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CHAP. XXVII. 

Death of Gratian. — Ruin of Arianifm. — St. Am- 
brofe.~ Firfl civil War , ayainjl Maximus. — Cha- 
racter , Adminiftration , and Pennance , of Theodo* 
Jtus. — Death of Valentinian II. — Second civil War, 
againji Eugenius. — Death of Theodofus. 

^The fame of Gratian , before he had accomplish- 
ed the twentieth year of his age , was equal to 
that of the mod celebrated princes. His gentle 
and amiable difpofition endeared him to his private 
friends , the graceful affability of his manners 
v engaged the affection of the people : the men of 
letters, who enjoyed the liberality , acknowledged 
the tafte and eloquence , of their fovereign ; his 
valour and dexterity in arms were equally applaud- 
ed by the foldiers; and the clergy considered the 
Vol. V. A 
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2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, humble piety of Gratian as the firft and mod 
xxm ufeful of his virtues. The victory of Colmar had 
delivered the Weft from a formidable invafion ; " 
and the grateful provinces of the Eaft afcribed 
the merits of Theodofius , to the author of his 
greatnefs , and of the public fafety. Gratian 
furvived thofe memorable events only four or five 
years ; but he furvived his reputation ; and , 
before he fell a* victim to rebellion, he had loft, 
in a great meafure, the refpect and confidence 
of the Roman world, 
de- The remarkable alteration of - his character or 
conduct, may not be imputed to the arts of flat- 
tery , which had befieged the fon of Valentinian 
from his infancy ; nor to the headftrong paflions 
which that gentle youth appears to have efcaped. 
A more attentive view of the life of Gratian, may 
perhaps fuggeft the true caufe of the difappoint- 
ment of the public hopes. His apparent vir- 
tues, inftead of being the hardy productions of 
experience and adverfity , were the premature and 
artificial fruits of a royal education. The anxious 
tendernefs of his father was continually employed 
to beftow on him thofe advantages, which he 
might perhaps efteem the more highly , as he 
himfelf had been deprived of them ; and the moft 
skilful mailers of every fcience , and of every art , 
had laboured to form the mind and body of the 
young prince \ The knowledge which they pain- 
fully communicated was difplayed with oftenta- 
tion , and celebrated with lavish praife. His foft 
and tractable difpofition received the fair impreffion 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. $ 

of their judicious precepts, and the abfence of chap. 
pafllon might eafily be miftaken for the ftrength X:v ' Ui - 
of reafon. His preceptors gradually rofe to the 
rank and confequence of minifters of ftate 1 ; 
and , as they wifely diflembled their fecret autho- 
rity , he feemed to act with firmnefs , with pro- 
priety , and with judgment, on. the mod important 
occafions of his life and reign. But the influence 
of this elaborate inftruction did not penetrate be* 
yond the furface; and the skilful preceptors , who 
fo accurately guided the fteps of their royal pupil, 
could not infufe into his feeble and indolent cha- 
racter, the vigorous and independent principle of 
action , which renders the laborious purfuit of 
glory eflentially neceflary to the happinefs , and 
almoft to the exiftence , of the hero. As foon as 
time and accident had removed thofe faithful 
counfellors from the throne , the emperor of the 
"Weft infenfibly defcended to the level of his na* 
tural genius ; abandoned the reins of government 
to the ambitious hands which were ftretched for- 
wards to grafp them ; and amufed his leifure 
with the rood frivolous gratifications. A public 
fale of favour and injuftice was inftituted , both 
in the court, and in the provinces, by the worrfi- 
lefs delegates of his power, whofe merit, it was 
made facrilege to queftion \ The confeience of 
the credulous prince was directed by faints .and 
bishops 4 ; who procured an Imperial edict to 
punish , as a capital offence , the violation , the 
neglect, or even the ignorance, of the divine 
law Among the various arts which had exercifed 

A 2 
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CHAP. 
XXVII. 



Di (content 
of the 
Roman 
troops. 
A D. 3S3- 



the youth of Gratian , he had applied himfelf , 
with lingular inclination and fuccefs, to manage 
the horfe, to draw the bow, and to dart the jave- 
lin ; and thefe qualifications , which might be 
ufeful to a foldier , were proftituted to the viler 
purpofcs of hunting. Large parks were inclofed 
for the Imperial pleafures, and plentifully ftocked 
with every fpecies of wild beafts; and Gratian 
neglected the duties, and even the dignity, of 
his rank , to confume whole days in the vain dif- 
play of his dexterity and boldnefs in the chdce. 
The pride and wish of the Roman emperor to 
excel in an art , in which he might be furpafTed by 
the meaneft of his slaves , reminded the numerous 
fpectators of the examples of Nero and Commo- 
dus: but the chafte and temperate Gratian was a 
ftranger to their monftrous vices ; and bis hands 
Were flamed only with the blood of animals *. 

The behaviour of Gratian , which degraded his 
character in the eyes of mankind , could not have 
difturbed the fecurity of his reign , if the army 
had not been provoked to refent their peculiar 
injuries. As long as the young emperor was 
guided by the inftructions of his mafters , he pro- 
feffed himfelf the friend and pupil of the foldicrs; 
many of his hours were fpent in the familiar con- 
verfation of the camp ; and the health , the com- 
forts, the rewards, the honours, of his faithful 
troops , appeared to be the object of his attentive 
concern. But, after Gratian more freely indulged 
his prevailing tafte for hunting and shooting , he 
naturally connected himfelf with the raoft dexterous 
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» 

minifters of his favourit* araufement. A body of chap. 
the Alani was receive^ into the military and XXVIL 
domeftic fervice of the palace ; and the admirable 
skill, which they were accuftomed to difplay in 
the unbounded plains of Scythia , was cxercifed , 
on a more narrow theatre, in the parks and inclo- 
fures of Gaul. Gratian admired the talents and 
cuftoms of thcfe favourite guards , to whom alone 
he entrufted the defence of his perfon : and , as if 
he meant to infult the public opinion, he frequent- 
ly shewed himfelf to the foldiers and people , with 
the drefs and arms, the long bow, the founding 
quiver, and the fur garments, of a Scythian warriour. 
The unworthy fpectacle of a Roman prince , who 
had renounced the drefs and manners of his coun- 
try , filed the minds of the legions with grief and 
indignation \ Even the Germans, fo ftrong and 
formidable in the armies of the empire, affected 
to difdain the ftrange and horrid appearance of the 
favages of the North , who , in the fpace of a few 
years , had wandered from the banks of the Volga- 
to thofe of the Seine. A loud and licentious mur- 
mur was echoed through the camps and garrifons 
of the Weft; and as the mild indolence of Gratian 
neglected to extinguish the fnft fymptoms of 
difcontent , the want of love and refpect was not 
fupplied by the influence of fear. But the fubver- 
fjon of an eftablished government is always a work 
of fome real, and of much apparent, difficulty; 
and the throne of Gratian was protected by the 
fanctions of cuftom, law, religion, and the nice 
balance of the civil and military powers, which 

A 3 
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chap, had been eftablished by trie policy of Conftantine. 
xxvii. | t ' ls not vcrv important to enquire from what caufes 

the revolt of Britain was produced. Accident is 
commonly the parent of "diforder; the feeds of re- 
bellion happened to fall on a foil which was fup- 
pofed to be more fruitful than any other in tyrants 
and ufurpers * ; the legions of that fequeftered island 
had been long famous for a fpirit of prefumption 
n^voit of ar, d arrogance ' ; and the name of Maximus was 
Maximus proclaimed, by the tumultuary, but unanimous 
fountain. vo j CCj both Q f t j ie foidiers anc i 0 f the provincials. 

The emperor , or the rebel , for his title was not 
yet afcertained by fortune , was a native of Spain, 
the countryman, the fellow-foldier , and the rival 
of Thcodofius , whofe elevation he had not feen 
without fome emotions of envy and refentment : 
the events of his life had long fince fixed him in 
Britain; and I should not be unwilling to find 
fome evidence for the marriage , which he is faid 
to have contracted with the daughter of a wealthy 
lord of Caernarvonshire x \ But this provincial 
rank might juftly be confidered as a ftate of exile 
and obfeurity ; and if Maximus had obtained any 
civil or military office , he was not inverted with 
the authority cither of governor or general ,r . 
His abilities, and even his integrity, are acknow- 
ledged by the partial writers of the age ; and the 
merit muft indeed have been confpicuous , that 
could extort fuch a confeflion in favour of the 
vanquished enemy of Theodofius. The difcon- 
tent of Maximus might incline him to cenfure the 
conduct of his fovereign , and to encourage , perhaps 
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without any views of ambition , the murmurs of the 
troops. But in the midft of the tumult, he artfully, 
or modeftly , refufed to afcend the throne ; and 
fome credit appears to have been given to his own 
pofitive declaration , that he was compelled to ac- 
cept the dangerous prefent of the Imperial purple *\ 

But there was danger likewife in refufing the 
empire ; and from the moment that Maximus had 
violated his allegiance to his lawful fovereign , he 
could not hope to reign , or even to live , if he 
confined his moderate ambition within the nar- 
row limits of Britain. He boldly and wifely re- 
folved to prevent the defigns of Gratian ; the 
youth of the island crowded to his ftandard , and 
he invaded Gaul with a fleet and army , which 
were long afterwards remembered % , as the emi- 
gration of a confiderable part of the British na- 
tion xl . The emperor, in his peaceful refidence 
of Paris , was alarmed by their hoflile approach ; 
and the darts which he idly wafted on lions and 
bears, might have been employed more honour* 
ably againft the rebels. But his feeble efforts 
announced his degenerate fpirit and defperate^ 
fituation ; and deprived him of the refources , 
which he ftill might have found, in the fupport 
of his fubjects and allies. The armies of Gaul , 
inftead of oppofing the march of Maximus, re- 
ceived him with joyful and loyal acclamations; 
and the shame of the defertion was transferred 
from the people to the prince. The troops , 
whofc ftation more immediately attached them to 
the fervice of the palace, abandoned the ftandard 

A 4 
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8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, of Gratian the firft time that it was difplayed in 
xxvir. neighbourhood of Paris. The emperor of the 

Weft fled towards Lyons , with a train of only 
three hundred horfe ; and , in the cities along 
the road , where he hoped to find a refuge , or 
at lead a paflage, he was taught, by cruel ex- 
perience, that every gate is shut againft the un- 
fortunate. Yet he might ftill have reached, in 
fafety , the dominions of his brother ; and foon 
have returned with the forces of Italy and the 
Eaft; if he had not fuffered himfelf to be fatally 
deceived by the perfidious governor of the Lyon- 
nefe province. Gratian was amufed by protcfta- 
tions of doubtful fidelity, and the hopes of a 
fupport , which could not be effectual ; till the ar- 
rival of Andragathius, the general of the cavalry 
of Maximus , put an end to his fufpcnfe. That 
rcfolute officer executed, without remorfe , the 
orders, or the intentions, of the ufurper. Gra- 
tian , as he rofe from fupper , was delivered into 
a d 383, the hands of the affaffin ; and his body was denied 
Au *- 25, to the pious and prefling intreaties of his brother 
Valentinian *\ The death of the emperor was 
followed by that of his powerful general Mello- 
baudes, the king of the Franks; who maintained, 
to the laft moment of his life , the ambiguous re- 
putation , which is the juft recompence of obfeure 
and fubtle policy Thefe executions might be 
neceffary to the public fafety : but the fuccefsful 
ufurper, \vfiofe power was acknowledged by all 
the provinces of the Weft, had the merit, , and 
the fatisfaction , of boafting , that , except thofe 
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who had perished by the chance of war , his triumph c ft a Pi 
was not ftained by the blood of the Romans *\ xxvu. 

The events of this revolution had paffed in Treaty of 
fuch rapid fucceflion , that it would have been p ^"" nl J* 
impoftible for Theodofius to march to the relief X i rau san<t 
of his benefactor , before he received the intelli- Theodofius, 

gence of his defeat and death. During the fea- 383 ] 3 " 8r< 

fon of fmcere grief , or oflentatious mourning , 
the Eaftern emperor was interrupted by the ar- 
rival of the principal chamberlain of Maximus: 
and the choice of a venerable old man , for an 
office which was ufually exercifed by eunuchs , 
announced to the court of Conflantinople the 
gravity and temperance of the British ufurper. 
The ambaflador condefcended to juftify, or ex- 
cufe , the conduct of his matter; and to proteft, 
in fpecious language , that the murder of Gratian 
had been perpetrated , without his knowledge or 
confent, by the precipitate zeal of the foldiers. 
But he proceeded, in a firm and equal tone, to 
olfer Theodofius the alternative of peace , or war. 
The fpeech of the ambaffador concluded with a 
fpirited declaration, that although Maximus, as 
a Roman , and as the father of his people , would 
chufe rather to employ his forces in the common 
defence of the republic , he was armed and 
prepared , if his friendship should be rejected , 
to difpute , in a field of battle , the empire of 
the world. An immediate and peremptory 
anfwer was required ; but it was extremely 
difficult for Theodofius to fatisfy, on this im- 
portant occafion , either the feelings of his own 
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chap, mind , or the expectations of the public. The 
XXVI£ * imperious voice of honour and gratitude called 
aloud for revenge. From the liberality of Gra- 
tian , he had received the Imperial diadem : his 
patience would encourage the odious fufpicion, 
that he was more deeply fenfible of former in- 
juries, than of recent obligations; and if he ac- 
cepted the friendship, he muft feem,to share the 
guilt , of the aflaflin. Even the principles of 
juftice , and the intereft of fociety , would receive 
a fatal blow from the impunity of Maximus : and 
the example of fuccefsful ufurpation would tend 
to diflblve the artificial fabric of government, 
and once more to replunge the empire in the 
crimes and calamities of the preceding age. But, 
as the fentiments of gratitude and honour should 
invariably regulate the conduct of an individual , 
they may be overbalanced in the mind of a fove- 
reign, by the fenfe of fuperior duties: and the 
maxims both of juftice and humanity , muft per- 
mit the efcape of an atrocious criminal , if an 
innocent people would be involved in the conse- 
quences of his punishment. The aflaftin of Gra- 
tian had ufurped , but he actually poflefled , the 
moft warlike provinces of the empire : the Eaft 
was exhaufted by the misfortunes , and even by 
the fuccefs , of the Gothic war ; and it was 
feriously to be apprehended , that , after the vital 
ftrength of the republic had been wafted in 
a doubtful and deftructive conteft , the feeble 
conqueror would remain an eafy prey to the Bar- 
barians of the North. Thefe weighty confiderations 
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engaged Theodofius to diflemble his refentment, chap* 
and to accept the alliance of the tyrant. But he XXVIL 
ftipulated , that Maximus should content himfelf 
with the pofTcflion of the countries beyond the 
Alps. The brother of Gratian was confirmed 
and fecured in the fovereignty of Italy, Africa, 
and the W eftern Illyricum ; and fome honourable 
conditions were inferted in the treaty , to protect ) 
the memory , and the laws , of the deceafed 
emperor 17 . According to the cuftom of the age, 
the images of the three Imperial colleagues were 
exhibited to the veneration of the people : nor 
should it be lightly fuppofed, that, in the moment 
of a folemn reconciliation , Theodofius fecretly 
cherished the intention of perfidy and revenge 

The contempt of Gratian for the Roman fol- Baptifm 
diers, had expofed him to the fatal effects *° x ^* # ; 
of their refentment. .His profound veneration ofTheo- 
for the Chriftian clergy was rewarded by the d0fius ' 8o 
applaufe and gratitude of a powerful order, which Feb. is. 
has claimed, in every age, the privilege of dif- 
penfing honours, both on earth and in heaven 
The orthodox bishops bewailed his death, and 
their own irreparable lofs; but they were foon 
comforted by' the difcovery , that Gratian had 
committed the fceptre of the Eaft to the hands of 
a prince , whofe humble faith, and fervent zeal, 
were fupported by the fpirit and abilities of a 
more vigorous character. Among the benefactors 
of the church, the fame of Conftantine has been 
rivalled by the glory of Theodofius. If Conftantine 
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chap, had the advantage of erecting the ftandard of 
xxvii. cro f s 9 the emulation of his fucceffor aflumed 
the merit of fubduing the Arian herefy, and of 
abolishing the worship of idols in the Roman 
world. Theodofius was the firfl: of the emperors 
baptifed in the true faith of the Trinity. Although 
he was born of a Chriftian family, the maxims, 
or at lead the practice , of the age , encouraged 
him to delay the ceremony of his initiation ; till 
he was admonished of the danger of delay , by the 
ferious illnefs which threatened his life , towards 
the end of the firft year of his reign. Before he 
again took the field againft the Goths , he received 
the facrament of baptifm 10 from Acholius , the 
orthodox bishop of Theflalonica 21 : and, as the 
emperor afcended from the holy font , ftill glow- 
ing with the warm feelings of regeneration, he 
dictated a folemn edict, which proclaimed his own 
faith , and prefcribed the religion of his fubjects. 
" It is our pleafure (fuch is the imperial ftyle ) , 
„ that all the nations , which are governed by our 
„ clemency and moderation , should ftedfaflly ad- 
,j here to the religion which was taught by St. 
3 ) Peter to the Romans ; which faithful tradition 
« has preferved; and which is now profefled by 
5> the pontiff Damafus , and by Peter , bishop of 
3, Alexandria , a man of apoftolic holinefs. Ac- 
w cording to the difcipline of the apoftles, and 
33 the doctrine of the gofpel , let us believe the 
33 fole deity of the Father , the Son , and the 
3> Holy Ghoft; under an equal majefty, and a 
33 pious Trinity. We authorife the followers of 
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„ this doctrine to afllime the title of Catholic 
» Chriftians ; and as we judge, that all others are 
„ extravagant madmen , we brand them with the 
5 > infamous name of Heretics ; and declare , that 
35 their conventicles shall no longer ufurp the 
„ refpectable appeMation of churches. Befides 
w the condemnation Of Divine juftice , they muft 
,> expect to fuffer the fevere penalties, which our 
a, authority, guided by heavenly wifdom , shall 
33 think proper to inflict upon them n The 
faith of a foldier is commonly the fruit of inftruc- 
tion, rather than of enquiry; but as the emperor 
always fixed his eyes on the vilible land - marks of 
orthodoxy , which he had fo prudently conftituted , 
his religious opinions were never affected by the 
fpecious texts , the fubtle arguments , and the 
ambiguous creeds of the Arian doctors. Once 
indeed he exprefled a faint inclination to converfe 
with the eloquent and learned Eunomius , who 
lived in retirement at a fmall diftance from Con- 
ftantinople. But the dangerous interview was pre- 
vented by the prayers of the Emprefs Flaccilla , 
who trembled for the falvation of her husband ; 
and the mind of Theodofius was confirmed by a 
theological argument , adapted to the rudeft capa- 
city. He had lately bellowed, on his eldeft fon 
Arcadius , the name and honours of Auguftusj 
and the two princes were feated on a (lately 
throne to receive the homage of their fubjects. 
A bishop, Amphilochius of lconium, approached 
the throne , and after faluting , with due reverence , 
the perfon of his fovereign , he accofled the royal 
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youth with the fame familiar tendernefs , which 
he might have ufcd towards a plebeian child. 
Provoked by this irifolent behaviour , the monarch 
gave orders , that the ruftic pried should be in- 
ftantly driven from his prefence. But while the 
guards were forcing him to the door, the dex- 
terous polemic had time to execute his defign , by 
exclaiming, with a loud voice, " Such is the 
yy treatment , O Emperor ! which the King of 
„ Heaven has prepared for thofe impious men, 
» who affect to worship the Father , but refufe to 
5, acknowledge the equal majefty of his divine 
„ Son. " Theodofius immediately embraced the 
bishop of lconium ; and never forgot the import- 
ant leffon , which he had received from this 
dramatic parable *\ 

Conftantinople was the principal feat and for- 
trefe of Arianifm ; and , in a long interval of forty 
years a * , the faith of the princes and prelates , who 
reigned in the capital of the Eaft , was rejected in 
the purer fchools of Rome and Alexandria. The 
archiepifcopal throne of Macedonius , which had 
been polluted with fo much Chriftian blood , was 
fucceflively filled by Eudoxus and Damophilus. 
Their diocefe enjoyed a free importation of vice 
and error from every province of the empire ; the 
eager purfuit of religious controverfy afforded a 
new occupation to the bufy idlenefs of the metro- 
polis; and we may credit the affertion of an in- 
telligent obfervcr , who defcribes , with fome 
pleafantry, the effects of their loquacious zeal. 
w This city , fays he , is full of mechanics and 
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3) slaves, who are all of them profound theolo- chap. 
w gians; and preach in the shops, and in the XXVIf * 
33 ftreets. If you defire a man to change a piece 
35 of filver, he informs you , wherein the Son 
35 differs from the Father: if you ask the price 
55 of a loaf, you are told, by way of reply, that 
3» the Son is inferior to the Father; and if you 
33 enquire whether the bath is ready , the anfwer 
33 is, that the Son was made out of nothing*'. " 
The heretics, of various denominations, fubfifted 
in peace under the protection of the Arians of 
Conftantinople ; who endeavoured to fecure the 
attachment of thofe obfcure fectaries ; wjiile they 
abufed, with unrelenting feverity , the victory 
which they had obtained over the followers of the 
council of Nice. During the partial reigns of 
Conftantius and Valens , the feeble remnant of the 
Homooufians was deprived of the public and pri- 
vate excrcife of their religion j and it has been 
obferved , in pathetic language , that the fcattered 
flock was left without a shepherd to wander on 
the mountains , or to be devoured by rapacious 
wolves *\ But , as their zeal , inflead of being 
fubdued , derived ftrength ^nd vigour from op- 
preffion , they feized the firft moments of imperfect 
freedom , which they acquired by the death of 
Valens, to form themfelves into a regular congre- 
gation , under the conduct of an epifcopal paftor. 
Two natives of Cappadocia , Bafii , and Gregory Gregory 
Nazianzen 17 , were diftinguished above all their tfaiian- 
contemporaries " , by the rare union of profane 
eloquence and of orthodox piety. Thefe orators , 
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chap, who might fometimes be compared, by them- 
xxvu. f e i ves ^ ann » by the public , to the moft celebrated 
of the ancient Greeks, were united by the ties of 
the ftricteft friendship. They had cultivated, 
with equal ardour , the fame liberal ftudies in 
the fchools of Athens; they had retired, with 
equal devotion, to the fame Solitude in the deferts 
of Pontus ; and every fpark of emulation , or 
envy, appeared to be totally extinguished in the 
holy and ingenuous breads of Gregory and Bafil. 
But the exaltation of Bafil , from a private life to 
the archiepifcopal throne of Crefarea, difcovered 
to the world, and perhaps to himfelf , the pride of 
his character ; and the firft favour which he con- 
descended to bellow on his friend was received , 
and perhaps was intended, as a cruel infult 
Inftead of employing the fuperior talents of Gre- 
gory in fome ufeful and confpicuous Ration , the 
haughty prelate felected , among the fifty bishop- 
rics of his extenfive province , the wretched village 
ofSafima 1 *, without water, without verdure, with- 
out fociety, fituate at the 'junction of three high- 
ways , and frequented only by the incelTant paflage 
of rude and clamorons waggoners. Gregory Sub- 
mitted with reluctance to this humiliating exile : 
he was ordained bishop of Safima ; but he So- 
lemnly protefts, that he never confummated his 
Spiritual marriage with this difgufting bride. He 
afterwards confented to undertake the govern- 
ment of his native church of Nazianzus u , of 
which his father had been bishop above five-and- 

forty 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 17 



tinople , 
A. D. 373. 
November, 



fourty-years. But as he was ftill confeious, that he chap. 

deferved another audience , and another theatre , xxvii. 

he accepted , with no unworthy ambition , the accepts the 

honourable invitation, which was addrefled to ™ lffi ° Il0f 

' u Conltan- 

him from the orthodox party of Conftan tinople. 
On his arrival in the capital, Gregory was enter- 
tained in the houfe of a pious and charitable 
kinfman; the mod fpacious room was confecrated 
to the ufes of religious worship; and the name of 
Anaftafia was chofen, to exprefs the refurrection 
of the Nicene faith. This private conventicle 
was afterwards converted into a magnificent 
church; and the credulity of the fucceeding age 
was prepared to believe the miracles and vifions, 
which attefted the prefence , or at lead the pro- 
tection, of the Mother of God J \ The pulpit of 
the Anaftafia was the fcene of the labours and 
triumphs of Gregory Nazianzen; and, in the 
fpace of two years, he experienced all the fpiritual 
adventures which conftitute the profperous or ad- 
verfe fortunes of a miffionary , \ The Arians, 
who were provoked by the boldnefs of his enter- 
prife, reprefented his doctrine, as if he had preach- 
ed three diftinct and equal Deities ; and the devout 
populace was excited to fupprefs, by violence 
and tumult, the irregular aflemblies of the Atha- 
nafian heretics. From the cathedral of St. Sophia, 
there iflued a motley crowd " of common beg- 
5 > gars, who had forfeited their claim to pity; of 
„ monks , who had the appearance of goats or 
„ fatyrs ; and of women , more terrible than fo 
53 many Jezabels. " The doors of the Anaftafia 
Vol. V. B 
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chap, were broke open ; much mifchief was perpetrated, 
xxvn. or attempted, with flicks, ftones, and firebrands; 
and as a man loft his life in the affray, Gregory, 
who was fummoned the next morning before the 
magiftrate, had the fatisfaction of fuppofing, that 
he publicly confelfed the name of Chrift. After he 
was delivered from the fear and danger of a foreign 
enemy , his infant church was difgraced and dif- 
tracted by inteftine faction. A ftranger, who 
affumed the name of Maximus M , and the cloak 
of a Cynic philofopher, infinuated himfelf into 
the confidence of Gregory ; deceived and abufed 
bis favourable opinion; and forming a fecret con- 
nection with fome bishops of Egypt , attempted , 
by a clandeftine ordination, to fupplant his patron 
in the epifcopal feat of Conftantinople. Thefe 
mortifications might fometimes tempt the Cappa- 
docian miffionary to regret his obfcure folitude. 
But his fatigues were rewarded by the daily 
increafe of his fame and his congregation ; and he 
enjoyed the pleafure of obferving, that the greater 
part of his numerous audience retired from his 
fermons, fatisfied with the eloquence of the 
preacher or diflatisfied with the manifold 
imperfections of their faith and practice *\ 
Ruin of The Catholics of Conftantinople were animated 
Arianifm >vith joyful confidence by the baptifm and edict 
ftanti?" °f Theodofius; and they impatiently waited the 
nopie , effects of his gracious promife. Their hopes were 
Nov'*** *P ee( My accomplished; and the emperor, as foon ' 
as he had finished the operations of the campaign, 
made his public entry into the capital at the head 



i 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 19 

of a victorious army. The next day after bis c h a r»» 
arrival , he fummoned Damophilus to his pre- xxvu. 
fence ; and offered that Arian prelate the hard 
alternative of fubferibing the Nicene creed, or of 
inftantly refigning, to the orthodox believers, the 
ufe^and poffeffien of the epifcopal palace, the 
cathedral of St. Sophia , and all the churches 
of Constantinople. The ze*al of Damophilus, 
which in a Catholic faint would have been juftly 
applauded, embraced, without hefitation, a life 
of poverty and exile 17 ; and his removal was im- 
mediately followed by the purification of the Im- 
perial City. The Arians might complain, with 
fome appearance of juftice, that an inconfiderable 
congregation of fectaries should ufurp the hun* 
dred churches, which they were inefficient to 
fill: whilft the far greater part of the people was 
cruelly excluded from every place of religious 
worship. Theodofms was ftill inexorable: but as 
the angels who protected the Catholic caufe, were 
only vifible to the eyes of faith , he prudently 
reinforced thofe heavenly legions, with the more 
effectual aid of temporal and carnal weapons : and 
the church of St. Sophia was occupied by a large 
body of the Imperial guards. If the mind of 
Gregory was fufceptible of pride, he muft have 
felt a very lively fatisfaction , when the emperor 
conducted him through the ftreets in folemn 
triumph ', and, with his own hand, refpectfully 
placed him on the archiepifcopal throne of Con- 
ftantinople. But the faint (who had not fubdued 
the imperfections of human virtue) was deeply 
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chap, affected by the mortifying confideration , that his 
xxvii. entrance into the fold was that of a wolf, rather 
than of a shepherd : that the glittering arms % 
which furrounded his perfon, were neceflary for 
his fafety ; and that he alone was the object of the 
imprecations of a great party, whom, as men and 
citizens, it was impoffible for him to defpife. He 
beheld the innumerable multitude of either fex. 
and of every age, who crowded the ftreets, the 
windows, and the roofs of the houfes; he heard 
the tumultuous voice of rage, grief, aftonishment, 
and defpair; and Gregory fairly confeflfes, that on 
the memorable day of his inftalJation, the capital 
of the Eaft wore the appearance of a city taken 
by dorm, and in the hands of a Barbarian con- 
queror *\ About fix weeks afterwards, Theodo- 
fius declared his refolution of expelling from all 
the churches of his dominions, the bishops and 
their clergy, who should obftinately refufe to be- 
lieve , or at leaft to profefs , the doctrine of the 
in the Eaft, council of Nice. His lieutenant Sapor was armed 
a.d. 38i # with the ample powers of a general law, a fpecial 
an * lo * commiflGon, and a military force " ; and this ec- 
clefiaftical revolution was conducted with fo much 
difcretion and vigour, that the religion of the em- 
peror was eftablished, without tumult, or blood- 
shed, in all the provinces of the Eaft. The wri- 
tings of the Arians, if they had been permitted to 
exift 4 *, would perhaps contain § the lamentable 
flory of the perfecution, which afflicted the church 
under the reign of the impious Theodofius; and 
the fufferings of their holy confeffors, might claim 
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the pity of the difinterefted reader. Yet there is chap. 
reafon to imagine that the violence of zeal and 
revenge was, in fome roeafure, eluded by the want 
of refiftance ; and that , in their adverfity , the 
Arians difplayed much lefs firmnefs , than had been 
exerted by the orthodox party under the reigns of 
Conflantius and Valens. The moral character 
and conduct of the hoftile fects appear to have 
been governed by the lame common principles of 
nature and religion : but a very material circum- 
flance may be difcovered , which tended to dif- 
tinguish the degrees of their theological faith. 
Both parties, in the fchools, as well as in the 
temples, acknowledged and worshipped the divine 
roajefty of Chrift ; and , as we are always prone 
to impute our own fentiments and paflions to the 
Deity , it would be deemed more prudent and re- 
fpectful to exaggerate, than to circumfcribe , the 
adorable perfections of the Son of God. The 
difciple of Athanafius exulted in the proud con- 
fidence , that he had entitled himfelf to the divine 
favour : while the follower of Arius muft have 
been tormented , by the fecret apprehenfion , that 
he was guilty , perhaps , of an unpardonable offence, 
by the fcanty praife , and parfimonious honours, 
which he beftowed on the Judge of the World. 
The opinions of Arianifm might fatisfy a cold 
and fpeculative mind : but the doctrine of the 
Nicene Creed , raoft powerfully recommended by 
the merits of faith and devotion , was much better 
adapted to become popular and fuccefsful in a 
believing age. 
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chap. Thfc hope that truth and wifdom would be 
xxvrr. f oun( j m tnc a lTcmblies of the orthodox clergy, 

The coun- 0/ 

ciiofcon- induced the emperor to convene, at Conftanti- 
iiantu nople, a fynod of one hundred and fifty bishops, 
A D. ^si, who proceeded , without much difficulty or delay, 
M*y« to complete the theological fyftera which had 
been eftablished in the council of Nice. The 
vehement difputes of the fourth century had been 
chiefly employed on the nature of the Son of 
God: and the various opinions, which were em- 
braced concerning the Second, were extended and 
transferred , by a natural analogy , to the Third* 
perfon of the Trinity * T . Yet it was found, or it 
was thought , neceflary , by the victorious adver- 
faries of Arianifm , to explain the ambiguous lan- 
guage of fome refpectable doctors ; to confirm 
the faith of the Catholics; and to condemn an 
unpopular and inconfiflent feet of Macedonians ; 
who freely admitted that the Son was confubftan- 
tial to the Father, while they were fearful of Teem- 
ing to acknowledge the exiftence of Three Gods. 
A final and unanimous fentence was pronounced 
to ratify the equal Deity of the Holy Ghoft; the 
rnyflerious doctrine has been received by all the 
nations , and ail the churches of the Chrifliari 
world; and their grateful reverence has affigned 
to the bishops of Theodofius , the feci/nd rank 
among the general councils 4 \ Their knowledge^ 
of religious truth may have been preferved by tra- 
dition , or it may have been communicated by 
infpiration; but the fober evidence of hiftory will 
not allow much weight to the perfonal authority 
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of the Fathers of Conftantinopie. In an age, when chap. 
the ecclefiaftics had fcandalously degenerated from X * V * L 
the model ofapoftolical purity, the mod worthlcfe 
and corrupt were always the mod eager to frequent, 
and difturb , the epifcopal aflemblies. The conflict 
and fermentation of fo many oppofite interefts and 
tempers inflamed the pafijons of the bishops : and 
their ruling paflions were , the love of gold , and 
the love of difpute. Many of the fame prelates 
who now applauded the orthodox piety of Theo- 
dofius, had repeatedly changed , with prudent 
flexibility , their creeds and opinions ; and in the 
various revolutions of the church and ftate, the 
religion of their fovereign was the rule of their 
obfequious faith When the emperor fufpended 
his prevailing influence , the turbulent fynod was 
blindly impelled, by the abfurd or felfish motives 
of pride , hatred , and refentment. The death of 
Meletius , which happened at the council of 
Conftantinopie , prefented the moft favourable 
opportunity of terminating the fchifm of Antioch , 
by fuffering his aged rival, Paulinus, peaceably 
to end his days in the epifcopal chair. The faith 
and virtues of Paulinus ' were unblemished. But 
his caufe was fupported by the Weftern churches : 
and the bishops of the fynod refolved to perpe- 
tuate the mifchiefs of difcord , by the hafty ordi- 
nation of a perjured candidate *' , rather than to 
betray the imagined dignity of the Eaft , which 
had been illuftrated by the birth and death of the 
Son of God. Such unjuft and diforderly proceed- 
ings forced the graveft members of the affembly 
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chap, to diflcnt and to fecede ; and the clamorous ma- 
xxvu. jority, which remained mailers of the field of 
battle, could be compared only to wafps or mag- 
pies, to a flight of cranes, or to a flock of geefe *\ 
Rrtreatof A fufpicion may poflibly arife, that fo unfa- 
kITuZ vouraDle a picture of ecclefiaftical fynods has been 
zen , drawn by the partial hand of fome obftinate here- 
a p. 3a i. tic , or fome malicious infidel. But the name of 
the fincere hi dorian who has conveyed this in- 
flructive leflbn to the knowledge of pofterity, 
muft filence the impotent murmurs of fuperftition 
and bigotry. He was one of the mod pious and 
eloquent bishops of the age; a faint and a doctor 
of the church; the fcourge of Arianifm , and the 
pillar of the orthodox faith ; a diftinguished mem- 
ber of the council of Conflantinople , in which, 
after the death of Meletius, he exercifed 'the 
functions of prefident : • in a word — Gregory 
Nazianzen himfelf. The harsh and ungenerous 
treatment which he experienced 4 \ inftead of de- 
rogating from the truth of his evidence , affords 
an additional proof of the fpirit which actuated 
the deliberations of the fynod. Their unanimous 
fuffrage had confirmed the pretenfions which the 
bishops of Conftantinople derived from the choice 
of the people, and the approbation of the em- 
peror. But Gregory foon became the victim of 
malice and envy. The bishops of the Eaft, his 
ftrenuous adherents, provoked by his moderation 
in \hc affairs of Antioch, abandoned him, without 
fupport, to the adverfe faction of the Egyptians; 
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•who difputed the validity of his election, and rigo- chap. 
rously aflerted the obfolete canon, that prohibit- xxvn# 
ed the licentious practice of epifcopal translations. 
The pride, or the humility, of Gregory prompted 
him to decline a conteft which might have been 
imputed to ambition and avarice; and he publicly 
offered, not without fome mixture of indignation, 
to renounce the government of a church, which 
had been reftored , and almoft created , by his 
labours. His refignation was accepted by the 
fynod, and by the emperor, with more readinefs % 
than he feems to have expected. At the time 
when he might have hoped to enjoy the fruits of 
his victory, his epifcopal throne was filled by 
the fenator Nectarius ; and the new archbishop, 
accidentally recommended by his eafy temper and 
venerable afpect, was obliged to delay the cere- 
mony of his confecration , till he had previously 
difpatched the rites of his baptifm 4 '. After this 
remarkable experience of the ingratitude of princes 
and prelates, Gregory retired once more to his 
obfcure folitude of Cappadocia; where he em- 
ployed the remainder of his life, about eight years, 
in the exercifes of poetry and devotion. The title 
of Saint has been added to his name; but the 
tendernefs of his heart 47 , and the elegance of 
his genius , reflect a more pleafing luflre on the 
memory of Gregory Nazianzen. 

It was not enough that Theodofius had fup- Edicts of 
prefled the infolent reign of Arianifm, or that he Theodofius 
had abundantly revenged the injuries which the heroics. * 
Catholics fuftaincd from the zeal of Conftantius A - D - 

380 594. 
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chap, and Valens. The orthodox emperor confidered 
xxvii. every heretic as a rebel againft the fupreme powers 
of heaven, and of earth; and each of thofe powers 
might exercifc their peculiar jurifdiction over the 
foul and body of the guilty. The decrees of the 
council of Constantinople had afcertained the true 
ftandard of the faith ; and the ecclefiaftics , who 
governed the confcience of Theodofius , fuggefted 
the moft effectual methods of perfecution. In the 
fpace of fifteen years, he promulgated at leaft 
fifteen fevere edicts againft the heretics ** ; more 
efpecially againft thofe who rejected the doctrine 
of the Trinity ; and , to deprive, them of every 
hope of efcape, he ftcrnly enacted, that if any 
laws, orrefcripts, should be alleged in their favour, 
the judges should confider them as the illegal 
productions either of fraud, or forgery. The penal 
ftatutes were directed againft the minifters , the 
aflemblies, and the perfons, of the heretics; and 
the paffions of the legislator were exprefled in the 
language of declamation and invective. I. The 
heretical teachers , who ufurped the facred titles of 
Bishops, or Presbyters, were not only excluded 
fiom the privileges and emoluments fo liberally 
granted to the orthodox clergy, but they were 
expofed to the heavy penalties of exile and confif- 
cation , if they prefumed to preach the doctrine, 
or to practife the rites , of their accurfed fects. A 
fine of ten pounds of gold (above four hundred 
pounds Sterling) was impofed on every perfon who 
should dare to confer, or receive , or promote, 
an heretical ordination : and it was reafonably 
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expected, that if the race of paftors could be chap. 
extinguished , their helplefs flocks -would be XXVIL 
compelled , by ignorance and hunger , to return 
within the pale of the Catholic Church. II. The 
rigorous prohibition of conventicles was carefully 
extended to every poflible circumftance, in which 
the heretics could aflemble with the intention 
of worshipping God and Chrift according to the 
dictates of their conference. Their religious meet- 
ings, whether public or fecret, by day or by 
night , in cities or in the country , were equally 
profcribed by the edicts of Theodofius ; and the 
building , or ground , which had been ufed 
for that illegal purpofe , was forfeited to the 
Imperial domain. III. It was fuppofed, that the 
error of the heretics could proceed only from 
the obftinate temper of their minds ; and that 
fuch a temper was a fit object of cenfure and 
punishment. The anathemas of the church were 
fortified by a fort of civil excommunication ; 
which feparated them from their fellow-citizens, 
by a peculiar brand of infamy; and this decla- 
ration of the fupreme magiftrate tended to juflify, 
or at leaft to excufe , the infults of a fanatic 
populace. The fectaries were gradually disquali- 
fied for the pofleffion of honourable , or lucrative, 
employments; and Theodofius was fatisfied with 
his own juftice , when he decreed , that as the 
Eunomians diftinguished the nature of the Son 
from that of the Father, they should be incapable 
of making their wills, or of receiving any ad- 
vantage from teftamentary donations. The guilt 
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chap, of the Manichxan herefy was cftcemed of fuch 
xxvii. magnitude, that it could be expiated only by 
the death of the offender; and the fame capital 
punishment was inflicted on the Audians , or 
Quartodccimans * 9 , who should dare to perpetrate 
the atrocious crime , of celebrating , on an impro- 
per day, the feftival of Eafter. Every Roman 
might exercife the right of public accufation ; but 
the office of lnquifitors of the Faith, a name fo 
defervedly abhorred , was firft inftituted under 
the reign of Theodofius. Yet we are aflured, 
that the execution of his penal edicts was feldom 
enforced; and that the pious emperor appeared 
lefs defirous to punish, than to reclaim, or terrify, 
his refractory fubjects *\ 

The theory of perfecution was eftablished by 
Theodofius , whofe juftice and piety have been 
his affo- applauded by the faints; but the practice of it, 
/TIT 38* ' * n ^ e f u M c ft extent, was referved for his rival and 
colleague Maximus, the firft, among the Chriftian 
princes, who shed the blood of his Chriftian 
fubjects, on account of their religious opinions. 
The caufe of the Prifcillianifts 51 , a recent feet of 
heretics, who difturbed the provinces of Spain, 
was transferred , by appeal » from the fynod of 
Bourdeaux to the Imperial confiftory of Treves; 
and by the fentence of the Pnctorian prefect, 
feven perfons were tortured , condemned , and 
executed. The firft of thefe was Prifcillian f * 
himfelf, bishop of Avila n , in Spain; who 
adorned the advantages of birth and fortune, by 
the accomplishments of eloquence and learning. 
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Two presbyters, and two deacons, accompanied chap. 
their beloved mailer in his death, which they xxvn - 
efteemed as a glorious martyrdom ; and the num- 
ber of religious victims was completed by the 
execution of Latronian , a poet , who rivalled the 
fame of the ancients ; and of Euchrocia, a noble 
matron of Bourdeaux, the widow of the orator 
Delphidius 5 \ Two bishops, who had embraced 
the fentiments of Prifcillian , were condemned to 
a diftant and dreary exile ,f ; and fome indulgence 
was shewn to the meaner criminals, who a flu me d 
the merit of an early repentance. If any credit 
could be allowed to confeffions extorted by fear 
or pain , and to vague reports , the offspring of 
malice and credulity, the herefy of the Prifcil- 
lianifts would be found to include the various 
abominations of magic , of impiety , and of 
lewdnefs st . Prifcillian, who wandered about the 
world in the company of his fpiritual fitters , was 
accufed of praying ftark-naked in the midfl of 
the congregation ; and it was confidently afferted, 
that the effects of his criminal intercourse with 
the daughter of Euchrocia , had been fupprefled , 
by means ftill more odious and criminal. But an 
accurate, or rather a candid, enquiry, will dif- 
cover , that if the Prifcillianifts violated the laws 
of nature , it was not by the licentioufnefs , but 
by the aufterity , of their lives. They abfolutely 
condemned the ufe of the marriage-bed; and the 
peace of families was often difturbed by indifcreet 
Reparations. They enjoined, or recommended, a 
total abftinence from all animal food; and their 
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chat, continual prayers, fafts, and vigils, inculcated a 
xxvii. ru ] e 0 £ ft r i c t anc j perfect devotion. The fpeculativc 

tenets of the feet, concerning the perfon of Chrift, 
and the nature of the human foul, were derived 
from the Gnoftic and Manichzcan fyftem; and 
this vain philofophy, which had been tranfported 
from E#ypt to Spain , was ill adapted to the 
grofler fpirits of the Weft. The obfeure difciples 
of Prifcillian fuffered , languished, and gradually 
difappeared : his tenets were rejected by the 
clergy and people , but his death was the fubject 
of a long and vehement controverfy ; while fome 
arraigned , and others applauded , the juftice of 
his fentence. It is with pleafure that we can 
obferve , the humane inconfiftency of the moft 
illuftrious faints and bishops, Ambrofe of Milan 57 , 
and Martin of Tours " ; who , on this occafion, 
averted the caufe of toleration. They pitied the 
unhappy men, who had been executed at Treves; 
they refufed to hold communion with their epifco- 
pal murderers ; and if Martin deviated from that 
generous refolution , his motives were laudable, 
and his repentance was exemplary. The bishops 
of Tours and Milan pronounced, without hefita- 
tion, the eternal damnation of heretics; but they 
were furprifed, and shocked, by the bloody image 
of their temporal death , and the honeft feelings of 
nature refifted the artificial prejudices of theologyi 
The humanity of Ambrofe and Martin was con-' 



firmed by the fcandalous irregularity of the pro- 
ceedings again ft Prifcillian, and his adherents. The 
civil and ecclefiaftical nunifters had tranfgrefled 
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the limits of their refpective provinces. The fecular 
judge had prefumed to receive an appeal , and to 
pronounce a definitive fentence , in a matter of 
faith, and epifcopal jurifdiction. The bishops had 
difgraced themfelves, by exercifing the function 
of accufers in a criminal profecution. The cruelty 
of lthacius who beheld the tortures, and foli- 
cited the death, of the heretics, provoked the juft 
indignation of mankind; and the vices of that 
profligate bishop were admitted as a proof, that 
his zeal was inftigated by the fordid motives of 
intereft. Since the death of Prifcillian, the rude 
attempts of perfecution have been refined and 
methodifed in the holy office , which afligns their 
diftinct parts to the ecclefiaftical and fecular pow- 
ers. The devoted victim is regularly delivered by 
the prieft to the magiftrate, and by the magiftrate 
to the executioner; and the inexorable fentence 
of the church, which declares the fpiritual guilt 
of the offender, is exprefled in the mild language 
of pity and interceflion. 

Among the ecclefiaflics , who illuftrated the 
reign of Theodofius, Gregory Nazianzen was 
diftinguished by the talents of an eloquent preach- 
er ; the reputation of miraculous gifts , added 
weight and dignity to the monadic virtues of 
Martin of Tours M ; but the palm of epifcopal 
vigour and ability was juftly claimed by the intre- 
pid Ambrofe *\ He was defcended from a noble 
family of Romans; his father had exercifed the 
important office of Praetorian prefect of Gaul ; 
and the fon , after paffing through the ftudies of a 
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chap, liberal education, attained, in the regular grada- 
xxm tion of civil honours, the Ration of confular of 
Liguria, a province which included the Imperial 
refidence of Milan. At the age of thirty-four, and 
before he had received the facrament of baptifm, 
Ambrofe, to his own furprife, and to that of the 
world, was fuddenly transformed from a governor 
to an archbishop. Without the lead mixture, as 
it is faid , of art or intrigue, the whole body of 
the people unanimously faluted him with the 
epifcopal title; the concord and perfeverance of 
their acclamations were afcribed to a preternatural 
impulfe ; and the reluctant magiftrate was compel- 
led ' to undertake a fpiritual office , for which he 
was not prepared by the habits and occupations of 
his former life. But the active force of his genius 
foon qualified him to exercife, with zeal and 
prudence, the duties of his ecclefiaftical jurifdic- 
tion ; and, while he cheerfully renounced the vain 
and fplendid trappings of temporal greatnefs, he 
condefcended, for the good of the church, to direct 
the confcience of the emperors , and to controul 
the adminiftration of the empire. Gratian loved 
and revered him as a father; and the elaborate 
treatife on the faith of the Trinity, was defigned 
for the inftruction of the young prince. After his 
tragic death , at a time when the emprefs Juflina 
trembled for her own £afety , and for that of her 
fon Valentinian, the archbishop of Milan was 
difpatched , on two different embaflies , to the 
court of Treves. He exercifed, with equal firmnefs 
and dexterity, ^he powers of his fpiritual and 

political 
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political characters ; and perhaps contributed , by 
his authority and eloquence, to check the am- 
bition of Maximus, and to protect the peace of 
Italy *\ Ambrofe had devoted his life , and his 
abilities, to the fervice of the church. Wealth was 
the object of his contempt ; he had renounced his 
private patrimony; and he fold, without hefita- 
tion , the confecrated plate for the redemption of 
captives. The clergy and people of Milan were 
attached to their archbishop^ and he deferved 
the efteem , without foliciting*the favour, or ap- 
prehending the difpleafure , of his feeble fovereigns. 

The government of Italy , and of the young 
emperor, naturally devolved to his mother Juftina, 
a woman of beauty and fpirit , but who, in the 
nndft of an orthodox people , had the misfortune 
of profeffing the Arian herefy, wh«ch she endea- 
voured to inftil into the mind of her fon. Juftina 
was perfuaded , that a Roman emperor might 
claim , in his own dominions , the public exercife 
of his religion ; and she propofed to the arch- 
bishop, as a moderate and reafonable conceflion, 
that he should refign the ufe of a finale church, 
either in the city or fuburbs of Milan. But the 
conduct of Ambrofe was governed by very dif- 
ferent principles 6i . The palaces of the earth 
might indeed belong to Cxfar ; but the churches 
were the houfes of God ; and , with»n the limits 
of his diocefe , he himfelf , as the lawful fucceffnr 
of the apoftles , was the only minifter of God. The 
privileges of Chriftianity , temporal as well as fpi- 
ritual , were confined to the true believers ; and 
Vol. V. C 
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chap, the mind of Ambrofe was fatisfied, that his own 
xxvii. theological opinions were the ftandard of truth 
and orthodoxy. The archbishop, who refufed to 
hold any conference, or negociation , with the in- 
ftruraents of Satan , declared , with modeft firm- 
nefs, his refolution to die a martyr, rather than to 
yield to the impious facrilege; and Juftina, who 
refented the refufal as an act of infolence and 
rebellion, haftily determined to exert the Imperial 
prerogative of her fon. As she defired to perform 
her public devotions on the approaching feftival 
of Eafter , Ambrofe was ordered to appear before 
the council. He obeyed the fummons with the 
refpect of a faithful fubject, but he was followed, 
without his confent, by an innumerable people: 
they prefled , with impetuous zeal , againft; the 
gates of the palace; and the affrighted minifters 
of Valentinian, inftead of pronouncing a fentence 
of exile on the archbishop of Milan, humbly re- 
quelled that he would interpofe his authority , to 
protect the perfon of the emperor , and to reftore 
the tranquillity of the capital. But the promifes 
which Ambrofe received and communicated, were 
foon violated by a perfidious court ; and , during 
fix of the moft folemn days , which Chriftian piety 
has fct apart for the exercife of religion, the city 
was agitated by the irregular convulfions of tumult 
and fanaticifm. The officers of the houfehold were 
directed to prepare , firft, the Portian , and after- 
wards , the new, Bqfilica, for the immediate re- 
ception of the emperor, and his mother. The 
fplendid canopy and hangings of the royal feat 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 35 



were arranged in the cuftomary manner; but it 
was found neceflary to defend them , by a ftrong 
guard , from the infults of the populace. The 
Arian ecclefiaftics , who ventured to shew them- 
felves in the ftreets , were expofed to the mod 
imminent danger of their Jives: and Ambrofe 
enjoyed the merit and reputation of refcuing his 
perfonal enemies from the hands of the enraged 
multitude. 

But while he laboured to reftrain the effects of 
their zeal, the pathetic vehemence of his fermons 
continually inflamed the angry and feditious tem- 
per of the people of Milan. The characters of 
Eve, of the wile of Job, of Jezabel, of Herodias, 
were indecently applied to the mother of the em- 
peror; and her delire to obtain a church for the 
Arians , was compared to the raoft cruel perfe- 
ctions which Chrillianity had endured under the 
reign of Paganifm. The meafures of the court 
ferved only to expofc the magnitude of the evil. 
A fine of two hundred pounds of gold was impofed 
on the corporate body of merchants and manu- 
facturers: an order was fitjnifled, in the name of 
the emperor, to all the officers, and inferior fer- 
vants of the courts of juMice , that , during the 
continuance of the public diforders , they should 
ftrictly confine themfelves to their houfes : and 
the minifters of Valentmian imprudently con- 
feffed, tlut the moft refpectable part of the citi- 
zens of Milan was attached. to the caufe of their 
archbishop. He was again folicited to reftore 
peace to his country , by a timely compliance 
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cif a p. with the will of his fovereigh. The reply of Am- 
xxvn. b ro f e was couched in the mod humble and re- 
fpectful terms, which might, however, be inter- 
preted as a ferious declaration of civil war. " His 
life and fortune were in the hands of the cm- 
peror ; but he would never betray the church of 
„ Chrift , or degrade the dignity of the epifcopal 
character. In fuch a caufe , he was prepared 
to fuffer whatever the malice of the dxmon 
„ could inflict ; and he only wished to die in the 
„ prcfence of his faithful flock, and at the foot 
„ of the altar ; he had not contributed to excite, 
but it was in the power of God alone to ap- 
peafe , the rage of the people : he deprecated 
„ the fcencs of blood and confufion, which were 
„ likely to enfue ; and it was his fervent prayer, 
„ that he might not furvive to behold the ruin of 
„ a flourishing city, and perhaps the defolation of 
all Italy '** " The obftinate bigotry of Juflina 
would have endangered the empire of her fon, if, 
in this conteft with the church and people of 
Milan, she could have depended on the active 
obedience of the troops of the palace. A large 
body of Goths had marched to occupy the Bafilica^ 
which was the object of the difpute : and it might 
be expected from the Arian principles, and bar- 
barous manners , of thefe foreign mercenaries, 
that they would not entertain any fcruples in the 
execution of the moft fanguinary orders. They 
were encountered , on the facred threshold , by the 
archbishop, who, thundering againft them a fen- 
tence of excommunication , asked them , in the 
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tone of a father and a raafter : Whether it was to chap. 
invade the houfe of God , that they had implored xxvn * 
the hofpitable protection of the republic ? The 
fufpenfe of the Barbarians allowed fome hours for 
a more effectual negociation ; and the emprefe 
was perfuaded , by the advice of her wifeft coun- 
fellors , to leave the Catholics in pofleflion of all 
the churches of Milan ; and to diflemble , till a 
more convenient feafon , her intentions of revenge. 
The mother of Valentinian could never forgive 
the triumph of Ambrofe ; and the royal youth 
uttered a paflionate exclamation , that his own 
fervants were ready to betray him into the hands 
of an infolent prieft. 

The laws of the empire , fome of which were A *> 
inferibed with the name of Valentinian , flill coiv 
demned the Arian herefy, and feemed to excufe 
the refiftance of the Catholics. By the influence 
of Juftina , an edict of toleration was promulgated 
in all the provinces which were fubject to the 
court of Milan; the free exercifc of their religion 
was granted to thofe who profeflcd the faith of 
Rimini; and the emperor declared, that all per- 
fons who should infringe this facred and falutary 
conftitution, should be capitally punished, as the 
enemies of the public peace The character 
and language of the archbishop of Milan may 
juftify the fufpicion , that his conduct- foon afforded 
a reafonable ground , or at leaft a fpecious pre- 
tence , to the Arian minifters ; who watched the 
opportunity of furprifing him in fome act of dif- 
obedience to a law , which he ftraagely reprefenb 
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chap, as a law of blood and tyranny. .A fentencc of 
xx\ii. ea fy an< j honourable banishment was pronounced, 
which enjoined Ambrofe to depart from Milan 
without delay ; whilft it permitted him to chufe 
the place of his exile, and the number of his 
companions. But the authority of the faints, 
who have preached and practifed the maxims of 
paffive loyalty, appeared to Ambrofe of lefs mo- 
ment than the extreme and preffing danger of the 
church. He boldly refufed to obey ; and his 
refufal was fupported by the unanimous confent 
of his faithful people **. 1 hey guarded by turns 
the perfon of their archbishop* the gates of the 
cathedral and the epifcopal palace were flrongly 
fecured; and the Imperial troops, who had formed 
the blockade, were unwilling to rbk the attack, 
of that impregnable fortrefs. The numerous 
poor, who had been relieved by the liberality of 
Ambrofe, embraced the fair occafion of fignalifing 
their zeal and gratitude ; and as the patience of 
the multitude might have been exhaufted by the 
length and uniformity of nocturnal vigils , he 
prudently introduced into the church of Milan 
the ufeful inftitution of a loud and regular pfalm- 
ody. While he maintained this arduous conteft , 
he was inftructed, by a dream , to open the 
earth in a place where the remains of two martyrs, 
Gervafius and Protafius 47 , had been depofited 
above three hundred years. Immediately under 
the pavement of the church two perfect skeletons 
were found **, with the heads feparated from their 
bodies , and a plentiful effufion of blood. The 
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holy relics were presented , in folemn pomp, to chap; 
the veneration of the people; and every circum- X ^ VI ^* 
fiance of this fortunate difcovery was admirably 
adapted to promote the defigns of Ambrofe. The 
bones of the martyrs, their blood, their garments, 
were fuppofed to contain a healing power ; and 
the preternatural influence was communicated to 
the mod diftant objects, without lofing any part 
of its original virtue. The extraordinary cure of 
a blind man and the reluctant confeffions of 
fcveral demoniacs , appeared to juftify the faith 
and fanctity of Ambrofe ; and the truth of thofe 
miracles is attefted by Ambrofe himfelf, by his 
fecretary Paulinus , 'and by his profelyte , the ce- 
lebrated Auguftin, who, at that time , profeffed 
the art of rhetoric in Milan. The reafon of the 
prefent age may poffibly approve the incredulity 
of Juftina and her Arian court ; who derided the 
theatrical reprefentations , which were exhibited 
by the contrivance , and at the expence , of the 
archbishop f \ Their effect , however , on the 
minds of the people , was rapid and irrefiftible ; 
and the feeble fpvereign of Italy found himfelf 
unable to contend with the favourite of heaven. 
The powers likewife of the earth interpofed in the 
defence of Ambrofe : the difintercfled advice of 
Theodofius was the genuine refult of piety and 
friendship ; and the mask of religious zeal con- 
cealed the hoftile and ambitious defigns of the 
tyrant of Gaul 7r . 

The reign of Maximus might have ended in ^ ^ • 
peace and profperity , could he have contented him- ^ K 
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chap, fclf with the polTeflion of three ample countries, 
A X g y 1 which now coiiftitute the three raoft flourishing 
Auguit. ' kingdoms of modern Europe. But the afpiring ufur- 
per, whofe fordid ambition was not dignified by the 
love of glory and of arms , confidered his actual 
forces as the inftruments only of his future greatnefs, 
and his fuccefs was the immediate caufe of his de- 
ftruction. The wealth which he extorted 72 from, the 
oppreffed provinces of Gaul, Spain, and Britain, ' 
was employed in levying and maintaining a formi- 
dable army of Barbarians , collected , for the moft 
part, from the fierceft nations of Germany. The 
conqueft of Italy was the object of his hopes and pre- 
parations; and he fecretly meditated the ruin of an 
innocent youth , whofe government was abhorred 
and defpifed by his Catholic fubjects. But as Max- 
imus wished to occupy, without refiftance, the 
pafTes of the Alps, he received, with perfidious 
fmiles, Domninus of Syria, the ambaffador of Va- 
lentinian , and prefTed him to accept the aid of a 
confiderable body of troops , for the fervice of a 
Pannonian war. The penetration of Ambrofe had 
difcovered the fnares of an enemy under the profef- 
fions of friendship 7S ; but the Syrian , Domninus 
was corrupted , or deceived, by the liberal favour 
of the court of Treves; and the council of Milan 
obftinately rejected the fufpicion of danger, with a 
blind confidence , which was the effect , not of 
courage, but of fear. The march of the auxiliaries 
was guided by the ambaffador ; and they were ad- 
mitted, without diftruft, into the fortreffes of the 
Alps. But the crafty tyrant followed , with hafty and 
fxlent footfteps, in the rear; and, as he diligently 
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intercepted all intelligence of his motions, the 
gleam of armour, and the duft excited by the 
troops of cavalry , firft announced the hoftile 
approach of a ftrangcr to the gates of Milan. 
In this extremity , Juftina and her fon might 
accufe their own imprudence, and the perfidious 
arts of Maximus ; but they "wanted time , and 
force , and resolution , to ftand againft the Gauls 
and Germans, either in the field, or wiihin the 
walls of a large and diiaffected city. Flight was 
their only hope, Aquileia their only refuge ; and 
as Maximus now difplaycd his genuine character, 
the brother of Gratian might expect the fame 
fate from the hands of the fame afiarfin. Maxi- 
mus entered Milan in triumph ; and if the wife 
archbishop refufed a dangerous and criminal con- 
nection with the ufurper, he might indirectly 
contribute to the fuccefs of his arms , by incul- 
cating, from the pulpit, the duty of refignation, 
rather than that of refiftance 7 \ The unfortunate 
Juftina reached Aquileia in fafety ; but she dif- 
trufted the ftrength of the fortifications ; she 
clreaded the event of a fiege ; and she refolved to 
implore the protection of the great Theodofius, 
whofe power and virtue were celebrated in all the 
countries of the Weft. A veflel was fecretly pro- 
vided to tranfport the Imperial family ; they 
embarked with precipitation in one of the obfeure 
harbours of Venetia , or lftria ; traverfed the 
whole extent of the Hadriatic and Ionian feas; 
turned the extreme promontory of Peloponnefus; 
and , after a long , but fuccefsful , navigation , 
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XXVJI. 
Flight of 
Valen. 
tinian. 



Theodo- 
fius takes 
arms in 
the caufe 
of Valen- 
tinian , 
A. D. 38r- 



repofed themfelves in the port of Theflalonica. , 
All the fubjects of Valcntinian deferted the caufe 
of a prince , who, by his abdication , had abfolved 
them from the duty of allegiance ; and if the 
little city of jEmona , on the verge of Italy , had 
not prefumed to flop the career of his inglorious 
victory, Maximus would have obtained, without 
a flruggle , the fole pofleffion of the weftcrn empire. 

Inflead of inviting his royal guefts to the palace 
of Conftantinople, Theodofius had fome unknown 
reafons to fix their refidence at Thelfalonica ; but 
thefe reafons did not proceed from contempt or 
indifference , as he fpecdily made a vifit to that 
city , accompanied by the greateft part of his 
court and fenate. After the firft tender expreflions 
of friendship and fympathy, the pious emperor 
of the Eaft gently admonished Juftina, that the 
guilt of herefy was fometimes punished in this 
world, as well as in the next; and that the public 
profeffion of the Nicene faith , would be the moft 
efficacious ftep to promote the reftoration of her 
fon , by the fatisfaction which it mud occafion 
both on earth and in heaven. The momentous 
queftion of peace or war was referred , by Theo- 
dofius , to the deliberation of his council ; and 
the arguments which might be alleged on the fide 
of honour and juftice , had acquired , fince the 
death of Gratian , a confiderable degree of addi- 
tional weight. The perfecution of the Imperial 
family, to which Theodofius himfeJf had been in- 
debted for his fortune , was now aggravated by 
recent and repeated injuries. Neither oaths nor 
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treaties could reflrain the boundlefs ambition of chap; 
IVlaximus ; and the delay of vigorous and decifive xxvil 
meafures , inftead of prolonging the bleffings of 
peace , would expofe the eaftern empire to the 
danger of an hoflile invafion. The Barbarians, 
who had paffed the Danube , had lately afliimed 
the character of foldiers and fubjects , but their 
native fiercenefs was yet untamed ; and the ope- 
rations of a war, which would exercife their valour, 
and diminish their numbers , might tend to relieve 
the provinces from an intolerable oppreflion. 
Notwithstanding thefe fpecious and folid reafons, 
which were approved by a majority of the coun- 
cil , Theodofius ftill hefitated , whether he should 
draw the fword in a conteft, which could no longer 
admit any terms of reconciliation ; and his mag- 
nanimous character was not difgraced by the ap- 
prehenfions which he felt for the fafety of his in- 
fant fons , and the welfare of his exhaufted people. 
In this moment of anxious doubt, while the fate 
of the Roman world depended on the refolution 
of a fmgle man, the charms of the princefs Galla 
mod powerfully pleaded the caufe of her brother 
Valentinian 7$ . The heart of Theodofius was 
foftened by the tears of beauty ; his affections 
were infenfibly engaged by the graces of youth 
and innocence; the art of Juftina managed and 
directed the impulfe of paffion ; and the celebra- 
tion of the royal nuptials was the affurance and 
fignal of the civil war. The unfeeling critics, 
who confider every amorous weaknefs as an in- 
delible ftain on the memory of a great and orthodox 
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chap, emperor , are inclined , on this occafion , to 
xxvir. jifpute tne f u fpi c ious evidence of the hiftorian 
Zofimus. For my own part, I shall frankly con- 
fefs, that I am willing to find , or even to feek, 
in the revolutions of the world , fome traces of 
the mild and tender fentiments of domeftic life; 
and, amidft the crowd of fierce and ambitious 
conquerors , I can diftinguish , with peculiar com- 
placency , a gentle hero , who may be fuppofed 
to receive his armour from the hands of love. The 
alliance of the Perfian king was fecured by the 
faith of treaties; the martial Barbarians were per- 
fuaded to follow the ftandard , or to refpcct the 
frontiers , of an active and liberal monarch m > and 
the dominions of Theodofius, from the Euphrates 
to the Hadriatic , refounded with the preparations 
of war both by land and fca. The skilful dif- 
pofition of the forces of the Eaft fcemed to mul- 
tiply their numbers, and diftracted the attention 
of Maximus. He had reafon to fear , that a chofen 
body of troops , under the command of the in- 
trepid Arbogaftes, would direct their march along 
the banks of the Danube , and boldly penetrate 
through the Rhsetian provinces into the centre 
of Gaul. A powerful fleet was equipped in the 
harbours of Greece and Epirus, with an apparent 
dcCign , that as foon as the paffage had been 
opened by a naval victory , Valentinian , and his 
mother, should land in, Italy, proceed, without 
delay, to Rome, and occupy the raajeftic feat of 
religion and empire. In the mean while , Theodofius 
himfelf advanced at the head of a brave and 
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V 

difciplined army, to encounter his unworthy chap. 
rival , who, after the fiege of iEmona, had fixed XXVIL 
his camp in* the neighbourhood of Sifcia , a city 
of Pannonia, ftrongly fortified by the broad and 
rapid ftream of the Save. 

The veterans , who flill remembered the long D « fcat ™ 4 
refinance, and fucceffive refources , of the tyrant Maximus, 
Magnentius , might prepare themfelves for the a. d. 388. 
labours of three bloody campaigns. But the con- ^"uguftT 
teft with his fucceffor , who j like him , had 
ufurped the throne of the Weft, was eafily deci- 
ded in the term of two months 7 * , and within 
the fpace of two hundred miles. The fuperior 
genius of the emperor of the Eaft might prevail 
over the feeble Maximus; who, in this import- 
ant crifis, shewed himfelf deftitute of military 
skill, or perfonal courage; but the abilities oT 
Theodofius were feconded by the advantage 
which he poflefled of a numerous and active 
cavalry. The Huns , the Alani , and , after their 
example,- the Goths themfelves, were formed 
into fquadrons of archers ; who fought on horfe- 
back, and confounded the fteady valour of the 
Gauls and Germans , by the rapid motions of a 
Tartar war. After the fatigue of a long march, 
in the heat of fummer, they fpurred their foaming 
horfes into the waters of the Save, fwam the 
river in the prefence of the enemy , and inftantly 
charged and routed the troops who guarded the 
high ground on the oppofite fide. Marcellinus, the 
tyrant's brother, advanced to fupport them with the 
felect cohorts, which were considered as the hope 
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chap, andftrength of the army. The action, which had 
xxvix. been interrupted by the approach of night , was 
renewed in the morning; and, after -a sharp con- 
flict, the furviving remnant of the braveft foldiers 
of Maximus threw down their arms at the feet of 
the conqueror. Without fufpending his march , to 
receive the loyal acclamations of the citizens of 
JEmona , Theodofius preffed forwards , to ter- 
minate the war by the death or captivity of his 
rival, who fled before him with the diligence of 
fear. From the fummit of the Julian Alps , he de- 
fcended with fuch incredible fpeed into the plain 
of Italy, that he reached Aquileia on the evening 
of the firft day ; and Maximus , who found him- 
felf encompaffed on all fides , had fcarcely time to 
shut the gates of the city. But the gates could 
not long refill the effort of a victorious enemy ; 
and the defpair , the disaffection , the indifference 
of the foldiers and people , haftened the downfall 
of the wretched Maximus. He was dragged from 
his throne , rudely ftripped of the Imperial orna- 
ments, the robe, the diadem, and the purple 
slippers; and conducted , like a malefactor , to the 
camp and prefence of Theodofius , at a place about 
three miles from Aquileia* The behaviour of 
the emperor was not intended to infult, and he 
shewed fome difpofition to pity and forgive, the 
tyrant of the Weft, who had never been his per- 
fonal enemy , and wa* now become the object of 
his contempt. Our fympachy is the moft forcibly 
excited by the misfortunes to which we are ex- 
pofed; and the fpectacle of a proud competitor, 
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now proftrate at his feet, could not fail of pro- chap; 
ducing very ferious and folemn thoughts in the xxvu * 
mind of the victorious emperor. But the feeble 
emotion of involuntary pity was checked by his 
regard for public jufticc , and the memory of Gra- 
tian; and he abandoned the victim to the pious 
zeal of the foldiers , who drew him out of the 
Imperial prefence , and inftantly feparated his 
head from his body. The intelligence of his defeat 
and death was received with fincere , or well- 
diffembled , joy : his fon Victor , on whom he had 
conferred che title of Auguftus, died by the order, 
perhaps by the hand, of the bold Arbogaftes ; 
and all the military plans of Theodofius were 
fuccefcfully executed. When he had thus ter- 
minated the civil war, with lefs difficulty and 
bloodshed than he might naturally expect , he 
employed the winter months of his refidencc at 
Milan, to reftore the ftate of the afflicted pro- 
vinces; and 7 early in the fpring he made, after 
the example of Conftantine and Conftantius , his 
triumphal entry into the ancient capital of the 
Roman empire 77 . 

The orator, who may be filent without danger, Virtues o£ 
may praife without difficulty , and without re- Theode- 
luctance 7 * ; and pofterity will confefs , that the s 
character of Theodofius 79 might furnish the fub- 
ject of a fincere and ample panegyric. The wif- 
dom of his laws , and the fuccel^ of his arms, 
rendered his adrniniftration refpectable in the eyes 
both of his fubjects, and of his enemies. He 
loved and practifed the virtues of doraeftic life, 
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chap, which feldom hold their refidence in the palaces of 
xxvil kings. Theodofius was chafte and temperate: he 
enjoyed, without excefs, the fenfual and focial 
pleafures of the table ; and the warmth of his 
amorous paflions was never diverted from their 
lawful objects. The proud titles of Imperial 
greatnefs were adorned by the tender names of a 
faithful husband, an indulgent father; his uncle 
was raifed , by his affectionate efteem , to the rank 
of a fecond parent : Theodofius embraced , as his 
own, the children of his brother and fitter; and 
the expreffions of his regard were extended to the 
moft diftant and obfeure branches of his numerous 
kindred. His familiar friends were judiciously 
felected from among thofe perfons , who , in the 
equal intercourfe of private life , had appeared 
before his eyes without a mask: the confeioufnefs 
of perfonal and fuperior merit enabled him to 
defpife the accidental diftinction of the purple ; 
and he proved by his conduct , that he had 
forgotten all the injuries, while he moft grate- 
fully remembered all the favours and fervices, 
which he had received before he afcended .the 
throne of the Roman empire. The ferious , or 
lively , tone of his converfation , was adapted to 
the age, the rank, or the character , of his fub- 
jects whom he admitted into his fociery; and the 
affability of his manners difplayed the image of 
his mind. Theodofius refpected the fimplicry of 
the good and virtuous; every art, every talent , 
ofanufeful, or even of an innocent , nature, was 
rewarded by his judicious liberality ; and , except 

the 
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the heretics, whom he perfecuted with implacable chap. 
hatred , the diftufive circle of his benevolence was X a " 
circumfcribed only by the limits of the human 
race. The government of a mighty empire may 
afTuredly fuffice to occupy the time , and the abi- 
lities , of a mortal : yet the diligent prince , with- 
out afpiring to the unfuitable reputation of pro- 
found learning, always referved fome moments of 
his leifure for the inftructive araufement of read- 
ing. Hiftory , which enlarged his experience , 
was his favourite ftudy. The annals of Rome , 
in the long period of eleven hundred years , pre- 
sented him with a various and fplendid picture of 
human life ; and it has been particularly obferved , 
that whenever he perufed the cruel acts of Cinna , 
of Marius, or of Sylla, he warmly exprefled his 
generous deteftation of thofe enemies of humanity 
and freedom. His difmterefted opinion of paft 
events was ufefully applied as the rule of his own 
actions ; and Theodofius has deferved the lingular 
commendation , that his virtues always feemed to 
'expand with his fortune : the feafpn of his pro- 
sperity was that of his moderation; and his cle- 
mency appeared the moft confpicuous after the 
danger and fuccefs of the civil war. The Moorish 
guards of the tyrant had been maflacred in the 
firft heat of the victory ; and a fmall number of 
the mod obnoxious criminals Suffered the punish- 
ment of the law. But the emperor shewed him- 
felf much more attentive to relieve the innocent , 
than to chaftife the guilty. The opprefled Subjects 
of the Weft, who would have deemed themfelves 
Vol. V. D 
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chap, happy in the reftoration of theif lands, were 
xxvii. a ftonished to receive a fum of money equivalent 
to their lo(Te$ ; and the liberality of the conqueror 
fupported the aged mother , and educated the 
orphan daughters, of Maximus *\ A character 
thus accomplished, might almoft excufe the ex- 
travagant fuppofition of the orator Pacatus ; that , 
if the elder Brutus could be permitted to revifit 
the earth, the ftern republican would abjure, at 
the feet of Theodofius , his hatred of kings ; and 
ingenuously confefs , that fuch a monarch was 
the rood faithful guardian of the happinefs and 
dignity, of the Roman people 91 . 
Faults of Yet the piercing eye of the founder of the re- 
Th«odo- public muft have difcerned two efTential imper- 
fections, which might, perhaps, have abated his 
recent love of defpotifnv. The virtuous mind of 
Theodofius was often relaxed by indolence '* , and 
it was fometimes inflamed by paftion ,J . In the 
purfuit of an important object, his active courage 
was capable of the mod vigorous exertions; but, 
as foon as the defign was accomplished , or the 
danger was furmounted , the hero funk into in- 
glorious repofe ; and , forgetful that the time of a 
prince is the property of his people , refigned him- 
felf to the enjoyment of the innocent , but trifling, 
pleafures of a luxurious court. The natural dif- 
pofition of Theodofius was hafly and choleric ; 
and , in a ftation where none could refill , and few 
would difluade , the fatai confequence of his re- 
fentment, the humane monarch was juftly alarmed 
by the confcioufnefs of his infirmity , and of his 
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power. It was the conftant ftiidy of his life to chap 
fupprefs , or regulate , the intemperate Tallies of XXUL 
paflion, and the fuccefs of his efforts enhanced 
the merit of his clemency. But the painful vir- 
tue which claims the merit of victory, is cx- 
pofed to the danger of defeat; and the reign of a 
wife and merciful prince was polluted by an act of 
cruelty , which would ftain the annals of Nero or 
Domitian. Within the fpace of three years, the 
inconfiftent hiftorian of Theodofius muft relate the 
generous pardon of the citizens of Antioch , and the 
inhuman maffacre of the people of Theflalonica. 

The lively impatience of the inhabitants of An- The fed! 
tioch was never fatisfied with their own fituation , tion ot ' 
or with the character, and conduct, of their fuc A "^ 3 , 
ceffive fovereigns. The Arian fubjects of Theo- 
dofius deplored the lofs of their churches ; and , 
as three rival bishops , difputed the throne of An- 
tioch , the fentence which decided their pretenfions 
excited the murmurs of the two unfuccefsful con- 
gregations. The exigencies of the Gothic war , 
and the inevitable expence that accompanied the 
conclufion of the peace, had conftrained the em- 
peror to aggravate the weight of the public im- 
pofitions ; and the provinces of Afia , as they had 
not been involved in the dillrefs, were the lefs 
inclined to contribute to the relief, of Europe. 
The aufpicious period now approached of the 
tenth year of his reign ; a feftival more grateful to 
thefoldiers, who received a liberal donative , than 
to the fubjects , whofe voluntary offerings had 
been long ftnee converted into an extraordinary 

D 2 

V 



Digitized by 



6* THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, and oppreffive burthen. The edicts of taxation 
xxvu. i ntcrrU p tec i tne repofe, and pleafures, of Antioch; 
and the tribunal of the magiftrate was bcfieged by 
afuppliant crowd 5 who , in pathetic , but , at firft, 
in refpectful , language , folicited the redrefs of 
their grievances. They were gradually incenfed 
by the pride of their haughty rulers , who treated 
their complaints as a criminal refiftancc ; their 
fatirical wit degenerated into sharp and angry 
invectives : and , from the Subordinate powers 
of government , the invectives of the people 
infenfibly rofe to attack the facred character 
a«» of the emperor himfelf. Their fury , provoked 
by a feeble oppofition , dicharged itfelf on the 
• images of the Imperial family , which were 
erected , as objects of public veneration , in the 
moft confpicuous places of the city. The flatues 
of Theodofius , of his father, of his wife Flaccilla , 
of his two fons , Arcadius and Honorius , were 
infolently thrown down from their pedeftals, 
broken in pieces , or dragged with contempt 
through the ftreets : and the indignities which 
were offered to the representations of Imperial 
majefty , fufficiently declared the impious and 
treafonable wishes of the populace. The tumult 
was almoft immediately fupprefled by the arrival 
of a body of archers ; and Antioch had leifure to 
reflect on the nature and confequences of her 
crime According to the duty of his office, 
the governor of the province difpatched a faithful 
narrative of the whole tranlaction ; while the 
^trembling citizens intruded the confeffion of their 
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crime, and the aflbrances of their repentance , to chap, 
•the zeal of Flavian their bishop , and to the elo- xxvil 
quence of the fenator Hilarius , the friend , and , 
moft probably , the difciple , of Libanius ; whofe 
genius , on this melancholy occafion , was not ufe- 
lefs to his country 99 . But the two capitals , An- 
tioch and Gonftantinople , were feparated by the 
diftance of eight hundred miles; and, notwith- 
ftanding the diligence of the Imperial pofts, the 
guilty city was feverely punished by a long and 
dreadful interval of fufpence. Every rumour 
agitated the hopes and fears of the Antiochians ; 
9 and they heard with terror, that their fovereign, 
exafperated by the infult which had been offered 
to his own ftatues , and , more efpecially , to thofe 
of his beloved wife , hadrefolved to level witn the 
ground the offending city ; and to maflacre, 
without diftinction of age or fex , the criminal 
inhabitants M ; many of whom were actually driven , 
by their apprehenftons , to feek a refuge in the 
mountains of Syria , and the adjacent defert. At 
length , twenty - four days after the fedition , the March 22,. 
general Hellebicus , and Caefarius , matter of the 
offices, declared the will of the emperor, and the 
fentence of Antioch. That proud capital was 
degraded from the rank of a city $ and the metro- 
polis of the Eaft, dripped of its lands , its privi- 
leges , and its revenues , was fubjected , under the 
humiliating denomination of a village, to the ju- 
rifdiction of Laodicea *\ The Baths, the Circus, » 
and the theatres , were shut : and , that every 
fourcc of plenty and pleafure might at the lame 
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chap, time be intercepted, the diftribution of corn was 
xxvu, abolished , by the fevere inftructions of Theodofius. • 
His commiflioners then proceeded to inquire into 
the guilt of individuals ; of thofe who had per- 
petrated , and of thofe who had not prevented , the 
destruction of the facred ftatues. The tribunal 
of Hellcbicus and Ca?farius , encompaffed with 
armed foldiers, was erected in the midft of the 
Forum. The noblefl , and moft wealthy , of the 
citizens of Antioch , appeared before them in 
chains ; the examination was affifted by the ufe 
of torture , and their fentence was pronounced or 
fufpended, according to the judgment of thefe 
extraordinary magiflrates. The houfes of the cri- 
minals were expofed to fale, their wives aqd 
children were fuddenly reduced , from affluence 
and luxury, to the moft abject diftrefs; and a 
bloody execution was expected to conclude the 
horrors of a day which the preacher of An- 
tioch , the eloquent Chryfoftora , has reprefented 
as a lively image of the laft and univerfal judg- 
ment of the world. But the minifters of Theodo- 
fius performed, with reluctance, the cruel task 
which had been aftigned them ; they dropped a 
gentle tear over the calamities of the people; 
and they liftened with reverence to the prefling 
folicitations of the monks and hermits, who de- 
fcended in fwarms from the mountains *\ Hel- 
lcbicus and Cscfarius were perfuaded to fufpend 
the execution of their fentence; and it was agreed 
that the former should remain at Antioch, while 
the latter returned, with all poflible fpeed, to 
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Conftantinople; and prefumed once more to con- chap. 
fult the will of his fovereign. The refentment of xxvn - 
Theodofius had already fubfided ; the deputies 
of the people , both the bishop and the orator , had dofius. 
obtained a favourable audience ; and the re- 
proaches of the emperor were the complaints of 
injured friendship, rather than the ftern menaces 
of pride and power. A free and general pardon 
was granted to the city and citizens of Antioch ; 
the prifon - doors were thrown open ; the fenators » 
who defpaired of their lives , rec6vered the pof- 
fcflion of their houfes and eftates ; and the capital 
of the Eaft was reflored to the enjoyment of her 
ancient dignity and fplendour. Theodofius con- 
defcended to praife the fenate of Conftantinople , 
who had generously interceded for their diflrefled 
brethren: he rewarded the eloquence of Hilarius 
with the government of Paleftine ; and difmiffed 
the bishop of Antioch with the warmeft expreflions 
of his refpect and gratitude. A thoufand new April i*. 
ftatues arofe to the clemency of Theodofius ; the 
applaufe of his fubjects was ratified by the appro- 
bation of his own heart; and the emperor con- 
fefled , that, if the exercife of juftice is the mod 
important duty, the indulgence of mercy is the 
moft exquifite pleafure, of a fovereign 

The fedition of Theflalonica is afcribed to a sedition 
more shameful caufe, ^nd was productive of much * a n cr J" 0 a f 
more dreadful confequences. That great city, Theflaio- 
the metropolis of all the lilyrian provinces, had ™ c ** ^ q 
been protected from the dangers of the Gothic 
war by ftrong fortifications , and a numerous 
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chap, garrifon. Botheric, the general of thofe troops, 
xxvii* anc j % as i t should feem from his name , a Barbarian , 
had among his slaves a beautiful boy , who excited 
the impure defires of one of the charioteers of the 
Circus. The infolent and brutal lover was thrown 
into prifon by the order of Botheric; and he 
fternly rejected the importunate clamours of the 
multitude, who, on the day of the public games, 
lamented the abfence of their favourite , and con- 
fidered the skill of a charioteer as an object of 
more importance than his virtue. The refent- 
ment of the people was embittered by fome pre- 
vious difputes ; and , as the ftrength of the gar- 
rifon had been drawn away for the fervice of the 
Italian war, the feeble remnant, whofe numbers 

were reduced by defertion, could not fave the 

• 

unhappy general from their licentious fury. Bo- 
theric , and feveral of his principal officers , were 
inhumanly murdered : their mangled bodies were 
dragged about the flreets ; and the emperor, who 
then refided at Milan , was furprifed by the intel- 
ligence of the audacious and wanton cruelty of the 
people of ThefTalonica. The fentence of a dif- 
paflionate judge would have inflicted a fevere 
punishment on the authors of the crime ; and the 
merit of Botheric might contribute to exafperate 
the grief and indignation of his mafter. The 
fiery and choleric temper of Theodofius was im- 
patient of the dilatory forms of a judicial enquiry; 
and he haflily refolved , that the blood of his lieu- 
tenant should be expiated by the blood of the, 
guilty people. Yet his mind ftill fluctuated 



Digitized by 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, st 



between the counfels of clemency and of revenge ; 
the zeal of the bishops had almoft extorted from 
the reluctant emperor the promife of a general 
pardon ; his paflion was again inflamed by the 
flattering Suggeftions of his minifter Rufinus; 
and , after Theodofius had difpatched the meffen- 
gers of death, he attempted, when it was too late, 
to prevent the execution of his orders. The pu- 
nishment of a Roman city was blindly committed 
to the undiftinguishing fword of the Barbarians ; 
and the hoftile preparations were concerted with 
the dark and perfidious artifice of an illegal con- 
spiracy. The people of Theflalonica were trea- 
cherously invited, in the name of their Sovereign, 
to the games of the Circus : and fuch was their in- 
Satiate avidity for thofe amufements, that every 
confideratiorr of fear, or fufpicion, was difre- 
guarded by the numerous Spectators. As foon as 
the aflembly was complete, the Soldiers, who had 
Secretly been pofted round the circus, received the 
Signal, not of the racers, but of a general maflacre. 
The promifcuous carnage continued three hours, 
without difcrimination of Grangers or natives, of 
age or Sex , of innocence or guilt ; the moil mo- 
derate accounts (late the number of the* slain at 
Seven thoufand ; and it is affirmed by Some writers, 
that more than fifteen thoufand victims were Sacri- 
ficed to the manes of Botheric. A foreign merchant, 
who had probably no concern in his murder, 
offered his own life, and all his wealth, to Supply 
the place of one of his two Sons; but, while the 
father hefitated with equal tendernels, while he 
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was doubtful to chufe, and unwilling to condemn, 
the foldiers determined his fufpenfe, by plunging 
their daggers at the fame moment into the breads 
of the defencelefs youths. The apology of the af- 
faffins, that they were obliged to produce the pre. 
fcribed number of heads, ferves only toincreafe, 
by an appearance of order and defign, the horrors 
of the ma fiacre, which was executed by the com- 
mands of Theodofius. The guilt of the emperor 
is aggravated by his long and frequent refidence at 
Theflalonica. The fituation of the unfortunate 
city, the afpect of the ftreets and buildings , the 
drefs and faces of the inhabitants, were familiar, 
and even prefent, to his imagination; and Theo- 
dofius pofiefled a quick and lively fenfe of the 
exiftence of the people whom he deftroyed *\ 

The refpectful attachment of the emperor for 
the orthodox clergy, had difpofed him to love 
and admire the character of Ambrofe; who united 
all the epifcopal virtues in the mod eminent de- 
gree. The friends and minifters of Theodofius 
imitated the example of their fovereign ; and he 
obferved , with more furprife than difpleafure , 
that all his fecret counfels were immediately com- 
municated to the archbishop ; who acted from the 
laudable perfuafion , that every meafure of civil 
government may have fome connection with the 
glory of God, and the intereft of the true religion. 
The monks and populace of Callinicum , an ob- 
fcure town on the frontier of Perfia, excited by 
their own fanaticifm, and by that of their bishop, 
had tumultuously burnt a conventicle of the Va- 
lentinians, and a fynagogue of the Jews. The 
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feditious prelate was condemned , by the magif- chap. 
trate of 'the province, either to rebuild the fyna- xxvu * 
gogue, or to repay the damage; and this moderate 
fentence was confirmed by the, emperor. But it 
was not confirmed by the archbishop of Milan *\ 
He dictated an epiftle of cenfure and reproach, 
more fuitable , perhaps , if the emperor had re- 
ceived the mark of circumcifion , and renounced 
the faith of his baptifm. Ambrofe confiders the 
toleration of the Jewish, as the perfecution of the 
Chriflian, religion; boldly declares, that he him- 
felf , and every true believer , would eagerly dis- 
pute with the bishop of Callinicum the merit of 
the deed , and the crown of martyrdom ; and la- 
ments, in the mod pathetic terms, that, the exe- 
cution of the fentence would be fatal to the fame 
and falvation of Theodofius. As this private 
admonition did not produce an immediate effect, 
the archbishop, from his pulpit 91 , publicly ad- 
drefled the emperor on his throne '* ; nor would 
he confent to offer the oblation of the altar, till 
Vie had obtained from Theodofius a folemn and 
pofitive declaration, which fecured the impunity 
of the bishop and monks of Callinicum. The 
.recantation of Theodofius was fincere and, 
during the term of his refidence at Milan, his 
affection for Ambrofe was continually increafed 
by the habits of pious and familiar converfation. 

When Ambrofe was informed of the maflacre p cn nance 
of Theflalonica , his mind was filled with horror ofTheo- 
and anguish. He retired into the country to in- 
dulge his griif, and to avoid the prefence of 
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chap; Theodofius. But as the archbishop was fatisfied 
xxvii. t h at a timid filence would render him the accom- 
plice of his guilt, he reprefented , in a private 
letter, the enormity of the crime > which could 
only be effaced by the tears of penitence. The 
epifcopai vigour of Ambrofe was tempered by 
prudence; and he contented himfelf with figni- 
ifying '* an indirect fort of excommunication, by 
the a flu ranee, that he had been warned in a virion, 
not to offer the oblation in the name, or in the 
prefence, of Theodofius $ and by the advice, that 
he would confine himfelf to the ufe of prayer , 
without prefuming to approach the altar of Chrift, 
or to receive the holy eucharift with thofe hands 
that were ftill polluted with the blood of an 
innocent people. The emperor was deeply affected 
by his own reproaches, and by thofe of his fpiritual 
father ; and, after he had bewailed the mifchievous 
and' irreparable confequences of his rash fury, he 
proceeded, in the accuftomed manner, to perform 
his devotions in the great church of Milan. He 
was (lopped in the porch by the archbishop ; who, 
in the tone and language of an ambaffador of 
Heaven , declared to his fovereign , that private 
contrition was not fufficient to atone for a public 
fault, or to appeafe the juftice of the offended 
- Deity. Theodofius humbly reprefented, that if 
he had contracted the guilt of homicide , David, 
the man after God's own heart , had been guilty, 
not only of murder, but of adultery. " You 
„ have imitated David in his crime , imitate then 
„ his repentance was the reply of the undaunted 
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Ambrofe. The rigorous conditions of peace and 
pardon were accepted ; and the public pennance 
of the emperor Theodofius has been recorded as 
one of the moil honourable events in the annals 
of the church. According to the mildeft rules of 
ecclefiaftical difcipline, which were eftablished in 
the fourth century, the crime of homicide was 
expiated by the penitence of twenty years 97 : 
and as it was impoffible , in the period of human 
life, to purge the accumulated guilt of the mafia- 
ere of Theflalonica , the murderer should have 
been excluded from the holy communion till the 
hour of his death. But the archbishop, confulting 
the maxims of religious policy , granted fome 
indulgence to the rank of his illuftrious penitent, 
who humbled in the dud the pride of the diadem ; 
and the public edification might be admitted as 
a weighty reafon to abridge the duration of his 
punishment. It was fufficient, that the emperor 
of the Romans, dripped of the enfigns of royalty, 
should appear in a mournful and fuppliant pofture ; 
and that, in the midft of the church of Milan, 
he should humbly folicit, with fighs and tears, 
the pardon of his fins M . In this fpiritual cure, 
Ambrofe employed the various methods of mild- 
nefs and feverity. After a delay of about eight 
months , Theodofius was reftored to the commu- 
nion of the faithful ; and the edict, which interpo- 
fes a falutary interval of thirty days between the 
fentence and the execution, may be accepted as the 
worthy fruits of his repentance M . Pofterity has 
applauded the virtuous firmoefs of the archbishop : 
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chap, and the example of Theodofius may prove the 
xxvii. beneficial influence of thofe principles , which 
could force a monarch , exalted above the appre- 
henfion of human punishment , to refpect the 
laws, and minifters, of an invifible Judge. <c The 
„ prince , " fays Montefquieu , " who is actuated 
„ by the hopes and fears of religion , may be 
„ compared to a lion, docile only to the voice, 

and tractable to the hand, of his keeper I0 \ 
The motions of the royal animal will therefore 
depend on the inclination , and intereft , of the ' 
man who has acquired fuch dangerous authority 
over him; and the prieft, who holds in his hand 
the confeience of a king, may inflame, or moderate, 
his fanguinary palfions. The caufe of humanity, 
and that of perfecution , have been aflerted , by 
the fame Ambrofe , with equal energy , and with 
equal fuccefs. 

Generofi After the defeat and death of the tyrant of 
ofTheodo. Gaul , the Roman world was in the pofleffion of 
CU a/ n. Theodofius. He derived from the choice of 
388—391. Gratian his honourable title to the provinces of 
the Eaft : he had acquired the Weft by the right 
of conqueft; and the three years, which he fpent 
in Italy, were ufefully employed to reftore the 
authority of the laws; and to correct the abufes, 
which had prevailed with impunity under the 
ufurpation of Maximus, and the minority of 
Valentinian. The name of Valentinian was regu- 
larly inferted in the public acts : but the tender 
age , and doubtful faith , of the fon of Jtiflina / 
appeared to require the prudent care of an orthodox 
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XXVIJ. 



guardian; and his fpecious ambition might have 
excluded die unfortunate* youth , without a ftrug- 
gle , and aim oft without a murmur , from the 
adminiftration , and even from the inheritance, 
of the empire. If Theodofius had confulted the 
rigid maxims of intereft and policy, his conduct 
would have been juftified by his friends ; but the 
generofity of his behaviour on this memorable 
occafion has extorted the applaufe of his mod 
inveterate enemies. He feated Valentinian on the 
throne of Milan; and, without ftipulating any 
prefent or future advantages , reftored him to the 
abfolute dominion of all the provinces from which 
he had been driven by the arms of Maximus. To 
the reflitutidn of his ample patrimony, Theodofius 
added the free and generous gift of the countries 
beyond the Alps, which his fuccefsful valour had 
recovered from the affaffin of Gratian xo \ Satisfied 
with the glory which he had acquired, by reveng- 
ing the death of his benefactor, and delivering 
the Weft from the yoke of tyranny, the emperor 
returned from Milan to Conftantinople; and, in 
the peaceful pofleflion of the Eaft , infenfibly 
relapfed into his former habits of luxury and 
indolence. Theodofius difcharged his obligation 
to the brother, he indulged his conjugal tendernefs 
to the fifter, of Valentinian: and pofterity, which 
admires the pure and fmgular glory of his eleva- 
tion , muft applaud his unrivalled generofity in 
the ufc of victory. 

The emprefs Juftina did not long furvive her Character 
return to Italy ; and , though she beheld the 



of Valeiiti. 
niaii. 



f 

Dia 



Digitized by Google 



■ 



64 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, triumph of Theodofius, she was not allowed to 
xxvn. influence the government of her fon "\ The 

A.D. J9I. . . © . 

pernicious attachment to the Anan iect , which 
Valentinian had imbibed from her example and 
inftructions, were foon erafed by the Ieffons of a 
more orthodox education. His growing zeal for 
the faith of Nice , and his filial reverence for the 
character, and authority, of Ambrofe , difpofed 
the Catholics to entertain the mod favourable 
opinion of the virtues of the young emperor of 
the Weft x '\ They applauded his chaftity an4 tem- 
perance, his contempt of pleafure, his application 
to bufinefs, and his tender affection for his two 
fifters ; which could not , however , feduce his 
impartial equity to pronounce an unjuft fentence 
againft the meaneft of his fubjects. But this amia- 
ble youth, before he had accomplished the twenti- 
eth year of his age , was opprefled by domeftic 
treafon ; and the empire was again involved in 
the horrors of a civil war. Arbogaftes ,0 *, a 
gallant fojdier of the nation of the Franks, held 
the fecond rank in the fervice of Gratia n. On 
the death of his matter , he joined the ftandard of 
Theodofius; contributed, by his valour and mili- 
tary conduct, to the deftruction of the tyrant ; 
and was appointed , after the victory , mafter- 
general of the armies of Gaul. His real merit, and 
apparent fidelity , had gained the confidence both 
of the prince and people ; his boundlefs liberality 
corrupted the allegiance of the troops; and, whilft 
he was univerfally efteemed as the pillar of the 
flate, the bold and crafty Barbarian was fecretly 

determined 



Digitized by*Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 65 



determined, either to rule, or to ruin, the empire chap. 
of the Weft. The important commands of the XXVIL 
army were diftributed among the Franks; the 
creatures of Arbogaftes were promoted to all the 
honours and offices of the civil government ; 
the progrefs of the confpiracy removed every 
faithful fervant from the prefence of Valentinian ; 
and the emperor, without power, and without 
intelligence, infenfibly funk into the precarious 
and dependent condition of a captive **\ The 
indignation which he exprefled, though it might 
arife only from the rash and impatient temper of 
youth, may be candidly afcribed to the generous 
fpirit of a prince, who felt that he was not 
unworthy to reign. He fecretly invited the arch- 
bishop of Milan to undertake the office of a 
mediator ; as the pledge of his fincerity , and the 
guardian of his fafety. He contrived to apprife 
the emperor of the Eaft of his helptefs fituation ; 
and he declared, that, unlefs Theodofius could 
fpeedily march to his affiftance, he mud attempt 
to efcape from the palace, or rather prifon, of 
Vienna in Gaul, where he had imprudently fixed 
his refidence in the midft of the hoftile faction. 
But the hopes of relief were diftant, and doubtful; 
and, as every day furnished fome new provocation, 
the emperor, without ftrength or counfel , too 
haftily refolved to risk an immediate conteft with 
his powerful general. He received Arbogaftes 
on the throne; and, as the count approached 
with fome appearance of reject , delivered to 
him a paper, which difmified him from all his 



Vol. V. 



E 




Digitized by Google 



66 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, employments. "My authority, " replied Arbogaf- 
xxvu. tes yyi^ infulting coolnefs, " does not depend* 
5 > on the fmile , or the frown , of a monarch ; 
and he contemptuously threw the paper on the 
ground. % The indignant monarch (hatched at the 
fword of one of the guards , which he ftrugglcd 
to draw from its fcabbard * and it was not without 
fome degree of violence that he was prevented 
from ufing the deadly weapon again (I his enemy, 
His death, or againft himfelf. A few days after this extraor- 
May'is!*' dinary quarrel, in which he had expofed his 
refentment and his weaknefs , the unfortunate 
Valentinian was found ftrangled in his apartment; 
and fome pains were employed to difguife the 
manifeft guilt of Arbogaftes, and to perfuade the 
world , that the death of the young emperor had 
been the voluntary effect of his own defpair ,0 '. 
His body was conducted with decent pomp to 
the fepulchre of Milan; and the archbishop pro- 
nounced a funeral oration to commemorate his 
virtue , and his misfortunes Ior . On this occafion, 
the humanity of Ambrofe tempted him to make 
a fingular breach in his theological fyftem; and 
to comfort the weeping fitters of Valentinian , by 
the firm afTurance, that their pious brother, though 
he had not received the facrament of baptifm, 
was introduced, without difficulty, into the man- 
fions of eternal blifs "\ 
ufurpation The prudence of Arbogaftes had prepared the 
n[« Uge " f ucce k °f n * s ambitious defigns: and the provin- 
a.'d. cials, in whofe breads every fentiment of patrio- 
392 — 394- tifm or loyalty was extinguished , expected, with 
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tame refignation, the unknown matter, whom the 
choice of a Frank might place on the Imperial 
throne. But fome remains of pride and prejudice 
ftill oppofed the elevation of Arbogaftes himfelf; 
and the judicious Barbarian thought it more advi- 
fable to reign under the name of fome dependent 
Roman. He beftowed the purple on the rhetorician 
Eugenius 109 ; whom he had already raifed from 
the place of his domeftic fecretaVy , to tfye rank 
of matter of the offices. In the courfe both of his 
private and public fervice, the count had always 
approved the attachment and abilities of Euge* 
nius; his learning and eloquence, fupported by 
the gravity of his manners, recommended him 
to the efteem of the people; and the reluctance, 
with which he feemed to afcend the throne , may 
infpire a favourable prejudice of his virtue and 
moderation. The ambaffadors of the new emperor 
were immediately difpatched to the court of 
Theodolius, to communicate, with affected grief, 
the unfortunate accident of the death of Valenti- 
man ; and , without mentioning the name of 
Arbogaftes , to requeft , that the monarch of the 
Eaft would embrace , as his lawful colleague , the 
refpectable citizen , who had obtained the unanN 
mous fuffrage of the armies and provinces of the 
Weft "\ Theodofius was juftly provoked, that 
the perfidy of a Barbarian should have deftroyed, 
in a moment, the labours, and the fruit, of his 
former victory ; and he was excited by the tears 
of his beloved wife to revenge the fate of her 
unhappy brother, and once more to alTert by arms 
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chap, the violated maiefty of the throne. But as the 

Y YVTF 

fecond conqueft of the Weft was a task of diffi- 
culty and danger, he difmifled, with fplendid 
prefents, and an ambiguous anfwer, the ambafta- 
dors of Eugenius; and almoft two years were 
con fumed in the preparations of the civil war. 
TheodoOus Before he formed any decifive refolution , the 
prepares for pi ous emperor was anxious to difcover the will 
of heaven ; and as the progrefs of Chriftianity 
had filenced the oracles of Delphi and Dodona, 
he confulted an Egyptian monk, who poflfefled, 
in the opinion of the age, the gift of miracles, 
and the knowledge of futurity. Eutropius , one 
of the favourite eunuchs of the palace of Con- 
ftantinople, embarked for Alexandria, from whence 
he failed up the Nile as far as the city of Lyco- 
polis , or of Wolves , in the remote province of 
Thebais "\ In the neighbourhood of that city, 
and on the fummit of a lofty mountain, the holy 
John xu had conflructed, with his own hands, 
an humble cell, in which he had dwelt above 
fifty years, without opening his door, without 
feeing the face of a woman , and without tailing 
any food that had been prepared by fire, or any 
human art. Five days of the week he fpent in 
prayer and meditation ; but on Saturdays and 
Sundays he regularly opened a fmall window, 
and gave audience to the crowd of fuppliants, 
who (ucceflively flowed from every part of the 
Chriftian world. The eunuch of Theodofius 
approached the window with refpectful fteps, 
propofed his queftions concerning the event of the 
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civil war, and foon returned with a favourable 
oracle, which animated the courage of the em- 
peror by the aflurance of a bloody, but infallible, 
victory "\ The accomplishment of the prediction 
was forwarded by all the means that human pru- 
dence could fupply. The indqftry of the two 
mailer-generals , Stilicho and Timafius , was di- 
rected to recruit the numbers, and to revive the 
difpipline, of the Roman legions. The formid- 
able troops of Barbarians marched under the 
enfigns of their national chieftains. The Iberian , 
the Arab , and the Goth , who gazed on each 
other with mutual aftonishment , were enlifted in 
the fervice of the fame prince ; and the renowned 
Alaric acquired , in the fchool of Theodofius , the 
knowledge of the art of war, which he afterwards 
fo fatally exerted for the deftruction of Rome " , . 

The Emperor of the Weft , or, to fpeak more 
properly, his general Arbogaftes, was inftructed 
by the mifconduct and misfortune of Maximus, 
how dangerous it might prove to extend the line 
of defence again ft a skilful antagonift , who was 
free to prefs , or to fufpend , to contract , or to 
multiply , his various methods of attack Ar- 
bogaftes fixed his ftation on the confines of Italy ; 
the troops of Theodofius were permitted to oc- 
cupy, without refiftance , the provinces of Pan- 
nonia, as far as the foot of the Julian Alps; and 
. even the paffa ges of the mountains were ne- 
gligently , or perhaps artfully, abandoned , to the 
bold invader. He defcended from the hills, and 
beheld, with fome aftonishment, the formidable 
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chap, camp of the Gauls and Germans, that covered 
with arms and tents the open country, 'which 
extends to the walls of Aquileia, and the banks 
of the Frigidus 117 , or Cold River "*. This narrow 
theatre of the war, circumfcribed by the Alps 
and the Hadriatic, did not allow much room for 
the operations of military skill; the fpirit of Ar- 
bogaftes would have difdained a pardon ; his 
guilt extinguished the hope of a negociation, and 
Theodofius was impatient to fatisfy his glory and 
revenge , by the chaftifement of the aflaflins of 
Valentinian. Without weighing the natural and 
artificial obflacles that oppofed his efforts , the 
emperor of the Eaft immediately attacked the 
fortifications of his rivals , afligned the poft of 
honourable danger to the Goths , and cherished a 
fecret wish, that the bloody conflict might di- 
minish the pride and numbers of the conquerors. 
Ten thoufand of thofe auxiliaries, and Bacurius, 
general of the Iberians , died bravely on the field 
of battle. But the victory was not purchafed by 
their blood : the Gauls maintained their advan- 
tage ; and the approach of night protected the 
diforderly flight, or retreat, of the troops of 
Theodofius. The emperor retired to the adjacent 
hills ; where he palled a difconfolate night , 
without sleep , without provifions , and without 
hopes"*; except that ftrorig aflurance , which, 
under the moft defperate circumftances , the in- 
dependent mind may derive from the contempt 
of fortune and of life. The triumph of Eugenius 
was celebrated by the infolent and diflblute joy 
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of his canop ; whilft the active and vigilant Ar- chap. 
bogaftes fecretly detached a confiderable body of XXVIL 
troops to occupy the paffes of the mountains , and 
to encompafs the rqar of the Eaftern army. The 
dawn of day difcovered to the eyes of Theodofius 
the extent and the extremity of his danger: but 
his apprehenflons were foon difpelled , by a 
friendly meflage from the leaders of thofe troops, / 
who exprefTed their inclination to defert the ftand- 
ard of the tyrant. The honourable and lucrative 
rewards , which they ftipulated as the price of 
their perfidy , were granted without hefitation ; 
and as ink and paper could not eafily be procured , 
the emperor fubfcribed, on his own tablets, the 
ratification of the treaty. The fpirit of his fol- 
diers was revived by this feafonable reinforce- 
ment : and they again marched, with confidence, 
to furprife the camp of a tyrant, whofe principal 
officers appeared to diftruft , either the juftice , or 
the fuccefs, of his arms. In the heat of the battle, 
a violent tempeft "* , fuch as is often felt among 
the Alps , fuddenly arofe from the Eaft. The army 
of Theodofius was sheltered by their pofition 
from the impettiofity of the wind , which blew 
a cloud of dud in the faces of the enemy, disor- 
dered their ranks, wrefted their weapons from 
their hands , and diverted , or repelled , their 
ineffectual javelins. This accidental advantage wai 
skilfully improved ; the violence of the ftorm was 
magnified by the fuperftitious terrors of the Gauls 
and they yielded without shame to the invifible 
powers of heaven , who feemed to militate on the 
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chap, fide of die pious emperor. His victory was decifive ; 

xxvii. an( j t h e deaths of his two rivals were diftinguished 
only by the difference of their characters. The 
rhetorician Eugenius , who had almofl acquired 
the dominion of the world , was reduced to im- 
plore the mercy of the coriqueror; and the un« 
relenting foldiers feparated his head from his body, 
as he lay proftrate at the feet of Theodofms. Ar- 
bogaftes, after the lofs of a battle , in which he 
had discharged the duties of a foldier and a general , 
wandered feveral days among the mountains. But 
when he was convinced , that his caufe was de- 
fperate, and his efcape impracticable, the intrepid 
Barbarian imitated the example of the ancient 
Romans , and turned his fword againft his own 
breaft. The fate of the empire was determined 
in a narrow corner of Italy ; and the legitimate 
fucceflbr of the houfe of Valentinian embraced the 
archbishop of Milan , and graciously received the 
fubmifTion of the provinces of the Weft. Thofe 
provinces were involved in the guilt of rebellion; 
while the inflexible eourage of Ambrofe alone had 
refilled the claims of fuccefsful ufurpation. With a 
manly freedom , which might have been fatal to 
any other fubject , the archbishop rejected the 
gifts of Eugenius, declined his correfpondence , 
and withdrew himfelf from Milan , to avoid the 
odious prefence of a tyrant ; whofe downfal he 
predicted in difcreet and ambiguous language. 
The merit of Ambrofe was applauded by the 
conqueror , who fecured the attachment of the 
people by his alliance with the church : and the 
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clemency of Theodofius is afcribed to the humane chap. 
interceffion of the archbishop of Milan "\ xxvu. 

After the defeat of Eugenius , the merit , as Death of 
well as the authority, of Theodofius was cheer- g^ s codo " 
fully acknowledged by all the inhabitants of the a.d!39*, 
Roman world. The experience of his paft con- Jan - I7 * 
duct encouraged the moft pleafing expectations, 
of his future reign ; and the age of the emperor, 
which did not exceed fifty years , feeraed to 
extend the profpect of the public felicity. His 
death, only four months after his victory, was 
confidered by the people as an unforefeen and 
fatal event, which deftroyed , in a moment, the 
hopes of the rifing generation. But the indulgence 
of eafe and luxury had fecretly nourished the 
principles of difeafe "\ The ftrength of Theodofius 
was unable to fupport the fudden and violent 
tranfition from the palace to the camp ; and the 
increafmg fymptoms of a dropfy announced the 
fpeedy dilfolution of the emperor. The opinion, 
and perhaps the intereft, of the public had con- 
firmed the divifion of the Eaftern and Weftern 
empires ; and the two royal youths , Arcadius and^ 
Honorius , who had already obtained , from the 
tendernefs of their father, the title of Auguftus, 
were deftined to fill the thrones of Conftantinople 
and of Rome. Thofe princes were not permitted 
to share the danger and glory of the civil war 
but as foon as Theodofius had triumphed over 
his unworthy rivals, he called his younger fon, 
Honorius, to enjoy the fruits of the victory, and 
to receive the fceptre of the Weft from the hands 
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chap, of his dying father. The arrival of Honorius at 
xxyii. jviilan was welcomed by a fplendid exhibition of 
the games of the Circus ; and the emperor, though 
he was opprefled by the weight of his diforder, 
contributed by his prefence to the public joy. But 
the remains of his ftrength were exhaufted by the 
tpainful effort , which he made , to affift at the 
fpectacles of the morning. Honorius fupplied, 
during the reft of the day, the place of his father; 
and the great Theodofius expired in the enfuing 
night. Notwithstanding the recent animofities of 
a civil war , his death was univerfally lamented. 
The Barbarians , whom he had vanquished , and 
the churchmen , by whom he had been fubdued , 
celebrated , with loud and fincere applaufe , the 
qualities df the deceafed emperor , which ap- 
peared the moft valuable in their eyes. The Ro- 
mans were terrified by the impending dangers of 
a feeble and divided adminiftration ; and every 
difgraceful moment of the unfortunate reigns of 
Arcadius and Honorius revived the memory of 
their irreparable lofs. 
c°rrup- In the faithful picture of the virtues of Theodo- 
fius, his imperfections have not been diffembled; 
the act of cruelty , and the habits of indolence , 
which tarnished the glory of one of the greateft 
of the Roman princes. An hiftorian , perpetually 
adverfe to the fame of Theodofius, has exag- 
gerated his vices, and their pernicious effects; he 
boldly aflerts , that every rank of fubjects imitated 
the effeminate manners of their fovereign ; that 
every fpecies of corruption polluted the courfe of 
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public and private life ; and that the feeble reftraints 
of order and decency were inefficient to refift the 
progrefs of that degenerate fpirit, which facrifices, 
without a blush the confideration of duty and 
intereft to the bafe indulgence of sloth and ap- 
petite " 4 . The complaints of contemporary writers, 
who deplore the increafe of luxury , and depra- 
vation of manners, are commonly expreflive of 
their peculiar temper and fituation. There are few 
obfervers , who poflefs a clear and comprehenfive 
view of the revolutions of fociety ; and who are 
capable of difcovering the nice and fecret fprings 
of action which impel, in the fame uniform di- 
rection , the blind and capricious paffions of a 
multitude of individuals. If it can be affirmed , 
with any degree of truth , that the luxury of the 
Romans was more shamelefs and diflblute in the 
reign of Theodofius than in the age of Conftantine, 
perhaps, or of Auguftus, the alteration cannot 
be afcribed to any beneficial improvements , which 
had gradually increafed the ftocjc of national 
riches. A long period of calamity or decay muft 
have checked the induftry , and diminished the 
wealth , of the people ; and their profufe luxury 
muft have been the refult of that indolent defpair, 
which enjoys the prefent hour, and declines the 
thoughts of futurity. The uncertain condition of 
their property difcouraged the fubjects of Theo- 
dofius from engaging in thofe ufeful and laborious 
undertakings which require an immediate expence, 
and promife a slow and diftant advantage. The 
frequent examples of ruin and defolation tempted 
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chap, them not to fparc the remains of a patrimony, 
xxvh. w hich might , every hour , become the prey of 
the rapacious Goth. And the mad prodigality 
which prevails in the confufion of a shipwreck , or 
afiege, may ferve to explain the progrefs of luxury 
amidft the misfortunes and terrors of a finking 
nation. 

The in- The effeminate luxury , which infected the 
[fide thefr manners of courts and cities , had inftilled a fecret 
armour. and deftructive poifon into the camps of the 
legions: and their degeneracy has been marked 
by the pen of a military writer , who had accurate- 
ly ftudied the genuine and ancient principles of 
Roman difcipline, It is the juft and important 
' obfervation of Vegetius, that the infantry was 

invariably covered with dcfenfive armour , from 
the foundation of the city , to the reign of the 
emperor Gratian. The relaxation of difcipline, 
and the difufe of exercife, rendered the foldiers 
lefs able, and lefs willing, to fupport the fatigues 
of the fervice; they complained of the weight of 
* the armour, which they feldom wore; and they 
fucceflively obtained the permiilion of laying afide 
both their cuirafies and their helmets. The heavy 
weapons of their anceftors , the short fword , and 
the formidable pilum , which had fubdued the 
world , infenfibly dropped from their feeble hands. 
As the ufe of the shield is incompatible with that 
of the bow , they reluctantly marched into the 
field; condemned to fuffer , either the pain of 
wounds , or the ignominy of flight , and always 
difpofed to prefer the more shameful alternative. 
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The cavalry of the Goths, the Huns, and the chap. 
Alani, had felt the benefits, and adopted the ufe, XXVIL 
of defenfive armour; and, as they excelled in the 
management of miffifb weapons, they eafily over- 
whelmed the naked and trembling legions , whofc 
heads and breads were expofed , without defence , 
to the arrows of the Barbarians. The lofs of armies, 
the deftruction of cities , and the dishonour of the 
Roman name, ineffectually folJicited the fucceflbrs 
of Gratian to reftore the helmets and cuiraflcs of 

* 

the infantry. The enervated foldiers abandoned 
their own , and the public , defence ; and their 
pufillanimous indolence may be confidered as the 
immediate caufe of the downfal of the empire ,af . 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

Final Deflruction of Paganifm. Introduction of 

the Worship of Saints , and Relics , among the 
Chrijlians. 

T H E ruin of Paganifm , in the age of Theo- . 
dofius, is perhaps the only example of the total 
extirpation of any ancient and popular fuperftition; 
and may therefore deferve to be confidered, as 
a fingular event in the hiftory of the human 
mind. The Chriftians , more efpecially the clergy, 
had impatiently fupported the prudent delays of 
Corrftantine , and the equal toleration of the elder 
Valentinian ; nor could they deem their conqueft 
perfect or fecure , as long as their adverfaries 
were permitted to exift. The influence , which 
Ambrofe and his brethren had acquired over 
the youth of Gratian, and the piety of Theo- 
dofius, was employed to infufe the maxims of 
perfecution into the breads of their Imperial 
profelytes. Two fpecious principles of religious 
jurifprudence were eftablished, from whence they 
deduced a direct and rigorous conclufion , again ft 
the fubjects of the empire, who ftill adhered to 
the ceremonies of their anceftors : that , the 
magiftrate is, in fome meafure , guilty of the 
crimes which he neglects to prohibit , or to 
punish ; and , that the idolatrous worship of fa- 
bulous deities, and real daemons, is the mod 
abominable crime againft the fupreme majefly of 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



CHAP. 
XXVHL 



the Creator. The laws of Mofes , and the exam- 
ples of Jewish hiftory 1 , were haftily , perhaps 
erroneously , applied , by the clergy , to the 
mild and universal reign of Chriftianity \ The 
zeal of the emperors was excited to vindicate 
their own honour , and that of the Deity : and 
the temples of the Roman world were fubverted, 
about fixty years after the converfion of Con- 
fbntine. 

From the age of Numa, to the reign of Gra- state of 
tian , the Romans preferved the regular fuccef- a^RomeT 
fion of the feveral colleges of the facerdotal 
order \ Fifteen Pontiffs exercifed their fupreme 
jurifdiction over all things , and perfons , that 
were confecrated to the fervice of the gods ; and 
the various queftions which perpetually arofe in 
a loofe and traditionary fyftem, were fubmitted 
to the judgment of their holy tribunal. Fifteen 
grave and learned Augurs obferved the face of 
the heavens , and prefcribed the actions of heroes, 
according to the flight of birds. Fifteen keepers 
of the Sybil line books ( their name of QuiN- 
DECEMVIRS was derived from their number) oc- 
cafionaJly confulted the hiftory of future, and, 
as it should feem , of contingent , events. Six 
Vestals devoted their virginity to the guard of 
the facred fire, and of the unknown pledges of 
the duration of Rome ; which no mortal had been 
fuffered to behold with impunity *. Seven Epulos 
prepared the table of the gods, conducted the 
iblemn proceffion , and regulated the ceremonies 
of the annual feftivaL The three Flamens of * 
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chap. Jupiter, of Mars, and of Quirinus, were confi- 
xxviii. dered as the peculiar minifters of the three moft 
powerful deities , who watched over the fate of 
Rome ancl of the univerfe. The King of the 
Sacrifices represented the perfon of Numa , and 
of his fucceflbrs , in the religious functions , 
which could be performed only by royal hands. 
1 The confraternities of the Salians , the Luper- 

cals , etc. practifed fuch rites , as might extort 
a fmile of contempt from every reafonable man, 
with a lively confidence of recommending them- 
felves to the favour of the immortal gods. The 
authority , which the Roman priefts had formerly 
obtained in the counfels of the republic , was 
gradually abolished by the eftablishment of mo- 
narchy , and the removal of the feat of empire. 
But the dignity of their facred character was 
ftill protected by the laws and manners of their 
country; and they ftill continued, more efpecially 
the college of pontiffs , to exercife in the capital , 
and fometimes in the provinces , the rights of 
their ecclefiaftical and civil jurifdiction. Their 
robes of purple , chariots of ftate , and fumptuous 
entertainments , attracted the admiration of the 
people ; and they received , from the confecrated 
lands , and the public revenue , an ample ftipend, 
which liberally fupported the fplendour of the 
prieflhood, and all the expences of the religious 
worship of the ftate. As the fcrvice of the altar 
was not incompatible with the command of armies, 
the Romans , after their confulships and triumphs, 
afpircd to the place of pontiff, .or of augur ; the 
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feats of J Cicero and Porapey were filled, in the chap. 
fourth century, by the moll; illuftrious members XXV,,L 
of the fenate ; and the dignity of their birth re- 
flected additional fplendour on their facerdoul 
character. The fifteen priefls, who compofed the 
college of pontiffs, enjoyed a more diftinguished 
rank as the companions of their fovereign ; and 
the Chriftian , emperors condefcended to accept 
the robe and enfigns, which were appropriated 
to the office of fupreme pontiff. But when Gratian 
afcended the throne , more fcrupulous , or more 
enlightened , he ftcrnly rejected thofe prophane 
fymbols ' ; applied to the fervice of the ftate , or 
of the church , the revenues of the priefts and 
veftals; abolished their honours and immunities; 
and diffolved the ancient fabric of Roman fuper- 
ftidon , which was fupporred by the opinions, 
and habits , of eleven hundred years. Pagan ifm 
was ftill the constitutional religion of the fennre. 
The hall, or temple, in which they aflcmbled, 
was adorned by the ftatue and altar of victory 7 ; 
a majeftic female (landing on a globe , with 
flowing garments, expanded wings , and a crown 
of laurel in her out-ftretched hand The fenators 
were fworn on'the altar of .the goddefs, to obferve 
the laws of the emperor and of the empire; and 
a folemn offering of wine and incenfe was the 
ordinary prelude of their public deliberations 9 
The removal of this ancient monument was the 
only injury wljich Conftantius had offered to the 
fuperftition of the Romans. The altar of Victory 
was again reflored by Julian , tolerated by Valen- 
Vol. V. F 
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CHAP. 
XXVIII. 



Petition of 
the innate 
for the al- 
tar of Vic- 
tory , 
A. D. 384> 



tinian , and' once more banished from the fenate 
by the zeal of Gratian IO , But the emperor yet 
fpared the ftatues of the gods which were expofed 
to the public veneration : four hundred and 
twenty-four temples, or chapels, dill remained to 
fatisfy the devotion of the people ; and in every 
quarter of Rome , the delicacy of the Chriftians 
was offended by the fumes of idolatrous facri- 
fice 

But the Chriftians formed the leaft numerous 
party in the fenate of Rome 11 ; and it was only 
by their abfence , that they could exprefs their 
diffent from the legal , though profane , acts of a 
Pagan majority. In that aflembly , the dying 
embers of freedom were , for a moment , revived 
and inflamed by the breath of fanaticifm. Four 
refpectabie deputations were fucceflively voted to 
the Imperial court 11 , to represent the grievances 
of the priefthood and the fenate ; and to folicit 
the reftoration of the altar of Victory. The 
conduct of this important bufinefs was entruftcd 
to the eloquent Symmachus 14 , a wealthy and 
noble fenator, who united the facred characters of 
pontiff and augur, with the civil dignities of 
proconful of Africa and prsefect of the city. 
The breaft of Symmachus was animated by the 
warmeft zeal for the caufe of expiring Paganifm ; 
and his religious antagonifts lamented the abnfe 
of his genius, and the inefficacy of his moral 
virtues ,f . The orator, whofe petition is extant 
to the emperor Valentinian , was confcious of the 
difficulty and danger of the office which he had 
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afluraed. He cautiously avoids every topic which chap. 
might appear to reflect on the religion of his lb- xxviu. 
vereign ; humbly declares , that prayers and en- 
treaties are his only arms ; and artfully draws his 
arguments from the fchools of rhetoric , rather 
than from thofe of philofophy. Symmachus en- 
deavours to feduce the imagination of a young 
prince , by difplaying the attributes of the^fcddefs 
of victory ; he infinuates , that the confifcation of 
the revenues , which were confecrated to the fer- 
vice of the gods , was a meafure unworthy of his 
liberal and difinterefted character ; and he main- 
tains , that the Roman facritices would be dc* 
prived of 'their force and energy , if they were 
no longer celebrated at the expence, as well as 
in the name, of the republic. Even fcepticifm is 
made to fupply an apology for fuperftition. The 
great and incomprehenuble fecret of the univcrfe 
eludes the enquiry of man. Where reafon cannot 
inftruct , cuftom may be permitted to guide ; 
and every nation feems to confult the dictates of 
prudence , by a faithful attachment to thofe rites, 
and opinions, which have received the fanction 
of ages. If thofe ages have been crowned with 
glory and profperity , if the devout people has 
frequently obtained the bleflings which they have 
folicited at the altars of the gods, it muft: appear 
flill more advifable to perfift in the fame falutary 
practice; and not to risk the 'unknown perils that 
may attertd any rash innovations. The teft of 
antiquity and fuccefs was applied with fingular 
advantage to the religion of Numa; and Rome 
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CHAP. 
XXVIII. 



Converfion 
of Rome , 
A. D. 388, 
etc. 



herfelf , the caeleftial genius that prefided over 
the fates of the city , is introduced by the orator 
to plead her own caufe before the tribunal of the 
emperors. " Moft excellent princes, " fays the 
venerable matron , " fathers of your country ! 
pity and refpect my age , which has hitherto 
flowed in an uninterrupted courfe of piety. 
Sir/ft I do not repent, permit me to continue 
in the practice of my ancient rites. Since 1 am 
born free , allow me to enjoy my domeftic 
inftitutions. This religion has reduced the 
world under my laws. Thefe rites have repelled 
Hannibal from the city, and the Gauls from 
the capitol. Were my gray hairs referved for 
fuch intolerable difgrace ? I am ignorant of the 
new fyftem , that I am required to adopt ; but I 
am well affured , that the correction of old age is 
always an ungrateful and ignominious office 1 V 
The fears of the people fupplied what the discre- 
tion of the orator had fupprefled j and the cala- 
mities, which afflicted, or threatened, the de- 
clining empire , were unanimously imputed , by 
the Pagans , to the new religion of Chrjft and 
of Conftantine. 

But the hopes of Symmachus were repeatedly 
baffled by the firm and dexterous oppofition of 
the archbishop of Milan ; who fortified the em- 
perors againft the fallacious eloquence of the ad- 
vocate of Rome. In this controverfy , Ambrofe 
condefcends to fpeak the language of a philofo- 
pher , and to ask , with fome contempt , why it 
should be thought necelfary to introduce an iraa- 
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ginary and invifible power , as the caufe of thofe 
victories j which were fufficiently explained by the 
valour and difcipline of the legions. He juftly 
derides the abfurd reverence for antiquity , which 
could only tend to difcourage the improvements 
of art , and to replunge the human race into their 
original barbarifm. From thence gradually rifing to 
a more lofty and theological tone , he pronounces, 
that Chriflianity alone is the doctrine of truth 
and falvation ; and that every mode of Polytheifm 
conducts its deluded votaries , through the paths 
of error , to the abyfs of eternal perdition 17 . 
Arguments like thefc , when they were fuggefted 
by a favourite bishop , had power to prevent the 
reftoration of the altar of Victory ; but the fame 
arguments fell , with much more energy and effect, 
from the mouth of a conqueror; and the gods 
of antiquity were dragged in triumph at the 
chariot-wheels of Theodofius Tt . In a full meeting 
of the fenate , the emperor propofed , according 
to the forms of the republic , the important 
queftion , Whether the worship of Jupiter , or 
that of Chrift , should be the religion of the 
Romans. The liberty of fuffrages , which he 
affected to allow, was deftroyed by the hopes 
and fears that his prefence infpired ; and the 
atbitrary exile of Symmachus was a recent admo- 
nition , that it might be dangerous to oppofe 
the wishes of the monarch. On a regular divifion 
of the fenate , Jupiter was condemned and de- 
graded by the fenfe of a very large majority ; 
and it is rather furprifing , that any members 
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chap, should be found bold enough to declare, by 
xxviii. t h c j r fpeeches and votes , that they were ftill 
attached to the intereft of an abdicated deity *\ 
The hafty converfion of the fenate muft be at- 
tributed either to fupernatural or to fordid mo- 
tives ; and many of thefe reluctant profelytes be- 
trayed, on every favourable occafion, their fecret 
difpofition to throw afide the mask of odious dif- 
fimulation. But they were gradually fixed in the 
new religion, as the caufe of the ancient became 
more hopelefs; they yielded to the authority of 
the emperor, to the fashion of the times, and to 
the entreaties of their wives and children *° , 
who were inftigated and governed by the clergy 
of Rome and the monks of the Eaft. The edi- 
fying example of the Anician family was foon 
imitated by the reft of the nobility: the Baffi , 
the Paullini, the Gracchi, embraced the Chriftian 
religion; and " the luminaries of the world, the 
/ „ venerable aflembly of Catos (fuch are tht high- 
„ flown expreffions of Prudentius), were impatient 
3 > to ftrip themfelves of their pontifical garment; 
,> to caft the skin of the old ferpent; to aflume 
55 the fnowy robes of baptifmal innocence; and 
55 to humble the pride of the confular fafces be- 
55 fore the tombs of the martyrs at . " The ci- 
tizens, who fubfifted by their own induftry, and 
the populace , who were fupported by the public 
liberality, filled the churches of the Lateran, and 
Vatican, with an inceffant throng of devout pro- 
felytes. The decrees of the fenate, which pro- 
fcribed the worship of idols, were ratified by the 
general confent of the Romans the fplendour 
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of the capitol was defaced, and the folitary tern- chap; 
pies were abandoned to ruin and contempt 11 . xxvm. 
Rome fubmitted to the yoke of the Gofpel ; and 
the vanquished provinces had not yet loft their 
reverence for the name and authority of Rome. 

The filial piety of the emperors themfelves en- Deftmc- 
gaged them to proceed , with fome caution and J^^* 
tendernefs, in the reformation of the eternal city, the pro. 
Thofe abfolute monarchs acted with lefs regard vinC€S » 
to the prejudices of the provincials. The pious etc .' 
labour which had been fufpended near twenty 
years fince the death of Conftantius * 4 , w*as vi- 
gorously refumed, and finally accomplished, by 
the zeal of Theodofius. Whilft that warlike 
prince yet ftruggled with the Goths , not for the 
glory, but for the fafety, of the republic; he 
ventured to offend a confiderable party of his fub- 
jects, by fome acts which might perhaps fecure 
the protection of Heaven , but which muft feem 
. rash and unfeafonable in the eye of human pru- 
dence. The fuccefs of his firft experiments 
againft the Pagans, encouraged the pious em- 
peror to reiterate and enforce his edicts of pro- 
fcription: the fame laws which had been origin- 
ally published in the provinces of the Eaft, were 
applied, after the defeat of Maximus, to the 
whole extent of the Weftern empire; and every 
victory of the orthodox Theodofius contributed 
to the triumph of the Chriftian and Catholic 
faith He attacked fuperftition in her moft 
vital part, by prohibiting the ufe of facrifices, 
which he declared to be criminal, as well as 
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chap, infamous: and if the terms of his edicts more 
xxvm. ftrictly condemned the impious curiofity which 
examined the entrails of the victims *' , every 
fubfequent explanation tended to involve , in the 
fame guilt , the general practice of immolation , 
which effentially conftituted the religion of the 
Pagans. As the temples had been erected for th,e 
purpofe of facrifice, it was the duty of a bene- 
volent prince to remove from his fubjects the 
dangerous temptation , of offending againft the 
laws which he had enacted. A fpecial commiffion 
was granted to Cynegius, the Praetorian praefect 
of the Eaft , and afterwards to the counts Jovius 
and Gaudentius , two officers of diftinguished 
rank in the Weft ; by which they were directed 
to shut the temples, to feizc or deftroy the inftru- 
ments of idolatry, to abolish the privileges of the 
r priefls, and to confifcate the confecrated property 
for the benefit of the emperor, of the church, or 
of the army x \ Here the defolation might have 
flopped : and the naked edifices , which were no 
longer employed in the fervice of idolatry, might . 
have been protected from the deftructive rage 
of fanaticifm. Many of thofe temples were the 
moft fplendtd and beautiful monuments of Gre- 
cian architecture: and the emperor himfelf was 
interefled'not to deface the fplendour of his own 
cities, or to diminish the value of his own poflef- 
fions. Thofe ftately edifices might be fuffered to 
remain, as fo many lafting trophies of the victory 
of Chrift. In the decline of the arts, they might be 
ufefully converted into magazines, manufactures, 
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or places of public affembly: and perhaps, when cha-p. 
the walls of the temple had been fufHciently pu- xxvni * 
rifled by holy rites, the worship of the true Deity 
might be allowed to, expiate the ancient guilt of 
idolatry. But as long as they fubfifted , the 
Pagans fondly cherished the fecret hope , that an 
aufpicious revolution, a fecond Julian, might again 
reftore the a 1 tats of the gods; and the earneftnefs 
with which they addreflcd their unavailing prayers 
to the throne increafed the zeal of the Chriftian 
reformers to extirpate, without mercy, the root 
of fu perdition. The laws of the emperors ex- 
hibit fome fymptoms of a milder difpofition ** : 
but their cold and languid efforts were inefficient 
to ftem the torrent of enthufiafm and rapine , 
which was conducted, or rather impelled, by the 
fpiritual rulers of the church. In Gaul, the holy 
Martin, bishop of Tours ,# , marched at the head 
of his faithful monks to deftroy the idols , the 
temples , and the confecrated trees of his ex- 
tenfive diocefe ; and , in the execution of this 
arduous task , the prudent reader will judge 
whether Martin was fupported by the aid of 
miraculous powers , or of carnal weapons. In 
Syria, the divine and excellent Marcellus ,r , as he 
is ftiled by Theodoret, a bishop animated with 
apoftolic fervour, refolved to level with the 
ground the (lately temples within the diocefe of 
Apamea. His attack was refilled , by the skill 
and folidity, with which the temple of Jupiter 
had been conftructed, The building was feated 
on an eminence: on each of the four fides, 
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the lofty roof was fupported by fiftfeen mafly 
columns, fixtecn feet in circumference; and the 
large flones of which they were compofed, were 
firmly cemented with lead and iron.' The force 
of the ftrongeft and sharpefb tools had been tried 
without effect. It was found neceflary to under- 
mine the foundations of the columns , which fell 
down as foon as the temporary wooden props had 
been confumed with fire: and the difficulties of 
the enterprife are defcribed under the allegory of 
a black daemon, who retarded, though he could 
not defeat , the operations of the Chriftian en- 
gineers. lElated with victory, Marcellus took 
the field in perfon againfl the powers of darknefs ; 
a numerous troop of foldiers and gladiators 
marched under the epifcopal banner, and he fuc- 
ccflively attacked the villages and country tem- 
ples of the diocefe of Apamea. Whenever any 
refinance or danger was apprehended , the cham- 
pion of the faith, whofe lamenefs would not allow 
him either to fight or fly, placed himfelf at a con- 
venient difbance , beyond the reach of darts. But 
this prudence was the occafion of his death : he 
was furprifed and slain by a body of exafperated 
ruflics; and the fynod of the province pro- 
nounced , without hefitation , that the holy Mar- 
cellus had facrificed his life in the caufe of God. 
In the fupport of this caufe , the monks , who 
rushed, with tumultuous fury, from the defert, 
diftinguished themfelves by their zeal and dili- 
gence. They deferved the enmity of the Pagans; 
and fome of them might deferve the reproaches 
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of avarice and intemperance; of avarice, which chap. 
they gratified with holy plunder , and of intern- xxvm. 
perance , which they indulged at the expence of 
the people, who foolishly admired their tattered 
garments , loud pfalmody , and artificial pale- 
nefs *\ A fmall number of temples was pro- 
tected by the fears, the venality, the tafte , or 
the prudence , of the civil and ecclefiaftical go- 
vernors. The temple of the celeftial Venus at 
Carthage, whofe facred precincts formed a cir- 
cumference of two miles, was judiciously con- 
' verted into a Chriftian church n ; and a fimilar 
confecration has preferved inviolate the majeftic 
dome of the Pantheon *at Rome ,4 . But in al- 
moin every province of the Roman world , an 
army of fanatics, without authority, and without 
difcipline, invaded the peaceful inhabitants; and 
the ruin of the faireft ftructures of antiquity ftill 
difplays the ravages of thofe Barbarians , who alone 
had time and inclination to execute fuch labori- 
ous dedruction. 

In this wide and various profpect of devafta- The tem- 
tion , the fpectator may diilinguish the ruins of f*°***~ 
the temple of Serapis, at Alexandria 3f . Serapis Aiexan- 
does not appear to have been one of the native dria - 
gods, or monfters, who fprung from the fruitful 
foil of fuperflitious Egypt ! \ The firfl of the 
Ptolemies had been commanded, by a dream, 
to import the myfterious ftranger from the coaft 
of Pontus, where he had been long adored by 
the inhabitants of Sinopc; but his attributes and 
his reign were fo imperfectly underftood, that it 
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became a fubject of difpute , whether he repre- 
sented the bright orb of day , or the gloomy 
monarch of the Subterraneous regions y \ The 
Egyptians , who were obfrinately devoted to 
the religion of their fathers , refufed to ad- 
mit this foreign deity within the walls of their 
cities '\ But the obfequious priefts, who were 
feduced by the liberality of the Ptolemies, Sub- 
mitted , without refift;a«ce , to the power of the 
god of Pontus : an honourable and domeftic ge- 
nealogy* was provided ; and this fortunate ufurper 
was introduced into the throne and bed of Ofiris ,r , 
the husband of Ifis, and the celeftial monarch of 
Egypt. Alexandria, which claimed his peculiar 
protection , gloried in the name of the city of 
Serapis. His temple 40 , which rivalled the pride 
and magnificence of the capitol , was erected on 
the Spacious fu mm it of an artificial mount , raifed 
one hundred fteps above the level of the adjacent 
parts of the city , and the interior cavity was 
ftrongly Supported by arches , and diftributed into 
vaults and fubterraneous appartments. The con- 
fecrated buildings were furrounded by a quadran- 
gular portico ; the ftately halls , and exquifite 
ftatues, difplayed the triumph of the arts ; and the 
treafures of ancient learning were prefer ved in the 
famous Alexandrian library , which had arifen with 
new fplendour from its ashes 4I . After the edicts 
of Theodofius had feverely prohibited the Sacri- 
fices of the Pagans, they were Mill tolerated in the 
city and temple of Serapis ; and this Singular 
indulgence was imprudently afcribed to the 
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fuperftitious terrors of the Chriftians therofclves : chap. 
as if they had feared to abolish thofe ancient rites, XKVur - 
which could alone fecure the inundations of the 
Nile , the harvefts of Egypt , and the fubfiftence 
of Conflantinople 4 \ 

At that time 4 * the archiepifcopal throne of its final 



Alexandria was filled by Theophilus 44 , the per- deftrnc ' 
petual enemy of peace and virtue; a bold, bad a. d^s-j. 
man, whofe hands were alternately polluted with 
gold , and with blood. His pious indignation 
was excited by the honours of Serapis ; and the 
infults which he offered to an ancient chapel of 
Bacchus, convinced the Pagans that he meditated 
a more important and dangerous enterprife. Ia 
the tumultuous capital of Egypt , the slightcft 
provocation was fufficicnt to inflame a civil war. 
The votaries of Serapis , whofe ftrength and num- 
bers were much inferior to thofe of their antago- 
nifts , rofe in arms at the inftigation of the philo- 
sopher Olympius 4f , who exhorted them to die in 
the defence of the altars of the gods. Thefe Pagan 
fanatics fortified themfelves in the temple , or 
rather for trefs , of Serapis ; repelled the beficgers 
by daring fallies, and a refolute defence; and, 
by the inhuman cruelties which they exercifed on 
their Chriftian prifoners, obtained the lad confo- 
lation of defpair. The efforts of the prudent 
magiftrate were uftfully exerted for the eftablish- 
ment of a truce , till the anfwer of Thcodofius 
should determine the fate of Serapis. The two 
parties affembled, without arras, in the principal 
fquare; and the Imperial refcript was publicly 
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chap. read. But when a fentence of deftruction againfl 
xxvui. the idols of Alexandria was pronounced , the 
Chriflians fent up a shout of joy and exultation , 
whilft the unfortunate Pagans, whofe fury had 
• given way to condensation , retired with hafly 
and filent fteps , and eluded , by their flight or 
obfcurity , the rcfcntment of their enemies. The- 
ophilus proceeded to demolish the temple of Sera- 
pis , without any other difficulties , than thofc 
which he found in the weight and folidity of the 
materials; but thefe objects proved fo infuperable, 
that he was obliged to leave the foundations ; 
and to content himfelf with reducing the edifice 
itfelf to a heap of rubbish , a part of which was 
foon afterwards cleared away, to make room for 
a church , erected in honour of the Chriftian 
martyrs. The valuable library of Alexandria was 
pillaged or deftroyed ; and , near twenty years 
afterwards, the appearance of the empty shelves 
excited the regret and indignation of every fpecta- 
tor, whofe mind was not totally darkened by re- 
ligious prejudice The compofitions of ancient 
genius , fo many of which have irretrievably pe- 
rished , might furely have been excepted from the 
wreck of idolatry, for the amufement and inftruc- 
tion of fucceeding ages; and either the zeal or 
the avarice of the archbishop * 7 , might have been 
fatiated with the rich fpoils , which were the re. 
ward of his victory. While the images and vafes 
of gold and filver were carefully melted , and 
thofe of a lefs valuable metal were contemptuously 
broken , and call into the ftreets , Thcophilus 
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laboured to expofe the frauds and vices of the chap. 
minifters of the idols; their dexterity in the ma- xxviii. 
nagement of the loadftone ; their fecret methods 
of introducing an human actor into a hollow 
ftatue ; and their fcandalous abufe of the confi- 
dence of devout husbands , and unfufpecting fe- 
males 4 \ Charges like thefe may feem to deferve 
fome degree of credit , as they are not repugnant 
to the crafty and interefted fpirit of fuperftition. 
But the fame fpirit is equally prone to the bafe 
practice of infulting and calumniating a fallen 
enemy > and our belief is naturally checked by 
» the reflection, that it is much lefs difficult to in- 
vent a fictitious ftory, than to fupport a practical 
fraud. The coloffal ftatue of Serapis 4 * was in- 
volved in the ruin of his temple and religion. A 
great number of plates of different metals, artffi- 
cially joined together , compofed the majeftic 
figure of the Deity , who touched on either fide 
the walls of the fanctuary. The afpect of Sera- '• 
pis , his fitting pofture , and the fceptre , which 
he bore in his left hand , were extremely fimilar 
to the ordinary reprefentations of Jupiter. He 
was diftinguished from Jupiter by the basket , or 
bushel, which was placed on his head : and by 
the emblematic monfter , which he held in his 
right hand : tlie head and body of a ferpent 
branching into three tails , which were again ter- 
minated by the triple heads of a dog, a lion , and 
a wolf. It was confidently affirmed , that if any 
impious hand should dare to violate the majefty of 
the god , the heavens and the earth would inftantly 
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chap, return to their original chaos. An intrepid foldier, 
xxviil. animated by zeal , and armed with a weighty 
battle-axe, afcended the ladder; and even the 
Chriftian multitude expected, with fome anxiety, 
the event of the combat *\ He aimed a vigorous 
ftroke againft the cheek of Serapis ; the cheek fell 
to the ground j the thunder was (till filcnt, and 
both the heavens and the earth continued to pre- 
serve their accuftomcd order and tranquillity. The 
victorious foldier repeated his blows : the huge 
idol was overthrown, and broken in pieces; and 
the limbs of Serapis were ignominiously dragged 
through the ftreets of Alexandria. His mangled 
carcafe was burnt in the Amphitheatre , amidft 
the shouts of the populace; and many perfons 
attributed their converfion to this difcovery of 
the impotence of their tutelar deity. The popular 
modes cf religion , that propofe any vifible and 
material objects of worship , have the advantage 
of adapting and familiarifing themfelves to the 
fenfes of mankind : but this advantage is counter- 
balanced by the various and inevitable accidents 
to which the faith of the idolater is expofcd. It 
is fcarcely poflible, that, in every difpofuion of 
mind , he should preferve his implicit reverence 
for the idols, or the relics, which the naked eye, 
and the profane hand, are unable to diflinguish 
from the mod common productions of art, or 
nature; and if, in the hour of danger, their fecret 
and miraculous virtue does not operate for their 
own preservation , he fcorns the vain apologies 
of his priefts and juftly derides the object , and 
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the folly, of his fuperftitious attachment *\ After chap. 
the fall of Serapis, fome hopes were flill entertained xx ^ nI * 
by the Pagans, that the Nile would refufe his 
annual fupply to the impious matters of Egypt; 
and the extraordinary delay of the inundation 
feemed to announce the difpleafure of the river- 
god. But this delay was foon compenfated by the 
rapid fweli of the waters. They fuddenly rofe to 
fuch an unufual height, as to comfort the difcon- 
tented party with the pleafing expectation of a 
deluge; till the peaceful river again fubfided to 
the well-known and fertilifing level of fixteen 
cubits, or about thirty English feet f \ 

The temples of the Roman empire were defert* f he pagan 
ed, or deftroyed; but the ingenious fuperftition ^^5"^ 
of the Pagans ftill attempted to elude the laws of a. d. 3*0. 
Theodofius , by which all facrifices had been 
feverely prohibited. The inhabitants of the coun- 
try , whofe conduct was lefs expofed to the eye 
of malicious curiofity, difguifed their religious, 
under the appearance of convivial, meetings. On 
the days of folemn feftivals, they aflembled in 
great numbers under the fpreading shade of fome 
confecrated trees ; sheep and oxen were slaugh- 
tered and roafted ; and this rural entertainment 
was fanctified by the ufcf of incenfe , and by the 
hymns, which were fung in honour of the gods. 
But it was alleged, that, as no part of the 
animal was made a burnt-offering, as no altar; 
was provided to receive the blood, and as the 
previous oblation of fait cakes, and the conclud- 
ing ceremony of libations, were carefully omitted, 
Vol. V. G 
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chap, thefc feftal meetings did not involve the guefts 
xxviii. - m guilt, or penalty, of an illegal facrifice 

Whatever might be jthe truth of the facts , or 
the merit of the diftinction 14 , thefe vain pre- 
tences were fwept away by the laft edict of 
Theodofius; which inflicted a deadly wound on 
the fuperftition of the Pagans ,r . This prohibitory 
law is expreffed in the moft abfolute and com- 
prehenfive terms. " It is our will and pleafure, " 
fays the emperor, " that none of our fubjects, 
» whether magiftrates or private citizens , how- 
53 ever exalted or however humble may be their 
5 > rank and condition, shall prefume , in any 
33 city, or in any place, to worship an inanimate 
33 idol , by the facrifice of a guiltlefs victim. 
The act of facrificing , and the practice of divin- 
ation by the entrails of the victim, are declared 
(without any regard to the object of the enquiry) 
a crime of high-treafon againft the ftate; which 
can be expiated only by the death of the guilty. 
The rites of Pagan fuperftition , which might 
feem lefs bloody and atrocious, are abolished, 
as highly injurious to the truth and honour of 
religion; luminaries, garlands, frankincenfe, and 
libations of wine, are fpecially enumerated and 
condemned ; and the rfharmlefs claims of the 
domeftic genius , of the houfehold gods , are 
included in this rigorous profcription. The ufe 
of any of thefe profane and illegal ceremonies, 
fubjects the offender to the forfeiture of the houfe, 
or eftate, where they have been performed; and 
if he has artfully chofen the property of another 
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for the fcenc of his impiety, he is compelled chap. 
to difcharge, without delay, a heavy fine of XXVI,L 
twenty-five pounds of gold, or more than one 
thoufand pounds fterling. A fine, not lefs con- 
fiderable , is impofed on the connivance of the 
fecret enemies of religion , who shall neglect the 
duty of their refpective Rations , either to reveal, 
or to punish , the guilt of idolatry. Such was 
the perfecutin?; fpirit of the laws of Theodofius, 
which were repeatedly enforced by his fons and 
grandfons, with the loud and unanimous applaufe 
of the Chriftian world 

In the cruel reigns of Decius and Diocletian, oppreflid, 
Chriftianity had been proscribed, as a revolt from 
the ancient and hereditary religion of the empire; 
and the unjuft fufpicions which were entertained 
of a dark and dangerous faction , were, in fome 
meafure, countenanced by the infeparable union, 
and rapid conquefts, of the Catholic church. But 
the fame excufes of fear and ignorance cannot be 
applied to the Chriftian emperors, who violated 
the precepts of humanity and of the gofpel. The 
experience of ages had betrayed the weaknefs, as 
well as folly, of Paganifm ; the light of reafon 
and of faith had already expofed, to the greateft 
part of mankind, the vanity of idols; and the 
declining feet, which ftill adhered to their worship, 
might have been permitted to enjoy , in peace 
and obfeurity, the religious cuftoms of their an- 
ceftors. Had the Pagans been animated by the 
undaunted zeal, which pofTefled the minds of the 
primitive believers , the triumph of the church 
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chap, rouft have been ftained with blood; and the 
xxvih. mar tyrs of Jupiter and Apollo might have em- 
braced the glorious opportunity of devoting their 
lives and fortunes at the foot of their altars. But 
fuch obftinate zeal was not congenial to the loofe 
and carelefs temper of polytheifm. The violent 
and repeated flrokes of the orthodox princes , 
were broken by the foft and yielding fubftance 
againft which they were directed; and the ready 
obedience of the Pagans protected them from the 
pains and penalties of the Theodofian Code if . 
In (lead of afferting, that the authority of the 
gods was fuperior to that of the emperor , they 
defifted, with a plaintive murmur, from the ufe 
of thofe facred rites which their fovereign had 
condemned. If they were fometimes tempted , by 
a fally of paffion, or by the hopes of conceal- 
ment, to indulge their favourite fuperftition ; 
their humble repentance difarmed the feverity of 
the Chriftian magiftrate , and they feldom refufed 
to atone for their rashnefs, by fubmitting , with 
fome fecret reluctance, to the yoke of the Gofpel. 
The churches were filled with the increasing 
multitude of thefe unworthy profelytes, who had 
conformed, from temporal motives, to the reigning 
religion ; and whilft they devoutly imitated the 
pdftures, and recited the prayers, of the faithful, 
they fatisfied ' their confcience by the filent and 
fincere invocation of the gods of antiquity 5 \ If 
the Pagans wanted patience to fuffer, they wanted 
fpirit to refift; and the fcattered myriads , who 
deplored the ruin of the temples, yielded, without 
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a conteft, to the fortune of their adverfaries. The chap. 
diforderJy oppofition s * of the peafants of Syria, xxvn*' 
and the populace of Alexandria, to the rage of 
private fanaticifm , was filcnced by the name and 
authority of the emperor. The Pagans of the 
Weft , without contributing to the elevation of 
Eugenius , difgraced , by their partial attachment, 
the caufe and character of the ufurper. The clergy 
vehemently exclaimed, that he aggravated the 
crime of rebellion by the guilt of apoftacy; that, 
by his permiflion , the altar of Victory was again 
reftored ; and that the idolatrous fymbols of Jupi- 
ter and Hercules were difplayed in the field, 
againft the invincible ftandard of the crofs. But 
the vain hopes of the Pagans were foon annihilated 
by the defeat of Eugenius ; and they were left 
expofed to the refentment of the conqueror, who 
laboured to deferve the favour of heaven by the 
extirpation of idolatry *\ 

A nation of slaves is always prepared to applaud and finally 
the clemency of their matter, who, in the abufe ««ingu«h- 
of abfolute power, does not proceed to the laft * A , D . 
extremes of injuftice and oppredion. Theodofius 3$o — 4:0, 
might undoubtedly have propofed to his Pagan <tc * 
fubjects the alternative of baptifm or of death ; and 
the eloquent Libanius has praifed the moderation of 
a prince, who never enacted, by any pofitive law 
that all his fubjects should immediately embrace 
and practife the religion of their fovereign The 
profeffion of Chriftianity was not made an effen- 
tial qualification for the enjoyment of the civil 
rights of fociety, nor were any peculiar hardships 
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chap, impofed on the fectaries, who credulously received 
xxviu, t jj e fables of Ovid, and obftinately rejected the 
miracles of the Gofpel. The palace, the fchools, 
the army, and the fenate, were filled with declar- 
ed and devout Pagans; they obtained, without 
diftinction , the civil and military honours of the 
empire. Theodofius diftinguished his liberal regard 
for virtue and genius, by the confular dignity, 
which he beftowed On Symmachus and by the 
perfonal friendship which he cxpreffed to Liba- 
nius ** ; and the two eloquent apologifts of 
Paganifm were never required either to change, 
or to diflemble , their religious opinions. The 
Pagans were indulged in the moft licentious 
freedom of fpcech and writing; the hiftorical and 
philofophic remains of Eunapius , Zofimus 
and the fanatic teachers of the fchool of Plato, 
betray the moft furious animofity , and contain 
the sharped invectives againft the fentiments and 
conduct of their victorious adverfaries. If thefe 
audacious libels were publicly known , we muft 
applaud the good fenfe of the Chriftian princes, 
who viewed, with a fmile of contempt, the laft 
ftruggles of fuperfiition and defpair But the 
Imperial laws, which prohibited the facrifices and 
ceremonies of Paganifm , were rigidly executed ; 
and every 1 hour contributed to deftroy the in- 
fluence of a religion, which was fupported* by 
cuftom, rather than by argument. The devotion 
of the poet, or the philofopher, may be fecretly 
nourished by prayer, meditation, and ftudy; but . 
the exercife of public worship appears to be the 
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only folid foundation of the religious fentiments chap. 
of the people , which derive their force from xx vm. 
imitation and habit. The interruption of that 
public exercife may confummate , in the period 
of a few years , the important work of a national 
revolution. The memory of theological opinions 
cannot long be preferved , without the artificial 
helps of priefts, of temples, and of books The 
ignorant vulgar, whofe minds are frill agitated 
by the blind hopes and terrors of fuperftition , 
will be foon perfuaded by their fuperiors , to 
direct their vows to the reigning deities of the 
age ; and will infenfibly imbibe an ardent zeal 
for the fupport and propagation of the new doc- 
trine, which fpi ritual hunger at firft compelled 
them to accept. The generation that arofe in the 
world after the promulgation of the Imperial 
laws, was attracted within the pale of the Catho- 
lic church: and fo rapid, yet fo gentle, was the 
fall of Paganifm, that only twenty-eight years 
after the death . of Theodofius , the faint and 
minute veftiges were no longer vifible to the eye 
of the legislator *\ 

The ruin of the Pagan religion is defcribed by Thewor- 
the fophifts , as a dreadful and amazing prodigy , J^ 1 ^^ 11 * 
which covered the earth with darkncfs, and re- martyrs, 
flored the ancient dominion of chaos and of night. 
They relate, in folemn and pathetic ftrains , that 
the temples were converted into fepulchres, and 
that the holy places, which had been adorned by 
the ftatues of the gods , were bafely polluted by 
the relics of Chriftian martyrs. " The monks " 
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chap/ (a race of filthy animals, to whom Eunapius, is 
xxviii. tempted to refufe the name of men) " are the 
,3 authors of the new worship, which, in the place 
» of thofe deities, who are conceived by the un- 
» derftanding , has fubftituted the meaneft and 
a, moft contemptible slaves. The heads, falted and 
33 pickled, of thofe infamous malefactors, who for 
33 the multitude of their crimes have fuffered a juft 
33 and ignominious death ; their bodies , ftill 
,3 marked by the impreflion of the la*h, and the 
3, fears of thofe tortures which were inflicted by 
33 the fentence of the raagiftn.te; fuch " (continues 
Eunapius ) <c are the gods which the earth produ- 
33 ces in our days; fuch are the martyrs, the 
33 fupreme arbitrators of our prayers and petitions 
3> to the Deity, whofe tombs are now confecrated 
33 as the objects of the veneration of the peo- 
33 pie *\ " Without approving the malice, it is 
natural enough to share the furprife , of the 
Soph i ft , the fpectator of a revolution , which 
raifed thofe obfeure victims of the laws of Rome, 
to the rank of celeftial and invifible protectors of the 
Roman empire. The grateful refpect of the Chrif- 
tians for the martyrs of the faith, was exalted, 
by time and victory, into religious adoration; 
and the moft illuftrious of the faints and prophets 
were defervedly aflbciated to the honours of the 
martyrs. One hundred and fifty years after the 
glorious deaths of St. Peter and St. Paul , the 
Vatican and the Oftian road were diftinguished by 
the tombs, or rather by the** trophies , of thofe 
fpirituai heroes In the age which followed the 
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converfion of Conftantine , the emperors, the con- 
fute, and the generals of armies , devoutly vifited 
the fepulchres of a tent-maker and a fisherman 70 ; 
and their venerable bones were depofited under 
the altars of Chrift, on which the bishops of the 
royal city continually offered the. unbloody facri- 
fice 7 \ The new capital of the eaftern world, 
unable to produce any ancient and domeftic 
trophies , was enriched by the fpoils of dependent 
provinces. The bodies of St. Andrew, St. Luke, 
and St. Timothy, had repofed, near three hun- 
dred years 1 , in the obfcure graves, from whence 
they were tranfported, in folemn pomp, to the 
church of the Apoftles, which the magnificence 
of Conftantine had founded on the banks of the 
Thracian Bofphorus 7 \ About fifty years after- 
wards , the fame banks were honoured by the 
prefence of Samuel , the judge and prophet of the 
people of Ifrael. His ashes , depofited in a golden 
vafe , and covered with a filken veil, were deliver- 
ed by the bishops into each others hands. The 
relics of Samuel were received by the people , with 
the fame joy and reverence which they would have 
shewn to the living prophet ; the highways , from 
Paleftine to the gates of Conftantinople , were 
filled with an uninterrupted proceffion ; and the 
emperor Arcadius himfelf, at the head of the 
mod illuftrious members of the clergy and fenate, 
advanced to meet his extraordinary gueft, who 
had always deferved and claimed the homage of 
kings 71 . The example of Rome and Conftan- 
tinople confirmed the faith and difcipline of the 
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General 
reflections. 



I. Fabu- 
lous mar- 
tyrs and 
relics. 



Catholic world. The honours of the faints and 
martyrs , after a feeble and ineffectual murmur of 
profane reafon 74 , were univerfally eftablished; 
and in the age of Ambrofe and Jerom; fomething 
was ftill deemed wanting to the fanctity of a 
Chriftian church , till it had been confecrated by 
fome portion of holy relics , which fixed and in- 
flamed the devotion of the faithful. 

In the Jong period of twelve hundred years, 
which elapfed between the reign of Conftantine 
and the reformation of Luther, the worship of 
faints and relics corrupted the pure and perfect 
fimplicity of the Chriftian model ; and fome 
fymptoms of degeneracy may be obferved even in 
the firft generations which adopted and cherished 
this pernicious innovation. 

I. The fatisfactory experience , that the relics 
of faints were more valuable than gold or precious 
ftones 7$ , ftimulated the clergy to multiply the 
treafures of the church. Without much regard 
for truth or probability, they invented names for 
skeletons, and actions for names. The fame of 
the apoflles, and of the holy men who had imi- 
tated their virtues, was darkened by religious 
fiction. To the invincible band of genuine and 
primitive martyrs , they added myriads of ima- 
ginary heroes , who had never exifted , except in 
the fancy of crafty or credulous legendaries ; and 
there is reafon to fufpect , that Tours might not 
be the only diocefe in which the bones of a male- 
factor were adored , inftead of thofe of a faint 7 \ 
A firperftitious practice , which tended to increafe 
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the temptations of fraud , and credulity , infenfibly chap. 
extinguished the light of hiftory , and of reafon, xxvlUt 
in the Chriftian world. 

II. But the progrefs of fuperftition would have n. Mi- 
been much lefs rapid and victorious, if the faith raclcs ' 
of the people had not been aflifted by the feafon- 
able aid of vifions and miracles, to afcertain the 
authenticity and virtue of the moft fufpicious 
relics. In the reign of the younger Theodofius , 
Lucian 77 , a presbyter of Jerufalem , and the ec- 
clefiaftical minifter of the village of Capharga- 
mala, about twenty miles from the city, related 
a very fingular dream , which , to Temove his 
doubts , had been repeated on three fucceflive 
Saturdays. A venerable figure flood before him, 
in the filence of the night , with a long beard , a 
white robe, and a gold rod; announced himfelf 
by the name of Gamaliel, and revealed to the 
aftonished presbyter, that his own corpfe 1 , with the 
bodies of his fon Abibas, his friend Nicodemus , 
and the illuftrious Stephen , the firft martyr of the, 
Chriftian faith , were fecretly buried in the ad- 
jacent field. He added, with fome impatience, 
that'it was time to releafe himfelf, and his com- 
panions, from their ob feu re prifon; that their ap- 
pearance would be falutary to a diftrefled world; 
and that they had made choice of Lucian to inform 
the bishop of Jerufalem of their fituation, and 
their wishes. The doubts and difficulties which 
ftill retarded this important difcovery, were fuc- 
cefllvely removed by new vifions : and the ground 
was opened by the bishop, in the prefence of an 
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chap, innumerable multitude. The coffins of Gamaliel, 
xxviii. c £ f on ^ anc j Q £ f r | en j ^ were found in regular 

order ; but when the fourth coffin , which con- 
tained the remains of Stephen , was shewn to the 
light , the earth trembled, and an odour, fuch as 
that of paradife , was fmelt , which inftantly cured 
the various difeaCes of feventy-three of the aflift- 
ants. The companiops of Stephen were left in 
their peaceful refidence of Caphargamala : but the 
relics of the firft martyr were tranfported , in fo- 
lemn proceffion , to a church conftructed in their 
^ honour on Mount Sion ; and the minute particles 
of thofe relics , a drop of blood 7 * , or the fcrapings 
of a bone , were acknowledged , in almoft every 
province of the Roman world , to poffefs a divine 
and miraculous virtue. The grave and learned 
Auguftin 79 , whofe understanding fcarcely admits 
the excufe of credulity, has attefted the innume- 
rable prodigies which were performed in Africa , 
by the relics of St. Stephen ; and this marvellous 
% narrative is inferted in the. elaborate work of the 
City of God, which the bishop of Hippo defigned 
as a folid and immortal proof of the truth of 
Chriftianity. Auguftin folemnly declares , that 
he has felected thofe miracles only which were 
publicly certified by the perfons who were either 
the objects, or the fpectators, of the power of 
the martyr. Many prodigies were omitted, or 
forgotten ; and Hippo had been lefs favourably 
treated than the other cities of the province. 
And yet the bishop enumerates above feventy 
miracles , of which three were refurrections from 




Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 109 



the dead, in the fpace of two years , and within chap. 
the limits of his own diocefe *\ If we enlarge xxviil 
our view to all the diocefes , and all the faints , of 
the Chriftian world , it will not be eafy to calculate 
the fables, and the errors, which ifTued from this 
inexhauftible fource. But we may furely be al- 
lowed to obferve , that a miracle , in that age of 
fuperftition and credulity, loft its name and its 
merit , fince it could fcarcely be confidered as a 
deviation from the ordinary , and eftablished, 
laws of nature. 

III. The innumerable miracles , of which the in. Re- 
tombs of the martyrs were the perpetual theatre , jj* al oF 
revealed to the pious believer the actual ftate and theifin. 
conftitution of the invifible world ; and his re- 
ligious fpeculations appeared to be founded on 
the firm bafis of fact and experience. Whatever 
might be the condition of vulgar fouls, in the 
long interval between the di Ablution and the re- 
furrection of their bodies , it was evident that the 
fuperior fpirits of the faints and martyrs did not 
con fume that portion of their exiftence in filent 
and inglorious sleep". It was evident (without 
pre fuming to determine the place of their habita- 
tion, or the nature of their felicity) that they en- 
joyed the lively and active confcioufnefs of their 
happinefs , their virtue , and their powers ; and 
that they had already fee u red the poffeflion of 
their eternal reward. The enlargement of their 
intellectual faculties furpalfed the meafure of the 
human imagination ; fince it was proved by eas 
perience, that they were capable of hearing and 
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chap, underdanding the various petitions of their nu- 
xxvm. merous votaries ; who , in the fame moment of 
time , but in the raoft difbmt parts of the world, 
invoked the name and affiftance of Stephen or of 
Alartin The confidence of their petitioners 
was founded on the perfuafion , that the faints . who 
reigned with Chrift , cad an eye of pity upon 
earth ; that they were warmly intereded in the 
profperity of the Catholic church ; and that the 
individuals , who imitated the example of their 
faith and piety, were the peculiar and favourite 
objects of their mod tender regard. Sometimes , 
indeed, their friendship might be influenced by 
confiderat sorts of a lefs exalted kind : they viewed* 
wr.h partial affection, the places which had been 
coifecrated by their birth, their refidence , their 
death , their burial , or the poiTerTion of their re- 
lics. The meaner paffions of pride , avarice , and 
revenge , may be deemed unworthy of a celedial 
bread j yet the faints themlelves condefcended 
to tedify their grateful approbation of the libe- 
rality of their votaries : and the sharped bolts of 
punishment were hurled againd thofe impious 
wretches, who violated their magnificent shrines, 
or disbelieved their fupernatural power *\ Atro- 
cious, indeed, mud have been the guilt, and 
flrange would have been the fcepticifm, of thofe 
men, if they had obdinately refided the proofs of 
a divine agency, which the elements, the whole 
range of the animal creation, and even the fubtle 
and invifible operations of the human mind, were 
compelled to obey' 4 . The immediate, and almod 
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inftantaneous, effects, that were fuppofed to follow chap. 
the prayer, or the offence, fatisfied the Chriftians, XXVIII » 
of the ample meafure of favour and authority , 
which the faints enjoyed in the prefence o£ the 
Supreme God; and it feemed almoft fuperfluous 
to enquire , whether they were continually obliged 
to intercede before the throne of grace ; or whether 
they might not be permitted to exercife, accord- 
ing to the dictates of their benevolence and juf- 
tice , the dejegatcd powers of their fubordinate 
miniftry. The imagination , which had been raifed 
by a painful effort to the contemplation and wor- 
ship of the Univerfal Caufe , eagerly embraced 
fuch inferior objects of adoration , as were more 
proportioned to its grofs conceptions and imper- 
fect faculties. The fublime and fimple theology 
of the primitive Chriftians was gradually cor- 
rupted ; and the MONARCHY of heaven , already 
clouded by metaphyfical fubtleties, was degraded 
by the introduction of a popular mythology , 
which tended to reftore the reign of polytheifm **. 

IV. As the objects of religion were gradually iv. intro- 
rcduced /to the ftandard of the imagination , the 
rites and ceremonies were introduced that feemed 
moft powerfully to affect the fenfes of the vulgari 
If, in the beginning of the fifth century M . Ter- 
tullian , or Lactantius 97 , had been fuddenly raifed 
from the dead, to aflift at the feftival of fome 
popular faint , or martyr " ; they would have 
gazed with aftonishment, and indignation, on the 
profane fpectacle , which had fucceeded to the 
pure and fpiritual worship of a Chriftian congre- 
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chap, gation. As foon as the doors of the church were 
xxvin. thrown open , they muft have been offended by 
the fmoke of incenfe , the perfume of flowers , and 
the glare of lamps and tapers, which diffufed , at 
noon-day , a gawdy , fuperfluous , and , in their 
opinion, a facrilegious light. If they approached 
the baluftrade of the altar, they made their way 
through the proftrate crowd, confiding, for the 
moll part, of ftrangers and pilgrims, who reforted 
to the city on the vigil of the feaft; and who al- 
ready felt the ftrong intoxication of fanaticifm , 
and , perhaps , of wine. Their devout kifles were 
imprinted on the walls and pavement of the facred 
edifice ; and their fervent prayers were directed , 
whatever might be the language of their church , 
to the bones , the blood , or the ashes of the faint, 
which were ufually concealed , by a linen or filken 
veil , from the eyes of the vulgar. The Chriftians 
frequented the tombs of the martyrs, in' the hope 
of obtaining , from their powerful interceflion, 
every fort of fpiritual , but more efpecially of tem- 
poral , bleflings. They implored the prefervation 
of their health, or the cure of their infirmities; 
the fruitfulnefs of their barren wives , or the fafety 
and happinefs of their children. Whenever they 
undertook any diftant or dangerous journey , they 
requefted , that the holy martyrs would be their 
guides and protectors on the road; and if they 
returned , without having experienced any mis- 
fortune, they again haftened to the tombs of the 
martyrs, to celebrate, with grateful thankfgivings , 
their obligations to the memory and relics of thofe 

heavenly 
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heavenly patrons. The walls were hung round chap. 
with fymbols of the favours, which they had re- XXVIIL 
ceived ; eyes , and hands , and feet , of gold and 
filver : and edifying pictures , which could not 
long efcape ihe abufe of indifcreet or idolatrous 
devotion, reprefented the image, the attributes, 
and the miracles of the tutelar faint. The fame 
uniform original fpirit of fuperftition might fug- 
geft, in the mod diftant ages and countries, the 
fame methods of deceiving the credulity, and of 
affecting the fenfes, of mankind": but it mud in- 
genuously be confefled , that the minifters of the 
Catholic church imitated the profane model , which 
they were impatient to de^roy. The moft re- 
fpectable bishops hid perfuaded ihemfelves, that 
the ignorant ruftics would more cheerfully re- 
nounce the fuperftitions of Paganifm , if they 
found fome refemblance , fome compenfation , in 
the bofom of Chriftianity. The religion of Con- 
ftantine atchieved, in lefs than a century the final 
conqueft of the Roman empire : but the victors 
thcmfelves were infenfibly fubdued by the arts of 
their vanquished rivals 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Final Divijion of the Roman Empire between the Sons 
of Thcodojius. — Reign of Arcadius and Honorius, — 
A Iminijiration of Rujinus and Stilicho. — Revolt and 
Defeat of Gildo in Africa. 

♦ 

chap. Tlhe genius of Rome expired with Theodofius; 
? X . 1X * F the laft of the fucceflbrs of Auguftus and Conftan- 
fhe e'mpirc tine , who appeared in the field at the head of 
between t ^\ v arrn i e s , and whofe authority was univerfally 
ami a H«no. acknowledged throughout the whole extent of the 
rius , empire. The memory of his virtues ftill continued , 
A jau iV' however , to protect the feeble and inexperienced 
youth of his two fons. After the death of theirfather, 
Arcadius and Honorius were faluted , by the 
unanimous confent of mankind , as the lawful 
emperors of the Eaft, and of the Weft; and the 
oath of fidelity was eagerly taken by every order 
of the ftate ; the fenates of old and new Rome , 
the clergy, the magiftrates , the foldiers, and the 
people. Arcadius, who then was about eighteen 
years of age . was born in Spain , in the humble 
habitation of a private family. But he received 
a princely education in the palace of Conftantinople ; 
and his inglorious life was fpent in that peaceful 
and fplendid feat of royalty, from whence he 
appeared to reign over the provinces of Thrace , 
Afia Minor, Syria, and Egypt, from the Lower 
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Danube to the confines of Perfia and ^Ethiopia, chap. 
His younger brother, Honorius , aflumed , in the XXIX » 
eleventh year of his age , the nominal government 
of Italy, Africa. Gaul, Spain, and Britain; and 
the troops, which guarded the frontiers. of his 
kingdom , were oppofed , on one fide , to the 
Caledonians , and on the other to the Moors. 
The great and martial prefecture of lllyricum was 
divided between the two princes : the defence 
* and pofTeflion of the provinces of Noricum , 
Pannonia, and Dalmatia , ftill belonged to the 
weftern empire ; but the two large diocefes of 
Dacia and Macedonia , which Gratian had 
entrufted to the valour of Theodofius , were for 
ever united to the empire of the EafL The 
boundary in Europe was not very different from 
the line which now feparates the Germans and 
the Turks ; and the refpective advantages of 
territory , riches , populoufnefs , and military 
ftrength , were fairly balanced and corapenfated, 
in this final and permanent divifion of the Roman 
✓empire. The hereditary fceptre of the fons*of 
Theodofius appeared to be the gift of nature , and 
of their father; the generals and miniflers had been 
accuftomed to adore the majefty of the royal 
infants; and the army and people were not admo- 
nished of their rights, and of their power, by 
the dangerous example of a recent election. The 
gradual difcovery of the weaknefs of Arcadius 
and Honorius , and the .repeated calamities of 
their reign, were not fufficient to obliterate the 
deep and early impreffions of loyalty. The fubject* 
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chap, of Rome, who ftill reverenced the perfons, or 
xxix. rather the names , of their fovereigns , beheld , with 
equal abhorrence , the rebels who oppofed , and the 
minifters who abufed, the authority of the throne, 
character Theodofius had tarnished the glory of his reign 
andadmi- by the elevation of Rufinus; an odious favourite, 
ofRaa. who, in an age ot civil and religious faction , has 
l,us » deferved , from every party, the imputation of 
every crime. The ftrong impulfe of ambition 
! and avarice 1 had urged Rufinus to abandon his f 
native country , an obfcure corner of Gaul a , to 
advance his fortune in the capital of the Eaft: 
the talent of bold and ready elocution 1 qualified 
him to fucceed in the lucrative profeflion of the 
law ; and his fuccefs in that profeflion was a re- 
gular ftep to the moft honourable and important 
employments of the ftate. He was raifed , by 
juft degrees , to the flation of mafter of the offices. 
In the exercife of his various functions , fo effen- 
tially connected with the whole fyftem of civil 
government, he acquired the confidence of a mo- 
narch , who foon difcovercd his diligence and 
capacity in bufinefs , and who long remained ig- 
norant of the pride , the malice, and the covetouf- 
nefs of his difpofition. Thefe vices were concealed 
Beneath the mask of profound diHimulation *; 
his paflions were fubfervient only to the paflions 
of his mafter : yet , in the horrid maflacre of Thef- 
falonica, the cruel Rufinus inflamed the fury, 
without imitating the repentance , of Theodofius. 
The minifter, who viewed with proud indifference 
the reft of mankind, never forgave the appearance 
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of an injury ; and his perfonal enemies had forfeited , c h a p. 
in his opinion , the merit of all public Cervices, xxjx. 
Promotus, the ma fter- general of the infantry, had 
faved the empire from the invafion of the Oftro- 
goths ; but he ii» lignantly fupported the pre- 
eminence of a rival , whofe character and profefljon 
he defpifed; and, in the midft of a public council , 
the impatient foldier was provoked to chaftife 
with a blow the indecent pride of the favourite. 
This act of violence was reprtfented to the emper- 
o» as an infult , which it was incumbent on his 
dignity to r^fent. The difgrace and exile of 
Promotus were fignified by a peremptory order, 
to repair , without delay , to a military ftation 
on the banks *of the Danube , and the death of 
that general ( though he was slain in a *kirmish 
with the Barbarians) was imputed to the perfidious 
arts of Rufinus \ The facrifice of an hero gratified 
his revenge ; the honours of the confulship elated 
his vanity; but his power was ftill imperfect and 
precarious , as long as the important pods of 
prefect of the Eaft , and of prefect of Conftan« 
tinople , were filled by Tatian * , and his fori 
Proculus ; whofe united authority balanced , for 
fome time , the ambition and favour of the mafter 
of the offices. The two prefects were accufed 
of rapine and corruption in the adminiftration of 
the laws and finances. For the trial of thefe 
illuftrious offenders , the emperor conftituted a 
fpecial commiffion : feveral judges were named to 
share the guilt and reproach of injuftice; but the 
right of pronouncing fentence was referved to the 

PI 3 



Digitized by Google 



nS THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Chap prefident alone , and that prefident was Rufinus 
xxix. himfelf. The father, dripped of the prefecture of 
the Eaft , was thrown into a dungeon ; but the fon, 
confcious that few minifters can be found inno- 
cent , where an enemy is their. judge , had fecret- 
ly efcaped ; and Rufinus muft have been Satis- 
fied with the lead obnoxious victim , ifdefpotifm had 
not condefcended to employ the bafeftand moft un» 
generous artifice. The profecution was conducted 
with an appearance of equity and moderation, which 
flattered Tatian with the hope of a favourable event; 
his confidence was fortified by the folemn afTurances, 
and perfidious oaths , of the prefident, who pre- 
fumed to interpoie the facred name of Theodofius 
himfelf; and the unhappy father was . at laft per- 
fuaded to recal , by a private letter, the fugitive 
Procuius. He was inftantly feized , examined, 
condemned, and beheaded , in one of the fuburbs 
of Conftantinople , with a precipitation which 
difappointed the clemency of the emperor. Without 
refpecting the misfortunes of a confular fenator, 
the cruel judges of Tatian compelled him to 
behold the execution of his fon : the fatal cord 
was faftened round his own neck; but in the 
moment when he expected , and perhaps dcfired , 
the relief of a fpeedy death , he was permitted to 
confume the miferable remnant of his old age in 
poverty and exile 7 . The punishment of the two 
prefects might , perhaps, be excufed by the ex- 
ceptionable parts of their own conduct ; the enmity 
of Rufinus might be palliated by the jealous and 
unsociable nature of ambition. But he indulged 
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a fpirit of revenge , equally repugnant to prudence chap. 
and to juftice , when he degraded their native XX1X * 
country of Lycia, from the rank of Roman pro- 
vinces; ftigmatifed a guiltlefs people with a mark 
of ignominy; and declared , that the countrymen 
of Tatian and Proculus should for ever remain 
incapable of holding any employment of honour or 
advantage , under the Imperial government *. 
The new praefect of the Eaft (for Rufinus inftantly 
fuco£eded to the vacant honours of his adverfary ) 
was not diverted, however, by the mod criminal 
purfuits , from the performance of the religious 
duties, which in that age were confidered as the 
moft eflential to falvation. In the fuburb of Chal- 
cedon, furnamed the Oak , he had built a magni- . 
ficent villa; to which he devoutly added a (lately 
church , confecrated to the apoflles St. Peter and 
St. Paul , and continually fanctified by the prayers, 
and pennance , of a regular fociety of monks. A 
numerous , and almoft general , fynod of the bishops 
of the eaftern empire was fummoned to celebrate , 
at the fame time , the dedication of the church , 
and the baptifm of the founder. This double 
ceremony was performed with extraordinary pomp ; 
and when Rufinus was purified, in the holy font, 
from all the fins that he had hitherto committed , a 
venerable hermit of Egypt rashly propofed himfelf as 
the fponfor of a proud and ambitious ftatefman *. 

The character of Theodofius impofed on his ne <>p- 
minifter the task of hypocrify , which difguifed , the 
<and fometimes retrained, the abufe of power; a. d. 39;. 
and Rufinus was apprchenfive of difturbing the 
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chap, indolent slumber of a prince, flill capable of ex- 
xxix. crting the abilities, and the virtue, which had 
raifed him to the throne ,0 . But the abfence, and 
foon afterwards, the death, of the emperor, con- 
firmed the abfolute authority of Rufinus over *he 
perfon and dominions of Arcadius ; a fet ble youth, 
whom the imperious pnefcct confidered as his 
pupil, rather than his fovereign. Regardlefs of 
the public opinion, he indulged his padions with- 
out remorfe , and without refiftance; and his ma- 
lignant and rapacious fpirit rejected every paffion 
that might have contributed to his own glory , or 
the happinefs of the people. His avarice 11 , 
which feems to have prevailed , in his corrupt 
mind, over every other fentiment, attracted the 
wealth of the Eaft., by the various arts of partial, 
and general, extortion; oppreffive taxes, fcan- 
dalous bribery, immoderate fines, unjuft confif- 
cations , forced or fictitious teftaments , by which 
the tyrant defpoMed of their lawful inheritance the 
children of ftrangers, or enemies; and the public 
fale of juftice, as well as of favour, which he in- 
ftituted in the palace of Constantinople. The 
ambitious candidate eagerly folicited , at the ex- 
pence of the faireft part of his patrimony, the ho- 
nours and emoluments of fome provincial go- 
vernment: the lives and fortunes of the unhappy 
people were abandoned to the moft liberal pur. 
chafer; and the public difcontent was fometimes 
a p pea fed by the facrifice of an unpopular criminal, 
whofe punishment was profitable only to the pra> 
feet of the Eaft, his accomplice and his judge. If 
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avarice were not the blindeft of the human paflions, 
the motives of Rufinus might excite our curiodfy; 
and we might be tempted to inquire, with what 
view he violated every principle of humanity and 
juftice , to accumulate thofe immenfe treafures , 
which he could not fpend without folly , nor 
polfefs without danger. Perhaps he vainly ima- 
gined, thit he laboured for the intereft of an only 
daugher, on whom he intended to beftow his 
royal pupil , and the auguft rank of Emprefs of 
the Ealt. Perhaps he deceived himfolf by the 
opinion , that his avarice was the infbument of 
his ambition. He afpired to place his fortune on 
a fecure and independent bafis, which should no 
longer depend on the caprice of the young em- 
peror; yet he neglected to conciliate the hearts 
of the foldiers and people, by the liberal diflri- 
butiSn of thofe riches, which he had acquired 
with fo much toil, and with fo much guilt. The 
extreme parfimony of Rufinus left him only the 
reproach, and envy, of ill-gotten wealth -, his de- 
pendents ferved him without attachment; the 
univerfal hatred of mankind was reprefled only 
by, the influence of fervile # fear. The fate of 
Lucian proclaimed to the Eajl , that the prefect, 
whofe induftry was much abated in the difpatch 
of ordinary bufinefs, was active and indefatigable 
in the purfuit of revenge. Lucian , the fon of the 
pnefect Florentius, the oppreffor of Gaul, and the 
enemy of Julian , had employed a confiderable 
part of his inhpritance, the fruit of rapine and 
corruption, to purchafe the friendship of Rufinus, 
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chap, and the high office of Count of the Haft. But the 
xxix. new magiftrate imprudently departed from the 
maxims of the court, and or the times; difgraced 
his benefactor, by the contrail of a virtuous and 
temperate admiriiftration ; and prefumed to re- 
fufe an act of injuftice, which might have tended 
to the profit of the emperor's uncle. Arcadius 
was eafi)y perfuaded to refcnt the fuppofed infult; 
and the prefect of the Eafl refolved to execute in 
perfon the cruel vengeance , which he meditated 
againft this ungrateful delegate of his power. He 
performed with inccffant fpeed the journey of feven 
or eight hundred miles, from Conftaruinople to 
Antioch, entered the capital of Syria at the dead 
of night, and fpread univerfal confirmation among 
a people, ignorant of his dcfign, but not ignorant 
of his character. The count of the fifteen provinces 
of the Eaft was dragged, like the vileft malefactor, 
before the arbitrary tribunal of Rufinus. Not- 
withflanding the cleared evidence of his integrity, 
which was not impeached even by the voice of 
an accufer, Lucian was condemned, almofl with- 
out a trial, to fuffer a cruel and ignominious pu- 
nishment. The minifters of the tyrant, by the 
order, and in the prefence, of their matter, beat 
him on the neck with leather thongs, armed at 
the extremities with lead; and when he fainted 
under the violence of the pain, he was removed in 
a clofe litter, to conceal his dying agonies from 
the ey^es of the indignant city. No fooner had 
Rufinus perpetrated this inhumap act, the fole 
object of his expedition, than he returned, amidft 
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the deep, and filent, curfes of a trembling people, chap. 
from Antioch to Conftantinople; and his dilU xxix. 
gence was accelerated, by the hope of accomplish- 
ing, wuhout delay , the nuptials of his daughter 
• with the emperor of the Eaft IX . 

But Kufinus foon experienced, that a prudent HeiVdir- 
minifter should conftantly fecure his royal captive Jy P r °h" ted " 
by the ftiong, though invifible, chain of habit; marriage 
and that the merit, and much more eafily the fa- ]j[* rC!U 
vour, of the abfent , are obliterated in a short a. d. 39s» 
time fiom the mind of a weak and capricious A i ,ril2? - 
fovereign. While the pncfect fatiated his revenge 
at Antioch , a fecret confpiracy of the favourite 
eunuchs , directed by the great chamberlain Eu- 
tropius, undermined his power in the palace of 
Conftantinople. They difcovered that Arcadius 
was not inclined to love the daughter of Rufinus, 
who had been chofen, without his confent, for his 
bride ; and they contrived to fubftitute in her 
place the fair Eudoxia, the daughter of Bauto x \ 
a general of the Franks in the fervicc of Rome; 
and who was educated, fince the death of her fa- 
ther, in the family of the fons of Promotus. The 
young emperor, whofe chaftity had been ftrictly 
guarded by the pious care of his tutor Arfenius ,4 , 
eagerly liftened to the artful and flattering defcrip- 
tions of the charms of Eudoxia : he gazed with 
impatient ardour on her picture, and he under- 
ftood the neceflity of concealing his amorous de- 
figns from the knowledge of a minifter, who, was 
fo deeply interefted to oppofe the confummation 
of his happinefs. Soon after the return of Rulinus, 
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chap, the approaching ceremony of the royal nuptials 
xxix. was announced to the people of Conftantinople , 
who prepared to celebrate, with falfe and hollow 
acclamations, the fortune of his daughter. A 
fplendid train of eunuchs and officers iflued , in* 
hymeneal pomp, from the gates of the palace; 
bearing aloft the diadem, the robes, and the in- 
eftimable ornaments, of the future emprefs. The 
folemn proceffion patted through the ftreets of the 
city, which were adorned with garlands, and filled 
with fpectators; but, when it reached the houfe 
of the fons of Promotus, the principal eunuch re- 
fpectfully entered the manfion , invefted the fair 
Eudoxia with the Imperial robes, and conducted 
her in triumph to the palace and bed of Area- 
dius u . The fecrefy, and fuccefs , with which 
this confpiracy againft Rufinus had been con- 
ducted, imprinted a mark of indelible ridicule on 
the character of a minifter, who had fuffered him- 
felf to be deceived , in a poll where the arts of 
deceit and diflimulation conftitute the moft di- 
ftinguished merit. He confidered , with a mix- 
ture of indignation and fear , the victory of an 
afpiring eunuch, who had fecretly captivated the 
favour of his fovereign ; and the difgrace of his 
daughter, whofe intereft was infeparably con- 
nected with his own, wounded the tendernefs, or, 
at leaft, the pride, of Rufinus. At the moment 
when he flattered . himfelf that he should become 
the father of a line of kings, a foreign maid, who 
had been educated in the houfe of his implacable 
enemies, was introduced into the Imperial bed 
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and Eudoxia foon difplayed a fuperiority of fenfe chap. 
and fpirit, to improve the afcendant which her XXIX * 
beauty miift acquire over the mind of a fond and 
youthful husband. The emperor would foon be 
inftrucred to hate, to fear, and to deftroy , the 
powerful fubject, whom he had injured; and the 
confeioufnefs of guilt deprived Rufinus of every 
hope, either of fafety or comfort, in the retire- 
ment of a private life. But he ftill pofTcfled the 
moft effectual means of defending his dignity, 
and perhaps of opprefling his enemies. The pre- 
fect ftill exercifed an uncontrouled authority over 
the civil and military government of the Eaft : 
and his treafures, if he could refolve to ufe them, 
might be employed to procure proper inftruments, 
for the execution of the blackeft defigns, that 
pride, ambition, and revenge, could fugged to a 
defperate ftatefman. The character of Rufinus 
feemed to juftify the accufations, that he confpired 
againft the perfon of his fovereign, to feat himfelf 
on the vacant throne; and that he had fecretly in- 
vited the Huns, and the Goths, to invade the pro- 
vinces of the empire , and to increafe the public 
confufion. The fubtle pnefect\ whofe life had 
been fpent in the intrigues of the palace, oppofed, 
with equal arms, the artful meafures of the eu- 
nuch Eutropius ; but the timid foul of Rufinus 
was aftonished by the hoflile approach of a more 
formidable rival, of the great Stilicho, the genera!, 
or rather the mafter, of the empire of the W eft 

The celeftial gift, which Achilles obtained, and Character 
Alexander envied , of a poet worthy to celebrate t 0 h f c s ^J^ 0 ' 
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chap, the actions of heroes, has been enjoyed by Stili- 
fter and cn0 > ln a much higher decree than might have 
gemr t i, of been expected fiom the declining Itate of genius, 

wnelipTre. and °^ art * of C Iauflian * ? » devoted to 

his fervice , was always prepared to ftigmatfe his 
adverfaries , Rufinus , or Eutropius , with eternal 
infamy; or to paint, in the moft fphndid co- 
lours, the victories, and virtues, of a powerful be- 
nefactor. In the review of a period indifferently 
fupplied with authentic materials, we cannot re- 
fufe to illuftrate the annals of Honorius, from the 
invectives , or the panegyrics , of a contemporary 
writer; but as Claudian appears to have indulged 
the moft ample privilege of a poet and a courtier, 
fome criticifm will be requifite to translate the 
language of fiction , or exaggeration , into the 
truth and fimplicuy of hiftoric profe. His filence 
concerning the family of Stilicho may be admitted 
as a proof, that his patron was neither able , nor 
defirous , to boaft of a long feries of illuftrious pro- 
genitors; and the slight mention of his father, 
an officer of Barbarian cavalry , in the fervice of 
Valens, fcems to^countenance the alTertion , that 
the general, who fo long commanded the armies 
of Rome, was defcended from the favage and per- 
fidious race of the Vandals If Stilicho had 
not poflefTed the external advantages of ftrength 
and ftature, the moft flattering bard, in the pre- 
fence of fo many thoufand fpectators , would have 
hefitated to affirm , that he furpalTed the meafure 
of the demi-gods of antiquity and, that when- 
ever he moved , with lofty fteps , through the 
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Greets of the capital, the aftonished crowd made* chap. 
room for the ftranger, who difplayed , in a private XXIX » 
condition , the awful majefty of a hero. From 
his earliefl: youth he embraced the profeffion of 
arms ; his prudence and valour were foon diftin- 
gui<hed in the field ; the horfemcn and archers 
of the Eafl: admired his fuperior dexterity ; and 
in each degree of his military promotions , the 
public judgment always prevented and approved 
th* rhoice of the fovereign. He was named by 
Theodofuis , to ratify a folemn treaty with the 
monarch of Perfia : he fupported , during that 
important embafly , the dignity of the Roman 
name; and after his return to Conftantinople , his 
merit was rewarded by an intimate and honour- 
able alliance with the Imperial family. Theodo- 
fius had been prompted , by a pious motive of 
fraternal affection, to adopt, for his own, the 
daughter of his brother Honorius ; the beauty 
and accomplishments of ^Serena 19 were univer- 
fally admired by the obfequious court; and Sti- 
licho obtained the preference over a crowd of 
rivals , who ambitiously difputed the hand of the 
princefs , and the favour of her adoptive father *\ 
The a durance that the husband of Serena would 
be faithful to the throne, which he was permitted 
to approach , engaged the emperor to exalt the 
fortunes, and to employ the abilities, of the faga- 
cious and intrepid Stilicho. He rofe through 
the fucceffive fteps of matter of the horfe , and 
count of the domeftics , to the fupreme rank of 
matter -general of all the cavalry and infantry of His mm. 
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A D 
385 — 408. 



CHap. the Roman , or at lead of the Weftern , empire " ; 

and His, enemies confeHed , that he invariably dif- 
dained to barter for gold the rewards of merit , or 
to defraud the foldiers of the pay and gratifica- 
tions, which they defrrved, or claimed, from the 
liberality of thr date *\ The valour and conduct 
which he afterwards difplayed , in the defence of 
Italy, againft the arms of Alaric and Radagaifus, 
may juftify the fame of his early achievements : 
and in an age lefs attentive to the laws of 
honour, or of pride, the Roman generals might 
yield the pre-eminence of rank , to the afcendant 
of fuperior genius*'. He lamented, and revenged, 
the murder of Promotus , his rival and his friend ; 
and the maffacre of many thoufarrds of the 
flying Baftarnse is reprefented by the poet, as a 
bloody facrifice , which the Roman Achilles 
offered to the manes of another Patroclus. The 
virtues and victories of Stilicho deferved the 
hatred of Rufinus : and the arts of calumny might 
have been fuccefsful , if the tender and vigil at- 1 
Serena had not protected her husband againft his 
domeftic foes , whilft he vanquished in the field 
the enemies of the empire *\ Theodofius con- 
tinued to fupport an unworthy minifter, to whofe 
diligence he delegated the government of the pa- 
lace , and of the Eaft ; but when he marched 
againft the tyrant Eugenius , he affbciateM his 
faithful general to the labours and glories of the 
civil war; and, in the laft moments of his life , 
the dying monarch recommended to Stilicho , the 
care of his fons, and of the republic *\ The 

ambition 
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ambition and the abilities of Stilicho were not chap. 
unequal to the important truft ; and he claimed XXI *« 
the guardianship of the two empires , during the 
minority of Arcadius and HonOrius 20 . The firft 
meafure of his adminiftration , or rather of his reign , 
difplayed to the nations the vigour and activity of 
a fpirit worthy to command. He patted the Alps 
in the depth of winter ; defcended the ftream of 
the Rhine , from the fortrefs of Bafil , to the 
marches of Batavia ; reviewed the ftate of the 
garrifons ; repreffed the enterprifes of the Ger- 
mans; and* after eftablishing along the banks a 
firm and honourable peace , returned with incre- 
dible fpeed to the palace of Milan * 7 . The per- 
fon and court of Honorius were fubject to the 
mafter- general of the Weft; and the armies and 
provinces of Europe obeyed , without hcfitation , 
a regular authority, which was exercifed in the 
name of their young fovereign. Two rivals only 
remained to difpute the claims, and to provoke 
the vengeance, of Stilicho. Within the limits of 
Africa , Gildo , the Moor , maintained a proud and 
dangerous independence ; and the minifter of 
Conftantinople afferted his equal reign over the 
emperor , and the empire , of the Eaft. 

The impartiality which Stilicho affected, as the fh«?f a it 
common guardian of the royal brothers , engaged «f Rtlfimis 
him to regulate the equal divifion of the arms, a. d. 39^ 
the jewels, and the magnificent wardrobe and fur- N 0 * 2 ? 11 "' 
niture of the deceafed emperor *\ But the moft 
important object of the inheritance cbnfifted of 
the numerous legions , cohorts , and fquadrons of 
Vol. V. I 
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chap. Roman*, t>r Barbarians, whom the event of the 
-xxix. c i v il W ar liad united under the Aandard of Theo- 
doftus. Tfre various multitudes of Europe and 
^fia v exafperated by recent animofities , were 
over -awed by the authority of a fingle man ; and 
the rigid difcipline of Stilicho protected the lands 
of the citizen from the rapine of the licentious 
ioldier *\- Anxious however , and impatient , to 
relieve Italy from the prefence of this formidable 
hoft, which could be ufeful only on the frontiers 
of the empire , he liftened to the juft requifition of 
the minifter of Arcadius , declared his intention 
of reconducting in perfon the troops of the Eaft; 
and dexterously employed the rumour of a Gothic 
tumult , to conceal his private defigns of ambition 
and revenge ,0 . The guilty foul of Rufinus was 
alarmed by the approach of a warriour and a rival, 
whofe enmity he deferved ; he computed , with 
increafing terror, the narrow fpace of his life and / 
greatnefs ; and, as the laft hope of fafety, he in- 
terpofed the authority of the emperor Arcadius. 
Stilicho , who appears to have directed his march 
along the feacoaft of the Hadriatic, was not far 
diflant from the city of ThefTalonica , when he re- 
ceived a peremptory meflage, to recal the troops 
of the Eafl, and to declare, that his nearer ap- 
proach would be confidered, by the Byzantine 
court, as an act of hoftility. The prompt and 
unexpected obedience of the general of the Weft , 
convinced the vulgar of his loyalty and modera- 
tion } and , as he had already engaged the affec- 
tion of the Eaftern troops, he recommended to 
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their zeal the execution of his bloody defign , chap. 
which might be accomplished in his abfence , with X3UX * 
lefs danger perhaps, and with lcfs reproach. Sti- 
licho left the command of the troops of the Eaft to 
Gainas , the Goth , on whofe fidelity he firmly re- 
lied ; with an aflurance , at leaft , that the hardy 
Barbarian would never be diverted from his pur- 
pofe by any confideration of fear or remorfe. The 
foldiers were eafily perfuaded to punish the ene- 
my of Stilicho, and of Rome ; and fuch was the 
general hatred which Rufinus had excited , that 
the fatal fecret , communicated to thoufands , 
was faithfully preferved during the long march 
from Theflalonica to the gates of Conftantinople. 
As foon as they had refolved his death, they con- 
defcended to flatter his pride; the ambitious pre- 
fect was feduced to believe , that thofe powerful 
auxiliaries might be tempted to place the diadem 
on his head ; and the treafures which he diftribut- 
ed , with a tardy and reluctant hand , were accept- 
ed by the indignant multitude , asaninfult, rather 
than as a gift. At the* diflance of a mile from 
the capital, in the field of Mars, before the pa- 
lace of Hebdomon , the troops halted : and the 
emperor, as well as his minifter , advanced, ac- 
cording to ancient cuftom, refpectfully to falute 
the power which fupported their throne. As 
Rufinus pafled^ along the ranks, and difguifed , 
with ftudied courtefy , his innate haughtinefs, the 
wings infcnfibly wheeled from the right and left, 
and inclofed the devoted victim within the circle 
of their arms. Before he could reflect on the 

I 2 



■ 



Digitized by Google 



i 3 * THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, danger of his fituation, Gainas gave the fignal of 
XX1X * death ; a daring and forward foldier plunged his 
fword into the breaft of the guilty prefect , and 
Rufinus fell , groaned , and expired , at the feet 
of the affrighted emperor. If the agonies of a 
moment could expiate the crimes of a whole life , 
or if the outrages inflicted on a breathlefs corpfe 
could be the object of pity, our humanity might 
perhaps be affected by the horrid circum fiances 
which accompanied the murder of Rufinus. His 
mangled body was abandoned to the brutal fury 
of the populace of either fex , who haftened in 
crouds , from every quarter of the city , to trample 
on the remains of the haughty roinifter, at whofe 
frown they had fo lately trembled. His right 
band was cutoff, and carried through the ftreets 
of Conflantinople , in cruel mockery , to extort 
contributions for the avaricious tyrant , whofe 
head was publicly expofed , borne aloft on the point 
of a Jong lance 11 . According to the favage 
maxims of the Greek republics , his innocent 
family would have shared the punishment of his 
crimes. The wife and daughter of Rufinus were 
indebted for their lafety to the influence of re- 
ligion. Her fanctuary protected them from the 
raging madnefs of the people ; and they were 
permitted to fpend the remainder of their lives in 
the exercifes of Chriftian devotion , in the peaceful 
retirement of Jerufalem J \ 
Difcordof The fervile poet of Stilicho applauds , with fe- 
the two roc i ous joy this horrid deed , which , in the exe- 
a. d. 396, cution, perhaps, of juftice, violated every law of 
etc - nature and fociety, profaned the majefly of the 
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prince , and renewed the dangerous examples of chap. 
military licence. The contemplation of the uni- x* 1 *- 
verfal order and harmony had fatisfied Claudian 
of the exiftence of the Deity ; but the profperous 
impunity of vice appeared to contradict his moral 
attributes^ and the fate of Rufinus was the only 
event which could difpel the religious doubts of 
the poet n . Such an act might vindicate the 
honour of Providence ; but it did not much con- 
tribute to the happinefs of the people. In left 
than .three months they were informed of the 
maxims of the new adminift ration , by a fmgular 
edict , which eftablished the exclufive right of the 
treafury over the fpoils of Rufinus ; and filenced , 
under heavy penalties, the prefumptuous claims 
of the fubjects of the Eaftern empire, who had 
been injured by his rapacious tyranny Even 
Stilicho did not derive from the murder of his 
v rival , the fruit which he. had propofed ; and 
though he gratified his revenge , his ambition 
was difappointed. Under the name of a favourite , 
the weaknefs of Arcadius required a matter; but 
he naturally preferred the obfequious arts of the 
eunuch Eutropius, who had obtained his domeftic 
confidence > and the emperor contemplated , with 
terror and averfion , the ftern genius of a foreign 
warriour. Till they were divided by the jealoufy 
of power , the fword of Gainas , and the charms 
of Eudoxia , fupported the favour of the great 
chamberlain of the palace : the perfidious Goth 
who was appointed matter - general of the Eaft 
betrayed , without fcruple , the intereft of his 
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chap, benefactor; and the fame troops , who had fo lately 
xxix. maffacred the enemy of Stilicho, were engaged 
to fupport, againft him, the independence of the 
throne of Conft^ntinople. The favourites of 
Arcadius fomented a fecret and irreconcileable 
war againft a formidable hero , who afpired to 
govern , and to defend , the two empires of Rome , 
and the two fons of Theodofius. They inceffantly 
laboured, by dark and treacherous machinations, 
to deprive him of the efleem of the prince, the 
refpect of the people , and the friendship of the 
Barbarians. The life of Stilicho was repeatedly 
attempted by the dagger of hired aflaflins; and 
a decree was obtained , from the fenate of Con- 
ftantinople , to declare him an enemy of the re- 
public , and to confiscate his ample pofleffions in 
the provinces of the Eaft. At a time when the 
only hope of delaying the ruin of the Roman 
name , depended on the firm union , and recipro- 
cal aid , of all the nations to whom it had been 
gradually communicated , the fubjects of Arca- 
dius and Honorius were inftructed, by their re- 
fpective matters , to view each other in a foreign , 
and even hoftile, light; to rejoice in their mutual 
calamities, and to embrace, as their faithful allies , 
the Barbarians , whom they excited to invade the 
territories of their countrymen The natives 
of Italy affected to defpife the fervile and effe- 
minate Greeks of Byzantium , who prefumed to 
imitate the drefs , and to ufurp the dignity, of 
Roman fenators " ; and the Greeks had not yet 
forgot the fentiments of hatred and contempt , 
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which their polished anceftors had fo long enter- chat. 
tained for the rude inhabitants of the Weft. The XXIX * 
diftinction of two governments , which foon pro- 
duced the reparation of two nations, will juftify 
my defign of fufpehding the feries of the Byzan- 
tine hiftory , to profecute , without interruption , 
the difgraceful , but memorable , reign of Honorius. 

The prudent Stilicho, inftead of perfifting to Revolt at 
force the inclinations of a prince, and people, Afrka," 
who rejected his government, wifely abandoned a. d. 
Arcadius to his unworthy favourites ; and his re- 3o<s 398 * 
luctance to involve the two empires in a civil war , 
difplayed the moderation of a minifler, who had 
fo often fignalized his military fpirit and abilities. 
But if Stilicho had any longer endured the revolt 
of Africa , he would have betrayed the fecurity of 
the capital , and the roajefty of the Weftern em- 
peror , to the capricious infolence of a Moorish 
rebel. Gildo 17 the brother of the tyrant Firmus, 
had preferved and obtained , as the reward of his 
apparent fidelity, the immenfe patrimony which 
was forfeited by treafbn; long and meritorious 
fervice , in the armies of Rome , raifed him to the 
dignity of a military count; the narrow policy of 
the court of Theodofius had adopted the mik 
chievous expedient , of fupporting a legal go- 
vernment by the intercft of a powerful family ; 
and the brother of Firmus was inverted with the 
command of Africa. His ambition foon ufurped 
the adminiftration of juftice , and of the finances , 
without account, and without controul; and he 
maintained , during a reign of twelve years , the 
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chap, poflfeflion of an office from which it was impoflible 
xxix, tQ rcmove n j m > without the danger of a civil 

war. During thofe twelve years, the provinces 
of Africa groanedSinder the dominion of a tyrant, 
who feemed to unite the unfeeling temper of a 
ftranger, with the partial refentments of ddmeftic 
faction. The forms of law were often fuperfeded 
by the ufe of poifon ; and if the trembling guefts, 
who were invited to the table of Gildo , prefumed 
to exprefs their fears , the infolent fufpicion ferved 
only jto excite his fury , and he loudly fummoned 
the miniftera of death. Gildo alternately indulged 
the paffions of avarice and luft "} and if his 
days were terrible to the rich , his nights were not 
lefs dreadful to husbands and parents. The 
fairefl of their wives and daughters were profti- 
tuted to the embraces of the tyrant; and after- 
wards abandoned to a ferocious troop of Barba- 
rians and aflaffins , the black, or fwarthy, natives 
of the defert ; whom Gildo confidered as the only 
guardians of his throne. In the civil war between 
Theodofius and Eugenius, the count, or rather 
the fovereign, of Africa, maintained a haughty 
and fufpicious neutrality; refufed to affift either 
of the contending parties with troops or veflels , 
expected the declaration of fortune , and referved 
for the conqueror , the vain profeflions of his alle- 
giance. Such profeflions would not have fatis- 
fied the mailer of the Roman world : but the 

■ 

death of Theodofius, and the weaknefc and dif- 
cord of his fons , confirmed the power of the 
Moor i who condefcended , as a proof of his 
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moderation , to abftain from the ufe of the diadem* chap. 
and to fupply Rome with the cuftomary tribute, XX1X * 
or rather fubfidy, of corn. In every divifion of 
the empire, the five provinces of Africa were in- 
variably afligned to the Wefts and Gildo had 
confented to govern that extensive country in the 
name of Honorius ; but his knowledge of the 
character and defigns of Stilicho, foon engaged 
him to addrefs his homage to a more diftant and 
feeble fovereign. The minifters of Arcadius em- 
braced the caufe of a perfidious rebel ; and the 
delufive hope of adding the numerous cities of 
Africa to the empire of the Eaft , tempted them to 
affert a claim , which they were incapable of fup- 
porting, either by reafon , or by arms *\ 

When Stilicho had given a firm and decifive » 
anfwer to the pretentions of the Byzantine court, ^Roman 
he folemnly accufed the tyrant of Africa before fenate, 
the tribunal , which had formerly judged the kings A * D " 39r " 
and nations of the earth ; and the image of the 
republic was revived , after a long interval, under 
the reign of Honorius. The emperor tranfmitted 
an accurate and ample detail of the complaints of 
the provincials, and the crimes of Gildo, to the 
Roman fenate; and the members of that vene- 
rable aflembly were required to pronounce the 
condemnation of tke rebel. Their unanimous 
fuffrage declared him the enemy of the republic; 
and the decree of the fenate added a (acred and 
legitimate fanction , to the Roman arms 4 \ A 
people , who ftill remembered , that their anceftors 
had been the matters of the world, would have ' 
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chap, applauded j with confcious pride, the reprefentation 
x* 1 *' of ancient freedom ; if they had not long fince 
been accuftomed to prefer the folid affurance of 
bread, to the unfubftantial vifions of liberty and 
greatnefs. The fubfiftence of Rome depended 
on the harvefts of Africa; and it was evident, 
that a declaration of war would be the fignal of 
famine. .The prefect Symmachus , who prefided 
in the deliberations of the fenate , admonished the 
minifter of his juft apprehcnfion , that as foon as 
the revengeful Moor should prohibit the exporta- 
tion of corn , the tranquillity , and perhaps the 
fafety, of the capital , would be threatened by the 
hungry rage of a turbulent multitude 4 \ The 
prudence of Stilicho conceived , and executed , 
without delay , the mod effectual meafure for the 
relief of the Roman people. A large and feafon- 
able fupply of corn, collected in the inland pro- 
vinces of Gaul , was embarked on the rapid dream 
of the Rhone , and tranfported , by an eafy navi- 
gation , from the Rhone to the Tyber. During 
the whole term of the African war , the granaries 
of Rome were continually filled , her dignity was 
vindicated from the humiliating dependence , and 
the minds of an immenfe people were quieted by 
the calm confidence of peace and plenty 4 \ 
The aw. The caufe of Rome, and the conduct of the 
African war, were entrufted by Stilicho, to a ge- 
neral , active and ardent to avenge his private in- 
juries on the head of the tyrant. The fpirit of 
difcord, which prevailed in the houfe of Nabal , 
had excited a deadly quarrel between two of his 
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fons , Gildo and Mafcezcl 4 . The ufurper pur- chap. 
fued , with implacable rage, the life of his younger XX|X » 
brother, whofe courage and abilities he feared; 
and Mafcezel, opprefled by fuperior power, took 
refuge in the court of Milan : where he foon re- 
ceived the cruel intelligence, that his two inno- 
cent and helplefs children had been murdered by 
their inhuman uncle. The affliction of the father 
was fufpended only by the defire of revenge. The 
vigilant Stilicho already prepared to collect the 
naval and military forces of the Weftern empire; 
and he had refolved , if the tyrant should be able 
to wage an equal and doubtful war, to march 
againft him in perfon. But as Italy required his 
prefence , and as it might be dangerous to weaken 
the defence of the frontier , he judged it more ad- 
vifeable , that Mafcezel should attempt this ar- 
duous adventure, at the head of a chofen body 
of Gallic veterans , who had lately ferved under 
the ftandard of Eugenius. Thefe troops , who 
were exhorted to convince the world, that they 
could fubvert, as well as defend, the throne of 
an ufurper, confifted of the Jovian , the Hcrculian, 
and the Augujlan % legions; of the Nirvian auxi- 
liaries; of the foldiers, who difplayed in their 
banners the fymbol of a lion , and of the troops 
which were diftinguished by the aufpicious names 
of Fortunate , and Invincible. Yet fuch was the 
fmallnefs of their eftablishments , or the difficulty 
of recruiting , that thefe /even bands 44 , of high 
dignity and reputation in the fervice of Rome , 
amounted to no more than five thouiand effective 
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chap, men 4 '. The fleet of gallies and tranfports failed 
xxix. j n tempeftuous weather from the port of Pifa , in 
Tufcany, and fleered their courfe to the little 
island of Capraria ; which had borrowed that 
name from the wild goats, its original inhabitants, 
whofe place was now occupied by a new colony 
of a ftrange and favage appearance. * The whole 
» island (fays an ingenious traveller of thofe 
yy times ) is filled , or rather defiled , by men , 
n who fly from the light. They call them- 
» felves Monks, or folitaries, becaufe they chufe 
» to live alone , without any witnefles of their 
a actions. They fear the gifts of fortune, from 
„ the apprehenfion of lofing them ; and , led 
«> they should be miferable, they embrace a life 
n of voluntary wretchednefs. How abfurd is 
» their choice ! how perverfe their underftand- 
i, ing ! to dread the evils, without being able to 
» fupport the bleffings , of the human condition, 
a, Either this melancholy madnefs is the effect of 
„ difeafe , or elfe the confcioufnefs of guilt urges 
5 3 thefe unhappy riien to exercife on their own 
„ bodies the tortures which are inflicted on fugi- 
5 > tive slaves by the hand of juftice 4< . " Such 
was the contempt of a profane magiftrate for the 
monks of Capraria, who were revered, by the 
pious Mafcezel , as the chofen fervants of God 4T . 
Some of them were perfuaded, by his in treaties, to 
embark on board the fleet; and it is obferved, to 
the praife of the Roman general , that his days and 
nights were employed in prayer, fading, and the 
occupation of finging pfalms. The devout leader , 
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who, with fuch a reinforcement, appeared con- chap. 
fident of victory , avoided the dangerous rocks of XXIX * 
Corfica, coafted along the eaftern fide of Sardinia, 
and fecured his ships againft the violence of the 
fouth wind , by cafting anchor in the fafe and ca- 
pacious harbour of Cagliari , at the diftance of one 
hundred and forty miles from the African shores *\ 

Gildo was prepared to refift the invafion with Defeat and 
all the forces of Africa. By the liberality of his of 
gifts and promifes, he endeavoured to fecure the A.D.398. 
doubtful allegiance of the Roman foldiers , whilft 
he attracted to his ftandard the diftant tribes of 
Gaetulia and JEthiopia. He proudly reviewed art 
army of feventy thoufand men , and boafted, with 
the rash prefumption which is the forerunner of 
difgrace , that his numerous cavalry would tram- 
ple under their horfes feet, the troops of IVIafce2el 
and involve , in a cloud of burning fand , the na- 
tives of the cold regions of Gaul and Germany **. 
But the Moor, who commanded tbe legions of 
Honorius , was too well acquainted with the 
manners of his countrymtn, to entertain any fe- 
rious apprehenfion of a naked and diforderly hofl: 
of Barbarians , whofe left arm , inftead of a shield, 
was protected only by a mantle; who were totally 
difarmed as foon as they had darted their javelin 
from their right hand ; and whofe horfes had 
never been taught to bear the controul , or to 
obey the guidance , of the bridle. He fixed his 
camp of five thoufand veterans in the face of a 
fuperior enemy , and , after the delay of three days, 
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chap, gave the fignal of a general engagement *\ As 
xxix. Mafcezel advanced before the front with fair of- 
fers of peace and pardon , he encountered one of 
the foremoft ftandard-bearers of the Africans , and, 
on his refufai to yield, ftruck him on the arm 
with his fword. The arm , and the ftandard , 
funk under the weight of the blow ; and the 
imaginary act of fubmiflion,,was haftily repeated 
by ail the ftandards of the line. At this fignal , 
the difaffected cohorts proclaimed the name of 
their lawful Sovereign $ the Barbarians, aftonished 
by the defection of their Roman allies, difperfed, 
according to their cuftom, in tumultuary flight; 
and Mafcezel obtained the honours of an eafy, 
and almoft blood lefs , victory 5I . The tyrant ef- 
caped from the field of battle to the feashore; 
and threw himfelf into a fmall veflel , with the 
hope of reaching in fafety fome friendly port of 
the empire of the Eaft: : but the obftinacy of the 
wind drove him back into the harbour of Ta- 
braca 52 , which had acknowledged , with the reft 
of the province , the dominion of Honoiius , and 
*he authority of his lieutenant. The inhabitants, 
as a proof of their repentance and loyalty , feized 
and confined the perfon of Gildo in a dungeon; 
and his own defpair faved him from the intole- 
rable torture of Supporting the prefence of an in- 
jured, and victorious, brother The captives, 
and the fpoils , of Africa , were laid at the feet of 
the emperor ; but Stilicho , whofe moderation ap- 
peared more confpicuous , and more fmcere , in 
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the midft; of profperity , ftill affected to confult chap, 
the laws of the republic; and referred to the XXIX ' 
fen ate and people of. Rome , the judgment of the 
mod illuftrious criminals f \ Their trial was pub- 
lic and folemn ; but the judges , in the exercife of 
this obfolete and precarious jurifdiction , were 
impatient to punish the African magiftrates, who 
had intercepted the fubfiftence of the Roman 
people. The rich and guilty province was op- 
preffed by the Imperial minifters , who had a 
vifible intereft to multiply the number of the ac- 
complices of Gildo ; and if an edict of Honorius 
feems to check the malicious induftry of in- 
formers, a fubfequent edict , at the diftance often 
years , continues and renews the profecution of the 
offences which had been committed in the time 
of the general rebellion The adherents of the 
tyrant who efcaped the firft fury of the foldiers, 
and the judges , might derive fome confolation 
from the tragic fate of his brother, who could 
never obtain his pardon for the extraordinary fer- 
vices which he had performed. After he had 
finished an important war in the fptce of a fingle 
winter, Mafcezel was received at the court of 
Milan with loud applaufe , affected gratitude, 
and fecret jealoufy " ; and his death , which , per- 
haps , was the effect of accident , has been con- 
fidered as the crime of Stilicho. In the paflage 
of a bridge , the Moorish prince , who accom- 
panied the mafter-general of the Weft, was fud- 
denly thrown from his horfe into the river; the 
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chap, officious hafte of the attendants was reftrained by a 
cruel and perfidious fmile, which they obferved 
on th£ countenance of Stilicho; and while they 
delayed the neceflary allifbnce , the unfortunate 
Mafcezel was irrecoverably drowned *\ 

The joy of the African triumph was happily 
connected with the nuptials of the emperor Ho- 
norius , and of his coufin Maria , the daughter of 
Stilicho : and this equal and honourable alliance 
feemed to inveft the powerful minifter with the 
authority of a parent over his fubmiflive pupil. 
The mufe of Claudian was not filent on this pro- 
pitious day " : he fung , in various and lively 
drains, the happinefs of the royal pair; and the 
glory of the hero, who confirmed their union, 
and fupported their throne. The ancient fables of 
Greece , which had almoft; ceafed to be the object 
of religious faith , were faved from oblivion by the 
genius of poetry. The picture of the Cyprian 
grove , the feat of harmony and love ; the tri- 
umphant progrefs of Venus over her native feas , 
and the mild influence which her prefence dif- 
fufed in the palace of Milan , exprefs to every age 
the natural fentiments of the heart, in the juft 
and pleating language of allegorical fiction. But 
the amorous impatience, which Claudian attri- 
butes to the young prince f * , muft excite the 
fmiles of the court; and his beauteous fpoufe 
( if she deferved the praife of beauty ) had not 
much to fear or to hope from the pailions of her 
lover. Honorius was only in the fourteenth year 

of 
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of his age; Serena, the mother of his bride, de- chap. 
ferred, by art or perfuafion, the confurrimation of x *ix. 
the royal nuptials ; Maria died a virgin , after she 
had been ten years a wife ; and the chaftity of the 
emperor was fecured by the coldnefs, or, per- 
haps, the debility, of his conftitution *\ His 
fubjects* , who attentively ftudied the character of 
their young fovereign, difcovered that Honorius 
was without paffions , and confequently without 
talents; and that his feeble and languid difpofi- 
tion was alike incapable of difcharging the duties 
of his rank , or of enjoying the pleafures of his' 
age. In his early youth he made fome progrefs 
in the exercifes of riding and drawing the bow : 
but he foon relinquished thefe fatiguing occupa- 
tions, and the amufement of feeding poultry be- 
came the ferious and daily care of The monarch of 
the Weft S1 , who refigned the reins of empire to 
the firm and skilful hand of his guardian Stilicho. 
The experience of hiftory will countenance the 
fufpicion , that a prince who was born in the 
purple , received a worfe education than the 
mean eft peafant of his dominions ; and that the 
ambitious minifter fuffered him to attain the age 
of manhood , without attempting to excite his 
courage , or to enlighten his underftanding 
The predecelfors of Honorius were accuftomed 
to animate, by their example, or at leaft by their 
prefence , the valour of the legions ; and the dates 
of their laws atteft the perpetual activity of their 
motions through the provinces of the Roman 
Vol. V. • K 
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chap, world. But the fon of Thcodofius pafled the 
XXIX - slumber of his life , a captive in his palace , a 
ftranger in his country , and the patient , almoft 
the indifferent, fpectator of the ruin of the Weft- 
em empire , which was repeatedly attacked , and 
finally fubverted, by the arms of the Barbarians. 
In the eventful hiftory of a reign of twenty-eight 
years, it will feldom be neceflary to mention the 
name of the emperdr Honorius. 
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Revolt of the Goths. — They plunder Greece. — - 
Two great Invafions of Italy by Alaric and Rada- 
gaifus. . — . They are repulfcd by Stilicho. — The. 
Germans over-run Gcml. — U far pat ion of Conjlantinc 
in the Weft. — Difgracc and Death of Stilicho. 

If the fubjects of Rome could be ignorant of chap/ 
their obligations to the great Theodofius, they R , xx ,** ( 
were too foon convinced, how painfully the fpirit the Goths, 
and abilities of their deceafed emperor had fup- A D - 39*. 
ported the ^rail and mouldering edifice of the 
republic. He died in the month of January; and 
before the end of the winter of the fame year, 
the Gothic nation was in arms \ The Barbarian 
auxiliaries erected their independent ftandard ; and 
boldly avowed the hoftile defigns , which they 
had long cherished in their ferocious minds. Pheir 
countrymen, who had been condemned, b'jf the 
conditions of the laft treaty, to a life of tranquillity 
and labour, deferted their farms at the firft found 
of the trumpet ; and eagerly refumed the weapons 
which they had reluctantly laid down. The bar- 
riers of the Danube were thrown open ; the favage 
warriours of Scythia ilftAl from their forefts; and 
the uncommon feverity of the winter allowed the 
poet to remark, " that they rolled their ponderous 
5) waggons over the broad and icy back of the 
„ indignant river \ " The unhappy natives of 
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chap, the provinces to the South of the Danube, fub- 
xxx. mkted to the calamities , which , in the courfe 
of twenty years, were almoft grown familiar to 
their imagination ; and the various troops of 
Barbarians, who gloried in the Gothic name, 
were irregularly fpread from the woody shores of 
Dalmatia, to the walls of Conftantinople The 
interruption , or at leaft the diminution , of the 
fubfidy, which the Goths had received from the 
prudent liberality of Theodofius, was the fpecious 
pretence of their revolt: the affront was embit- 
tered by their contempt for the un warlike fons of 
Theodofius ; and their refentment was inflamed 
by the weaknefs , or treachery , of the minifter 
of Arcadius. The frequent vifits of Rufinus to the 
camp of the Barbarians, whofe arms and apparel 
he affected to imitate , were confidered as a fuffi- 
cient evidence of his guilty correfpondence: and 
the public enemy, from a motive either of grati- 
tude or of policy , was attentive , amidft the 
genetol devaluation, to fpare the private eflates of 
the unpopular prxfect. The Goths, in (lead of being 
impelled by the blind and headftrong paftions of 
their chiefs, were now directed by the bold and 
artful genius of Alaric. That renowned leader was 
defcended from the noble race of the Balti *; 
which yielded only to the royal dignity of the 
Amali : he had folicite# "the command of the 
Roman armies ; and the Imperial court provoked 
him to demonflrate the folly of their refufal, and 
the importance of their lofs. Whatever hopes might 
be entertained of the conqueft of Conftantinople, 
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the judicious general foon abandoned an impracti- chap. 
cable enterprife. In the mid ft of- a divided court, xxx. 
and a difcontented people, the emperor Arcadius 
was terrified by the afpect of the Gothic arms: 
but the want of wifdom and valour was fupplied 
by the ftrength of the city ; and the fortifications, 
both of the fea and land, might fecurely brave 
the impotent and random darts of the Barbarians. 
Alaric difdained to trample any longer on the 
proftrate and ruined countries of Thrace and Da- 
cia , and he refolved to feek a plentiful harveft of 
fame and riches in a province which had hitherto 
cfcaped the ravages of war f . 

The character of the civil and military officers, AlarJe 
on whom Rufinus had devolved the government ™" chM 
of Greece, confirmed the public fufpicion , that Greece, 
he had betrayed the ancient feat of freedom and A> D * 395, 
learning to the Gothic invader. The proconful 
Antiochus was the unworthy fon of a refpectable 
father; and Gerontius, who commanded the pro- 
vincial troops, was much better qualified to execute 
the oppreflive orders of a tyrant, than to defend, 
with courage and ability, a country rood remark- 
ably fortified by the hand of nature. Alaric had 
.'traverfed, without refiftance , the plains of Mace- 
donia and Theflaly, as far as the foot of Mount 
Oeta, a deep and woody range of hills, almoft 
impervious to his cavahy. They ftretched from 
Eaft to Weft, to the edge of the feashore; and 
left, between the precipice and the Malian Gulf, 
an interval of three hundred feet, which , in foroe 
places, was contracted to a road capable of admitting 
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only a (ingle carriage In this narrow pafs of 
Thermopylae , where Leonidas and the three 
hundred Spartans had gloriously devoted their 
lives , the Goths might have been (lopped , or 
deftroyed , by a skilful general ; and perhaps the 
view of that (acred fpot might have kindled fome 
fparks of military ardour in the breads of the 
degenerate Greek?. The troops which had been 
poffed to defend the ftreights of Thermopylae, 
retired, as they were directed, without attempting 
to difturb the fecure and rapid paflage of Alaric 7 ; 
and the fertile fields of Phocis, and Beeotia, were 
inftantly covered by a deluge of Barbarians; who 
maftacred the males of an age to bear. arms, and 
drove away the beautiful females, with the fpoil, 
and cattle, of the flaming villages. The travellers, 
who vifited Greece feveral years afterwards , 
could eafily difcover the deep and bloody traces 
of the march of the Goths ; and Thebes was lefs 
indebted for her prefervation to the (Irength of 
her feven gates, than to the eager hade of Alaric, 
who advanced to occupy the city of Athens, and 
the important harbour of the Pineus. The fame 
impatience^ urged him to prevent the delay and 
danger of a fiege, by the offer of a capitulation ; 
and as foon as the Athenians heard the voice 
of the Gothic herald, they were eafily perfuaded 
to deliver the greateft part of their wealth t as 
the ranfom of the city of Minerva, and its 
inhabitants. The treaty was ratified by folemn 
oaths, and obferved with mutual fidelity. The 
Gothic prince, with a fmall atfd felect train, was 
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admitted within the walls ; he indulged himfelf chap. 
in the refreshment of the bath, accepted a fplendid xxx * 
banquet which was provided by the magiflrate, 
and affected to shew that he was not ignorant of 
the manners of civilifed nations But the whole 
territory of Attica, from the promontory of 
Sunium to the town of Megara , was blafted by 
his baleful prefence ; and , if we may ufe the 
comparifon of a contemporary philofopher, Athens 
itfelf refembled the bleeding and empty skin of a 
slaughtered victim. The diftance between Megara 
and Corinth could not much exceed thirty miles j 
but the bad road, an expreflive name, which it 
ftill bears among the Greeks , was , or might 
eafily have been made , impaflable for the march 
of an enemy. The thick and gloomy "woods of ( 
Mount Cithxron covered the inland country ; the 
Scironian rocks approached the water's edge, 
and hung over the narrow and . winding path , 
which was confined above fix miles along the 
feashore The paflage of thofe rocks , fo 
infamous in every age, was terminated by the 
ifthmus of Corinth; and a fmali body of firm 
and intrepid foldiers might have fuccefsfully 
defended a temporary intrench men t of five or fix . 
miles from the Ionian to the iEgean fea. The 
confidence of the cities of Peloponnefus , in their 
natural rampart, had tempted them to neglect the 
care of their antique walls; and the avarice of 
the Roman governors had exhaufted and betrayed 
the unhappy province io . Corinth, Argos, Sparta, 
yielded without refiftance to the arms of the 
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chap. Goths; and the mod fortunate of the inhabitants 
xxx. were faved, by death, from beholding the slavery 
of their families , and the conflagration of their 
cities ir . The vafes and ftatues were diftributed 
among the Barbarians , with more regard to the 
value of the materials, than to the elegance of 
the workmanship ; the female captives fubmitted 
to the laws of war; the enjoyment of beauty 
was the reward of valour; and the Greeks could 
not reasonably complain of an abufe, which was 
juftified by the example of the heroic times *\ 
The defcendants of that extraordinary people , 
who had confidered valour and difcipline as the 
walls of Sparta , no longer remembered the gene- 
rous reply of their anceftors to an invader more 
formidable than Alaric. " If thou art a god, 
',5 thou wilt not hurt' thofe who have never 
» injured thee; if thou art a man, advance: — 
„ and thou wilt find men equal to thyfelf IJ . 
From Thermopylae to Sparta, the leader of the 
Goths purfued his victorious march without 
encountering any mortal antagonifls: but one of 
the advocates of expiring Paganifm has confidently 
afletted, that the walls of Athens were guarded 
by the goddefs Minerva , with her formidable 
jfcgis , and by the angry phantom of Achilles 14 ; 
and that the conqueror was difmayed by the 
prefence of the hoftile deities of Greece. In an 
age of miracles , it would perhaps be unjuft to 
difpute the claim of the hiflorian Zofimus to the 
\ common benefit; yet it cannot be diflembled, that 

the mind of Alaric was ill prepared to receive, 
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cither in sleeping or waking vifions, the impref- chap* 
fions of Greek fuperftition. The fongs of Homer, xxx. 
and the fame of Achilles, had probably never 
reached the ear of the illiterate Barbarians and the 
Chriflian faith, which he had devoutly embraced, 
taught him to defpife the imaginary deities of 
Rome and Athens. The invafion of the Goths, 
inftead of vindicating the honour, contributed, 
at leaft accidentally, to extirpate the laft remains 
of Paganifm; and the myfteries of Ceres, which 
had fubfifted eighteen hundred years, did not 
furvive the deftruction of Eleufis, and the calami- 
ties of Greece 11 . 

The laft hope of a people who could no longer He is «t- 
depend on their arms, their gods, or their fovereign, 5*^0^ 
was placed in the powerful afliflance of the general A.D.397. 
of the Weft; and Stilicho, who had not been 
permitted to repulfe , advanced to chaftife , the 
invaders of Greece *\ A numerous fleet was 
equipped in the ports of Italy ; and the troops , 
after a short and profperous navigation over the 
Ionian fea , were fafcly* difembarked on the ifth- 
mus , near the ruins of Corinth. The woody and 
mountainous country of Arcadia, the fabulous refi- 
dencc of Pan and the Dryads , became the fcene 
of a long and doubtful conflict between two 
generals riot unworthy of each other. The skill 
and perfeverance of the Roman at length prevailed: 
and the Goths, after fuftaining a confiderable lofs 
from difeafe and defcrtion, gradually retreated to 
the lofty mountain of Pholoe, near the fources of 
the Peneus, and on the frontiers of Elis; a facred 
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chap; country, which had formerly been exempted from 
xxx. ca | am ities of war 17 . The camp of the Barba- 

rians was immediately befieged : the waters of the 
river ** were diverted into another channel; and 
while they laboured under the intolerable preflure 
of third and hunger, a ftrong line of circumvalla- 
tion was formed to prevent their efcape. After 
thefe precautions, Stilicho, too confident of vic- 
tory, retired to enjoy his triumph, in the theatrical 
games, and lafcivious dances , of the Greeks ; his 
foldiers, deferting their ftandards, fpread them- 
felves over the county of their allies, which they 
ftripped of all that had been faved from the rapa- 
cious hands of the enemy. Aiaric appears to have 
feized the favourable moment to execute one of 
thofe hardy enterprises, in which the abilities of 
a general arc difplayed with more genuine luftre, 
than in the tumult of a day of battle. To extricate 
himfelf from the prifon of Peloponnefus , it was 
neceffary that he should pierce the intrenchments 
which furrounded his camp; that he should per- 
form a difficult and dangerous march of thirty 
miles, as far as the Gulf of Corinth; and that he 
should tranfport his troops, his captives, and his 
fpoil, over an arm of the fea, which, in the narrow 
interval between Rhium and the oppofite shore, 
efcapes to is at leaft half a mile in breadth 19 . The operations 
Epirus. Q f Aiaric muft have been fecret, prudent, and 
rapid; fince the- Roman general was confounded 
by the intelligence , that the Goths , who had 
eluded his efforts , were in full pofleffion of the 
important province of Epirus. This unfortunate 
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delay allowed Alaric fufficient time to conclude chap, 
the treaty, which he fecretly negociated, with the xxx » 
minifters of Conftantinople. The apprehenfion of 
a civil war compelled Stilicho to retire, at the 
haughty mandate of his rivals, from the dominions 
of Arcadius; and he refpected, in the enemy of 
Rome , the honourable character of the ally and 
fervant of the emperor of the Eaft. 

A Grecian philofopher ao , who vifited 'Con- Marie is 
ftantinople foon after the death of Theodofius, 
published his liberal opinions concerning the duties neraiofthe 
of kings, and the ftate of the Roman republic. EaftcrnI »y 

0 * ricum, 

Synefius ob.fervcs , and deplores the fatal abufe, a.d. 393, 
which the imprudent bounty of the late emperor 
had introduced into the military fervice. The citi- 
zens, and fubjects, had purchafed an exemption 
from the indifpen fable duty of defending their 
country; which was fupported by the arms of 
Barbarian mercenaries. The fugitives of Scythia 
were permitted to difgrace the illuftrious dignities 
of the empire; their ferocious youth, who dif- 
dained the falutary reftraint of laws, were more 
anxious to acquire the riches , than to imitate the 
arts, of a people, the object of their contempt 
and hatred; and the power of the Goths was the 
ftone of Tantalus, perpetually fufpended over the 
peace and fafety of the devoted ftatc. The meafures, 
which Synefius recommends, are the dictates of a 
bold and generous patriot. He exhorts the em- 
peror to revive the courage of his fubjects, by the 
example of manly virtue ; to banish luxury from 
the court, and from the camp; to fubftitute, in 
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chap, the place of the Barbarian mercenaries, an army 
xxx. c f men? interefted in the defence of their laws and 
of their property; to force, in fuch a moment of 
public danger , the mechanic from his shop , and 
the philofopher from his fchool ; to roufe the 
indolent citizen from his dream of pleafure , and 

• to arm , for the protection of agriculture , the 
hands of the laborious husbandman. At the head 
of fuch troops, who might deferve the name, and 
would difplay the fpirit, of Romans, he animates 
the fon of Theodofius to encounter a race of 
Barbarians, who were deftitute of any real cou- 
rage; and never to lay down his arms, till he 
had chaced them far away into the folitudes of 
Scythia ; or had reduced them to the ftate of ig- 
nominious fervitude, which the Lacedaemonians 

' formerly impofed on the captive Helots The 
court of Arcadius indulged the zeal, applauded 
the eloquence, and neglected the advice, of Syne- 
fius. Perhaps the philofopher, who addrefles the 
emperor of the Eaft, in the language of reafon 
and virtue, which he might have ufed to a Spartan 
king , had not condefcended to form a practicable 
fcheme, confiftent with the temper, and circum- 
ftances, of a degenerate age. Perhaps the pride of 
the minifters, whofe bufinefs was feldom inter- 

• rupted by reflection, might reject, as wild and 
vifionary , every propofal , which exceeded the 
meafure of their capacity, and deviated from the 
forms and precedents of office. While the oration 
of Synefius, and the downfal of the Barbarians, 
were the topics of popular converfation , an edict 
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was published at Conftantinople , -which declared chap. 
the promotion of Alaric to the rank of m after- 
general of the Eaftern Illyricum. The Roman pro- 
vincials, and the allies, who had refpectcd the faith 
of treaties, were juftly indignant, that the ruin of 
Greece and Epirus should be fo liberally rewarded. 
The Gothic conqueror was received as a lawful 
magiftrate, in the cities which he had fo lately 
bcfieged. The fathers, whofe fons he had maflacred, 
the husbands, whofe wives he had violated, were 
fubject to his authority : and the fuccefs of his 
rebellion encouraged the#mbition of every leader 
of the foreign mercenaries The ufe to which Alaric 
applied his new command, diftinguishes the firm 
and judicious character of his policy. He ifTued his 
orders to the four magazines and manufactures of 
* offenfive and defenfive arms, Margus, Ratiaria , 
NaifTus , and Theflalonica, to provide his troops 
with an extraordinary fupply of shields , helmets , 
fwords, and fpears; the unhappy provincials were 
compelled to forge the inflruments of their own 
deftruction ; and the Barbarians removed the only 
defect which had fometimes difappointed the 
efforts of their courage The birth of Alaric, 
the glory of his pad exploits , and the confidence 
in his future defigns, infenfibly united the body 
of the nation under his victorious ftandard ; and, 
with the unanimous confent of the Barbarian chief- 
tains, the mafter-general of Illyricum was elevated, 
according to ancient cuftom , on a shield, and 
folemnly proclaimed king of the Vifigoths **. an- v il J. K ° 
Armed with this double power, feated on the g 0ths . ' 
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CHAP. 
XXX. 



He invades 
Italy , 

A. D. 
40O« — 403- 



verge of the two empires, he alternately fold his 
deceitful promifes to the courts of Arcadius and 
HonoriSs **; till he declared and executed his re- 
folution of invading the dominions of the Weft. 
The provinces of Europe which belonged to the 
Eaftern emperor , were already exhaufted ; thofe 
of Afia were inaccelfible ; and the ftVength of 
Conftantinople had refitted his attack. But he 
was tempted by the fame, the beauty, the* wealth 
of Italy, which he had twice vifited; and he fe- 
cretly afpired to plant the Gothic ftandard on the 
walls of Rome, and tdfccnrich his army with the 
accumulated fpoils of triflce hundred triumphs aJ . 

The fcarcity of facts " , and the uncertainty of 
dates 27 , oppofe our attempts to defcribe the cir- 
cumftances of the firft invafion of Italy by the 
arms of Alaric. His march , perhaps from Thef« 
falonica , through the warlike and hoftile countiy 
of Pannonia , as far as the foot of the Julian 
Alps; his paflage of thofe mountains , which 
were ftrongly guarded by troops and intrench- 
ments ; the liege of Aquileia , and the conqueft 
of the provinces of lftria and Venetia , appear to 
have employed a confiderable time. Unlefs his 
operations were extremely cautious and slow , the 
length of the interval would fuggefl a probable 
fufpicion , that the Gothic king retreated towards 
the banks of the Danube ; and reinforced his 
army with fresh fwarms of Barbarians , before he 
again attempted to penetrate into the heart of 
Italy. Since the public and important events 
efcape the diligence of the hiftorian , he may 
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araafe himfelf with contemplating, for a moment, chap. 
the influence of the arms of Alaric on the fortunes xxx * 
of two obfcure individuals , a presbyter of Aquileia, 
and an husbandman of Verona. The learned Ru- 
finus, who was fummoned by his enemies to ap- 
pear before a Roman fynod **, wifely preferred 
the dangers of a befieged city; and the Barba- 
rians , who furiously shook the walls of Aquileia, 
might fave him from the cruel fentence of another 
heretic , who , at the requeft of the fame bishops, 
was feverely whipped, and condemned to per- 
petual exile on a defert island *\ The old man 
who had patted his fimple and innocent life in the 
neighbourhood of Verona , was a flranger to the 
quarrels both of kings and bishops ; his pleafures, 
his defires , his knowledge , were confined within 
the little circle of his paternal farm; and a ftaff 
fupported his aged fteps , on the fame ground 
where he had fported in his infancy. Yet even 
this humble and ruftic felicity (which Glaudian 
defcribes with fo much truth and feeling) was 
ftiU expofed to the undiftinguishing rage of war. 
His trees , his old contemporary trees 11 , maud blaze 
in the conflagration of the whole country ; a de- 
tachment of Gothic cavalry might fweep away his 
cottage and his family; and the power of Alaric 
could deftroy this happinefs, which he was not 
able either to tafte, or to bellow. <c Fame, " 
fays the poet, a encircling with terror her gloomy 
53 wings, proclaimed the march of the Barbarian 
„ army , and filled Italy with confirmation : " 
the apprehenfions of e^ach individual were increafed 
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in jufl proportion to the meafure of his fortune : 
and the moft timid , who had already embarked 
their valuable effects , meditated their efcape to 
the island of Sicily, or the African coaft. The 
public diftrefs was aggravated by the fears and re- 
proaches of fuperftition *\ Every hour produced 
fome horrid tale of ftrange and portentous acci- 
dents , the Pagans deplored the neglect of omens, 
and the interruption of facrifices ; but the Chrif- 
tians ftill derived fome comfort from the powerful 
interceffion of the faints and martyrs n . 

The emperor Honorius was diftinguished , above 
his fubjects , by the pre-eminence of fear, as well 
as of rank. The pride and luxury in which he 
was educated, had not allowed him to fufpect, 
that there exifted on the earth any power pre- 
fumptuous enough to invade the repofe of the 
fuccelfor of Augulius. The arts of flattery con- 
cealed the impending danger , till Alaric ap- 
proached the palace of Milan. But when the 
found of war had awakened the young emperor, 
inftead of flying to arms with the fpirit , or even 
the rashntfs , of his age, he eagerly liftened "to 
thofe timid counfellors , who propofed to convey 
his facred perfon , and his faithful attendants , to 
fome fecure and diftant flation in the provinces 
of Gaul. Stilicho alone ,4 had courage and au- 
thority to refifl: this difgraceful meafure , which 
would have abandoned Rome and Italy to the 
Barbarians; but as the troops of the palace had 
been lately detached to the Rhxtian frontier, 
and as the fource of new levies was slow and 

pre carious, 
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precarious , the general of the Weft could only pro* chap; 
mife, that, if the court of Milan would maintain 
their ground during his abfence , he would foon 
return with an army equal to the encounter of the 
Gothic king. Without iofing a moment (while 
each moment was fo important to the public 
fafety) Stilicho haftily embarked on the Larian 
lake, afcended the mountains of ice and fnow , 
amidft the feverity of an Alpine winter, and fud- 
denly reprefled , by his unexpected prefence , the 
enemy, who had difturbed the tranquillity of 
Rhaetia M . The Barbarians, perhaps fome, tribes 
of the Alemanni , refpected the firmnefs of a chief, 
who ftili affumed the language of command ; 
and the choice which he condefcended to make , 
of a felect number of their braveft youth, was con- 
fidered as a mark of his efteem and favour. The 
cohorts , who were delivered from the neighbour- 
ing foe, diligently repaired to the Imperial ftand- 
ard ; and Stilicho ifiued his orders to the mod 
remote troops of the Weft, to advance, by rapid 
marches , to the defence of Honorius and of Italy, 
The fortrefles of the Rhine were abandoned; and 
the fafety of Gaul was protected only by the faith 
of the Germans , and the ancient terror of the 
Roman name. Even the legion , which had been 
ftationed to guard the wall of Britain againft the 
Caledonians of the North, was haftily recalled " j 
and a numerous bpdy of the cavalry of the Alani 
was perfuaded to engage in the fervice of the 
emperor, who anxiously expected the return of 
his general. The prudence and vigour of Stilicho 
Vol. V. L 
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chap, were confpicuous on this occafion , which revealed, 
xxx - at the fame time, the weaknefs of the falling 
empire. The legions of Rome , which had long 
fince languished in the gradual decay of difcipline 
and courage , were exterminated by the Gothic 
and civil wars; and it was found impoffible, 
without exhaufting and expofing the provinces, 
to aflemble an army for the defence of Italy, 
tteijpar- When Stilicho feemed to abandon his fove- 

III td 311(1 

befiegedby ^g 11 m ^ e unguarded palace of Milan , he had 
the Goths, probably calculated the term of his abfence, 
the dtffonce of the enemy , and the obflacles that 
might retard their march. He principally de- 
pended on the rivers of Italy , the Adige , the 
Mincius , the Oglio , and the Addua ; which , in 
the winter or fpring , by the fall of rains , or by 
the melting of the fnows , are commonly fwelled 
into broad and impetuous torrents But the 
feafon happening to be remarkably dry ; and the 
Goths could traverfe , without impediment , the 
wide and ftony beds, whofe centre was faintly 
marked* by the courfe of a shallow ftream. The 
bridge and pSflage of the Addua were fecured by 
a flrong detachment of the Gothic army ; and as 
Alaric approached the walls , or rather the fub- 
urbs , of Milan , he enjoyed the proud fatis- 
faction of feeing the emperor of the Romans fly 
before him. Honorius , accompanied by a feeble 
train of ftatefmen and eunuchs + haftily retreated 
towards the Alps , with a defign of fecuring his 
perfon in the city of Aries , which had often been 
the royal refidence of his predeceffors. But Ho- 
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norius " had fcarcely paffed the Po, before he chap. 
was overtaken by the fpeed of the Gothic ca- xxx * 
valry 19 ; fince the urgency of the danger com- 
pelled him to feek a temporary shelter within the 
fortification of Afta , a town of Liguria or Pie- 
mont , fituate on the banks of the Tanarus 4 *. 
The fiege of' an obfeure place , which contained 
fo rich a prize , and feemed incapable of a long 
refiftance, was inftantly formed, and indefatigably 
prefled , by the king of the Goths ; and the bold 
declaration , which the emperor might afterwards 
make , that his bread had never been fufceptible 
of fear, did not probably obtain much credit , even 
in his own court 4I . In the laft, and aim oft hope? 
lefs extremity, after die Barbarians had already 
propofed the indignity of a capitulation, the Im- 
perial captive was fuddenly relieved by the fame, 
the approach , and at length the prefence of the 
hero, whom he had fo long expected. At the 
head of a chofen and intrepid vanguard, Stilicho 
fwam the ftream of the Addua , to gain the time 
which he muft have loft in the attack of the 
bridge ; the paflage of the Po was an enterprife 
of much lefs hazard and difficulty ; and the fuc- 
cefsful action , in which he cut his way through 
the Gothic camp under the walls of Afta , re- 
vived the hopes, and vindicated the honour, of 
Rome. Inftead of grafping the fruit of his vic- 
tory , the Barbarian was gradually inverted , on 
every fide , by the troops of the Weft , who fuc- 
ceffively hTued through all the pafles of the Alps; 
his quarters were ftraightened ; his convoys were 
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chap, intercepted; and the vigilance of the Romans 
xxx. prepared to form a chain of fortifications , and to 
befiege the lines of the befiegers. A military 
council was aflembled of the long-haired chiefs 
of the Gothic nation ; of aged warriours , whofe 
bodies were wrapped in furs ; and whofe ftern 
countenances were marked with honourable 
wounds. They Weighed the glory of perfifting 
in their attempt againft the advantage of fecuring 
their plunder ; and they recommended the pru- 
dent meafure of a feafonable retreat. In this im- 
portant debate , Alaric difplayed the fpirit of the 
conqueror of Rome ; and after he had reminded 
his countrymen of their atchievements and of their 
defigns, he concluded his animating fpeech , by 
the folemn and pofitive afTurance , that he was 
refolved to find in Italy , either a kingdom , or a 
grave *\ 

J*]* The loofe difcipline of the Barbarians always 
a.d. 403/ expofed them to the danger of a furprife; but, 
March J9, inftead of chufmg the difTolute hours of riot and 
intemperance , Stilicho refolved to attack the 
ChriJIian Goths whilft they were devoutly em- 
ployed in celebrating the feftival of Eafter 
The execution of the ftratagem , or , as it was 
termed by the clergy , of the facrilege , was en- 
trufted to Saul , a Barbarian and a Pagan , who 
had ferved, however, with diftinguished reputa- 
tion among the veteran generals of Theodofius. 
The camp of the Goths , which Alaric had pitched 
in the neighbourhood of Pollentia 44 , was thrown 
into confufion by the fudden and impetuous 
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charge of the Imperial cavalry; but, in a few chap* 
moments, the undaunted genius of their leader xxx ' 
gave them an order , and a field , of battle ; and, 
as foon as they had recovered from their aftonislu 
ment, the pious confidence, that the God of the 
Chriftians would aflert their caufe , added new 
ftrength to their native valour. In this engage-^ 
ment , which was long maintained with equal 
courage and fuccefs , the chief of the Alani ,whofc 
diminutive and favage form concealed a magna- 
nimous foul, approved his fufpected loyalty, by 
the zeal with which he fought, and fell, in the 
fervice of^the republic ; and the fame of this gal- 
lant Barbarian has been imperfectly prefer.ved iti 
the verfes of Claudian, fince the poet, who cele- 
brates his virtue, has omitted the mention o£ 4 
his name. His death was followed by the flight 
and difmay of the fquadrons which he command- 
ed ; and the defeat of the wing of cavalry might 
have decided the victory of Alaric, if Stilicho had 
not immediately led the Roman and Barbarian 
infantry to the attack. The skill of the general, 
and the bravery of the foldiers , furmounted every 
obftacle. In the evening of the bloody day, the 
Goths retreated from the field of battle ; the in- 
trenchments of their camp were forced , and the 
- fcene of rapine and slaughter made fome atone^ 
ment for the calamities which they had inflicted 
on the fubjects of the empire *\ The magnificent 
fpoils of Corinth and Argos enriched the veterans 
of the Weft; the captive wife of Alaric, who had 
impatiently claimed his promife of Roman jewels 
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chap, and Patrician handmaids ° , was reduced to im- 
xxx* plore the mercy of the infulting foe; and many 
thoufand {frifoners , releafed from the Gothic 
chains , difperfed through the provinces of Italy 
the praifes of their heroic deliverer. The triumph 
of Stilicho 4r was compared by the poet, and per- 
haps by the public , to that of Marius ; who , in 
the fame part of Italy, had encountered and de- 
ftroyed another army of northern Barbarians. 
The huge bones , and the empty helmets , of the 
Cimbri and of the Goths , would eafily be con- 
founded by fucceeding generations ; and pofterity 
might erect a common trophy to the memory of 
the two moft illuftrious generals , who had van- 
quished , on the fame memorable ground , the 
. two moft formidable enemies of Rome 4 *. 
Boidner* The eloquence of Claudian ** has celebrated, 
of Aiari" 3 * with lavish applaufe , the victory of Follentia, one 
of the moft glorious days in the life of his patron; 
but his reluctant and partial mufe beftows more 
genuine praife on the character of the Gothic 
king. His name is indeed branded with the re- 
proachful epithets of pirate and robber , to which 
the conquerors of every age are fo juftly entitled; 
but the poet of Stilicho is compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that Alarie pofTefled the invincible temper 
of mind , which rifes fuperior to every misfortune , 
and derives new refourccs from, adverfity. After 
the total defeat of his infantry , he efcaped, or ra- 
ther withdrew, from the field of battle, with the 
greateft part of his cavalry entire and unbroken. 
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Without wafting a moment to lament the irre- c , 
parable lofs of fo many brave companions , he left 
his victorious enemy to bind in chains the captive 
images of a Gothic king l# ; and boldly refolved 
to break through the unguarded pafles of the 
Apennine, to fpread defolation over the fruitful 
face of Tufcany , and to conquer or die before the 
gates of Rome. The capital was faved by the 
active and inceftant diligence of Stilicho ; but he 
refpected the defpair of his enemy; and, inftead 
of committing the fate of the republic to the 
chance of another battle , he propofed to purchafe 
the abfence of the Barbarians. The fpirit of 
Alaric would have rejected fuch terms, the per- 
miflion of a retreat , and the offer of a penfion , 
with contempt and indignation ; but he exercifed 
a limited and precarious authority over the inde- 
pendent chieftains, who had raffed him, for their 
fervice , above the rank of his. equals ; they were 
ftill lefs difpofed to follow an unfuccefsful gene- 
ral, and many of them were tempted to confult 
their intereft by a private negociation with the 
minifter of Honorius. The king fubmitted to 
the voice of his people , ratified the treaty with 
the empire of the Weft , and repafled the Po , 
with the remains of the flourishing army which 
he had led into Italy. A confiderable part of the 
Roman forces ftill continued to attend his mo- 
tions; and Stilicho, who maintained a fccrct cor- 
refpondence with fome of the Barbarian chiefs , 
was punctually apprifed of the defigns that were 
formed in the camp and council of Alaric. The 
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CHAP, king of the Goths , ambitious to fignalize his 
XXXf retreat by forae fplendid atchievement , had re- 
folved to occupy the important city of Verona, 
which commands the principal paffage of the 
Rhaetian AJps; and, directing his march through 
the territories of thofe German tribes, whofe al- 
liance would reftore his exhaufted ftrertgth , to in- 
vade , on the fide of the Rhine , the wealthy and 
unfufpecting provinces of Gaul. Ignorant of the 
treafon , which had already betrayed his bold and 
judicious enterprise , he advanced towards the 
paffes of the mountains , already poffefled by the 
Imperial troops ; where he was expofed , almoft 
at the fame inftant, to a general attack in the 
front, on his flanks, and in the rear. In this 
bloody action , at a fmall diftance from the walls 
of Verona , the lofs of the Goths was not lefs 
heavy than that which they had fuftained in the 
defeat of Pollentia; and their valiant king, who 
efcaped by the fwiftnefs of his horfe , muft either 
have been slain or made prifoner , if the hafty 
rashnefs of the Alani had not difappointed the 
, meafurcs of the Roman general. Alaric fecured 
the remains of his army on the adjacent rocks; 
and prepared himfelf , with undaunted refolution , 
to maintain a fiege againft the fuperior numbers 
of the enemy , who inverted him on all fides, 
But he could not oppofe the ^Jeftructive progrefs 
of hunger and difeafe ; nor was it poiTible for him 
to check the continual defertion of his impatient 
and capricious Barbarians. In this extremity he 
ftill found refources in his own courage , or in 
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the moderation of his adverfary; and the retreat chap. 
of the Gothic king was confidered as the deliver- xxx * 
ance of Italy 5I . Yet the people , and even the 
clergy, incapable of forming any rational judg- 
ment of the bufinefs of peace and war, prefumed 
to arraign the policy of Stilicho, who fo often 
vanquished , fo often furrounded , and fo often. 
difmhTed the implacable enemy of the republic. 
The firft moment of the public fafety is devoted 
to gratitude and joy; but the fecond is diligently 
occupied by envy and calumny *\ 

The citizens of Rome had been adonished by Thetri- 
the approach of Alaric; and the diligence with Honorius 
which they laboured to reftore the walls of the atRome. 
capital, confeffed their own fears, and the de- AD - 4 ° 4 - 
cline of the empire. After the retreat of the 
Barbarians, Honorius was directed to accept the 
dutiful invitation of the fen ate , and to celebrate, 
in the Imperial city, the aufpicious rera of the 
Gothic victory, and of his fixth confulship 
The fuburbs and the flreets , from the Milvian 
bridge to the Palatine mount, were filled by the 
Roman people, who, in the fpace of an hundred 
years , had only thrice been honoured with the 
prefence of their fovereigns. While their eyes 
were fixed on the chariot where Stilicho was de- 
servedly feated by the fide of his royal pupil, they 
applauded the pomp of a triumph, which was not 
ftained, like that of Conftantine, or of Theodo- 
fius, with civil blood. The proceflion pafled 
under a lofty arch , which had been purpofely 
erected : but in lefs than feven years, the Gothic 
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chap; conquerors of Rome might read, if they were 
able to read , the fuperb infcription of that mo- 
nument, which attefted the total defeat and de- 
ftruction of their nation J \ The emperor refided 
feveral months in the capital, and every part of 
his behaviour was regulated with care to conciliate 
the affection of the clergy, the fenate, and the 
people of Rome. The clergy was edified by his 
frequent vifits, and liberal gifts, to the shrines of 
the apoftles. The fenate, who, in the triumphal 
proceflion, had been excufed from the humiliat- 
ing ceremony of preceding on foot the Imperial 
chariot, was treated with the decent reverence 
which Stilicho always affected for that aflembly. 
The people was repeatedly gratified by the atten- 
tion and courte fy of Honorius in the public 
games, which were celebrated on that occafion 
with a magnificence not unworthy of the fpecta- 
tor. As foon as the appointed number of chariot- 
races was concluded, the decoration of the Circus 
was fuddenly changed; the hunting of wild beads 
afforded a various and fplendid entertainment; 
and the chace was fucceeded by a military dance, 
which feems, in the lively defcription of Claudian, 
to prefent the image of a modern tournament. 

In thefe games of Honorius, the inhuman com r 
bats of gladiators " polluted, for the laft time, 
the amphitheatre of Rome. The firft Chriftian 
emperor may claim the honour of the firft edict , 
which condemned the art and amufement of shed- 
ding human blood " ; but his benevolent law exr 
preffed the wishes of the prince, without reforming 
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an inveterate abufe, -which degraded a civil- chap. 
ifed nation below the condition of favage canni- xxx * 
bals. Several hundred, perhaps feveral thou- 
fand, victims were annually slaughtered in the 
great cities of the empire; and the month of 
December, more peculiarly devoted to the com- 
bats of gladiators, ftill exhibited, to the eyes of 
the Roman people, a grateful fpectacle of blood 
and cruelty. Amidft the general joy of the vic- 
tory of Pollentia, a Chriftian poet exhorted the 
emperor to extirpate, by his authority, the horrid 
cuftom which had fo long refilled the voice of hu- 
manity and religion The pathetic reprefenta- 
tions of Prudentius were lefs effectual than the 
generous boldnefs of -Telemachus, an Afiatic 
monk, whofe death was more ufeful to mankind 
than his life J \ The Romans were provoked by 
the interruption of their pleafures*; and the rash 
monk, who had defcended into the arena, to fe- 
parate the gladiators , was overwhelmed under a 
shower of ftones. But the madnefs of the people 
foon fub Tided ; they refpected the memory of Te- 
lemachus, who had deferved the honours of mar- 
tyrdom ; and they fubmitted , without a mur- 
mur, to the laws of Hgnorius, which abolished 
for ever the human facrifices of the amphitheatre. 
The citizens, who adhered to the manners of 
their anceftors , might perhaps infinuate , that 
the laft remains of a martial fpirit were preferved 
in this fchool of fortitude, which accuftomed the 
Romans to the fight of blood , and to the con- 
tempt of death: a vain and cruel prejudice, fo 
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nobly confuted by the valour of ancient Greece, 
and of modern Europe 59 ! 

The recent danger, to which the perfon of the 
emperor had been expofed in the defencelefs pa- 
lace of Milan, urged him to feek a retreat in 
fome inacceflible fortrefs of Italy, where he might 
fecurely remain, while the open country was co- 
vered by a deluge of Barbarians. On the coaft 
of the Hadriatic, about ten or twelve miles from 
the moft' fouthem of the feven mouths of the Po, 
the Theflalians had founded the ancient colony 
of Ravenna '°, which they afterwards refigned 
to the natives of Umbria. Auguftus, who had 
obferved the opportunity of the place, prepared, 
at the diftance of three miles from the old town , 
a capacious harbour, for the reception of two 
hundred and fifty ship? of war. This naval cfta- 
blishment, which included the arfenals and maga- 
zines, the barracks of the troops, and the houfes 
of the artificers, derived its origin and name from 
the permanent ftation of the Roman fleet; the 
intermediate fpace was foon filled with buildings 
and inhabitants , and the three extenfive and po- 
pulous quarters of Ravenna gradually contri- 
buted to form one of th* moft important cities of 
Italy. The principal canal of Auguftus poured 
a copious ftream of the waters of the Po through 
the midft of the city, to the entrance of the har- 
bour; the fame waters were introduced into the 
profound ditches that encompaffed the walls ; 
they were diftributed, by a thoufand fubordinate 
canals, into evety part of the city, which they 
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divided into a variety of fmall islands ; the com- 
munication was maintained only by the ufe of 
boats and bridges; and the houfes of Ravenna, 
whofe appearance may be compared to that of 
Venice , were raifed on the foundation of wooden 
piles. The adjacent country, to the diftance of 
many miles , was a deep and impafl^ble morafs ; 
and the artificial caufeway , which connected Ra- 
venna with the continent, might be eafily guard- 
ed, or deftroyed, on the approach of an hoftile 
army. Thefe morafles were interfperfed , how- 
ever, with vineyards ; and though the foil was 
exhaufted by four or five crops, the town enjoyed 
a more plentiful fupply of wine than of fresh 
water *\ The air, inftead of receiving the fickly, 
and almoft peflilential , exhalations of low and 
marshy grounds , was diftinguisbed , like the neigh- 
bourhood of Alexandria, as uncommonly pure 
and falubrious ; and this lingular advantage was 
afcribed to the regular tides of the Hadriatic, 
which fwept the canals , interrupted the unwhole- 
fome ftagnation of the waters, and floated, every 
day , the veflels of the adjacent country into the 
heart of Ravenna. The gradual retreat of the fea 
has left the modern city at the diftance of four 
miles from the Hadriatic ; and as early as the 
fiftfy or fixth century of the Chtiftian aera , the port 
of Auguftus was converted into pleafant orchards ; 
and a lonely grove of pines covered the ground 
where the Roman fleet once rode at anchor *\ 
Even this alteration contributed to encreafe the 
natural ftrength of the place; and the shaltewnefs 
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chap, of the water was a fufficient barrier againft the 
xxx * large ships of the enemy. This advantageous 
fituation was fortified by art and labour; and in 
the twentieth year of his age , the emperor of the 
Weft, anxious only for his perfonal fafety , retired 
to the perpetual confinement of the walls and 
morafTes of Ravenna. The example of Hono- 
rius was imitated by his feeble fucceflbrs , the 
Gothic kings, and afterwards the Exarchs , who 
occupied the throne and palace of the emperors ; 
and , till the middle of the eighth century , Ra- 
venna was confidered as the feat of government , 
and the capital of Italy f \ 

The revo- The fears of Honorius were not without foun- 

scytMa ° f Nation > nor were n * s precautions without effect. 

a.d. 400. While Italy rejoiced in her deliverance from the 
Goths , a furious tempeft was excited among the 
nations of Germany, who yielded to the irrefift- 
ible impulfe , that appears to have been gradually 
communicated from the eaftern extremity of the 
continent of Afia. The Chinefe annals , as they 
have been interpreted by the learned induftry of 
the prefcnt age, may be ufefully applied to re- 
veal the fecret and remote cailfes of the fall of the 
Roman empire. The extenfive territory to the 
north of the great wall , was pofTefled , after the 
flight of the Huns* by the victorious Sienpi ; 
who where fometimes broken into independent 
tribes, and fometimes re -united under a fupreme 
chief; till at length ftyling themfelves Topa, or 
0 mafters of the earth , they acquired a more folid 
confifWnce, and a more formidable power. The 
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Topa' foon compelled the paftoral nations of the chap. 
eaftern defert to acknowledge "the fuperiority of xxx * 
their arms ; they invaded China in a period of 
weaknefs and inteftine difcord; and thefe for- 
tunate Tartars, adopting the laws and manners 
of the vanquished people , founded an Imperial 
dynafty, which reigned near one hundred and 
fixty years over the northern provinces of the 
monarchy. Some generations before they af- 
cended the throne of China , one of the Topa 
princes had enlifted in his cavalry a slave of the 
name of Moko , reno\yned for his valour ; but 
who was tempted, by the fear of punishment, to 
defert his ftandard , and to range the defert at the 
head of an hundred followers. This gang of rob- 
bers and outlaws fwelled into a camp , a tribe , a 
numerous people , diftinguished by the appella- 
tion of Gtougtn ; and their hereditary chieftains , • 
the pofterity of Moko the slave , aflumed their 
rank among the Scythian monarchs. The youth 
of Toulun , the greateft of his defendants , was 
exercifed by thofe misfortunes which are the 
fchool of heroes. He bravely llruggled with ad- 
verfity, broke the imperious yoke of the Topa, 
and became the legislator of his* nation , and the 
conqueror of Tartary. Jfis troops were diftributed 
into regular bands of an hundred and of a thou- 
fand* men ; cowards were ftoned to death ; the 
mod fplendid honours were propofed as the re- 
ward of valour ; and Toulun , who had know- 
ledge enough to defpife the learning of China , 
adopted only fuch arts and inftitutions as were 
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chap, favourable to the military fpirit of his govern- 
xxx. men t. His tents which he removed in the win- 
ter feafon to a more fouthern latitude, were 
pitched, during thefummer, on the fruitful banks 
of the Selinga. His conquefts ftretched from 
Corea far beyond the river Irtish. He vanquish- 
ed , in the country to the North of the Cafpian fea , 
the nation of the Huns f and the new title of Khan, 
or Cagan, expreffed the fame and power which he 
derived from this memorable victory 
Emigra- The chain of events is interrupted , or rather 

norther?' * s concea ^ ec ^ > as lt pafles from the Volga to the 
Germans, Viftula , through the dark interval which fepa- 
l a.d. 405. rates the extreme limits of the Chinefe , and of the 
Roman , geography, Yet the temper of the Bar- 
barians , and the experience of fucceffive emigra- 
tions , fufficiently declare, that the Huns, who 
, were opprefled by the arms of the Geougen , foon 
withdrew from the prefence of an infulting victor. 
The countries towards the Euxine were already 
occupied by their kindred tribes ; and their hafty 
flight , whicli they foon converted into a bold at- 
tack , would more naturally be directed towards 
the rich and level plains , through which the 
Viftula gently flows into the Baltic fea. The 
North mud again have been alarmed , and agi- 
tated , by the invafion of* the Huns ; and the na- 
tions who retreated before them , muft -have 
preffed with incumbent weight on the confines df 
Germany *\ The inhabitants of thofe regions, 
which the ancients have afligned to the Suevi , the 
Vandals, and the Burgundians, might embrace 

the 
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the rcfolution of abandoning to the fugitives of chap. 
Sarmatia , their woods and moraffes ; or at lead xxx * 
of difcharging their fuperfluous numbers on the 
provinces of the Roman empire About four 
years after the victorious Toulun had aflumed the 
title of Khan of the Geougen, another Barbarian, 
the haughty Rhodogaft, or Radagaifus * 7 , march- 
ed from the northern extremities of Germany al- 
raoft to the gates of Rome , and left the remains 
of his army to atchieve the deftruction of the 
Weft. The Vandals , the Suevi , and the Bur- s 
gundians , formed the ftrength of this mighty 
hoft; but the Alani , who had found an ho- 
fpitable reception in their new feats , added their 
active cavalry to the heavy infantry of the Ger- 
mans; and the Gothic adventurers crowded fo 
eagerly to the ftandard of Radagaifus , that, by 
fome hiftorians, he has been ftyled the King of 
the Goths. Twelve thoufand warriours , diftin- 
guished above the vulgar by their noble birth , or 
# their valiant deeds , glittered in the van " ; and 
the whole multitude , which was not lefs than 
two hundred thoufand fighting men , might be 
increafed , by tile acceflion of women , of chil- 
dren, and of slaves, to the amount of four hun- 
dred thoufand perfons. This formidable emi- 
gration iffued from the fame coaft of the Baltic, 
which had poured forth the myriads of the Cim- 
bri and Teutones , to attault Rome and Italy in 
the vigour of the republic. After the departure 
ofthofe Barbarians, their native country, which 
was marked by the veftiges of their greatnefs, 
Vol. V. M 
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chap. long ramparts, and gigantic moles °, remained, 
xxx. d ur j n g fome ages , a vaft and dreary folitude i 
till the human fpecies was renewed by the powers 
of generation , and the vacancy was filled by the 
influx of new inhabitants. The nations who now 
ufurp an extent of land , which they are unable to 
cultivate , would foon be affifted by the induftrious 
poverty of their neighbours, if the government of 
Europe did not protect the claims of dominion 
and property. 

Radagai- The correfpondence of nations was , in that 
fu« invades a g e ^ f 0 imperfect and precarious , that the revo- 
i?D.*406. lutions of the North might efcape the knowledge 
of the court of Ravenna j till the dark cloud, 
which was collected along the coaft of the Baltic, 
burft in thunder upon the banks of the Upper 
Danube. The emferor of the Weft , if his mi- 
nifters difturbed his amufements by the news of 
the impending danger , was fatisfied with being 
the occafion , and the fpectator of the war 7 \ The 
fafety of Rome was entrufted to the counfels, and . 
the fword , of Stilicho ; but fuch was the feeble 
and exhaufted ftate of the empire , that it was ira- 
poflible to reftore the fortifications pf the Danube , 
or to prevent, by a vigorous effort, the invafion 
of the Germans 7t . The hopes of the vigilant 
minifter of Honorius were confined to the de- 
fence of Italy. He once more abandoned the 
provinces, recalled the troops, prefled the new 
levies, which were rigorously exacted, and pufil- 
lanimously eluded ; employed the moft efficacious 
means to arreft , or allure , the deferters ; and 
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offered the gift of freedom , and of two pieces of c h a p. 
gold , to all the slaves who would enlift 7 \ By xxx ' 
thefe efforts ht painfully collected , from the fub- 
jects of a great empire , an army of thirty or forty 
thoufand men , which , in the days of Scipio or 
Camillus , woild have been inftantly furnished by 
the free citizens of the territory of Rome 7 \ The 
thirty legions of Stilicho were reinforced by a 
large body of Barbarian auxiliaries; the faithful 
Alani were personally attached to his fervice ; 
and the troops of Huns and of Goths , who march- 
ed under the banners of their native princes, 
Huldin and Sarus , were animated by intereft and 
refentment to oppofe the ambition of Radagaifus. 
The king of the confederate Germans pafled , 
without refiftance, the Alps, .the Po, and the 
Apennine; leaving on one hand the inacceflible 
palace of Honorius, fecurely buried among the 
marshes of Ravenna ; and , on the other , the 
camp of Stilicho , who had fixed his head - quarters 
at Ticinum , or Pavia, but who feems to have 
avoided a decifive battle , till he had affembled 
his diftant forces. Many cities of Italy were 
pillaged , or deftroyed ; and the fiege of Flo- 
rence 74 , by Radagaifus , is one of the earlieft BefieRei 
events in- the hiftory of that celebrated republic; rlo " nc, # 
whofe firmnefs checked and delayed the unskilful 
fury of the Barbarians. The fenate and people 
trembled at their approach within an hundred and 
eighty miles of Rome ; and anxiously compared 
the danger which they had efcaped , with the 
new perils to which they were expoled. Alaric 

M 3 



Digitized by Google 



a8o THE DECLINE AND FALL 



cIiap. was a Chriftian and a foldier , the leader of a dif- 
* Xx * ciplined army; who underftood the laws of war, 
who refpected the fanctity of treaties , and who 
had familiarly converfed with the fubjects of the 
empire in the fame camps , and the fame churches. 
The favage Radagaifus was a ftranger to the man- 
ners, the religion, and even the language, of the 
civilifed nations of the South. The fiercenefs of 
his temper was exafperated by cruel fuperftition ; 
and it was univerfally believed , that he had bound 
and threat- himfelf, by a folcmn vow, to reduce the city in- 
en S Rome. to a nea p c f ftones and ashes, and to facrifice the 
mod illuftrious of the Roman fenators, on the 
altars of thofe gods , who were appeafed by hu- 
man blood. The public danger, which should 
have reconciled all domeftic animofities , difplay- 
ed the incurable madnefs of religious faction. 
The opprefled votaries of Jupiter and Mercury 
refpected, in the implacable enemy of Rome, the 
character of a devout Pagan ; loudly declared , 
that they were more apprehenfive of the facri- 
fices , than of the arms , of Radagaifus ; and fe- 
cretly rejoiced in the calamities of their country , 
which condemned the faith of their Chriftian 
adversaries 7 \ 

Defeat and Florence was reduced to the laft extremity ; 
deduction an( j t h e f a j nt i n g courage of the citizens was fup- 

of his army . ° ° . F 

by stiii- ported only by the authority of St. Ambrofe; 

a^i)' 06 XV ^° ^ ac * commun * catec * » ' n a dream, the promife 
' 4 °*' of a fpeedy deliverance 76 . On a fudden they be- 
held, from their walls, the banners of Stilicho , 
who advanced , with his united force , to the 
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relief of the faithful city; and who foon marked chap. • 
that fatal fpot for the grave of the Barbarian hoft. * xx * 
The apparent contradictions* of thofe writers who 
variously relate the defeat of Radagaifus , may be 
reconciled, without offering much violence to 
their refpective teftirnonies. Orofius and Au- 
guftin , who were intimately connected by friend- 
ship and religion , afcribe this miraculous victory 
to the providence of God , rather than to the va- 
lour of man 77 . They ftrictly exclude every idea 
of chance , or even of bloodshed ; and pofitively 
affirm, that the Romans, whofe camp was the 
fcene of plenty and idlencfs , enjoyed the diflrefs 
of the Barbarians, slowly expiring on the sharp 
and barren ridge of the hills of Fxfula; , which 
rife above the city of Florence. Their extrava- 
gant afTertion, that not a fingle foldier of the 
Chriftian army was killed , or even wounded , may 
be difmifTed with filent contempt; but the reft of 
the narrative of Auguftin and Orofius is confident 
with the ftate of the war, and the character of 
Stilicho. Confcious that he commanded the lafi 
army of the republic , his prudence would not ex- 
pofe it , in the open field , to the headftrong fury 
of the Germans. The method of furrounding the 
enemy with ftrong lines of circumvallation , which 
he had twice employed againft the Gothic king, 
was repeated on a larger fcale, and with more 
confiderable effect. The examples of Cxfar muft 
have been familiar to the mod illiterate of the 
Roman warriours ; and the fortifications of Dyrra- 
chium, which connected twenty -four caftles, by 
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chap, a perpetual ditch and rampart of fifteen miles * 
xxx, afforded the model of an intrenchment which 
might confine , and Jftarve , the moft numerous 
hoft of Barbarians 7 \ The Roman troops had 
lefs degenerated from the induftry , than from the 
valour , of their anceftors ; and if the fervile and 
laborious work offended the pride of the foldiers, 
Tufcany could fupply many thoufand peafants , 
who would labour , though , perhaps , they would 
not fight, for the falvation of their native coun- 
try. The imprifoned multitude of horfes and 
men 79 was gradually deftroyed by famine , rather 
than by the fword; but the Romans were ex- 

, pofed, during the progrefs of fuch an extenfive 

work, to the frequent attacks of an impatient 
enemy.* The defpatr of the hungry Barbarians 
would precipitate them againfr, the fortifications 
of Stilicho ; the general might fometimes indulge 
the ardour of his brave auxiliaries , who eagerly 
prefled to affault the camp of the Germans ; and 
thefe various incidents might produce the sharp 
and bloody conflicts which dignify the narrative 
of Zofimus, and the Chronicles of Profper and 
Marcel linus A feafonable fupply of men and 
provifions had been, introduced into the walls of 
Florence ; and the famished hod of Radagaifus 
was in its turn befieged. The proud monarch of 
fo many warlike nations , after the lofs of his 
braveft warriours , was reduced to confide either in 
the faith of a capitulation , or in the clemency of 
Stilicho *\ But the death of the royal captive, 
who was ignominiously beheaded difgraced the 
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triumph of Rome and of Chriftianity; and the cbaf. 
short delay of his execution was fufficient to xxx * 
brand the conqueror with the guilt of cool and 
deliberate cruelty *\ The famished Germans , 
■who efcaped the fury of the auxiliaries , were fold 
as slaves, at the contemptible price of as many 
fingle pieces of gold : but the difference of food 
and climate fwept away great numbers of thofe 
unhappy ftrangers ; and it was obfcrved , that the 
inhuman purchafers, inftead of reaping the fruits 
of their labour , were foon obliged to provide the 
expence of their interment. Stilicho informed 
the emperor and the fenate of his fuccefs; and * 
deferved , a fecond time , the glorious title of 
Deliverer of Italy 9S . 

The fame of the victory , and more efpecially The TCm 
of the miracle , has encouraged a vain perfuafion , mainder or 
that the whole army , or rather nation , of Ger- ," n- 
pans , who migrated from the shores of the Baltic , vadcGaui , 
miferably perished under the walls of Florence. D - 4o6 « 
Such indeed was the fate of Radagaifus himfelf, 
of his brave and faithful companions , and of 
raore than one - third of the various multitude of 
Sueves and Vandals , of Alani and Burgundians , 
who adhered to the flandard of their general 
The union of fuch an army might excite our fur- 
prife, but the caufes offeparation are obvious and 
forcible ; the pride of birth , the infolence of Va* 
lour , the jealoufy of command , the impatience of 
fubordination , and the obftinate conflict of opi- 
nions , of interefts , and of paflGons , among fa 
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many kings and warriours , who were untaught to 
yield , or to obey. After the defeat of Rada- 
gaifus , two parts of the German hoft , which rouft 
have exceeded the number of pne hundred thou- 
fand men , dill remained in arms , between the 
Apennine and the Alps, or between the Alps and 
the Danube. It is uncertain whether they at- 
tempted to revenge the death of their general; 
but their irregular fury was foon diverted by the 
prudence and flrmnefs of Stilicho, who oppofed 
their march , and facilitated their retreat ; who 
confidered the fafety of Rome and Italy as the 
great object of his care , and who facrificed , with 
too much indifference, the wealth and tranquil- 
lity of the diftant provinces *\ The Barbarians 
acquired , from the junction of fome Pannonian 
deferters, the knowledge of the country, and of 
the roads; and the invafion of Gaul , which Alaric 
had defigned , was executed by the remains of the 
great army of Radagaifus **. 

Yet if they expected to derive any afliftance 
from the tribes of Germany, who inhabited the 
banks of the Rhine , their hopes were difappoint- 
ed. The Alemanni preferved a ftate of inactive 
neutrality ; and the Franks diftinguished their 
zeal and courage in the defence of the empire. 
In the rapid progrefs down the Rhine , which was 
the flrft act of the adminiftration of Stilicho, he 
had applied himfelf, with peculiar attention, to 
fecure the alliance of the warlike Franks , and to 
remove the irreconcileable enemies of peace and 
of the republic. Marcomir, one of their kings, 
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was publicly convicted, before the tribunal of chap. 
the Roman magiftrate, of violating the faith of xxx " 
treaties. He was fentenced to a mild , but diftant, 
exile, in the province of Tufcany ; and this 
degradation of the regal dignity was fo far from 
exciting the rcfentment of his* fubjects, that they 
punished with death the turbulent Sunno, who 
attempted to revenge his brother; and maintained 
a dutiful allegiance to the princes , who were 
eftablished on the throne by the choice of Still- 
cho When the limits of Gaul and Germany 
were shaken by the northern emigration , the 
Franks bravely encountered the fingle force of the 
Vandals ; who , regardlefs of the leflbrts of adver- 
fity, had again feparated their troops from the 
ftandard of their Barbarian allies. They paid the 
penalty of their rashnefs ; and twenty thoufand 
Vandals, with their king Godigifclus, were slain 
in the field of battle. The whole people muft have 
been extirpated, if the fquadrons of the Alani, 
advancing to their relief, had not trampled down 
the infantry of the Franks; -who, after an honour- 
able refiftance , were compelled to relinquish the 
unequal conteft. The victorious confederates pur- 
fued their march, and on the laft day of the 
year, in a feafon when the waters of the Rhine 
$ ^were mod probably frozen, they entered, without 
oppofition , the defencelefs provinces of Gaul. 
This memorable paflage of the Suevi , the Van- 
dals, the Alani, and the Burgundians, who never 
afterwards retreated, may be confidered as the 
fail of the Roman empire in the countries beyond 
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chap, the Alps; and the barriers, which had fo long 
xxx * feparated the favage and the civilifed nations of 
the earth, were from that fatal moment levelled 
with the ground 
DefoiatioB While the peace of Germany was fecured by 

a 0*407 attac ^ ment °f tne Franks, and the neutrality of 
etc. ' the Alemanni, the fubjects of Rome, unconfcious 
of their approaching calamities , enjoyed the ftate 
of quiet and profperity, which had feldom blefled 
the frontiers of Gaul. Their flocks and herds were 
permitted to graze in the paftures of the Barba- 
rians ; their huntfmen penetrated, without fear or 
danger , into the darkeft recefTes of the Hercynian 
wood *\ The banks of the Rhine were crowned, 
like thofe of the Tyber, with elegant houfes, and 
well- cultivated farms; and if a poet defcended 
the river, he might exprefs his doubt, on which 
fide was fituated the territory of the Romans *\ 
This fcene of peace and plenty was fuddenly 
changed into a defert; and the profpect of the 
fmoking ruins could alone diftinguish the folitude 
of nature from the defblation of man. The flou- 
rishing city of Mentz was furprifed and deftroyed; 
and many thoufand Chriftians were inhumanly 
maflacred in the church. Worms perished after 
a long and obftinate fiege ; Strasburgh , Spires , 
Rheims , Tournay , Arras , Amiens , experienced # 
the cruel oppreflion of the German yoke; and the 
confuming flames of war fpread from the banks of 
the Rhine over the greateft part of the feventeen 
provinces of Gaul. That rich and extenfive coun- 
try, as far as the ocean, the Alps, and the 
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Pyrenees, was delivered to the Barbarians, who chap. 
drove before them , in a promifcuous crowd , xxx * 
the bishop , the fenator , and the virgin , laden 
with the fpoils of their houfes and altars *\ The 
ccclefiaftics , to whom we are indebted for this 
vague description of the public calamities, embrac- 
ed the opportunity of exhorting the Chriftians to 
repent of the fins which had provoked the Divine 
Juftice , and to renounce the perishable goods of 
a wretched and deceitful world. But as the Pela- 
gian controverfy ** , which attempts to found the 
abyfs of grace and predefti nation , foon became 
the ferious employment of the Latin clergy; the 
Providence which had decreed , or forefeen , or 
•permitted fuch a train of moral and natural evils, 
was rashly weighed in the imperfect and fallacious 
balance of reafon. The crimes, and the misfor- 
tunes, of the fufTering people, were prefumptuously 
compared with thofe of their anceftors ; and they 
arraigned the Divine Juftice , which did not 
exempt from the common deftruction the feeble, 
the guiltlefs , the infant portion of the human 
fpecies. Thefe idle difputants overlooked the in- 
variable laws of nature , which have connected 
peace with innocence, plenty with induftry, and 
fafety with valour. The timid and felfish policy 
of the court of Ravenna might recal the Palatine 
legions for the protection of Italy ; the remains 
of the ftationary troops might be unequal to the 
arduous task; and the Barbarian auxiliaries might 
prefer the unbounded licence of fpoil , to the 
benefits of a moderate and regular ftipend. But 
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chap, the provinces of Gaul were filled with a numer-» 
xxx. ous race G f hardy and robuft youth, who, in the 
defence of their houfes , their families , and their 
altars, if they had dared to die, would have de- 
ferved to vanquish. The knowledge of their native 
country would have enabled them to oppofe con- 
tinual and infuperable obftacles to the progrefs of 
an invader; and the deliciency of the Barbarians, 
in arms as well as in difcipline , removed the 
only pretence which excufes the fubmiftion of a 
populous country to the inferior numbers of a 
veteran army. When France was invaded by 
Charles the Fifth, he enquired of a prifoner, how 
many days Paris might be diftant from the fron- 
* tier ; " Perhaps twelve , but they will be days 
55 of battle " fuch was the gallant anfwer 
which checked the arrogance of that ambitious 
prince. The fubjects of Honorius, and thofe of 
Francis I. , were animated by a very different 
fpirit; and in lefs than two years, the divided 
troops of the favages of the Baltic, whofe numbers, 
were they fairly ftated , would appear contempti- 
ble, advanced, without a combat, to the foot of 
the Pyreniean mountains. 
Revolt of In the early part of the reign of Honorius, the 
ar*ny lnt Sh vigilance of Stilicho had fuccefsfully guarded the 
a. d. 407. remote island of Britain from her inceflant enemies 
of the ocean, the mountains, and the Irish coaft * f . 
But thofe reftlefs Barbarians could not neglect the 
fair opportunity of the Gothic war, when the 
walls and Rations of the province were ftripped 
of the Roman troops. If any of the legionaries 
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were permitted to return from the Italian expedi* chaf. 
tion, their faithful report of the court and character xxx * 
of Honorius muft have tended to diffolve the 
bonds of allegiance, and to exafperate the feditious 
temper of the British army. The fpirit of revolt, 
which had formerly disturbed the age of Gallie- 
nus , was revived by the capricious violence of 
the foldiers ; and the unfortunate , perhaps the 
ambitious, candidates, who were the objects of 
their choice, were the inftruments, and at length 
the victims, of their paffion Marcus was the 
firft whom they placed on the throne , as the 
lawful emperor of Britain, and of the Weft. They 
violated, by the hafty murder of Marcus, the oath 
of fidelity which they had impofed on themfelves; 
and their difapprobation of his manners may feem 
to infcribe an honourable epitaph on his tomb. 
Gratian was the next whom they adorned with 
the diadem and the purple; and, at the end of 
four months , Gratian experienced the fate of his 
predeceffor. The memory of the great Conftantine, 
whom the British legions had given to the church 
and to the empire , fuggeltea the fingular motive 
of their third choice. They difcovered in the conftantine 
ranks a private foldier of the name of Conftantine, J^,*^ 00 ^" 
and their impetuous levity had already feated Britain and 
him on the throne, before they perceived his ^ a ^' 0 
incapacity to fuftain the weight of that glorious 
appellation Yet the authority of Conftantine 
was lefs precarious, and his government was more . 
fuccefsful , than the tranfient reigns of Marcus 
and of Gratian. The danger of leaving his inactive 
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chap, troops in thofe camps, which had been twice 
xxx * polluted with blood and fedition, urged him to 
attempt the reduction of the Weftern provinces. 
He landed at Boulogne with an* inconfiderable 
force ; and after he had repofed himfelf fome 
days, he fummoned the cities of Gaul, which 
had efcaped the yoke of the Barbarians , to ac- 
knowledge their lawful fovereign. They obeyed 
the fummons without reluctance. The neglect of 
the court of Ravenna had abfolved a deferted 
people from the duty of allegiance ; their actual 
diftrefs encouraged them to accept any circumftan- 
ces of change , without apprehenfion , and , 
perhaps , with fome degree of hope \ and they 
might flatter themfelves , that the troops , the 
authority, and even the name of a Roman emperor, 
who fixed his refidence in Gaul , would protect 
the unhappy country from the rage of the Bar- 

• barians. The firft fuccefles of Conftantine againft 

the detached parties of the Germans, were mag- 
nified by the voice of adulation into fplendid 
and decifive victoria? y which the reunion and 
infolence of the enemy foon reduced to their juft 
value. His negociations procured a short and 
precarious truce ; and if fome tribes of the 
Barbarians were engaged , by the liberality of his 
gifts and promifes, to undertake the defence of 
the Rhine, thcfe expenfive and uncertain treaties, 
inftead of reftoring the priftine vigour of the 
• Gallic frontier, ferved only to difgrace the majefty 
of the prince, and to exhauft what yet remained 
of the treafures of the republic. Elated however 
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with this imaginary triumph , the vain deliverer ^hap, 
of Gaul advanced into the provinces of the South, xxx - 
to encounter a more prefljng and perfonal danger. 
Sarus the Goth was ordered to lay the head of 
the rebel at the feet of the emperor Honorius; 
and the forces of Britain and Italy were unworth- 
ily conlumed in this domeftic quarrel. After 
the lofs of his two braveft generals, Juftinian and 
Nevigaftes , the former of whom was slain in the 
.field of battle, the latter in a peaceful but trea- 
cherous interview, Conftantine fortified himfelf 
within the walls of Vienna. The place was 
ineffectually attacked feven days; and the Impe- 
rial army fupporjed , in a precipitate retreat , the 
ignominy of purchafing a fecure paflage from the 
freebooters and outlaws of the Alps *\ Thofe 
mountains now feparated the dominions of two 
rival monarchs: and the fortifications of the double 
frontier were guarded by the troops of the empire, 
whofe arms would have been more ufefully em- 
ployed to maintain the Roman limits againft the 
Barbarians of Germany and Scythia. 

On the fide of the Pyrenees, the ambition of He reduces 
Conftantine might be juftified by the proximity of s P ain » 
danger; but his throne was foon eftablished by A D ' 4 ° 3 ' 
the conqueft, or rather fubmiflipn, of Spain; which 
yielded to the influence of regular and habitual 
fubordination , and received the laws and magif- 
trates of the Gallic prefecture. The only oppofi- 
" tion which was made to the authority of Conftan- 
tine, proceeded not fo much from the powers of 
government, or the lpirit of the people, as from 
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the private zeal and intereft of the family of 
Theodofius. Four brothers M had obtained, by 
the favour of their kinfman, the dcceafed emperor, 
an honourable rank, and ample pofTeflions, in their 
native country : and the grateful youths refolved 
to risk thofe advantages in the fervice of his fon. 
After an unfuccefsful effort to maintain their 
ground at the head of the ftationary troops of 
Lufitania , they retired to their eftates; where 
they armed and levied, at their own expence, a: 
confiderable body of slaves and dependents, and 
boldly marched to occupy the ftrong pofts of the 
Pyrenaean mountains. This domeftic infurrection 
alarmed and perplexed the fovereign of Gaul and 
Britain , and he was compelled to negociate with 
. fome troops of Barbarian auxiliaries, for the fervice 
of the Spanish war. They were diflinguished by 
the title of Honorians 99 ; a name which might 
have reminded them of their fidelity to their lawful 
fovereign ; and if it should candidly be allowed 
that the Scots were influenced by any partial 
affection for a British prince, the Moors and the 
Morcomonni could be tempted only by the profufe 
liberality of the ufurper, who diftributed among 
the Barbarians the military, and even the civil, 
honours of Spain. The nine bands of Honorians, 
which may be eafily traced on the eftablishment 
of the Weftern empire , could not exceed the 
number of five thoufand men; yet this inconfi- 
derable force was fufricient to terminate a war, 
which had threatened the power and fafety of 
Conflantine. The ruftic army of the Theodofian 

family 
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family was furrounded and deftroyed in the Pyre- chap* 
nees : two of the brothers had the good fortune xxx * 
to efcape by fea to Italy , or the Eaft ; the other 
two, after an interval of fufpence, were executed 
at Aries ; and if Honorius could remain infenfible 
of the public difgrace, he might perhaps be af- 
fected by the perfonal misfortunes of his generous 
kinfmen. Such were the feeble arms which decided 
the pofleffion of the Weftern provinces of Europe* 
from the wall of Antoninus to the columns of 
Hercules. The events of peace and war have 
undoubtedly been diminished by the narrow and 
imperfect view of the hiftorians of the times, who 
were equally ignorant of the caufes , and of the 
effects, of the moft important revolutions. But 
the total decay of the national ftrength had anni- 
hilated even the laft refource of a defpotic go- 
vernment; and the revenue of exhaufted provinces 
could no longer purchafe the military fervice of a 
difcontented and pufillanimous people. 

The poet, whofe flattery has afcribed to the tfegoria- 
Roraan eagle the victories of Pollentia and Vero*. Ji | on . of d 
na , purfues the hafty retreat of Alaric, from the smicho, 
confines of Italy, with a horrid train of imaginary A - »• 
fpectres , fuch as might hover over an army of 404 ~T 409, 
Barbarians , which was almoft exterminated by 
war, famine, and difeafe IO \ In the courfe of this 
unfortunate expedition , the king of the Goths 
mud indeed have fuftained a confiderable lofs ; 
and his haraffed forces required an interval of 
repofe to recruit their numbers , and revive their 
confidence. Adverfity had exercifed, and difplaycd, 
Vol. V. N 
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chap, the genius of Alaric; and the fame of his valour 
xxx. invited, to the Gothic ftandard, the braveft of the 
Barbarian warriours ; who, from the Euxine to the 
Rhine , were agitated by the defire of rapine and 
conqueft. He had deferved the efteem , and he 
foon accepted the friendship , of Stilicho himfelf. 
Renouncing the fervice of the emperor of the Eaft, 
Alaric concluded, with the court of Ravenna, a 
treaty of peace and alliance, by which he was 
declared mafter - general of the Roman armies 
throughout the prefecture of Illyricum ; as it was 
claimed, 'according to the true and ancient limits, 
by the minifter of Honorius I01 . The execution 
of the ambitious defign, which was either ftipu- 
lated, or implied, in the articles of the treaty, 
appears to have been fufpended by the formidable 
irruption of Radagaifus ; and the neutrality of the 
Gothic king may perhaps be compared to the 
indifference of Caefar, who, in the confpiracy of 
Catiline, refufed either to affift, or to oppofe, 
the enemy of the republic. After the defeat of 
the Vandals, Stilicho refumed his pretenfions to 
the provinces of the Eaft ; appointed civil magis- 
trates for the admin iftration of juftice , and of the 
finances; and declared his impatience to lead, to 
the gates of Conftantinople , the united armies of 
the Romans and of the Goths. The prudence 
however of Stilicho, his averfion to civil war, 
and his perfect knowledge of the weakncfs of the 
(late, may countenance the fufpicion, that domeftic 
peace , rather than foreign conqueft , was the 
object of his policy; and, that his principal care 
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was to employ the forces of Alaric at a diftance chap. 
from Italy. This defign could not long efcape the 
penetration of the Gothic kin£, who continued 
to hold a doubtful, and perhaps a treacherous 
correfpondence, with the rival courts; who pro- 
tracted , like a diffatisfied mercenary , his languid 
operations in Theflaly and Epirus , and who foon 
returned to claim the extravagant reward of his 
ineffectual fervices. From his camp near iErao- 
na 101 , on the confines of Italy, he tranfmitted to 
the emperor of the Weft , a long account of 
promifes, of expenccs , and of demands; called 
for immediate fatisfaction , and clearly intimated 
the confequences of a refufal. Yet if his* conduct 
was hoftile, his language was decent and dutiful. 
He humbly profefled hirafelf the friend of Stilicho, 
and the foldier of Honorius; offered his perfon 
and his troops to march , without delay , againft 
the ufurper of Gaul; and foliated, as a perma- 
nent retreat for the Gothic nation ., the pofleffion 
of fome vacant province of the Weftern empire. 

The political and fecret tranfactions of tWO Debates of 
ftatefmen , who laboured to deceive each other * h * a ^ e uman 
and the world, muft for ever have been con- a. D.408. 
cealed in the impenetrable darknefs of the cabinet, 
if the debates <5f a poputar alterably had not 
thrown fome rays of light on the correfpondence 
of Alaric and Stilicho. The neceflity of finding 
fome artificial fupport for a government, which, 
from a principle , not of moderation , but of 
weaknefs , was reduced to negociate with its 
own fubjects, had infenfibly revived the authority 
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chap. of the Roman fenate : and the miniftcr of Hono- 
xxx. r j us refpectfully confulted the legislative council 
of the republic. Stilicho aftembled the fenate in 
the palace of the Caefars; represented, in a ftudied 
oration, the actual (late of affairs; propofed the 
demands of the Gothic king, and fubmitted to . 
their confideration the choice of peace or war. 
The fenators , as if they had been fuddenly 
awakened from a dream of four hundred years, 
appeared on this important occafion to be in- 
fpired by the courage, rather than by the wifdom, 
of their predeceflbrs. They loudly declared, in 
regular fpeeches , or in tumultuary acclamations, 
that it was unworthy of the majefty of Rome, 
to purchafe a precarious and difgraceful truce 
from a Barbarian king; and that, in the judgment 
of a magnanimous people , the chance of ruin 
was always preferable to the certainty of dif- 
honour. The minifter, whofe pacific intentions 
were feconded only by the voices of a few 
fervile and venal followers, attempted to allay 
the general ferment, by an apology for his own / 
conduct, and even for the demands of the Gothic * 
prince. " The payment of a fubfidy , which had 
33 excited the indignation of the Romans, ought 
33 not (fuch was the language of Stilicho) to 
33 be confidered in the odious light, either of a 
3, tribute , or of a ranfom , extorted by the 
33 menaces of a Barbarian enemy. Alaric had 
33 faithfully aflerted the juft pretenfions of the 
jj republic to the provinces which were ufurped 
33 by the Greeks of Conftantinople ; he modeflly 
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» required the fair and ftipulated recompence of chap. 
,3 his fervices; and if he had dcfifted from the xxx - 
,5 profecution of his enterprife, he had obeyed, 
5> in his retreat , the peremptory , though private, 
,5 letters of the emperor himfelf. Thefe contra- 
33 dictory orders ( he would not diflemble the 
33 errors of his own family) had been procured 
33 by the interceffion of Serena. The tender piety 
33 of his wife had been too deeply affected by 
33 the difcord of the royal brothers, the fons of 
33 her adopted father ; and the fentiments of 
33 nature had too cafily prevailed over the ftera 
33 dictates of the public welfare. " Thefe oftenfi* 
ble reafons , which faintly difguife the obfcure 
intrigues of the palace of Ravenna, were fupported 
by the authority of Stilicho ; and obtained , after 
a warm debate , the reluctant approbation of the 
fenate. The tumult of virtue and freedom fub- 
fided ; and the fum of four thoufand pounds of 
gold was granted , under the name of a fubfidy, 
to fecure the peace of Italy, and to conciliate the 
friendship of the king of the Goths. Lampadius 
alone, one of the moil illuftrious members of the 
affembly, ftill perfifted in his diflent; exclaimed 
with a loud -voice , " This is not a treaty of 
33 peace, but of fervitude 101 ; " and efcaped the 
danger of fuch bold oppofition by immediately 
retiring to the fanctuary of a Chriftian church. 

But the reign of Stilicho drew towards its end; intrigues of 
and the proud minifter might perceive the fymp- J L he ^' Ua< g c * 
toms of his approaching difgrace. The generous* '- M 'ay. 
boldnefs of Lampadius had been applauded ; and • 
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chap, the fcnate, fo patiently refigned to a long fervi- 
xxx, tude, rejected with difdain the offer of invidious 
and imaginary freedom. The troops , who ftili 
afTumcd the name and prerogatives of the Roman 
legions, were exafperatcd by the partial affection 
of Siilicho for the Barbarians: and the people 
imputed to the mifchievous policy of the minifter, 
the public misfortunes, which were the natural 
confequence of their own degeneracy. Yet Stilicho 
might have continued to brave the*clamours of 
the people , and even of the foldiers., if he could 
have maintained his dominion over the feeble mind 
of his pupil. But the refpectful attachment of 
Honorius was converted into fear, fufpicion, and 
hatred. The crafty Olympius who concealed 
his vices under the mask of Chriftian piety, had 
fecretly undermined the benefactor , by whofe 
favour he was promoted to the honourable offices 
of the Imperial palace. Olympius revealed to the 
unfufpecting emperor, who had attained the 
twenty-fifth year of his age , that he was without 
weight, or authority, in his own government; and 
artfully alarmed his timid and indolent difpofition 
by a lively picture of the defigns of Stilicho, who 
already meditated the death of his fovereign, with 
the ambitious hope of placing the diadem on the 
head of his fon Eucherius. The emperor was 
infligated, by his new favourite, to afTume the 
tone of independent dignity; and the minifter ,was 
aftonished to find , that fecret refolutions were 
formed in the court and council, which were 
repugnant to his intereft , or to his intentions. 
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Inftead of refiding in the palace of Rome, Hono- chap. 
rius declared , that it was his pleafure to return xxx> 
to the fecure fortrefs of Ravenna. On the firfl 
intelligence of the death of his brother Arcadius, 
he prepared to vifit Constantinople , and to 
regulate , with the authority of a guardian , the 
provinces of the infant Theodofius xof . The repre- 
fentation of the difficulty and expence of fuch a 
diftant expedition , checked this flrange and fud- 
den fally of active diligence ; but the dangerous 
project of shewing the emperor to the' camp of 
Pavia, which was compofed of the Roman troops, 
the enemies of Stilicho , and his Barbarian auxi- 
liaries, remained fixed and unalterable. The minif- 
ter was prefled , by the advice of his confident . 
Juftinian, a Roman advocate, of a lively and 
penetrating genius, to oppofe a journey fo preju- 
dicial to his reputation and fafety. His ftrenuous, 
but ineffectual , efforts confirmed the triumph 
of Olympius 5 and the prudent lawyer withdrew 
himfelf from the impending ruin of his patron. 

In the pafTage of the emperor through Bologna, Difgrace 
a mutiny of the guards was excited and appeafed "gauche 
by the fecret policy of Stilicho; who announced a.d. 40^ 
his inftructions to decimate the guilty , and af- Aug * 
cribed to his own interceffion the merit of their 
pardon. After this tumult, Honorius embraced, for 
the laft time, the minifter whom he now confi- 
dered as a tyrant, and proceeded on his way to 
the camp of Pavia ; where he was received by the 
loyal acclamations of the troops who were aflem- 
bled for the fervice of the Gallic war. On the 
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chap, morning of the fourth day, he pronounced, as he 
had been taught, a military oration in the prefence 
of the foldiers, whom the charitable vifits, and 
artful difcourfes, of Olympius had prepared to 
execute a dark and bloody confpiracy. At the 
firft fignal , they maflacred the friends of Stilicho, 
the mod illuftrious officers of the empire ; two 
Praetorian prefects, of Gaul , and of Italy; two 
mailers-general, of the cavalry, and infantry; the 
mailer of the offices; the quxftor, the treafurer, 
and the count of the domeftics. Many lives were 
loft ; many houfcs were plundered ; the furious 
fedition continued to" rage till the clofe of the 
evening; and the trembling emperor, who was 
feen in the ftreets of Pavia , without his robes 
or diadem, yielded to the perfuafions of his favour- 
ite ; condemned the memory of the slain ; and 
folemnly approved the innocence and fidelity of 
their alfaffins. The intelligence of the maflacre of 
Pavia filled the mind, of Stilicho with juft and 
gloomy apprehenfions : and he inftantly fummon- 
ed , in the camp of Bologna , a council of the 
confederate leaders, who were attached to his 
fervice, and would be involved in his ruin. The 
impetuous voice of the afTembly called aloud for 
arms, and for revenge; to march, without a mo- 
ment's delay, under the banners of a hero, whom 
they had fo often followed to victory; to furprife, 
to opprefs, to extirpate the guilty Olympius, and 
bis degenerate Romans ; and perhaps to fix the 
diadem on the head of their injured general. 
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Inftead of executing a refolution, which might chap. 
have been juftified by fuccefs, Stilicho hefitated xxx * 
till he was irrecoverably loft. He was (till igno- 
rant of the fate of the emperor; he diftrufted the 
fidelity of his own party ; and he viewed with 
horror the fatal confequences of arming a crowd 
of licentious Barbarians, againft the foldiers and 
people of Italy. The confederates , impatient of 
his timorous and doubtful delay, haftily retired, 
with fear and indignation. At the hour of mid- 
night, Sarus, a Gothic warriour, renowned among 
the Barbarians themfelves for his ftrength and va- 
lour , fuddenly invaded the camp of his benefactor, 
plundered the baggage , cut in pieces the faithful 
Huns , who guarded his perfon , and penetrated to - 
the tent, where the minifter, penfive and sleep- 
lefs , meditated on the dangers of his fituation. 
Stilicho efcaped with difficulty from the fword of 
the Goths ; and , after iffuing a laft and generous 
admonition to the cities of Italy, to shut their 
gates againft the Barbarians, his confidence, or 
his defpair, urged him to throw himfelf into Ra- 
venna, which was already in the abfolute pof- 
feffion of his enemies. Olympius, who had af- 
fumed the dominion of Honorius , was fpeedily 
informed , that his rival had embraced , as a fup T 
pliant , the altar of the Chriftian church. The 
bafe and cruel difpofition of the hypocrite was in- 
capable of pity or remorfe; but he piously af- 
fected to elude, rather than to violate, the pri- 
vilege of the fanctuary. Count Heraclian , with 
a troop of foldiers, appeared, at the dawn of day, 
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chap, before the gates of the church of Ravenna. The 
xxx * bishop was fatisfied by a folemn oath , that the 
Imperial mandate only directed them to fecure 
the perfon of Stilicho : but , as foon as the un- 
fortunate minifter had been tempted beyond the 
holy threshold , he produced the warrant for his 
inftant execution. Stilicho fupported , with calm 
refignation , the injurious names of traitor and 
parricide ; reprefTed the unfeafonable zeal of his 
followers, who were ready to attempt an inef- 
fectual refcue ; and , with a firmnefs not unworthy 
of the laft of the Roman generals , Submitted his 
neck to the fword of Heraclian l0 \ 

His memo- The fervile crowd of the palace, who had fo 

«wd Cft " lons adorec * the fortune of Stilicho, affected to 
infult his fall; and the mod diftant connection 
with the rnafter - general of the W eft , which had 
fo lately been a title to wealth and honours, was 
fludiously denied, and rigorously punished. His 
family, united by a triple alliance with the family 
of Theodofms , might envy the condition of the 
meaneft peafant. The flight of his fon Eucherius 
was intercepted ; and the death of that innocent 
youth foon followed the divorce of Thermantia , 
who filled the place of her filler Maria ; and who, 
like Maria, had remained a virgin in the Imperial 
bed 10 *. The friends of Stilicho, who had efcaped 
the maflacre of Pavia , were persecuted by the 
implacable revenge of Olympius : and the moft 
exquifite cruelty was employed to extort the con- 
feffion of a treafonable and facrilegious con- 
fpiracy. They died in filence : their firmnefs 
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juftified the choice 107 , and perhaps abfolved the cha£. 
innocence of their patron ; and the defpotic 
power, which could take his life without a trial, 
and ftigmatife his memory without a proof, has 
no , jurisdiction over the impartial fuffrage of 
pofterity 10 \ The fervices of Stilicho are great 
and manifeft ; his crimes , as they are vaguely 
ftated in the language of flattery and hatred, are 
obfcure, at leaft, and improbable. About four 
months after his death , an edict was published , 
in the name of Honorius , to reftore the free com- 
munication of the two empires , which had been 
fo long interrupted by the public enemy x ". The 
minifter , whofe fame and fortune depended on the 
profperity of the ftate , was accufed of betraying 
Italy to the Barbarians ; whom he Repeatedly 
vanquished at Pollentia , at Verona , and before 
the walls of Florence. His pretended defign of 
placing the diadem on the head of his fon Euche- 
rius , could not have been conducted without pre- 
parations or accomplices ; and the ambitious fa- 
ther would not furely have left the future em- 
peror, till the twentieth year of his age, in the 
humble ftation of tribune of the notaries. Even 
the religion of Stilicho was arraigned by the ma- 
lice of his rival. The feafonable , and aim oft 
miraculous , deliverance was devoutly celebrated 
by the applaufe of the clergy; who aflerted , that 
the reftoration of idols, and the perfecution of the 
church , would have been the firft meafure of the 
reign of Eucherius. The fon of Stilicho, how- 
ever , was educated in the bofom of Chriflianity , 
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(that, which his father had uniformly profefled , and 
xxx. zealously fupported 11 \ Serena had borrowed her 
magnificent necklace from the ftatue of Vefta 111 ; 
and the Pagans execrated the memory of the fa- 
crilegious minifter, by whofe order the Sybilline 
books, the oracles of Rome, had been commit- 
ted to the flames "\ The pride and power of 
Stilicho conftituted his real guilt. An honour- 
able reluctance to shed the blood of his country- 
men, appears to have contributed to the fuccefs 
of his unworthy rival ; and it is the Iaft humilia- 
tion of the character of Honorius , that pofterity 
has not condcfcended to reproach him with his 
bafe ingratitude to the guardian of his youth , and 
the fupport of his empire. 
The poet Among the train of dependents , whofe wealth 
ciaudiau. and dignity attracted the notice of their own times , 
our curiofity is excited by the celebrated name of 
the poet Claudian , who enjoyed the favour of 
Stilicho , and was overwhelmed in the ruin of his 
patron. The titular offices of tribune and notary 
fixed his rank in the Imperial court: he was in- 
debted to the powerful interceffion of Serena for 
his marriage with a very rich heirefs of the pro- 
vince of Africa 1X1 ; and the ftatue of Claudian, 
erected in the forum of Trajan , was a monument 
of the tafte and liberality of the Roman fenate "\ 
After the praifes of Stilicho became offenfive and 
criminal , Claudian was expofed to the enmity of 
a powerful and* unforgiving courtier, whom he 
had provoked by the infolence of wit. He had 
compared , in a lively epigram , the oppofite 
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characters of two Prxtorian prefects of Italy; he chap; 
co nt rafts the innocent repofe of a philofopher , xxx ' 
-who fometimes refigned the hours of bufmefs to 
slumber, perhaps to ftudy; with the interefted 
diligence of a rapacious minifter, indefatigable in 
the purfuit of unjuft, or facrilegious gain. cc How 
53 happy, continues Claudian, how happy might it 
„ be for the people of Italy, if Mallius could, be 
» conftantly awake , and if Hadrian would always 
„ sleep IM !" The repofe of Mallius was not 
difturbed by this friendly and gentle admonition; 
but the cruel vigilance of Hadrian watched the 
opportunity of revenge, and eafily obtained , from 
the enemies of Stilicho , the trifling facritice of 
an obnoxious poet. The poet concealed himfelf , 
however, during the tumult of the revolution; 
and, confulting the dictates of prudence rather 
than of honour , he addreffed , in the form of an 
epiflle , a fuppliant and humble recantation to the 
offended prxfect. He deplores , in mournful 
drains , the fatal indifcretion into which he . had 
been hurried by paffion and folly; fubmits to the 
imitation of his adverfary, the generous examples 
of the clemency of gods, of heroes, and of lions; 
and exprefTes his hope, that the magnanimity of 
Hadrian will not trample on a defencelefe and 
contemptible foe , already humbled by difgrace 
and poverty; and deeply wounded by the exile, 
the tortures , and the death of his deareft friends 11 \ 
Whatever might be the fuccefs of his prayer , or 
the accidents of his future life, the period of a 
few years levelled in the gsave the miniftqr and 
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the poet : but the name of Hadrian is almoft 
funk in oblivion , while Claudian is read with plea- 
Aire in every country which has retained , or ac- 
quired , the knowledge of the Latin language. If 
we fairly balance his merits and his defects, we 
shall acknowledge , that Claudian does not either 
fatisfy , or filence , our reafon. It would not be 
eafy to produce a paffage that deferves the epithet 
of fbblime or pathetic ; to felect a verfe , that 
melts the heart , or enlarges the imagination. 
We should vainly feek , in the poems of Clau- 
dian > the happy invention, and artificial conduct, 
of an interefting fable ; or the juft and lively re- 
presentation of the characters and fituations of real 
life. For the fervice of his patron , he published 
occafional panegyrics and invectives : and the de- 
fign of thefe slavish compofitions encouraged his 
propenfity to exceed the limits of truth and nature. 
Thefe imperfections, however, are compenfated 
in fome degree by the poetical virtues of Clau- 
dian. He was endowed whh the rare and pre- 
cious talent of raifing the meaneft , of adorning 
the raoft barren , and of diverfifying the moft fimi- 
lar , topics : his colouring, more efpecially in de- 
fcriptive poetry , is foft and fplcndid, and he 
feldom fails to difplay , and even to abufe , the 
advantages of a cultivated underftanding , a co- 
pious fancy , an eafy , and fometimes forcible , cx- 
preffion ; and a perpetual flow of harmonious 
verfification. To thefe commendations , inde- 
pendent of any accidents of time and place , we 
muft add the peculiar merit which Claudian 
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derived from the unfavourable circumftances of his chap. 
birth. In the decline, of arts, and of empire, a XXXm 
native of Egypt 117 , who had received the educa- 
tion of a Greek, afluraed, in a mature age, the 
familiar ufe , and abfolute command , of the La- 
tin language "* ; foared above the heads of his 
feeble contemporaries; and placed himfelf, after 
an interval of three hundred years , among the 
poets of ancient Rome 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

Invajton of Italy by Alaric. — Manners of the Roman 
Senate and People. — Rome is thrice beficged, and at 
length pillaged, by the Goths. — Death of Alaric. — 
The Goths evacuate Italy. — Fall of Qonfiantine. — 
Gaul and Spain are occupied by the Barbarians. — 
Independence of Britain. 

chap. The incapacity of a weak and diftracted 
xxxi. government may often afTume the appearance , 
of the" * ano * produce the effects, of a treafonable corref- 
court of pondence with the public enemy. If Alaric himfelf 
a!d4oV * iac * k een introduced into the council of Ravenna, 
Sei»t he would probably have advifed the fame meafures 
which were actually purfued by the minifters of 
Honorius x . The king of the Goths would have 
confpired , perhaps, with fome reluctance , to 
deftroy the formidable adverfary , by whofe arms, 
in Italy as well as in Greece , he had been twice 
overthrown. Tjieir active and interefted hatred 
laboriously accomplished^ the difgrace and ruin of 
the great Stilicho. The valour of Sarus , his 
fame in arms, and his perfonal , or hereditary, 
influence over the confederate Barbarians, could 
recommend him only to the friends of their 
country , who defpifed , or detcfted , the worth- 
lefs characters of Turpilio , Varanes, and Vigi- 
lantius. By the prefling inftances of the new 
favourites, thefe generals , unwprthy as .they had 
shewn thcmfelves of the name of foldiers * , were 

promoted 
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promoted to the command of the cavalry, of the chat*. 
infantry , and of the domeftic troops. The Gothic XXXI * 
prince would have fubfcribed with pleafure the 
edict which the fanaticifm of Olympius dictated 
to the fimple and devout emperor. Honorius 
excluded all perfons , who were adverfe to the 
catholic church from holding any office in the 
ftate; obftinately rejected the fervice of all thofa 
who diffented from his religion; and rashly dif- 
qualified many of his braveft and mod skilful 
officers, who adhered to the Pagan worship or 
who had imbibed the opinions of Arianifm \ 
Thefe meafures, fo advantageous to an enemy, 
Alaric would have approved t and might perhaps 
have fuggefted; but it may feem doubtful, whe- 
ther the Barbarian would have promoted his in- 
tereft at the expenee of the inhuman and abfurd 
cruelty, which was perpetrated by the direction , 
or at leaft with the connivance, of the Imperial 
minifters. The foreign auxiliaries, who had been 
attached to the perfon of Stilicho, lamented his 
death ; but the defire of revenge was checked by \ 
a natural apprehenfion for the fafety of their 
wives and children ; who were detained a? hod- 
ages in the ftrong cities of Italy, where they had 
likewife depofned their moft valuable effects. At 
the fame hour, and as if by a common fignal, \hz 
cities of Italy were polluted by the fame horrid 
fcenes of univerfai maflacre and pillage, which in- 
volved, in promifcuous deftruction. the families 
and fortunes of the Barbarians. Exafperated by 
fuch an injury, which might have awakened the 
Vol. V. O 
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chap, tameft and moft fervile fpirit, they caft a look of 
XL indignation and hope towards the camp of Alaric, 
and unanimously fwore to purfue, with juft and 
implacable war, the perfidious nation, that had 
fo bafely violated the laws of hofpitality. By 
the imprudent conduct of the minifters of Hono- 
rius, the republic loft the afliftance, and deferved 
the enmity, of thirty thoufand of her braveft fol- 
diers : and the weight of that formidable army , 
which alone might have determined the event of 
the war, >was transferred from the fcale of the 
Romans into that of the Goths. 
Alaric In the jirts of negociation, as well as in thofe of 

Rome" t0 war » tne Gothic king maintained his fuperior 
a. D.408. afcendant over an enemy, whofe feeming changes 
Oct. etc. proceeded from the total want of counfel and de- 
fign. From his camp, on the confines of Italy, 
Alaric attentively obferved the revolutions of. the 
palace, watched the progrefs of faction and dif- 
content, difguifed the hoftile afpect of a Barbarian 
invader, and aflumed the more popular appear- 
ance of the friend and ally of the great Stilicho; 
to whofe virtues , when they were no longer 
formidable, he could pay a juft tribute of fincere 
praife and regret. The prefling invitation of the 
malcontents, who urged the king of the Goths to 
invade Italy, was enforced by a lively fenft of his 
perfonal injuries; and he might fpeciously com- 
plain, that the Imperial minifters ftill delayed and 
eluded the payment of the four thoufand pounds 
of gold ; which had been granted by the Roman 
fenate, either to reward his fervices, or to appeafe 
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his fury. His decent firmnefs was fupported by c it A P* 
an artful moderation , which contributed to the xxxl 
fuccefs of his defigns. He required a fair and 
reafonable fatisfaction ; but he give the ftrongeft 
atturances, that, as foon as he had obtained it, 
he would immediately retire. He refufed to truft 
the faith of the Romans , unlefs JEtius and Jafon , 
the fons of two great officers of Rate , were fent 
as hoftages to his camp: but he offered to de- 
liver, in exchange, feveral of the nobleft youths 
of the Gothic nation. The modefty of Alaric 
was interpreted, by the minifters of Ravenna , as 
a fure evidence of his weaknefs and fear. They 
difdained either to negociate a treaty, or to aflemble 
an army; and with a rash confidence, derived 
only from their ignorance of the extreme danger, 
irretrievably wafted the decifive moments of peace 
and war. While they expected in Allien filence , 
that the Barbarians should evacuate {he confines 
of Italy, Alaric, with bold and rapid marches, 
paffed the Alps and the Po ; haftily pillaged the 
cities of Aquileia , Altinum, Concordia, and 
Cremona , which yielded to his arms ; increafed 
his forces by the acceffion of thirty thoufand 
auxiliaries; and , without meeting a fingle enemy 
in the field , advanced as far as the edge of the 
morafs which protected the impregnable refi- 
dence of the emperor of the Weft. Inftead of 
attempting the hopelefs fiege of Ravenna, the 
prudent leader of the Goths proceeded to Rimini, 
ftretched his ravages along the fea-coaft of the 
Hadriatic, and meditated the conqueft of the 

O 4 
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chap, ancient miflrefs of the world. An Italian her- 
xxxi. m ; tj w hofe zeal and fanctity were refpected by 
the Barbarians themfelves, encountered the vic- 
torious monarch, and boldly denounced the in- 
dignation of heaven againft the oppreffors of the 
earth : but the faint hirnfelf was confounded by 
the folemn afleveration of Alaric , that he felt a 
fecret and preternatural impulfe, which directed, 
and even compelled, his march to the gates of 
Rome. He felt, that his genius and his fortune 
were equal to the moft arduous enterprifes ; and 
the enthufiafm which he communicated to the 
Goths, infenfibly removed the popular, and al- 
moft fuperftitious reverence of the nations for 
the majefty of the Roman name. His troops , 
animated by the hopes of fpoil, followed the 
courfe of the Flaminian way, occupied the un- 
guarded pafTes of the Apennine 4 , defcended into 
the rich plains of Umbria ; and , as they lay en- 
camped on the banks of the Clitumnus , might 
wantonly slaughter and devour the milk-white 
oxen , which had been fo long referved for' the 
ufe of Roman triumphs r . A lofty fituation , and 
a feafonable tempeft of thunder and lightning, 
preferved the little city of Narni ; but the king of 
the Goths, defpifing the ignoble prey, ftill ad- 
vanced with unabated vigour; and after he had 
pafled through the (lately arches, adorned with 
the fpoils of Barbaric victories, he pitched his 
camp under the walls of Rome 
Hannibal During a period of fix hundred and nineteen 
of Rome." y ears > tne feat °f empire had never been violated 
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by the prefence of a foreign enemy. The unfuo chap. 
cefsful expedition of Hannibal ' , ferved only to xx* 1 * 
difplay the character of the fenate and people ; of 
a lenate degraded, rather than ennobled, by the 
comparifon of an aflembly of kings; and of a 
people, to whom the ambaflador of Pyrrhus 
afcribed the inexhauftible rcfources of the Hydra *• 
Each of the fenators, in the time of the Punic 
war, had accomplished his term of military 
feryice, either in a fubordinate or a fuperior 
ftation ; and the decree , which inverted with 
temporary command all thofe who had been 
con fuls, or cenfors, or dictators, gave the repub- 
lic the immediate afliftance of many brave and 
experienced generals. In the beginning of the 
war, the Roman people confifted of two hundred 
and fifty thoufand citizens of an age to bear arms *. ' 
Fifty thoufand had already died in the defence of 
their country; and the twenty- three legions 
which were employed in the different camps of 
Italy, Greece, Sardinia, Sicily, and Spain, re- 
quired about one hundred thoufand men. But 
there ftill remained an equal number in Rome , 
and the adjacent territory, who were animated by 
the fame intrepid courage; and every citizen was 
trained, from his earlieft youth, in the difcipline 
and exercifes of a foldier. Hannibal was afto- 
nished by the conftancy of the fenate, who, with- 
out raifing the fiege of Capua , or recalling their 
fcattered forces, expected his approach. He en- 
camped on the banks of the Anio, at the diftance 
of three miles from the city : and he was foon 
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XXXI. 



Genealo- 
gy of the 
fenators, 



informed, that the ground on which he had pitch- 
ed his tent, was fold for an adequate price at a 
public auction ; and that a body of troops was 
difmifled by an oppofite road, to reinforce the 
legions of Spain *\ He led his Africans to the 
gates of Rome, where he found three armies in 
order of battle, prepared to receive him; but 
Hannibal dreaded the event of a combat , from 
which he could not hope to efcape, unlefs he de- 
ftroyed the laft of his enemies ; and his fpeedy 
retreat confefTed the invincible courage of the 
Romans. 

From the time of the Punic war, the uninter- 
rupted fucceHion of fenators had preferved the 
name and image of the republic; and the dege- 
nerate fubjects of Honoiius ambitiously derived 
their defcent from the heroes who had repulfed 
the arms of Hannibal, and fubdued the narions 
of the earth. The temporal honours, which the 
devout Paula " inherited and dcfpifed , are care- 
fully recapitulated by Jeroro , the guide of her 
confcience, and the hiftorian of her life. The 
genealogy of her father, Rogatus, which afcend- 
ed as high as Agamemnon , might feem to betray 
a Grecian origin; but her mother, Blxfilla, num- 
bered the Scipios , JEmilius Paulus, and the Grac- 
chi , in the lift of her anceftors ; and Toxotius , 
the husband of Paula , deduced his royal lineage 
from iEneas , the father of the Julian line. The 
vanity of the rich, who defired to be noble, was 
gratified by thefe lofty pretenfions. Encouraged 
by the applaufe of their parafites, they eafily 
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impofed on the credulity of the vulgar; and were chap. 
countenanced, in forae meafure, by the cudom of xxx £ 
adopting the name of their patron , which had al- 
ways prevailed among the freedmen and clients 
of illuftrious families. Mod of thofe families, 
however , attacked by fo many caufes of external 
violence or internal decay, were gradually extir- 
pated : and it would be more reafonable to feek 
for a lineal defcent of twenty generations, among 
the mountains of the Alps, or in the peaceful 
folitude of Apulia , than on the theatre of Rome , 
the feat of fortune, of danger, and of perpetual 
revolutions. Under each fucceffive reign , and 
from every province of the empire, a crowd of 
hardy adventurers , rifing to eminence by their 
talents or their vices, ufurped the wealth, the 
honours , and the palaces of Rome ; and opprefs- 
ed, or protected, the poor and humble remains 
of confular families; who were ignorant, perhaps, 
of the glory of their anceftors "■ 

In the time of Jerom and Claudian, the fena- TheAni- 
tors unanimously yielded the pre-eminence to the ^jj 1 fa " 
Anician line; and a slight view of their hiftory 
will ferve to appreciate the rank and antiquity of 
the noble families, which contended only for the 
fecond place 11 . During the five firll ages of the 
city, the name of the Anicians was unknown , they 
appear to have derived their origin from Praenefte ; 
and the ambition of thofe new citizens was long 
fatisfied with the Plebeian honours of tribunes of 
. the people 14 . One hundred and fixty-eight year* 
before the Chriftian sera, the family was ennobled 
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chap, by the Pnetorship of Anicius, who gloriously 
xxxi. terminated the Illyrian war by the conqueft of 
the nation, and the captivity of their king ,s . 
From the triumph of that general , three conful- 
ships , in diftant 'periods , mark the fucceffion of 
the Anician name From the reign of Diocle- 
tian to the final extinction of the Weftern em- 
pire, that name shone with a luftre which was not 
eclipfed in the public eflimation, by the raajefty 
of the Imperial purple 17 . The feverai branches, 
to whom it was communicated, united, by mar- 
riage or inheritance , the wealth and titles of the 
Artnian, the Petronian, and the Olybrian houfes; 
and in each generation the number of confulships 
was multiplied by an hereditary claim The 
Anician family excelled in faith and in riches : 
they were the firfl: of the Roman fenate who 
embraced Chriftianity ; and it is probable that 
Anicius Julian, who was afterwards conful and 
prxfect of the city, atoned for his attachment to 
the party of Maxentius, by the readinefs with 
which he accepted the religion of Conftantine *\ 
Their ample patrimony was increafed by the in- 
duftry of Probus, the chief of the Anician fa- 
mily; who shared with Gratian the honours of 
the confulship, and exercifed, four times, the 
hijrh office of Praetorian prefect *\ His immenfe 
eftates were fcattered over the wide extent of the 
Roman world ; and though the public might 
fufpect , or difapprove, the methods, by which 
they had been acquired; the generofity and mag- 
nificence of that fortunate ftatefman deferved the 
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gtatitude of his clients, and the admiration of cha*. 
flrangers ar . Such was the refpect entertained xxxl 
for his memory , that the two fons of Probus , in 
their earlieft youth, and at the requeft of the fe- 
nate, were aflbciated in the confular dignity: a 
memorable diftinction , without example , in the 
annals of Rome. 

" The marbles of the Anician palace, " were wealth of 
ufed as a proverbial expreffion of opulence and 
fplendour a, j but the nobles and fenators of Rome 
afpired , in due gradation , to imitate that illuf- 
trious family. The accurate defcription of the 
city, which was compofed in the Theodofian age, 
enumerates one thoufand feven hundred and 
eighty houfes, the refidence of wealthy and ho- 
nourable citizens a *. Many of thefe (lately man- 
fions might almoft excufe the exaggeration of the 
poet ; that Rome contained a multitude of pa- 
laces, and that each palace was equal to a city: 
fince it included within its own precincts, every 
thing which could be fubfervient either to ufe or 
luxury; markets, hippodromes, temples, foun- 
tains , baths , porticos , shady groves , and artificial 
aviaries The hiftorian Olympiodorus , who 
reprefents the ftate of Rome when it was befieged 
by the Goths *' , continues to obferve , that feve- 
ral of the richeft fenators received from their 
eftates an annual income of four thoufand pounds 
of gold, above one hundred and fixty thoufand 
pounds fterling; without computing the ftated 
provifion of corn and wine , which , had they been 
fold , might have equalled in value one third of 
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chap, the money. Compared to this immoderate wealth, 
an ordinal y revenue of a thoufand or fifteen hun- 
dred pounds of gold might be confidered as no 
more than adequate to the dignity of the fena- 
torian rank , which required many expenccs of a 
public and oftentatious kind. Several examples 
are recorded in the age of Honorius , of vain and 
popular nobles who celebrated the year of their 
praetorship , by a feftival , which lafted fevcn days, 
and cofi: above one hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling 17 . The cflates of the Roman fenators, 
which fo far exceeded the proportion of modern 
wealth, were not confined to the limits of Italy, 
Their pofieffions extended far beyond the Ionian 
and JEgean feas , to the mod diftant provinces ; 
the city of Nicopolis , which Augyflus had found- 
ed as an eternal monument of the Actian victory, 
was the property of the devout Paula a * ; and it is 
obferved by Seneca , that the rivers , which had 
divided hoftile nations , now flowed through the 
lands of private citizens *\ According to their 
temper and circumftances , the eftates of the Ro- 
mans were either cultivated by the labour of their 
slaves , or granted , for a certain and ftipulated 
rent, to the induftrious farmer. The ccconomi- 
cal writers of antiquity ftrenuously recommend 
the former method , wherever it may be practi- 
cable ; but if the object should be removed , by 
its diftance or magnitude , from the immediate 
eye of the mailer, they prefer the active care 
of an old hereditary tenant , attached to the foil , 
and interefted in the produce , to the mercenary 
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admin iflration of a negligent, perhaps an unfaith- chap. 
ful , fteward ,0 . 

The opulent nobles of an immenfe capital , Their 
who were never excited by the purfuit of military mMncw - 
glory, and feldom engaged in the occupations of 
civil' government , naturally refigned their leifure 
to the bufinefs- and amufements of private life. 
At Rome , commerce was always held in con- 
tempt : but the fenators , from the firft age of the 
republic , increafed their patrimony , and mul- 
tiplied their clients, by the lucrative practice of 
ufury ; and the obfolete laws were eluded , or 
violated, by the mutual inclinations and intcreft 
of both parties SI . A confiderable mafs of trea- 
fure muft always have exifted at Rome , either in 
the current coin of the empire , or in the form of 
gold and (ilver plate ; and there were many fide- 
boards in the time of Pliny , which contained 
more folid filver, than had been tranfported by 
Scipio from vanquished Carthage 3 \ The greater 
part of the nobles , who diffipated their fortunes 
in profufe luxury, found themfelves poor in the 
mid ft: of wealth ; and idle in a conftant round 
of diffipation. Their defires were continually 
gratified by the labour of a thoufand hands ; of 
the numerous train of their domeflic slaves , who 
were actuated by the fear of punishment; and of 
the various profeflions of artificers and merchants, 
who were more powerfully impelled by the hopes 
of gain. The ancients were deftitute of many of 
the conveniencies of life , which have been in- 
vented or improved by the progrefs of induftry; 
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and the plenty of glafs and linen has diffufed more 
real comforts among the modern nations of Eu- 
rope, than the fenators of Rome could derive from 
all the refinements of pompous or fenfual lux- 
ury Their luxury, and their manners, have 
been the fubject of minute and laborious difqui- 
fition : but as fuch enquiries would divert me too 
long from the defign of the prefent work , I shall 
produce an authentic ftate of Rome and its inha- 
bitants , which is more peculiarly applicable to 
the period of the Gothic invafion. Ammianus 
Marcellinus , who prudently chofe the capital of 
the empire , as the refidence the beft adapted to 
the hiftorian of his own times, has mixed with 
the narrative of public events , a lively reprefenta- 
. tion of the fcenes with which he was familiarly 
converfant. The judicious reader will not always 
approve the afperity of cenfure , the choice of 
circumftances , or the ftyle of expreflion : he will 
perhaps detect the latent prejudices , and perfonal 
refentments , which foured the temper of Am- 
mianus himfelf ; but he will furely obferve , with 
philofophic curiofity, the intercfting and original 
picture of the manners of Rome *\ 

* The greatnefs of Rome (fuch is the lan- 
„ guage of the hiftorian) was founded on the 
„ rare, atid almoft incredible, alliance of virtue 
and of fortune. The long period of her in- 
fancy was* employed in a laborious ftruggle 
„ againft the tribes of Italy , the neighbours and 
yy enemies of the rifing city. In the ftrength and 
» ardour of youth , she fuftained the ftorms of 
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„ war; carried her victorious arms beyond the chap. 
3 , feas and the mountains ; and brought home XXXI * 
„ triumphal laurels from every country of the 
*„ globe. At length, verging towards old age, 
33 and fometimes conquering by the terror only 
33 of her name , she fought the bleffings of eafe 
33 and tranquillity. The VENERABLE CITY, which 
33 had trampled on the necks of the fierceft na- 
33 dons; and eflablished a fyftem of laws; the 
33 perpetual guardians of juftice and freedom ; 
33 was content, like a wife and wealthy parent, to 
33 devolve on the Caefars , her favourite fons , the 
„ care of governing her ample patrimony M . A 
33 fecure and profound peace , fuch as had been # 
33 once enjoyed in the reign of Numa, fucceeded 
33 to the tumults of a republic : while Rome was 
33 Rill adored as the queen of the earth ; and the 
33 fubject nations ftill reverenced the name of the fr 
33 people, and the majcfty of the fenate. But 
33 this native fplendour (continues Ammianus) is 
33 degraded, and fullied, by the conduct of fome 
33 nobles; who, unmindful of their own dignity, 
,3 and of that of their country , a flu me an un- 
33 bounded licence of vice and folly. They con- 
33 tend with each other in the empty vanity of 
33 titles and furnames ; and curiously felect , or 
33 invent , the moft lofty and fonorous appella- 
33 tions , Reburrus , or Fabunius , Pagonius , or 
„ Tarrafius '* , which may imprefs the ears of the 
3, vulgar with aftonishment anfl refpect. From a 
33 vain ambition of perpetuating their memory, 
N 33 they affect to multiply their likenefs , in ftatues 
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chap. of bronze and marble; nor are they fatisfied , 
XXXL urilefs thofe ftatues are covered with plates of 
gold : an honourable diftinction , firft granted 
to Acilius the conful , afterhe had fubdued, by. 
„ his arms and counfels, the power of king An- 
tiochus. The oftcntation of difplaying , of 
„ magnifying perhaps, the rent-roll of the eflates 
3> which they pollefs in all the provinces , from 
„ the nfing to the fetting fun , provokes the juft 
3 5 refentment of every man, who recollects, that 
their poor and invincible anceftors were not 
a, distinguished from the meaneft of the foldiers, 
,3 by the delicacy of their food , or the fplendour 
33 of their apparel. But the modern nobles mea- 
33 fure their rank and confequence according to 
33 the loftinefs of their chariots 17 , and the weighty 
33 magnificence of their drefs. Their long robes 
^ of filk and purple float in the wind ; and as 
„ they are agitated, by art or accident, they oc- 
calionally difcovcr the under garments, the 
„ rich tunics , embroidered with the figures of 
various animals . Followed by a train of 
fifty fervants , and tearing up the pavement, 
they move along the ftreets with the fame im- 
„ petuous fpeed as if they travelled with poft- 
horfes; and the example of the fenators is boldly 
imitated by the matrons and ladies, whofe co-" 
,, vered carriages are continually driving round 
„ the immenfe fpace of the ciiy and fuburbs. 
„ Whenever thlTe perfons of high diftinction 
condefcend to vifit the public baths , they af- 
„ fume, on their entrance, a tone of loud and 
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infolent command, and appropriate to their chap. 
» own ufe the conveniencies which were defign- XXXI « 
,5 ed for the Roman people. If, in thefe places 
„ of mixed and general refort, they meet any of 
, „ the infamous minifters of their pleafures, they 
33 exprefs their affection by a tender embrace ; 
,3 while they proudly decline the falutations of 
33 their fellow-citizens , who are not permitted to 
33 afpire above the honour of killing their hands , 
33 or their knees. As foon as they have indulged 
33 themfelves in the refreshment of the bath , they 
33 refume their rings, and the other enligns of 
33 their dignity; felect from their private ward- 
33 robe of the fineft linen, fuch as might fuffice 
33 for a dozen perfons , the garments the mod 
33 agreeable to their fancy, and maintain till their 
33 departure the fame haughty demeanour; which 
33 perhaps might have been excufed in the great 
33 Marcellus , after the conqueft of Syracufe. 
33 Sometimes , indeed , thefe heroes undertake 
„ more arduous atchievements ; they vifit their 
33 eftates in Italy , and procure themfelves, by the 
33 toil of fervile hands, the amufements of the 
,3 chace '\ If at any time , but more efpecially 
5, on a hot day , they have courage to fail , in 
„ their painted gallies , from the Lucrine lake 4 * 
33 to their elegant villas on the fea-coaft of Pu- 
33 teoii and Cayeta 41 , tKey compare their own 
33 expeditions to the marches of Csefar and Alex- 
„ ander. Yet should a fly prefume to fettle on the 
33 filken folds of their gilded umbrellas; should a 
3> fun^Jbeara penetrate through fome unguarded 
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and imperceptible chink , they deplore their 
intolerable hardships , and lament , in affected 
language , that they were not born in the 
land of the Cimmerians ** , the regions of 
eternal darknefs. In thefe journies into the 
country 41 , the whole body of the houfehold 
marches with their mafter. In the fame man- 
ner as the cavalry and infantry , the heavy and 
the light armed troops, the advanced guard 
and the rear, are marshalled by the skill of 
their military leaders ; fo the domeftic officers, 
who bear a rod, as an enfign of authority, dis- 
tribute and arrange the numerous train of 
slaves and attendants. The baggage and ward- 
robe move in the front ; and are immediately 
followed by a multitude of cooks , and inferior 
minifters, employed in the fervice of the kit- 
chens, and of the table. The main body is 
compofed of a promifcuous crowd of slaves, 
increaSed by the accidental concourfe of idle 
or dependent plebeians. The rear is clofed by 
the favourite band of eunuchs , diftributed from 
age to youth , according to the order of Se- 
niority. Their numbers, and their deformity, 
excite the horror of the indignant fpectators, 
who are ready to execrate the memory of Se- 
miramis, for the cruel art which she invented, 
of fruftrating the purpofes of nature , and of 
blading in the bud the hopes of future gene- 
rations. In the exercife of domeftic jurisdic- 
tion , the nobles of Rome exprefs an exquifite 
fenfibility for any perfonal injury , and a 

contemptuous 
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53 contemptuous indifference for the reft of the chap, 
>3 human fpecies. When they have called for xxXL 
w warm water, if a slave has been tardy in his 
,3 obedience, he is inftantly chaftifed with three 
33 hundred lashes : but should the fame slave 
33 commit a wilful murder, the matter will mildly 
3, obferve, that he is a worthlefs fellow; but that, 
33 if he repeats the offence , he shall not efcape 
33 punishment. Hofpitality was formerly the virtue 
33 of the Romans ; and every ftranger , who could 
33 plead either merit or misfortune , was relieved, 
33 or rewarded, by their generofity. At prefent , 
33 if a foreigner , perhaps of no contemptible 
33 rank , is introduced to one of the proud and 
33 wealthy fenators , he is welcomed indeed in the 
33 firft audience , with fuch warm profeflions , and 
33 fuch kind enquiries , that he retires Enchanted 
„ with the affability of his illuftrious friend , 
„ and full of regret that he had fo long delayed 
„ his journey to Rome , the native feat of man- 
„ ners , as well as of empire. Secure of a favour- 
„ able reception, he repeats his vifit the enfuing 
„ day, and is mortified by the difcovery, that his 
„ perfon , his name , and his country , are already 
„ forgotten. If he flill has refolution to perfe- 
„ vere , he is gradually numbered in the train of 
„ dependents, and obtains the permiflion to pay 
„ his afliduous and unprofitable court to a haugh- 
„ ty patron , incapable of gratitude or friendship; 
„ who fcarcely deigns to remark his prefence , his 
„ departure, or his return. Whenever the rich 
„ prepare a folemn and popular entertainment 44 ; 
Vol. V. P 
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chap. 35 whenever they celebrate , with profufe and per- 
* XXL jj nicious luxury , their private banquets ; the 
3> choice of the guefts is the fubject of anxi- 
w ous deliberation. The modeft, the fober , and 
a the learned, are feldom preferred ; and the 
3 , nornenclators , who are commonly fwayed by 
j> intereftcd motives, have the addrefs to infert 
• 5> in the lift of invitations , the obfeure names of 
>, the moft worthlefs of mankind. But the fre- 
33 quent and familiar companions of the great, 
33 are thofe parafites , who practife the moft ufe- 
33 ful of all arts, the art of flattery; who eagerly 
33 applaud each word , and every action of their 
33 immortal patron ; gaze with rapture on his 
33 marble columns , and variegated pavements ; 
» and ftrenuously praife the pomp and elegance , 
33 which^rie is taught to confider as a part of his 
33 perfonal merit. At the Roman tables , the 

birds, the fquirrds 41 , or the fish, which appear 
„ of an uncommon fize , are contemplated with 
„ curious attention; a pair of fcales is accurately 
„ applied , to afcertain their real weight ; and , 
„ while the more rational guefts are difgufted by 
3, the vain and tedious repetition notaries are 
5 , fummoned to atteft , by an authentic record , 
„ the truth of fuch a marvellous event. Another 

method of introduction into the houfes and 
„ fociety of the great , is derived from the pro- 

feffion of gaming, or, as it is more politely 
„ ftyled, of play. The confederates are united 
5 , by a ftrict and indiflbluble bond of friendship , 
„ or rathef of confpiracy; a fuperior degree of 
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skill' in the TeJJerarian art (which may be in- chap. 



„ terpreted the game of dice and tables * # ) is a 
„ fure road to wealth and reputation. A mafter 
of that fublime fcience, who in a fupper , or 
„ aflerably , is placed below a magiftrate , difplays 
* y in his countenance the furprife and indignation , 
„ which Cato might be fuppofed to feel , when he 
„ was refufed the praetorship by the votes of a 
j, capricious people. The acquifition of know* 
„ ledge feldom engages the curiofity of the no- 
„ blcs, who abhor the fatigue, and difdain the 
„ advantages , of ftudy ; and the only books which 
„ they perufe are the fatires of Juvenal, and the 
„ verbofe and fabulous hiftories of Marius Maxi- 
„ mus 47 . The libraries, which they have inhe- 
„ rited from their fathers , are fecluded , like 
„ dreary fepulchres , from the light of day 48 . 
„ But the coftly internments of the theatre, flutes, 
and enormous lyres, and hydraulic organs, are 
conftructed for their ufe ; and the harmony of 
„ vocal and instrumental mufic " is incefTantly 
„ repeated in the palaces of Rome. In thofe 
„ palaces , found is preferred to fenfe , and the 
„ care of the body to that of the mind. It is 
„ allowed as a falutary maxim , that the light 
„ and frivolous fufpicion of a contagious malady, 
„ is of fufficient weight to excufe the vifits of the 
„ mod intimate friends ; and even the fervants , 
„ who are difpatched to make the decent enqui- 
„ ries, are not fuffered to return home, till they 
„ have undergone the ceremony of a previous 
9> ablution. Yet this felfish and unmanly delicacy 
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chap, j, occafionally yields to the more imperious paffion 
XXXL » of avarice. The profpect of gaia will urge 
„ a rich and gouty fenator as far as Spoleto; 

every fentiment of arrogance and dignity is 
„ fubducd by the hopes of an inheritance , or 
„ even of a legacy ; and a wealthy , childlefs , 
„ citizen is the moft powerful of the Romans. 
„ The art of obtaining the fignature of a favour- 
„ able teftament , and fometimes of haftening the 
„ moment of its execution, is perfectly under- 
„ flood; and it has happened , that in the fame 
„ houfe, though indifferent appartments, a huf- 
„ band and a wife , with the laudable defign of 
„ over - reaching each other , have fummoned 
„ their refpective lawyers, to declare, at the fame 
„ time, their mutual, but contradictory , inten- 
tions. The diftrefs which follows and chaftifes 
„ extravagant luxury , often reduces the great to 
„ the ufe of the moft humiliating expedients. 
When they defire to borrow , they employ the 
bafe and fupplicating flyle of the slave in the 
3 , comedy ; but when they are called upon to 
5, pay, they afliime the royal and tragic declama- 
tion of the grandfons of Hercules. If the de- 
mand is repeated , they readily procure fome 
„ trufty fycophant , inftructed to maintain a charge 
3J ofpoifon, or magic, againfl the infolent cre- 
j, ditor ; who is feldom releafed from prifon , till 
„ he has figned a difcharge of the whole debt. 
„ Thefe vices, which degrade the moral character 
5> of the Romans, are mixed with a puerile fuper- 
3 , ftition , that difgraces their underftanding. 
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They liflen with confidence to the predictions chap. 
of harufpices, who pretend to read , in the en- XXXL 
„ trails of victims, the figns of future greatnefs 
and profperity ; and there are many who do not 
„ prefume either to bathe , or to dine , or to appear 
„ in public, till they have diligently confulted, 
„ according to the rules of aftrology, the fitua- 
„ tion of Mercury , and the afpect of the moon 4 \ 
„ It is fingular enough , that this vain credulity 
„ may often be difcovered among the prophane 
fceptics , who impiously doubt , or deny , the 
exiftence of a celeftial power. " 
In populous cities , which are the feat of state and 
commerce and manufactures , the middle ranks «J«»«er 
of inhabitants , who derive their fubfiftence from people 0 f 
the dexterity , or labour , of their hands , are com- Romc - 
monly the moft prolific, the moftufeful, and, in , 
that fenfe , the mod refpectable^part of the com- 
munity. But the plebeians jof Rome , who dif- 
dained fuch fedentary and IWvile arts, had been 
oppreffed, from the earlieft times, by the weight 
of debt and ufury; and the husbandman, during 
the term of his military fervice , was obliged to 
abandon the cultivation of his farm 49 . The lands 
of Italy , which had been originally divided among 
the families of free and indigent proprietors , 
were infenfibly purchafed, or ufurped, by the 
avarice of the nobles ; and in the age wh«ch pre- 
ceded the fall of the republic , it was computed , 
that only two thoufand citizens were pofTefled of 
any independent fubftance 5 °. Yet as long as the 
people bellowed , by their fuffrages , the honours 
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chap, of the ftate , the command of the legions, and 
xxxi, th c adminiftration of wealthy provinces , their 
confcious pride alleviated, in fome meafure, the 
hardships of poverty ; and their wants were fea- 
fonably fupplied by the ambitious liberality of the 
candidates, who afpired to fecure a venal ma- 
jority in the thirty -five tribes, or the hundred and 
ninety -three centuries, of Rome. But when the 
prodigal commons had imprudently alienated not 
only the ufe, but the inheritance, of power, they 
funk, under the reign of the Cxfars, into a vile 
and wretched populace, which muft, in a few 
generations, have been totally extinguished, if it 
had not been continually recruited by the manu- 
miflion of slaves, and the influx of ftrangers. As 
early as the time of Hadrian, it was the juft com- 
plaint of the ingenuous natives , that the capital 
had attracted th* vices of the univerfe, and the 
manners of the mpft oppofite nations. The in- 
temperance of the Gfeuls , the cunning and levity 
of the Greeks, the favage obftinacy of the Egyp- 
tians and Jews, the fervile temper of the Afiatics, 
and the diffolute , effeminate proftitution of the 
Syrians , were mingled in the various multitude ; 
which, under the proud and falfe denomination 
of Romans , prefumed to defpife their fellow- 
fubjects, and even their fovereigns, who dwelt 
beyond the precincts of the eternal CITY ,l . 
Public ait Yet the name of that city was dill pronounced 
uibution w ith refpect : the frequent and capricious tumults 
bacon* ' °f * ts inhabitants were indulged with impunity ; 
on. wine, and the fucceffors of Conftantine , inftead of 
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crashing the laft remains of the democracy, by chap. 
the ftrong arm of military power , embraced the x ^ 3 ^* 
mild policy of Auguflus, and fludied to relieve 
the poverty, and to amufe the idlenefs, of an 
innumerable people s \ I. For the convenience of 
the lazy plebeians, the monthly distributions of 
corn were converted into a daily allowance of 
breid ; a great number of ovens were conflructed 
and maintained at the public expence ; and at the 
appointed hour, each citizen, who was furnished 
with a ticket, afcended the flight of fteps, which 
had been affigned to his peculiar quarter or divi- 
fion , and received , either as a gift , or at a very 
low price , a loaf of bread of the weight of three 
pounds, for the ufe of his family. II. The fo- 
refls of Lucania , whofe acorns fattened large 
droves of wild hogs " , afforded , as a fpecies of 
tribute, a plentiful fupply of cheap and whole- 
fome meat. During five months of the year, a 
regular allowance of bacon* was diflributed to the 
poorer citizens; and the annual confumption of 
the capital , at a time when it was much declined 
from its former luftre , Vras afcertained , by an 
edict of Valentinian the Third , at three millions 
fix hundred and twenty - eight thoufand pounds $ \ 
III. In the manners of antiquity , the ufe of oil 
was indifpenfable for the lamp, as well as for the 
bath ; and the annual tax , which was impofed on 
Africa for the benefit of Rome, amounted to the 
weight of three millions of pounds , to the mea- 
fure , perhaps , of three hundred thoufand English 
gallons. IV. The anxiety of Auguflus to provide 
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chap, the metropolis with fufficient plenty of corn, was not 
&* XI » extended beyond that neceffary article of human 
fubfiflence ; and when , the popular clamour ac- 
cufed the dearnefs and fcarcity of wine, a procla- 
mation was iffued , by the grave reformer , to re- 
mind his fubjects, that no man could reasonably 
complain of thirft , fince the aqueduct^ of Agrippa 
had introduced into the city fo many copious 
ftreams of pure and falubnous water This 
rigid fobriety was infenfibly relaxed ; and, al- 
though the generous defign of Aurelian 5< does 
not appear to have been executed in its full ex- 
tent, the ufe of wine was allowed on very eafy 
and liberal terms. The a dm in iteration of' the 
public cellars was delegated to a magiftrate of 
honourable rank; and a confiderable part of the 
vintage of Campania was referved for the for- 
tunate inhabitants of Rome. 
Ufe of the The ftupendous aqueducts, fo juftly celebrated 
by the praifes of Auguftus himfelf, replenished 
the Thermos > or baths, which had been conftructed 
in every part of the city, with Imperial magnifi- 
cence. The baths of Antoninus Caracalla , which 
' were open , at ftated hours , for the indiscriminate 
fervice of the fenators and the people, contained 
above fixteen hundred feats of marble ; and more 
than three thoufand were reckoned in the baths 
. of Diocletian 57 . The walls of the lofty apart- 
ments were covered with curious mofaics, that 
imitated the art of the pencil in the elegance of 
defign , and the variety of colours. The Egyp- 
tian granite was beautifully incrufted with the 
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precious green marble of Numidia ; the perpetual chap, 
ftream of hot water was poured into the capa- ^^"^ 
cious bafons, through fo many wide mouths of 
bright and mafly filver; and the meaneft Roman 
could purchafe , with a (mail copper coin , the 
daily enjoyment of- a fcene of pomp and luxury, 
which might excite the envy of the kings of 
Afia s \ From thefe ftately palaces iflued a fwarm 
of dirty and ragged plebeians, without shoes, and 
without a mantle; who loitered away whole days 
in the ftreet or Forum , to hear news , and to 
hold difputes ; who diffipatcd , in extravagant 
gaming, the miferable pittance of their wives and 
children ; and fpent the hours of the night in ob- 
fcure taverns, and brothels, in the indulgence of 
grofs and vulgar fenfuality 

But the moft lively and fplendid amufement of Games and 
the idle multitude , depended on the frequent ex- f i? ectacles « 
hibition of public games and fpectacles. The piety 
of Chriftian princes had fupprefled the inhuman 
combats of gladiators ; but the Roman people 
flill confidered the Circus as their home , their 
temple, and the feat of the republic. The impa- 
tient crowd rushed at the dawn of day to fecure 
their places, and there were many who pafTed a 
sleeplefs and anxious night in the adjacent porticos. 
From the morning to the evening , carclefs of the 
fun, or of the rain, the fpectators, who fometimes 
amounted to the number of four hundred thoa- 
fand, remained in eager attention; their eyes 
fixed on the horfes and charioteers, their minds 
agitated with hope and fear, for the fuccefs of the 
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chap, colours which they efpoufcd: and the happinefs of 
Rome appeared to hang on the event of a race **. 
The fame immoderate ardour infpired their cla- 
mours, and their applaufe , as often as they were 
entertained with the hunting of wild beafts, and 
the various modes of theatrical reprefentation. 
Thefe repre fen cations in modern capitals may 
deferve to be confidered as a pure and elegant 
fchooi of tafte, and perhaps of virtue. But the 
Tragic and Comic Mufe of the Romans, who 
feldom afpired beyond the imitation of Attic 
genius * l , had been almoft totally filent fince the 
fall of the republic * l ; and their place was un- 
worthily occupied by licentious farce, effeminate 
mufic, and fplendid pageantry. The pantomimes *\ 
who maintained their reputation from the age of 
Auguftus to the fixth century, exprefled, without 
the ufe of words, the various fables of the gods 
and heroes of antiquity; and the perfection of 
their art, which fometimes difarmed the gravity 
of the philofopher, always excited the applaufe 
and wonder of the people. The vaft and magni- 
ficent theatres of Rome were filled by three 
thoufand female dancers , and by three thoufand 
fingers , with the matters of the refpective cho- 
rufles. Such was the popular favour whicli 
they enjoyed, that, in a time of fcarcity, when 
all ftrangers were banished from the city , the 
merit of contributing to the public pleafures 
exempted them from a law, which was ftrictly 
executed againft the profeffors of the liberal 
arts '\ 
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It is faid, that the foolish curiofity of Elaga- chap: 
balus attempted to difcover, from the quantity of ^xfc 
fpiders webs, the number of the inhabitants of neftof Uf 
Rome. A more rational method of enquiry might Rome - 
not have been undeferving of the attention of the 
wifeft princes , who could eafily have refolved a 
queftion fo important for the Roman government, 
and fo interefting to fucceeding ages. The birtJhs 
and deaths of the citizens were duly regiftered ; 
and if any writer of antiquity had condefcended 
, to mention the annual amount , or the common 
average, we might now produce fome fatisfactoiy 
calculation , which would deftroy the extrava- 
gant affertions of critics, and perhaps confirm the 
modeft and probable conjectures of philofophers 
The mod diligent refearches have collected only 
the following circumftances ; which , slight and 
imperfect as they are, may tend , in fome degree, 
to illuftrate the queftion of the populoufhefs of 
ancient Rome. I. When the capital of the empire 
was befieged by the Goths, the circuit of the 
walls was accurately meafured, by Ammonius, 
the mathematician, who found it equal to twenty- 
one miles It should not be forgotten, that 
the form of the city was almoft that of a circle ; 
the geometrical figure which is known to contain 
the largeft fpace within any given circumference. 
II. The architect Vitruvius, who flourished in 
the Auguftan age , and whofe evidence , on this 
occafion , has peculiar weight and authority, 
obferves, that the innumerable habitations of the 
Roman people would have fpread themfelves far 
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c? ft k p, beyond the narrow limits of the city ; and that 
xxxi. want 0 f ground , which was probably con- 

tracted on every fide by gardens and villas , 
fuggefted the common , though inconvenient, 
practice of raifing the houfes to a confiderable 
height in the air * 7 . But the loftinefs of thefe 
buildings, which often confifted of hafly work, 
and infufficient materials , was the caufe of fre- 
quent and fatal accidents; and it was repeatedly 
enacted by Auguflus, as well as by Nero, that 
*he height of private edifices, within the walls of 
Rome, should not exceed the meafure of feventy 
feet from the ground III. Juvenal *' laments, 
as it should feem from his own experience, the 
hardships of the poorer citizens, to whom he 
addrefles the falutary advice of emigrating, with- 
out delay, from the fmoke of Rome; fince they 
might purchafe , in the little towns of Italy , a 
cheerful commodious dwelling, at the fame price 
which they annually paid for a dark and miferable 
lodging. Houfe-rent was therefore immoderately 
dear : the rich acquired , at an enormous expence, 
the ground , which they covered with palaces 
and gardens ; but the body of the Roman people 
was crowded into a narrow fpace ; and the differ- 
ent floors, and apartments, of the fame houfe, 
were divided , as it is ftill the cuftom of Paris, 
and other cities, among feveral families of ple- 
beians. IV. The total number of houfes in the 
fourteen regions of the city, is accurately ftated in 
the defcription of Rome, compofed under the reign 
of Theodofius, and they amount to forty-eight 
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thoufand three hundred and eighty-two 70 '. The chap. 
two clafles of dcmus and of infuU , into which XXXI « 
they* are divided , include all the habitations of 
the capital, of every rank and condition, from 
the marble .palace of the Anicii, with a numer- 
ous eftablishment of freedman Itnd slaves, to the 
lofty and narrow lodging-houfe , where the poet 
Codrus , and his wife , were permitted to hire a 
wretched garret immediately under the tiles. If we 
adopt the fame average, which, under fimilar cir- 
cumftances, has been found applicable to Paris 7 \ 
and indifferently allow "about twenty-five perfons 
for each houfe , of every degree , we may fairly 
eftimate the inhabitants of Rome at twelve hun- 
dred thoufand : a number which cannot be thought 
exceffive for the capital of a mighty empire, 
though it exceeds the populoufnefs of the greateft 
cities of modern Europe 7 \ 

Such was the ftate of Rome under the reign of Firft fiege 
Honorius ; at the time when the Gothic army ofRo,Iie » 
formed the fiege, or rather the blockade , of the Goths, 
city 7i . By a skilful difpofition' of his numerous A.D.408. 
forces, who impatiently watched the moment of 
an afiault, Alaric encompafled the walls, com- 
manded the twelve principal gates, intercepted 
all communication with the adjacent country, 
and vigilantly guarded the navigation of the 
Tyber, from which the Romans derived the 
fureft and moft plentiful fupply of provifions. 
The firft emotions of the nobles , and of the 
people, were thofe of furprife and indignation, 
that a vile Barbarian should dare to infult the 
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chap, capital of the world: but their arrogance was 
xxxi. foon humbled by misfortune ; and their unmanly 
rage , inftead of being directed againft an erremy 
in arms, was meanly exercifed on a defenceless 
and innocent victim. Perhaps in the perfon of 
Serena , the Roman* might have refpected the 
niece of Theodofius , the aunt , nay even the 
adoptive mother , of the reigning emperor : but 
they abhorred the widow of Stilicho ; and they 
liftened with credulous paflion to the tale of 
calumny, which accufed her of maintaining a 
fecret and criminal correfpondence with the Go- 
thic invader. Actuated , or overawed , by the 
fame popular frenzy , the fenate , without requir- 
ing any evidence of her guilt, pronounced the 
fentence of her death. Serena was ignominiously 
ftrangled ; and the infatuated multitude were 
aftonished to find , that this cruel act of injustice 
did not immediately produce the retreat of the 
Famine. Barbarians , and the deliverance of the city. That 
unfortunate city gradually experienced die dif- 
trefs of fcarcity, and at length the horrid cala- 
mities of famine. The daily allowance of three 
pounds of bread was reduced to one-half, to one- 
third, to nothing; and the price of corn ftill 
continued to rjfe in a rapid and extravagant 
proportion. The poorer citizens, who were unable 
to purchafe the necefTaries of life , folicited the 
precarious charity of the rich; and for a while 
the public mifery was alleviated by the humanity 
of Laeta, the widow of the emperor Gratian , 
who had fixed her refidence at Rome , and 
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confecrated , to the ufe of the indigent, the chap. 
princely revenue, which she annually received XXXJ « 
from the grateful fucceflbrs of her husband 7 \ 
But thefe private and temporary donatives were 
infufficicnt to appeafe the hunger of a numerous 
people ; and the progrefs of famine invaded the 
marble palaces of the fenators themfelves. The 
perfons of both fexes, who had been educated 
in the enjoyment of eafe and luxury , difcovered 
how little is requifite to fupply the demands of 
nature ; and lavished their unavailing treafures of 
gold and filver , to obtain the coarfe and fcanty 
fuftenance which they would formerly have re- 
jected with difdain. The food the moft repugnant 
to fenfe or imagination, the aliments the moft 
unwholefome and pernicious to the conftitution, 
were eagerly devoured , and fiercely difputed , 
by the rage of hunger. A dark fufpicion was 
entertained , that fome defperate wretches fed on 
the bodies of their fellow-creatures, whom they 
had fecretly murdered; and even mothers (fuch 
was the horrid conflict of the two moft power- 
ful inftincts implanted by nature in the human 
breaft), even mothers are faid to have tafted the 
flesh of their slaughtered infant* 7S ! Many thou- 
sands of the inhabitants of Rome expired in their 
houfes, or in the ftreets, for want of fuftenance; 
and as the public fepulchres without the walls 
were in the power of the enemy , the ftench , 
which arofe from fo many putrid and unburied 
carcafles, infected the air; and the miferies of piague. 
famine were Succeeded and aggravated by the 
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chap, contagion of a peftilential difeafe. The afTur- 
xxxi. a nces of fpeedy and effectual relief , which were 
repeatedly tranfmitted from the court of Raven- 
na, fupported, for fome time, the fainting refo- 
lution of the Romans , till at length the defpair 
of any human aid tempted them to accept the 
superm- offers of a preternatural deliverance. Pompei- 
tion - anus , prefect of the city , had been perfuaded , 
by the art or fanaticifm of fome Tufcan diviners, 
that, by the myftcrious force of fpells and faeri- 
fices, they could extract the lightning from the 
clouds, and point thofe celeftial fires agaiuft the 
camp of the Barbarians 76 . The important fecret 
was communicated to Innocent , the bishop of 
k Rome ; and the fucceffor of St. Peter is accufed , 

perhaps without foundation , of preferring the 
fafety of the republic to the rigid feverity of the 
Chriftian worship. But when the queftion was 
agitated in the fenate ; when it was propofed , as 
an elfential condition , that thofe facriiices should 
be performed in the Capitol, by the authority, 
and in the prefence , of the magiftrates ; the ma- 
jority of that refpectable aflembly, apprehenfive 
either of the Divine, or of the Imperial , difplea- 
fure , lefufed to «join in an act , which appeared 
almoft equivalent to the public reftoration of 
Paganifm 77 . 

Aiaricac- The lafl: refource of the Romans was in the 
cepts a clemency , or at leaft in the moderation , of the 
andraifes king of the Goths. The fenate , who in this 
thefiege* emergency^ aflumed the fupreme powers of 
a. D.409. g 0vernmcnt ^ appointed two ambaffadors to 

negociate 

■ 
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negotiate with the enemy. This important truft chap. 
was delegated to Bafilius , a fenator , of Spanish XXXI# 
extraction , and already confpicuous in the adminif- % 
tration of provinces; ^nd to John, the flrft tri- 
bune of the notaries, who was peculiarly qualified, 
by his dexterity in bufinefs , as well as by his for- 
mer intimacy with the Gothic prince. When 
they were introduced into his prefence , they de- 
clared, perhaps in a more lofty ftyle than became 
their abject condition , that the Romans were 
refolved to maintain their dignity, either in peace 
or war; and that, if Alaric refufed them a fair 
and honourable capitulation , he might found his 

'trumpets, and prepare to give battle to an innu- 
merable people , exercifed in arms , and animated 

. by defpair. " The thicker the hay, the eaiiet 
„ it is mowed , " was the concife reply of the 
Barbarian ; and this ruftic metaphor was accom- 
panied by a loud and infulting laugh, expreflive 
of his contempt for the menaces of an unwarlike 
populace, enervated by luxury before they were 
emaciated by famine. He then condefcended to 
fix the ranfom, which he would accept as the 
price of his retreat from the walls of Rome : all 
the gold and filver in the city, whether it were 
the property of the ftate, or of individuals; all 
the rich and precious moveables ; and all the 
slaves who could prove their title to the name of 
Barbarians. The miniflers of the fenate prefum* 
ed to ask , in a modeft and fuppliant tone 4 " If 
„ fuch, O King, are your demands , what do 
„ you intend to leave us? " " Your lives; " 
Vol. V. Q, 
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chap, replied the haughty conqueror: they trembled, 
XXXL and retired. Yet before they retired, a short fuf- 

penfion of arms was granted , which allowed fome # 
time for a more temperate negociation. The 
ftern features of Alaric were infenfibly relaxed; 
.he abated much of the rigour of his terms; and 
at length confented to raife the (lege, on the im- 
mediate payment of five thoufand pounds of gold, 
of thirty thoufand pounds of filver, of four thou- 
fand robes of filk , of three thoufand pieces of 
fine fcarlet cloth , and of three thoufand pounds 
weight of pepper 7 '. But the public trcafury was 
exhaufted; the annual rents of the great eftatcs 
in Italy and the provinces , were intercepted by 
the calamities of war; the gold and gems had 
been exchanged, during the famine, for the vileft 
fuftenance; the hoards of fecret wealth were frill 
concealed by the obftinacy of avarice; and fome 
remains of confecrated fpoils afforded the only 
refource that could avert the impending ruin of 
the city. As foon as the Romans had fatisfied 
the rapacious demands of Alaric, they were re- 
flored , in fome meafure, to the enjoyment of 
peace and plenty. Several of the gates were 
cautiously opened ; the importation of provifions 
from the river, and the adjacent country, was no 
longer obftructed by the Goths ; the citizens 
reforted in crowds to the free market , which was 
held during three .days in the fuburbs ; and 
while the merchants who undertook this gainful 
trade , made a confiderable profit , the future fub- 
fiftence of the city was fecured by the ample 
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magazines which were dcpoGted in the public and chap. 
private granaries. A more regular difcipline , xxxl 
than could have been expected, was maintained 
in the camp of Alaric ; and the wife Barbarian 
juftified his regard for the faith of treaties , by the 
juft feverity with which he chaflifed a party of 
licentious Goths , who had infulted fome Roman 
citizens on the road to Oftia. His army, en- 
riched by the contributions of the capital , slowly 
advanced into the fair and fruitful province o£ 
Tufcany , where he propofed to eftablish his win- 
ter-quarters ; and. the Gothic ftandard became 
the refuge of forty thoufand Barbarian slaves, 
who had broke their chains, and afpired , under 
the command of their great deliverer, to revenge 
the injuries, and the difgrace, of their cruel fer- 
vitude. About the fame time , he received a 
more honourable reinforcement of Goths and 
Huns, whom Adolphus 79 , the brother of his wife, 
had conducted, at his preffing invitation, from 
the banks of the Danube to thofe of the Tyber ; 
and who had cut their way , with fome difficulty 
and lofs , through the fuperior numbers of the 
Imperial troops. A victorious leader , who unit- 
ed the daring fpirit of a Barbarian with the art 
and difcipline of a Roman general, was at the 
head of an hundred thoufand righting men ; and 
Italy pronounced , with terror and refpect , the 
formidable name of Alaric "\ 

At the diftance of fourteen centuries, we may ^™[ t c , . c R ft 
be fatisfied with relating the military exploits of t j«„< f ot 
the conquerors of Rome , without prcfuming to * eac «» 

Q 3 A.D. 4 «9, 
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chap, inveftigatc the motives of their political conduct. 

xxxi. j n t h e ra idft 0 f j^s apparent profperity, Alaric 
was confeious , perhaps , of fome fecret weaknefs , 
fome internal defect; or perhaps the moderation 
which he difplayed, was intended only to deceive 
and difarm the eafy credulity of the minifters of 
Honorius. The king of the Goths repeatedly 
declared , that it was his defire to be considered 
as the friend of peace , and of the Romans. Three 
fenators , at his earned requeft , were fent ambaf- 
fadors to the court of Ravenna, to folicit the 
exchange of hoftages, and the conclufion of the 
treaty ; and the propofals , which he more clearly 
expreffed during the courfe of the negociations , 
could only infpire a doubt of his fincerity , as 
they might feem inadequate to the ftate of his 
fortune. The Barbarian ftill afpired to the rank 
of mafter - general of the armies of the Weft ; he 
ftipulated an annual fubfidy of corn and money; 
and he chofe the provinces of Dalmatia , Nori- 
cum, and Venetia, for the feat of his new king- 
dom , which would have commanded the import- 
ant communication between Italy and the Da- 
nube. If thefe modeft terms should be rejected , 
Alaric shewed a difpofition to relinquish his pe- 
cuniary demands , and even to content himfelf 
with the poffeflion of Noricum; an exhaufted and 
impoverished country, perpetually expofed to the 
inroads of the Barbarians of Germany ,x . But the 
hopes of peace were difappointed by the weak 
obftinacy, or interefted views, of the minifter 
Olympius. Without liftenihg to the £alutary 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. a-tf 

remonftrances of the fenate , he difmifled their chap* 
ambalfadors under the conduct of a military ef- XX X ^ 
cort , too numerous for a retinue of honour, and 
too feeble for an army of defence. Six thoufand 
Dalmatians, the flower of the Imperial legions, 
were ordered to march from Ravenna to Rome , 
through an open country , which was occupied 
by the formidable myriads of the Barbarians. 
Thefe brave legionaries , encompafled and betray* 
ed , fell a facrificc to miniflcrial folly ; their gene- 
ral Valens, with an hundred foldiers , efcaped 
from the field of battle; and one of the ambaf- 
fadors, who could no longer claim the protection 
of the law of nations, was obliged to purchafe 
his freedom with a ranfom of thirty thoufand 
pieces of gold. Yet Alaric , in (lead of refenting 
this act of impotent hoftility , immediately renew- 
ed his propofals of peace : and the fecond embafly 
of the Roman fenate , which derived weight and 
dignity from the prefence of Innocent, bishop of 
the city, was guarded from the dangers of the 
xoad by a detachment of Gothic foldiers *\ 

Olympius M might have continued to infult change 
the jufl refentment of a people , who loudly ac- *"£ t fuc * K 
cufed him as the author of the public calamities; minut^. 
but his power was undermined by the fecret in- 
trigues of * the palace. The favourite eunuchs 
transferred the government of Honorius , and the 
empire , to Jovius , the Pnetorian prefect ; an 
unworthy fervant, who did not atone, by the 
merit of perfonal attachment , for the errors and 
misfortunes of his admin iftrat ion. The exile , or 
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chap, efcape, of the guilty Olympius, rcfervcd hirii for* 
XXXh njore viciffitudes of fortune : he experienced the 
adventures of an obfcure and wandering life ; 
he again rofe to power; he fell a fecond time 
into difgrace 5 his ears were cut off; he expired 
under the lash ; and his ignominious death afford- 
ed a grateful fpectacle to the friends of Stilicho. 
After the removal of Olympius , whofe character 
was deeply tainted with religious fanaticifm , the 
Paeans and heretics were delivered from the im- 
politic profcription , which excluded them from 
the dignities of the ftate. The brave Gcnnerid B * , 
a foldier of Barbarian origin , who dill adhered to 
the worship of his anceftors, had been obliged 
to lay afide the military belt : and though he 
was repeatedly allured by the emperor himfelf, 
that laws were not made for perfons of his rank 
or merit, he refufed to accept any partial difpen- 
fation , and perfevered in honourable difgrace 
till he had extorted a general act of juftice from 
the diftrefs of the Roman government. The 
conduct of Gennerid , in the important ftation , 
to which he was promoted or reftored , of mafter- 
general of Dalmatia , Pannonia , Noricum , and 
Rhsetia, feemed to revive the difcipline and 
fpirit of the republic. From a life of idlenefs 
and want , his troops were foon habituated to 
fevere exercife , and plentiful fubfiftence ; and his 
private generofity often fupplied the rewards, 
which were denied by the avarice , or poverty , 
of the court of Ravenna. The valour of Gcn- 
nerid , formidable to the adjacent Barbarians , was 
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the firmeft bulwark of the Illyrian frontier; and chap. 
his vigilant care aflifted the empire with a rein- XXXL 
forcement of ten thoufand Huns, who arrived 
<>n the confines of Italy ', attended by fuch a con- 
voy of provifions, and fuch a numerous train of v 
sheep and oxen , as might have been fufficient , 
not only for the march of an army , but for the 
fettlement of a colony. But the court and coun- 
cils of Honorius ftill remained a fcene of weak- 
nefs and diftraction , of corruption and anarchy, 
lnftigated by the prxfect Jovius , the guards rofe 
in furious mutiny, and .demanded the heads of 
two generals , and of the two principal eunuchs. 
The generals , under a perfidious proraife of fafe- 
ty, were fent on ship- board , and privately exe- 
cuted; while the favour of the eunuchs procured 
them a mild and fecure exile at Milan and Con- 
flantinople. Eufebius the eunuch, and the Bar- 
barian Allobich, fucceeded to the command of 
the bed-chamber and or the guards; and the mu- 
tual jealoufy of thefe fubordinate minifters was 
the caufe of their mutual deftruction. By the 
infolent order of the count of the dpmeftics , the 
great chamberlain was shamefully beaten to death 
with (ticks , before the eyes of the aftonished 
emperor ; and the fubfequent aflailination of 
Allobich , in the midft of a public proceffion , is 
the only circumftance of his life , in which Ho- 
norius difcovered the fainteft fymptom of courage 
or fefentment. Yet before they fell , Eufebius 
and Allobich had contributed their part to the 
ruiii of the empire , by oppofing the conciufioa 
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chap, of a treaty -which Jovius, from a felfish, andper- 
xxxi. haps a criminal , motive , had negociated with 
Alaric , in a perfonal interview under the walls of 
Rimini. During the abfence of Jovius, the em- 
peror was perfuaded to aflume a lofty tone of 
inflexible dignity, fuch as neither his fituation, 
nor his character, could enable him to fupport : 
and a letter , figned with the name of Honorius , 
was immediately difpatched to the Praetorian 
prefect, granting him a free permiffion to dif- 
pofe of the public money , but fternly refuting to 
proftitute the military honours of Rome to the 
proud demands of a Barbarian. This letter was 
imprudently communicated to Alaric himfelf; 
and the Goth , who in the whole tranfaction had 
behaved with temper and decency , exprefled , in 
the mod outrageous language , his lively fenfe of 
the infult fo wantonly offered to his perfon , and 
to his nation. The conference of Rimini was 
haftily interrupted ; and the prefect Jovius , on 
his return to Ravenna , was compelled to adopt , 
and even to encourage, the fashionable opinions 
of the court. By his advice and example , the 
principal officers of the ftate and army were 
obliged to fwear, Uiat, without liftening , in any 
circumftances , to any conditions of peace, they 
would ftill perfevere in perpetual and implacable 
war againft the enemy of the republic. This 
rash engagement oppofed an infuperable bar to 
Jill future negociation. The minifters of Hono*- 
:rius were heard to declare, that, if they had only 
invoked the name of the Deity , they would 
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confult the public fafety, and truft their fouls to 
the mercy of Heaven: but they had fworn, by 
the facred head of the emperor himfelf; they had 
touched, in folemn ceremony, that auguft feat of 
majefty and wifdom; and the violation of their 
oath would expofe them to the temporal penalties 
of facrilege and rebellion 

While the emperor and his court enjoyed , 
with fullen pride, the fecurity of the marshes and 
fortifications of Ravenna, they abandoned Rome, 
almoft without defence, to the refentment of 
Alaric. Yet fuch was the moderation which he 
ftill preferved , or affected , that , as he moved 
with his army along the FJaminian way, he fuc- 
ceflively difpatched the bishops of the towns of 
Italy to reiterate his offers of peace, and to con* 
jure the emperor , that he would fave the city 
and its inhabitants from hoflile fire, and the fword 
of the Barbarians Thefe impending calamities 
were however averted, not indeed by the wifdom 
of Honorius, but by the prudence or humanity 
of the Gothic king ; who employed a milder, 
though • not lefs effectual , . method of conqueft. 
Inftead of affaulting the capital , he fuccellively 
directed his efforts againft the Fort of Oftia, one 
of the boldeft and rooft ftupendous works of 
Roman magnificence ,7 . The accidents to which 
the precarious fubfiftence of the city was con- 
tinually expofed in a winter-navigation, and an 
open road, had fuggefted to the genius of the 
firft Caefar the ufeful defign , which was executed 
under the reign o£ Claudius. The artificial 
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chap* Honorius, accepted, with loud acclamations, the 
xxxl choice of the Roman fenate. At the head of a 
formidable army, Alaric conducted his royal car>. 
tive a 1 mo ft to the gates of Ravenna;- and a folemn 
cmbafiy of the principal minifters , of Jovius, 
the Praetorian prefect, of Valens, mafter of the 
cavalry and infantry, of the quarftor Potamius , 
and of Julian, the flrft of the notaries, was intro- 
duced, with martial pomp, into the Gothic 
camp. In the name of their fovereign , they 
consented to acknowledge the lawful election of 
his competitor, and to divide the provinces of 
Italy and the Weft between the two emperors. 
Their propofals were rejected with difdain; and 
the refufal was aggravated by the infulting cle- 
mency of Attalus, who condefcended to promife, 
that, if Honorius would inftantly refign the pur- 
ple, he should be permitted to pafs the remainder 
of his life in the peaceful exile of fome remote, 
island M . So defperate indeed did the fituation 
of the fon of Theodofius appear , to thofe who 
were the beft acquainted with his ftrength and 
refources, that Jovius and Valens, his minifter 
and his general , betrayed their truft , infamously 
deferted the finking caufe of their benefactor, and 
devoted their treacherous allegiance to the fervice 
of his more fortunate rival. Aftonished by fuch 
examples of domeftic treafon, Honorius trembled 
at the approach of every fervant , at the arrival 
of every meflenger. He dreaded the fecret ene- 
mies, who might luik in his capital, his palace, 
his bed-chamber ; and fome ships lay ready in 
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the harbour of Ravenna, to tranfport the abdi- chap« 
cated monarch to the dominions of his infant xxxl 
nephew, the emperor of the Eaft. 

But there is a Providence (fuch at leaft was the Heis«e. 
opinion of the hiftorian Procopius ") that watches A r la p i e c dby 
over innocence and folly; and the pretenfions of A.D.419. 
Honorius to its peculiar care cannot rcafonably 
be difputed. At the moment when his defpair, 
incapable of any wife or manly refolution, medi- 
tated a shameful flight, a feafonable reinforcement 
of four thoufand veterans unexpectedly landed in 
the port of Ravenna. To thefe valiant ftrangers, 
whofe fidelity had not been corrupted by the fac- 
tions of the court , he committed the walls and 
gates of the city ; and the slumbers of the empe- 
ror were no longer difturbed by the apprehenfion 
of imminent and internal danger. The favour- 
able intelligence which was received from Africa, 
fuddenly changed the opinions of men, and the 
flate of public affairs. The troops and officers, 
whom Attalus had fent into that province, were 
defeated and slain ; and the actrve zeal of Hera- 
clian maintained his own allegiance, and that of 
his people. The faithful count of Africa tranf- 
mitted a larg« fum of money, which fixed the 
attachment of the Impeiial guards ; and his vigi- 
lance, in preventing the exportation of corn and 
oil, introduced famine, tumult, and difcontent, 
into the walls of Rome. The failure of the 
African expedition, was the fource of mutual 
complaint and recrimination in the party of 
Attalus; and the mind of his protector was 
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chap, infenfibly alienated from the intereft of a pri 
xxxi. -who wanted fpirit to command, or docility to 
obey. The moft imprudent meafures were adopted » 
without the knowledge , or againft the advice , of 
Alaric; and the obftinate refufal of the fenate, 
to allow , in the embarkation , the mixture even 
of five hundred Goths , betrayed a fufpicious and 
diftruftful temper, which, in their fituation , was 
neither generous nor prudent. The refentment 
of the Gothic king was exafperated by the mali- 
cious arts of Jovius , who had been raifed to the 
rank of patrician , and who afterwards excufed his 
double perfidy , by declaring , without a blush , 
that he had only feemcd to abandon the fervice of 
Honorius, more effectually to ruin the caufe of 
the ufurper. In a large plain near Rimini , and 
in the prefence of an innumerable multitude of 
Romans and Barbarians , the wretched Attalus 
was publicly defpoiled of the diadem and purple j 
and thofe enfigns of royalty were fent by Alaric, 
as the pledge of peace and friendship , to the fon 
of Theodofius **. The officers who returned to 
their duty, were reinftated in their employments, 
and even the merit of a tardy repentance was 
graciously allowed : but the degraded emperor of 
the Romans , defirous of life , and infenfible of 
difgrace , implored the permiffion of following the 
Gothic camp , in the train of a haughty and ca- 
pricious Barbarian 9 \ 
Third fiege The degradation of A ttal us removed the only 
amifackof rea i obftacle to the conclufion of the peace; and 
thcGMhs, Alaric advanced within three miles of Ravenna, 
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toprefs the irrefolution of the Imperial minifters, chap; 
whofe infolence foon returned with the return of XXXI * 
fortune. His indignation was kindled by the Augt'aJ/* 
report, that a rival chieftain, that Sarus , the per- 
fonal enemy of Adolphus, and the hereditary foe 
of the houfe of Balti, had been received into the 
palace. At the head of three hundred followers, 
that fearlefs Barbarian immediately fa Hied from 
the gates of Ravenna ; furprifed, and cut in pieces, 
a confiderable body of Goths; re-entered the city 
in triumph ; and was permitted to infult his ad- 
verfary, by the voice of a herald, who publicly 
declared, that the guilt of Alaric had forever 
excluded him from the friendship and alliance of 
the emperor The crime and folly of the court 
of Ravenna was expiated , a third time , by the 
calamities of Rome. The king of the Goths, 
who no longer diflembled his appetite for plun- 
der and revenge , appeared in arms under the 
walls of the capital ; and the trembling fenate , 
without any hopes of relief, prepared, by a def- 
perate refiftance, to delay the ruin of their coun- 
try. But they were unable to guard againft the 
fecr^t confpiracy of their slaves and domeftics ; 
who, either from birth or intereft, were attached 
to the caufe of the enemy. At the hour of mid- 
night, the Salarian gate was filently opened , and 
the inhabitants were awakened by the tremen- 
dous found of the Gothic trumpet. Eleven hun- 
dred and fixty - three years after the foundation of 
Rome , the Imperial city wjiich had fubdued and 
civilifed fo confiderable a part of mankind , was 
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chap, delivered to the licentious fury of the tribes of 
xxxi. Germany and Scythia 97 . , 
feerpectof The proclamation of Alaric, when he forced his 
theGoihs entrance into a vanquished city, difcovered, how- 
chriftian ever , fome regard for the laws of humanity and 
religion. religion. He encouraged his troops boldly to 
feize the rewards of valour, and to enrich them- 
felves with the fpoils of a wealthy and effeminate 
people: but he exhorted them, at the fame time, 
to fpare the lives of the unrefifling citizens, and 
to refpect the churches of the apoftlcs St. Peter 
and St. Paul, as holy and inviolable fanctuaries. 
Araidft the horrors of a nocturnal tumult, feveral 
of the Ohriftian Goths difplayed the fervour of a 
recent converfion; and fome inftances of their 
uncommon piety and moderation are related, and 
perhaps adorned, by the zeal of ecclefiaftical 
writers While the Barbarians roamed through 
the city in queft of prey, the humble dwelling 
of an aged virgin , who had devoted her life to 
the fervice of the altar, was forced open by one 
of the powerful Goths. He immediately demand- 
ed, though in civil language, all the gold and 
filver in her polfeffion; and was aftonished ajt the 
readinefs with which she conducted him to a 
fplendid hoard of mafly plate, of the richeft ma- 
terials, and the moft curious workmanship. The 
Barbarian viewed with wonder and delight this 
valuable acquifition, till he was interrupted by 
a ferious admonition, addreffed to him in the 
following words: " Thefe, faid she, are the con- 
fecrated velfels belonging to St. Peter; if you 

n prefume 
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„ prefume to touch them, the facrilegious deed chap. 
35 will remain on your confcience. For my xx* 1 * 
„ part , I dare not keep what I am unable to 
„ defend. " The Gothic captain , ftruck with 
reverential awe, difpatched a meffenger to inform 
the king of the treafure which he had difcovered; 
and received a peremptory order from Alaric, 
that all the confecrated plate and ornaments 
should be transported, without damage or delay, 
to the church of the apoftle. From the extre- 
mity, perhaps , of the Quirinal hill, to the diflant 
quarter of the Vatican , a numerous detachment 
of Goths, marching in order of battle through 
the principal ftreets, protected, with glittering 
arms , the long train of their devout compa- 
nions, who bore aloft, On their heads, the facred 
veflels of gold and filver ; and the martial shouts 
of the Barbarians were mingled with the found of 
religious pfalmody. From all the adjacent houfes, 
a crowd of Chriftians haftened to join this edify- 
ing proceflion ; and a multitude of fugitives, 
without diftinction of age , or rank , or even of 
feet,, had the good fortune to efcape to the fe- 
cure and ho fpi table fanctuary of the Vatican. 
The learned work , concerning the City of God, 
was profefTedly compofed by St. Auguftin, to 
juftify the ways of Providence ; in the deftruction 
of the Roman greatnefs. He celebrates , with 
peculiar fatisfaction , this memorable triumph of 
Chrift; and infults his adverfaries , by challeng- 
ing them to produce fome firailar example , of a 
town take by ftorm, in which the fabulous gods 
Vol. V. R 
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chap, of antiquity had been able to protect either them- 
xxxi. felves, or their deluded votaries *\ 
Pillage In the fack of Rome , fome rare and extraor- 
andfireof binary examples of. Barbarian virtue had been 
defervedJy applauded. But the ho ! y precincts of 
the Vatican, and the apoftolic churches, could 
receive a very ^ froall -proportion of the Roman 
people: many thoufand warriours, more efpecially 
of the Huns , who ferved under ^the flandard of 
Alaric , were ftrangers to the name , or at leaft 
to the faith, of Chrift; and we may fufpect , 
without any breath of charity or candour, that 
in the hour of favage licence, when every paffion 
was inflamed, and every reftraint was removed, 
the precepts of the gofpel feldom influenced the 
behaviour of the Gothic Chriftians. The writers, 
the bed difpofed to exaggerate their clemency, 
have freely confeffed , that a cruel slaughter was 
made of the Romans ' 0o ; and that the ftreets of 
the city were filled with dead bodies, which 
remained without burial during the general con- 
fternation. The defpair of the citizens was fome- 
times converted into fury ; and whenever the 
Barbarians were provoked by oppofition , they 
extended the promifcuous maflacre to the feeble, 
the innocent , and the helplefs. The private 
revenge of forty* thoufand slaves was exercifed 
without pity or remorfe ; and the ignominious 
lashes, which they hid formerly received, were, 
washed away in the blood of the guilty , or ob- 
noxious , families. The matrons and virgins of 
Rome were expofed to injuries more dreadful, in 
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the apprchcnfion of chaftity, than death itfelf; chap, 
and the ecclefiaftical hiftorian has felected an XXXI * 
example of female virtue , for the admiration of 
future ages I01 . A Roman lady , of fingular beauty 
and orthodox faith , had excited the impatient 
dcfires of a young Goth , who , according to the 
fagacious remark of Sozomen, was attached to 
the Arian herefy. Exafperated by her obftinate 
refiflance, he drew his fword, and, with the angetf 
of a lover , slightly wounded her neck. The 
bleeding heroine ftill continued to brave his re- 
fentraent ; and to repel his love , till the ravishet 
defifted from his unavailing efforts , refpectfully* 
conducted her to the fanctuary of the Vatican, 
and gave fix pieces of gold to the guards of the 
church , on condition that they should reflore her 
inviolate to the arms of her husband. Such in- 
ftances of courage and generofity were not ex- 
tremely common. The brutal foldiers fatisfied 
their fcnfual appetites, without confulting either 
the inclination , or the duties , of their female 
captives : and a nice queftion of cafuiftry was 
feriously agitated , Whether thofe tender victims, 
who had inflexibly refufed their confent to the 
violation which they fuftained , had loft, by their 
misfortune , the glorious crown of virginity ,0 \ 
There were other lofles indeed of a more fub- 
ftantial kind^ and more general concern. It can- 
not be prefumed, that all the Barbarians were afc 
all times capable of perpetrating fuch amorous 
outrages; and the want of youth, or beauty, or 
chaftilty, protected the greateft part of the Ro- 
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chap, man women from the danger of a rape. But 
xxxi. avarice is an infatiate and univerfal paflion ; fince 
the enjoyment of almoft every object that can 
afford pleafure to the different taftes and tempers 
of mankind , may be procured by the pofleffion of 
wealth. In the pillage of Rome , a juft prefer- 
encc was given to gold and jewels , which con- 
tain the greateft value in the fmalleft compafs and 
Weight : but , after thefe portable riches had been 
removed by the more diligent robbers , the palaces 
of Rome were rudely ftripped of their fplendid 
and coftly furniture. The fide -boards of mafly 
plate, and the variegated wardrobe^ of filk and 
purple, were irregularly piled in the waggons, 
that always followed the march of a Gothic army. 
The moft exquifite works of art were roughly 
handled, or wantonly deftroyed : many a ftatue 
was melted for the fake of the precious materials ; 
and many a vafe, in the divifion of the fpoil, was 
shivered into fragments by the ftroke of a battle- 
axe. The acquifition of riches ferved only to 
ftimulate the avarice of the rapacious Barbarians, 
who proceeded, by threats, by blows, and by tor- 
tures , to force from their prifoners the confeflion 
of hidden treafure Vifible fplendour and ex- 
pence were alleged as the proof of a plentiful 
fortune : the appearance of poverty was imputed 
to a parfimonious difpofition ; and the obftinacy 
of fome mifers, who endured the moft cruel tor- 
ments before they would difcover the fecret 
object of heir affection, was fatal to many un- 
happy wretches, who expired under the lash, 
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for refilling to reveal their imaginary treafures. cha*. 
The edifices of Rome , though the damage has . 
been much exaggerated , received fome injury 
from the violence of the Goths. At their entrance 
through the Salarian gate, they tired the adjacent 
houfes to guide their march , and to diftract the 
attention of the citizens : the flames , which 
encountered no obftacle in the diforder of the 
night, confumed many private and public build- 
ings ; and the ruins of the palace of Sal lull **" 
remained , in the age of Juftinian , a {lately mo- 
nument of the Gothic conflagration l *\ Yet a 
contemporary hiftorian has obferved , that fire 
could fcarceJy con fume the enormous beams of 
folid brafs , and that the ftrength of man was in- 
fufficient to fubvert the foundations of ancient 
ftructures. Some truth may poflibly be conceal- 
ed in his devout affertion , that the wrath oF 
Heaven fupplied the imperfections of hoftile rage ; 
and that the proud Forum of Rome, decorated 
with the ftatues of fo many gods and heroes, was 
levelled in the duft by the ftroke of lightning 

Whatever might be the numbers, of equcftrian, Captives 
or plebeian rank , who perished in the ma fiacre of Jives!" 8 *" 
Rome , it is confidently affirmed , that only one 
fenator loft his life by the fword of the enemy 
But it was not eafy to compute the multitudes, 
who , from an honourable ftation , and a profper- 
ous fortune , were fuddenly reduced to the mifer- 
able condition of captives and exiles. As the 
Barbarians had more occafion for money than fqr 
slaves , they fixed , at a moderate price , the 
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chap, redemption of their indigent prifoners ; and the 
xxxi, ranfom was often paid by the benevolence of 
their friends, or the charity of ftrangers ,0 \ The 
captives , who were regularly fold , either in open 
market, or by private contract, would have le- 
gally regained their native freedom , which it was 
impoflGble for a citizen to lofe, or to alienate I ° 9 . 
But as it was foon difcovered, that the vindication 
of their liberty would endanger their lives ; and 
that the Goths, unlefs they were tempted to fell, 
might be provoked to murder, their ufelefs pri- 
foners ; the civil jurifprudence had been already 
qualified by a wife regulation , that they should be 
obliged to ferve the moderate term of five years, 
till they had difcharged by their labour the price 
of their redemption "\ The nations who in- 
vaded the Roman empire , had driven before 
them , into Italy , whole troops of hungry and 
affrighted provincials, lefs apprehenfive of fervi- 
tude than of famine. The calamities of Rome 
and Italy difperfed the inhabitants to the moft 
Jonely , the moft fecure , the moft diftant places 
of refuge. While the Gothic cavalry fpread ter- 
ror and defolation along the fea-coaft of Cam- 
pania and Tufcany , the little island of Igilium , 
feparated by a narrow channel from the Argen- 
tarian promontory , repulfed , or eluded , their 
hoftile attempts ; and at fo froall a diftance from 
Rome, great numbers of citizens were fccurely 
concealed in the thick woods of that fequeftered 
fpot l ". The ample patrimonies, which many 
fenatorian families poflelfed in Africa , invited 
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them, if they had time, and prudence, to efcape chap. 
from the ruin of their country; to embrace the XXXI » 
shelter of that hofpitable province. The mod iU 
luftrious of thefe fugitives was the noble and pious 
Proba 111 , the widow of the prefect Petronius. 
After the death of her husband , the moil power- 
ful fubject of Rome, she had remained at the head 
of the Anician family, and fucceflively fupplied, 
from her private fortune, the expence of the con- 
fuls-hips of her three fons. When the city was 
befieged and taken by the Goths, Proba fnp- 
ported , with Chriftian refignation, the lofs of im- 
menfe riches ; embarked in a fmall veflel , from 
whence she beheld , at fea , the flames of her 

■ 

burning palace, and fled with her daughter Laeta, 
and her grand-daughter , the celebrated virgin , 
Deraetrias, to the coaft of Africa. The benevo- 
lent profufion with which the matron diflributed 
the fruits, or the price, of her eftates, contributed 
to alleviate the misfortunes of exile and captivity. 
But even the family of Proba herfelf was not ex- 
empt from the rapacious oppreflion of Count 
Heraclian , who bafely fold, in matrimonial pro- 
ftitution , the nobleft maidens of Rome , to the luft 
or avarice of the Syrian merchants. Tho Italian 
fugitives were difperfed through the provinces , 
. along the coaft of Egypt and Afia, as far as Con- 
ftantinople and Jerufalem ; and the village of 
Bethlem, the folitary refidence of St Jerom and , 
his female converts , was crowded with illuf- 
trious beggars of either fex , and every age , who 
excited the public compaffion by the remembrance 
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chap, oi their paft fortune This awful cataflrophe 
xxxi. of Rome filled the aflonished empire with grief 
and terror. So interefting a contraft of greatnefe 
and ruin , difpofed the fond credulity of the 
people to deplore , and even to exaggerate , the 
afflictions of the queen of cities. The clergy, 
who applied to recent events the lofty metaphors 
of Oriental prophecy, were fometimes tempted to 
confound the deftruction#of the capital, and the 
difTolution of the globe, 
sack of There exifts in human nature a ftrong propenfity 
the^ro^s to depreciate tne advantages , and to magnif y the 
o/charies evils , of the prefent times. Yet , when the firft 
emotions had fubfided , and a fair eflimate was 
made of the real damage , the more learned and 
judicious contemporaries were forced to confefs , 
that infant Rome had formerly received more ef- 
fential injury from the Gauls , than she had now 
fuftained from the Goths in her declining age "\ 
The experience of eleven centuries has enabled 
pofterity to produce a much more fingular paral- 
lel ; and to affirm with confidence , that the ra- 
vages of the Barbarians, whom Alaric had led 
from the banks of the Danube , were lefs deftruc- 
tive , than the hoftilities exercifed by the troops 
of Charles the Fifth , a Catholic prince , who flyled 
himfelf Emperor of the Romans 11 5 . The Goths 
evacuated the city at the end of fix days , but 
Rome remained above nine months in the pof- 
feflion of the Imperialifts ; and every hour was 
flained by fome atrocious act of cruelty , luft , 
and rapine. The authority of Alaric preferved 
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fomc order and moderation among the ferocious chap. 
multitude , which acknowledged him for their XXXL 
leader and king: but the conftable of Bourbon 
had gloriously fallen in the attack of the walls; 
and the death of the general removed every re- 
ftraint of difciplinc, from an army which con- 
fided of three independent nations , the Italians , 
the Spaniards, and the Germans. In the begin- 
ning of the fixteenth century, the manners of 
Italy exhibited .a remarkable fcene of the depravity 
of mankind. They united the ianguinary crimes 
that prevail in an unfettled date of fociety , with 
the polished vices which fpring from theabufe of 
art and luxury: and the loofe adventurers, who 
had violated every prejudice of patriotifm and 
fuperflition to a (fault the palace of the Roman 
pontiff, mud deferve to be confidered as the mod 
profligate of the Italians. At the fame sera , the 
Spaniards were the terror both of the Old and 
New World : but their high - fpirited valour was 
difgraced by gloomy pride , rapacious avarice , 
and unrelenting cruelty. Indefatigable in the 
purfuit of fame and riches , they had improved , 
by repeated practice, the moft exquifite and ef- 
fectual methods of torturing their prisoners : 
many of the Caftillans , who pillaged Rome , were 
familiars of the holy inquifition ; and fome vo- 
lunteers, perhaps, were lately returned from the 
conqued of Mexico. The Germans were lefs cor- 
rupt than the Italians, lefs cruel than the Spa- 
niards; and the rudic, or even favage, afpect of 
thofe Tramontane warriours , often difguifed a Ample 
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and merciful difpofition. But they had imbibed, 
in the firft fervour of the reformation , the fpirit , 
as well as the principles , of Luther. It was their 
favourite amuiement to infult, or deflroy , the 
confecrated objects of Catholic fuperftition : they 
indulged , without pity , or rcmorfe, a devout 
hatred again ft the clergy of every denomination 
and degree, who form fo confiderable a part of 
the inhabitants of modern Rome ; and their fa- 
natic zeal might afpire to fubvert the throne of 
Antichiift, to purify, with blood and fire, the 
abominations of the fpiritual Babylon 

The retreat of the victorious Goths, who eva- 
cuated Rome on the fixth day 117 , might be the re- 
fult of prudence ; but it was not furely the effect 
of fear "\ At the head of an army, encumbered 
with rich and weighty fpoils , their intrepid leader 
advanced along the Appian way into the fouthern 
provinces of Italy, deftroying whatever dared to 
oppofe his paffage , and contenting himfelf with 
the plunder of the unrefifting country. The fate 
of Capua, the proud and luxurious metropolis of 
Campania , and which was refpected , even in its 
decay, as the eighth city of the empire - 1If , is bu- 
ried in oblivion; whilft the adjacent town of 
Nola 110 has been illuftrated , on this occafion , by 
the fanctity of Paulinus 111 , who was fucceflively 
a conful , a monk , and a bishop. At the age of 
forty , he renounced the enjoyment of wealth and 
honour , of fociety and literature , to embrace a 
life of folitude and pennance; and the loud ap- 
plaufe of the clergy encouraged him to defpife the 
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reproaches of his wordly friends , who afcribed chap. 
this defperate act to fofne diforder of the mind or XXXL 
body "\ An early and paffionate attachment de- 
termined him to fix his humble dwelling in one of 
the fuburbs of Nola , near the miraculous tomb 
of St. Fselix , which the public devotion had al- 
ready furrounded with five large and populous 
churches. The remains, of his fortune, and of his 
underftanding, were dedicated to the fervice of 
the glorious martyr ; whofe praife , on the day of 
his feftival , Paulinus never failed to celebrate by 
a folemn hymn ; and in whofe name he erected a 
fixth church, of fuperior elegance and , beauty, 
which was decorated with many curious pictures , 
from the Hiftory of the Old and new Teftament. 
Such affiduous zeal fecured the favour of the 
faint or at leaft of the people; and, after 
fifteen years retirement, the Roman conful was 
compelled to accept the bishopric of Nola, a few 
months before the city was inverted by the Goths. , 
During the fiege , fome religious perfons were 
fatisfied that they had feen , either in dreams or 
vifions , the divine form of their tutelar patron ; 
yet it foon appeared by the event, that Faelix 
wanted power, or inclination , to preferve the 
flock, of which he had formerly been the shep- 
herd. Nola was not faved from the general de- 
vastation "* ; and the captive bishop was pro- 
tected only by the general opinion of his inno- 
cence and poverty. Above four years elapfed 
from the fuccefsful invafion of Italy by the arms 
of Alaric , to the voluntary retreat of the Goths 
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chap, under the conduct of his fucceflbr Adolphus ; 
xxxi. anc | d u ri n g tne whole time , they reigned with- 
of Italy ty out controul over a country , which , in the opinion 
the Goths, of the ancients , had united ail the various excel- 
408^12. l enc ' es °f nature and art. The profperity , in- 
deed , which Italy had attained in the aufpicious 
age of the Antonines , had gradually declined 
with the decline of the empire. The fruits of a 
long peace perished under the rude grafp of the 
Barbarians ; and they themfelves were incapable 
of tailing the more elegant refinements of luxury, 
which had been prepared for the ufe of the foft 
and polished Italians. Each foldier , however , 
cla/med an ample portion of the fubftantial plenty, 
the corn and cattle , oil and wine , that was daily 
collected, and con fumed, in the Gothic camp; 
and the principal warriours infulted the villas , and 
gardens , once inhabited by Lucullus and Cicero , 
along the beauteous coaft of Campania. Their 
trembling captives , the fons and daughters of 
Roman fenators , prefented , in goblets of gold 
and gems, large draughts of Falernian wine, to 
the haughty victors ; who flretched their huge 
limbs under the shade of plane- trees " M , artificially 
difpofed to exclude the fcorching rays, and to 
admit the genial warmth , of the fun. Thefe 
delights were enhanced by the memory of paft 
hardships : the comparifon of their native foil , 
the bleak and barren hills of Scythia , and the 
frozen banks of the Elbe, and Danube, added 
new charms to the felicity of the Italian climate 
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Whether fame , or conqueft , or riches , were chap 
the object of Alaric , he purfued that object with xxxr. 
an indefatigable ardour, which could neither be Dea t h <>f 
quelled by adverfity, nor fatiated by fuccefs. No A.D.V10. 
fooner had he reached the extreme land of Italy , 
than he was attracted by the neighbouring pro- 
fpect of a fertile and peaceful island. Yet even 
the pofleflion of Sicily , he confidered only as an 
intermediate ftep to the important expedition , 
which he already meditated againft the continent 
of Africa. The ftreights of Rhegium and Mef- 
fina 1,7 are twelve miles in length , and , in the 
narroweft paffage , about one mile and a half 
broad ; and the fabulous monfters of the deep , 
the rocks of Scylla , and the whirlpool of Charib- 
dis , could terrify none but the moll timid and un. 
skilful mariners. Yet as Toon as the firft divifion 
of the Goths had embarked, a fudden tempeft 
arofe , which funk , or fcattered , many of the tranf- 
ports; their courage was daunted by the terrors 
of a new element ; and the whole defign was de- 
feated by the premature death of Alaric , which 
fixed , after a short il!nefs , the fatal term of his 
conquefts. The ferocious character of the Bar- 
barians was difplayed , in the funeral of a hero , 
whofe valour , and fortune , they celebrated with 
mournful applaufe. By the labour of a captive 
multitude, they forcibly diverted the courfe of 
the Bufentinus , a fmall river^ that washes the walls 
of Confentia. The royal fepulchre , adorned with 
the fplendid fpoils , and trophies , of Rome , was 
conftructed in the vacant bed; the waters were 
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then reflored to their natural channel; and the 

■~ - _ 

fecret fpot , where the remains of Alaric had been 
depofited , was for ever concealed by the inhuman 
maflacre of the prifoners, who had been employed 
to execute the work "\ 

The perfonal animofities, and hereditary feuds 
of the Barbarians , were fufpended by the flrong 
neceffity of their affairs ; and the brave Adolphus , 
the brother- in - law of the deceafed monarch , was 
unanimously elected to fucceed to his throne. 
The character and political fyftem of the new 
king of the Goths , may be beft underftood from 
his own converfation with an illuftrious citizen of 
NarbOnne ; who afterwards , in a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land , related it to St. Jerom , in the 
prefence of the hiftorian Orofius. " In the full 
5) confidence of valour and victory , I once afpired 
( faid Adolphus ) to change the face of the uni- 
verfe ; to obliterate the name of Rome ; to 
erect on its ruins the dominion of the Goths; 
,> and to acquire , like Auguftus , the immortal 
35 fame of the founder of a new empire. By re- 
„ peated experiments , I was gradually convinced , 
33 that laws are eflentially necefTary to maintain 
33 and regulate a well - conftituted ftate ; and that 
33 the fierce untractable humour of the Goths 
33 was incapable of bearing the falutary yoke of 
,3 laws , and civil government. From that mo- 
33 ment I propofed to myfelf a different object of 
33 glory and ambition ; and it is now my fincere 
33 wish, that the gratitude of future ages should 
33 acknowledge the merit of a ftranger , who 



35 



5) 



5> 
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„ employed the fword of the Goths, not to fub- chap. 
„ vert, but to reftore and maintain, the profperity xxx *- 
„ of the Roman empire " With thefe pacific 
views , the fucceffor of Alaric fufpended the ope- 
rations of war; and feriously negociated with the 
Imperial court a treaty of friendship and alliance. 
It was the interefl; of the minifters of Honorius , 
who were now releafed from the obligation of 
their extravagant oath , to deliver Italy from the 
intolerable weight of the Gothic powers ; and 
they readily accepted their fervice againft the 
tyrants and Barbarians , who infefted the pro- 
vinces beyond the Alps "\ Adolphus, afluming 
the character of a Roman general , directed his 
march from the extremity of Campania to the 
fouthern provinces of Gaul. His troops, either 
by force or agreement , immediately occupied the 
cities of Narbonne , Thouloufe, and Bourdeaux; 
and though they were repulfed by Count Boni- 
face from the walls of Marseilles , they foon ex- 
tended their quarters from the Mediterranean to 
the Ocean. The opprelfed proviucials might 
exclaim, that the miferable remnant, which the 
enemy had fpared, was cruelly ravished by their 
pretended allies ; yet fome fpecious colours were 
not wanting to palliate, or juftify, the violence 
of the Goths. The cities of Gaul , which they 
attacked, might perhaps be confidered as in a 
ftate of rebellion againft the government of Ho- 
norius : the articles of the treaty, or the fecret 
inftructions of the court , might fometimes be 
alleged in favour of the feeming ufurpations of 
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chap. Adolphus; and the guilt of any irregular, un- 
xxxi. fuccefsful, act of hoftility, might always be im- 
puted , with an appearance of truth , to the un- 
governable fpirit of a Barbarian hoft, impatient 
of peace or difcipline. The luxury of Italy had 
been lefs effectual to foften the temper , than to 
relax the courage , of the Goths; and they had 
imbibed the vices , without imitating the arts and 
inftitutions, of civilifed fociety ,, \ 
His mar- The profeffions of Adolphus were probably fin- 
riage with cere an( j fa attachment to the caufe of the re- 

Placidia 

a. D.4\i. public was fecured by the afcendant which a Ro- 
man princefs had acquired over the heart and un- 
derstanding of the Barbarian king. Placidia 1,1 , 
the daughter of the great Theodofius , and of 
Galla , his fecond wife , had received a royal edu- 
cation in the palace of Conftantinople ; but the 
eventful ftory of her life is connected with the re- 
volutions which agitated the Weftern empire un- 
der the reign of her brother Honorius. When 
Rome was firft inverted by the arms of Alaric , 
Placidia , who was then about twenty years of age , 
refided in the city ; and her ready confent to the 
death of her coufin Serena , has a cruel and un- 
grateful appearance, which, according to the cir- 
cumftances of the action , may be aggravated , or 
excufed, by the conftderation of her tender age IM . 
The victorious Barbarians detained, either as a 
hoftage or a captive u *, the filler of Honorius ; 
but , while she was expofed to the difgrace of 
following round Italy the motions of a Gothic 
camp, she experienced, however, a decent and 

refpectful 
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refpectful treatment. The authority of Jornandes, chap, 
who praifes the beauty of Placidia, may perhaps XXXI * 
be counterbalanced by the filence, the expreflive 
filence, of her flatterers: yet the fplendour of her 
birth , the bloom of youth , the elegance of man* 
ners , and the dexterous infmuation which she 
condefcended to employ, made a deep impreffion 
on the mind of Adolphus; and the Gothic king 
afpired to call himfelf the brother of the emperor. 
The minifters of Honorius rejected with difdain 
the propofal of an alliance, fo injurious to every 
fentiment of Roman pride ; and repeatedly urged 
the reftitution of Placidia , as an indifpenfable 
condition of the treaty of peace. But the daugh- 
ter of Theodofius fubmitted, without reluctance, 
to the delires of the conqueror, a young and va- 
liant prince, who yielded to Alaric in loftinefs of 
ftature, but who excelled in the more attractive 
qualities of grace and beauty. The marriage of 
Adolphus and Placidia ,,J was confummated be- 
fore the Goths retired from Italy; and the folemrt, 
perhaps the anniverfary, day of their nuptials was 
afterwards celebrated in the houfe of Ingenuus, 
one of the moft illuftrious citizens of Narbonne 
in Gaul. The bride , attired and adorned like a 
Roman emprefs , was placed on a throne of faate; 
and the king of the Goths, who affumed, on this 
occafion , the Roman habit , contented himfelf 
with a lefs honourable feat by her fide. The 
nuptial gift, which, according to the cuftom of 
his nation 11 V was offered to Placidia , confided 
of the rare and magnificent fpoils of her country. 
Vol. V. S 
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chap. Fifty beautiful youths, in filken robes, carried a 
$xxi. bafon in each hand ; and one of thefe bafons was 
filled with pieces of gold, the other with precious 
ftones of an ineftimable value. Attalus , fo long 
the fport of fortune, and of the Goths, was ap- 
pointed to lead the chorus of the Hymenxal 
long ; and the degraded emperor might afpire to 
the praife of a skilful raufician. The Barbarians 
enjoyed the infolence of their triumph; and the 
provincials rejoiced in this alliance, which tem- 
pered, by the mild influence of love and reafon, 
the 6erce fpirit of their Gothic lord n7 . 

The hundred bafons of gold and gems, pre- 
nelfurcsr f cnte d to Placidia at her nuptial feaft, formed an 
inconfiderable portion of the Gothic treafures; of 
which fome extraordinary fpecimens may be fe- 
lected from the hiftory of the fucceflbrs of Adol- 
phus. Many curious and coftly ornaments of 
pure gold, enriched with jewels, were found in 
their palace of Narbonne, when it was pillaged, 
in the fixth century, by the Franks: fixty cups, 
or chalices; fifteen patens, or plates, for the ufe 
of the communion; twenty boxes, or cafes, to 
hold the books of the gofpels ; this confecrated 
wealth 119 was diftributed by the fon of Clovis 
among the churches of his dominions, and his 
pious liberality feems to upbraid fome former fa- 
crilege of the Goths. They poffefTed , with more 
fecurity of confeience, the famous mijjorium*. or 
great dish for the fervice of the table, of mafTy 
gold, of the weight of five hundred pounds, and 
of far fuperior value, from the precious ftones, 
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the exquifite workmanship, and the tradition, chap. 
that it had been prefented by JEtius the patrician , xxxi. 
to Torifmond king of the Goths.' One of the 
fucceflbrs of Torifmond purchafed the aid of the 
French monarch by the promife of this magnifi- 
cent gift. When he was feated on the throne of 
Spain, he delivered it with reluctance to the am- 
bafladors of Dagobert; defpoiled them on the 
road ; ftipulated , after a long negociation , the 
inadequate ranfom of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold ; and preferved the mijjorium , as 
the pride of the Gothic treafury 1,9 , When that 
treafury, after the conqueft of Spain, was plun- 
dered by the Arabs, they admired, and they 
have celebrated, another object ftill more re- 
markable ; a table of confiderable fize , of one 
fingle piece of folid emerald 140 , encircled with 
three rows of fine pearls, fupported by three hun- 
dred and fixty-five feet of gems and maffy 
gold, and eftimated at the price of five hun- 
dred thoufand pieces of gold M \ Some portion 
of the Gothic treafures might be the gift of 
friendship , or the tribute of obedience : but the 
far greater part had been the fruits of war and 
rapine , the fpoils of the empire , . and perhaps of 
Rome. 

After the deliverance of Italy from the oppref- taws for 
. fion of the Goths, forae fecret counfellor was «i»e relief 
permitted, amidft the factions of the palace, to af ,dRoitie, 
heal the wounds of that afflicted country M \ By a A D - 
wife and humane regulation, the eight provinces 410 "~ 417 ' 
which had been the moft deeply injured f 
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chap, Campania, Tufcany, Picenum, Samnium, Apulia, 
XXXL Calabria, Bruttium, and Lucania, obtained an 
indulgence of five years: the ordinary tribute 
was reduced to one fifth, and even that fifth was 
deftined to redore, and fupport the ufeful inftitu- 
tion of 'the public pods. By another law, the 
lands, which had been left without inhabitants or 
cultivation, were granted, with fome diminution 
of taxes, to the neighbours who should occupy, 
or the drangers who should folicit them ; and the 
new pofleflbrs Were fecured againft the future 
claims of the fugitive proprietors. About the 
fame time, a general amnefty was published in the 
name of Honorius, to abolish the guilt and me- 
mory Of all the involuntary offences, which had 
been committed by his unhappy fubjects, during 
the term of the public diforder and calamity. 
A decent and refpectful attention was paid to the 
redoration of the capital; the citizens were en- 
couraged to rebuild the edifices which bad been 
dedroyed or damaged by hoftile fire; and extra- 
ordinary fupplies of corn were imported from 
the coaft of Africa. The crowds that fo lately 
fled before the fword of the Barbarians, were foon 
recalled by the hopes of plenty and pleafure ; and 
Albinus, prefect of Rome, informed the court, 
with fome anxiety and furprife; that, in a fingle 
day, he had taken an account of the arrival of 
fourteen thoufand ftrangers In lefs than 

feven years, the veftiges of the Gothic invafion 
were aimed obliterated; and the city appeared to 
refume its former fplendour and tranquillity. The 
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Venerable matron replaced her crown of laurel , chap 

which had been ruffled by the dorms of war; and XXXL 
was ftill am u fed, in the iaft moment of her decay, 
with the prophecies of revenge, of victory, and 
of eternal dominion ,4 \ 

This apparent tranquillity was fodn difturbed ? c ; olta r n 

* » * { defeat of 

by the approach of an hoftile armament from the Heracitan 
country which afforded the daily fubfiftence of A ° f "^ of 
the Roman people. Heraclian, count of Africa, a. 0.411. 
who , under the moft difficult and diftrefsful cir- 
curaftances, had fupported , with active loyalty, 
the caufe of Honorius , was tempted , in the year 
of his confulship, to aflume the character of a re- 
bel, and the title of emperor. The ports of Africa 
were immediately rilled with the naval forces, at 
the head of which he prepared to invade Italy: 
and his fleet, when it caft anchor at the mouth of 
the Tyber, indeed furpafTed the fleets of Xerxes 
and Alexander, if all the veflels, including the 
royal galley, and the fmalleft boat, did actually 
amount to the incredible number of three thou- 
sand two hundred ,4J . Yet with fuch an arma- 
ment, which might have fubverted, or reftored, 
the greateft empires of the earth, the African 
ufurper made a very faint and feeble impreffion 
on the provinces of his rival. As he marched 
from the port, along the road which leads to the 
'gates of Rome , he was encountered , terrified , 
and routed, by one of the Imperial captains; and 
the lord of this mighty holt, deferting his for- 
tune and his friends, ignominiously fled with a 
fingle ship ,4 \ When IJeraclian landed in the 
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cnAP. harbour of Carthage, he found that the whole 
xxxi. province, difdaining fuch an unworthy ruler, had 
returned to their allegiance. The rebel was be- 
headed in the ancient temple of Memory; his 
confulship was abolished 147 ; and the remains of 
his private fortune, not exceeding the moderate 
fum of four thoufand pounds of gold , were 
granted to the brave Conftantius, who had already 
defended the throne , which he afterwards shared 
with his feeble fovereign. Honorius viewed, 
with fupine indifference , the calamities of Rome 
and Italy M *; but the rebellious attempts of At- 
talus and Heraclian, againft his perfonal fafety, 
awakened , for a moment , the torpid inftinct of 
his nature. He was probably ignorant of the 
caufes and events which preferved him from thefc 
impending dangers ; and as Italy was no longer 
invaded by any foreign or domeftic enemies , he 
peaceably exifted in the palace of Ravenna, while 
the tyrants beyond the Alps were repeatedly van- 
quished in the name , and by the lieutenants, of 
the fon pf Theodofius ,4 \ In the courfe of a bufy 
and interefling narrative, I- might poffibly forget 
to mention the death of fuch a prince : and I shall 
therefore take the precaution of obferving, in 
this place, that he furvived the laft fiege of Rome 
about thirteen years. 
Bevoia- The ufurpation of Conftantine, who received 
o ni and ^ P ur P^ c ^ rom tne fegions 0 f Britain, had been 
Spain, fuccefsful; and feemed to be fecure. His title 
a. d. was acknowledged , from the wall of Antoninus 
A ° 9 4I3 ' to the columns of Hercules; and, in the midfl 
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of the public diforder, he shared t^ie dominion, cHAft 
and the plunder, of* Gaul and Spain, with the XXXR 
tribes of Barbarians , whofe deflructive progrefs 
•was no longer checked by the Rhine or Pyrenees- 
Stained with the blood of the kinfmen of Hono- 
rius, he extorted,' from the court of Ravenna, 
with which he fecretly correfponded , the ratifica- 
tion of his rebellious claims. Conftantine en- 
gaged himfelf, by a folemn promife, to deliver 
Italy from the Goths; advanced as far as the 
banks of the Po; and after alarming, rather than 
affifting, his pufillanimous ally, haftily relumed to 
the palace of Aries, to celebrate, with intemperate 
luxury, his vain and oftentatious triumph. But 
this tranfient profperity was foon interrupted and 
deftroyed by the revolt of count Gerontius, the 
braveft of his generals; who, during the abfence 
of his fon Conftans, a prince already inveiled 
with the Imperial purple, had been left to com- 
mand in the provinces of Spain. For fome rea- 
fon, of which we are ignorant, Gerontius, inftead 
of afluming the diadem , placed it on the head of 
his friend Maximus, who fixed his refidence ae 
Tarragona , while the active count .prefled for- 
wards , through the Pyrenees , to furprife the two 
emperors , Conftantine and Conftans , before they 
could prepare for their defence. The fon was 
made prifoner at Vienna, and immediately put to 
death; and the unfortunate youth had fcarcely 
lei fu re to deplore the elevation of his family; 
which had tempted, or compelled him, facrilc-* 
giously to defer t the peaceful obfeurity of the 
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chap, monadic life. The father maintained a fiege within 
**** the walls of Aries; but thofe walls muft have 
yielded to the affailants, had not the city been 
unexpectedly relieved by the approach of an Ita- 
lian army. The name of Honorius, the procla- 
mation of a lawful emperor, aftonished the con- 
tending parties of the rebels. Gerontius, aban- 
doned by his own troops , efcaped to the confines 
of Spain , and refcued his name from oblivion , 
\>y the Roman courage which appeared to ani- 
mate the laft moments of his life. In the middle 
of the night, a great body of his perfidious fol- 
diers furrounded, and attacked his houfe, which 
he had ftrongly barricaded. His wife, a valiant 
friend of the nation of the Alani, and fome faith- 
ful slaves , were flill attached to his perfon ; and 
he ufed, with fo much skill and refolution, a 
large magazine of darts and arrows, that above 
three hundred of the affailants loft their lives' in 
the attempt. His slaves, when all the miffile 
weapons were fpent , fled at the dawn of day ; 
and Gerontius, if he had not been reftrained by 
conjugal tendernefs, might have imitated their 
example ; till the foldiers , provoked by fuch ob- 
jlinate refiftance , applied fire on ail fides to the 
Jioufe. In this fatal extremity, he complied with 
the requeft of his Barbarian friend , and cut off 
his head. The wife of Gerontius, who conjured f 
him not to abandon her to a life of mifery and 
difgrace, eagerly prefented her neck to his fword ; 
and the tragic fcene was terminated by the death 
pf the count himfelf , who , after three ineffectual 
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ftrokes , drew a short dagger , and sheathed it in chap. 
his heart l$ \ The unprotected Maximus, whom xxx *" ; 
he had invefted with the purple, was indebted 
for his life to the contempt that was entertained 
t of his power and abilities. The caprice of the 
Barbarians, who ravaged Spain, once more feated 4 
this Imperial phantom on the throne: but they 
foon refigned him to the juftice of Honorius; and 
the tyrant Maximus, after he had been shewn to 
the people of Ravenna and Rome, was publicly 
executed. 

The general , Conftantius was his name , who character 
raifed by his approach the fiege of Aries, and 
diflipated the troops of Gerontius, was born a general 
Roman : and this remarkable diftinction is ftrongly ^ {Ua " 
expreflive of the decay of military fpirit among 
the fubjects of the empire. The ftrength and 
majefty which were confpicuous in the perfbn of 
that general k$l , marked him, in the popular 
opinion, as a candidate worthy of the throne, 
; which he afterwards afcended. In the familiar 
intercourfe of private life, his manners were 
cheerful and engaging : nor would he fometimes 
difdain, in the licence of convivial mirth, to vie 
with the pantomimes themfelves, in the exercifes 
of their ridiculous profeffion. But when the trum- 
pet fummoned him to arms ; when he mounted 
his horfe,, and, bending down (for fuch was 
his lingular practice ) almoft upon the , neck , 
fiercely rolled his large animated eyes round the 
field, Conftantius then ftruck terror into his foes, 
and infpired his foldiers with the aflurance of 
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chap, victory. He had received from the court of Ra- 
xxxi. ven na the important commiflion of - extirpating 
rebellion in the provinces of the Weft; and the 
pretended emperor Conftantine , after enjoying a 
short and anxious refpite, was again beiieged in 
• his capital by the arras of a more formidable 
enemy. Yet this interval allowed time for a 
fuccekful negociation with the Franks and Ale- 
manni ; and his ambaflador , Edobic , foon re- 
turned , at the head of an army , to difturb the 
operations of the fiege of Aries. The Roman 
general , inftead of expecting the attack in his 
lines, boldly, and perhaps wifely , refolved to pafs 
the Rhone , and to meet the Barbarians. His 
meafures were conducted with fo much skill and 
fecrecy , that , while they engaged the infantry of 
Conftantius in the front , they were fuddenly at- 
„ tacked , furrounded , and deftroyed by the cavalry 
of his lieutenant Ulphilas , who had filently 
gained an advantageous poft in their rear. The 
remains of the army of Edobic were preferved by 
flight or fubmiffion, and their leader efcaped from 
the field of battle to the houfe of a faithlefs friend ; 
who too clearly underftood , that the head of his 
obnoxious gueft would be an acceptable and lu- 
crative prefent for the Imperial general. On this 
occafion , Conftantius behaved with the magna- 
nimity of a genuine Roman. Subduing^ or fup- 
prefling , every fentiment of jealoufy , he publicly 
acknowledged the merit and fervices of Ulphilas : 
but he turned with horror from the aflaflin of 
Edobic; and fternly intimated his commands, 
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that the camp should no longer be polluted by 
the prefence of an ungrateful wretch, who had 
violated the laws of friendship and hofpitality. 
The ufurper , who beheld , from the walls of Aries , 
the ruin of his lad hopes, was tempted to place 
fome confidence in fo generous a conqueror. He 
required a folemn promife for his fecurity; and 
after receiving , by the impofition of hands , the 
facred character of a Chriftian Presbyter , he ven- 
tured to open the gates of the city. But he foon 
experienced, that the principles of honour and 
integrity , which might regulate the ordinary 
conduct of Conftantius, were fuperfeded by the 
loofe doctrines of political morality. The Ro- Death of 
man general, indeed, refufed to fully his laurels the ufurper 
with the blood of Conftantine ; but the abdicated 
emperor , and , his fon Julian , were fent under a 
ftrong guard into Italy ; and before they reached 
the palace of Ravenna , they met the minifters of 
death. 

At a time when it was univerfally confefled, 
that almoft every man in the empire was fu peri or 
in perfonal merit to the princes whom the acci- 
dent of their birth had feated on the throne, a 
rapid fucceffion of ufurpers , regardlefs of the fate 
of their predeceffors , ftill continued to arife. 
This mifchief was peculiarly felt in the provinces 
of Spain and Gaul, where the principles of order 
and obedience had been extinguished by war and 
rebellion. Before Conftantine refigned the pur- 
ple, and in the fourth month of the fiege of Aries, 
intelligence was received in the Imperial camp, 
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chap, that Jovinus had affumed the diadem at Mentz, 
in the Upper Germany , at the inftigation of 
Goar, king of the Alani, and of Guntiarius, 
king of the Burgundians; and that the candidate, 
on whom they had beftowed the empire , ad- 
vanced , with a formidable hoft of Barbarians , 
from the banks of the Rhine to thofe of the 
Rhone. Every circumftance is dark and extraor- 
dinary in the short hiftory of the reign of Jovinus, 
It was natural to expect, that a brave and skilful 
general, at the head of a victorious army, would 
have aflerted , in a field of battle , the juftice of 
the caufe of Honorius. The hafty retreat of 
Conftantius might be juftificd by weighty rea* 
fons; but he refigned , without a ftruggle , the 
poffeflion of Gaul : and Dardanus , the Praetorian 
prxfect, is recorded as the only magiftrate, who 
refufed to yield obedience to the ufurper ts \ 
When the Goths , two years after the fiege of 
Rome, eftablished their quarters in Gaul, it was 
natural to fuppofe that their inclinations could be 
divided only between the emperor Honorius , 
9 with whom they had formed a recent alliance, 
and the degraded Attalus, whom they referved 
in their camp for the occafional purpofe of acting 
the part of a mufician or a monarch. Yet in a 
moment of difguft (for which it is not eafy to 
affign a caufe, or a date), Adolphus connected 
« himfelf with the ufurper of Gaul ; and impofed 

on Attalus the ignominious task of negociating 
the treaty , which ratified his own difgrace. We 
are again furprifed to read , that , inftead of 
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confidering the Gothic alliance as the firmed fup- chap, 
port of his throne, Jovinus upbraided, in dark and xx xi ^ 
ambiguous language , the officious importunity 
of Attalus ; that , fcorning the advice of his great 
ally , he invefted with the purple his brother Se- 
baftian; and that he mod imprudently accepted 
the fervice of Sarus , when that gallant chief, the 
foldier of Honorius , was provoked to defert the 
court of a prince , who knew not how to reward , 
or punish. Adolphus, educated among a race o£ 
warriours , who efteemed the duty of revenge as 
the moft precious and facred portion of their in- 
heritance , advanced with a body of ten thou fan d 
Goths to encounter the hereditary enemy of the 
houfe of Balti. He attacked Sarus at an un- 
guarded moment , when he was accompanied only 
by eighteen or twenty of his valiant followers. 
United by friendship, animated by defpair, but 
at length opprefled by multitudes , this band of 
heroes deferved the efteem, without exciting the 
com pa (lion , of their enemies ; and the lion was 
no fooner taken in the toils tss , than he was in- 
ftantly difpatched. The death of Sarus diflblved 
the loofe alliance which Adolphus {till maintained 
with the ufurpers of Gaul, He again liftened to 
the dictates of love and prudence ; and foon fa- 
tisfied the brother of Placidia , by the a flu ranee 
that he would immediately tranfmit, to the pa- 
lace of Ravenna, the heads of the two tyrants, 
Jovinus and Sebaflian. The king of the Goths 
executed his promife without difficulty or delay : 
the helplefs brothers, unfppportea* by anyperfonal 
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chap, merit, were abandoned by their Barbarian 
xxxi. auxiliaries ; and the short oppofition of Valentia 
was expiated by the ruin of one of the nobleft 
cities of Gaul. The emperor , chofen by the 
Roman fenate , who had been promoted , de- 
graded , infulted , reftored , again degraded , and 
again infulted , was finally abandoned to his fate : 
but when the Gothic king withdrew his protec- 
tion, he was reftrained, by pity or contempt, 
from offering any violence to the perfon of At- 
talus. The unfortunate Attalus, who was left 
without fubjects or allies , embarked in one of the 
ports pf Spain , in fearch of fome fecuxe and fo- 
litary retreat : but he was intercepted at fea , con- 
ducted to the prefence of Honorius , led in tri- 
umph through the ftreets of Rome or Ravenna , 
and publicly expofed to the gazing multitude, 
on the fecond ftep of the throne of his invincible 
conqueror. The fame meafure of punishment, 
with which , in the days of his profperity , he was 
accufed of menacing his rival , was inflicted on 
Attalus himfelf : he was condemned , after the 
amputation of two fingers, to a perpetual exile 
in the isle of Lipari , where he was fupplied with 
the decent neceflaries of life. The remainder of 
the reign of Honorius was undiflurbed by rebel- 
lion ; and it may be obferved , that , in the fpace 
of five years, feven ufurpers had yielded to the 
fortune of a prince, who was himfelf incapable 
either of counfel or of action, 
jnvafion of The fituation of Spain , feparated , on all fides, 
Spain from the enemies of Rome, by the fea, by* the 
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mountains, and by intermediate provinces, bad chap. 
fecured the long tranquillity of that gemote and 
fequeftered country; and we may obferve , as a vandals/ 
fure fymptom of domeftic happinefs , that, in a ^ i ^ t '* 
period of four hundred years , Spain furnished oct/13. 
very few materials to the hiftory of the Roman 
empire. The footfteps of the Barbarians, who, 
in the reign of Gallienus , had penetrated beyond 
the Pyrenees , were foon obliterated by the return 
of peace ; and in the fourth century of the Chrif- 
tian sera, the cities of Emerita or Merida , of 
Corduba , Seville , Bracara , and Tarragona , were 
numbered with . the moft illuftrious of the Roman 
world.* The various plenty of the animal, the 
vegetable , and the mineral kingdoms , was im- 
proved and manufactured by the skill of an in- 
duftrious people; and the peculiar advantages of 
naval (lores contributed to fupport an extenfive 
and profitable trade M \ The arts and fciences 
flourished under the protection of the emperors; 
and if the character of the Spaniards was enfee- 
bled by peace and fervitude , the hoftile approach 
of the Germans , who had fpread terror and de- 
folation from the Rhine to the Pyrenees , feemcd 
to rekindle fome fparks of military ardour. As 
long as the defence of the mountains was en- 
truftcd to the hardy and faithful militia of the 
country , they fuccefsfully repelled the frequent 
attempts of the Barbarians. But no fooner had 
the national troops been compelled to refign their 
poft to the Honorian bands, in the fervice of 
Conftantinc ; than the gate? of Spain were 
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treacherously betrayed to the public enemy, about 
ten months before the fack of Rome by the 



Goths confcioufnefs of guilt, and the 

thirft of rapine, prompted the mercenary guards 
of the Pyrenees to defert their ftation ; to invite^ 
the arms of the Suevi , the Vandals , and the 
Alani ; and to fweli the torrent which was poured 
with irrefiftible violence from the frontiers of 
Gaul to the fea of Africa. The misfortunes of 
Spain may be defcribed in the language of its 
moft eloquent hiftorian, who has concifely ex- 
preffed the paflionate, and perhaps exaggerated, 
declamations of contemporary writers 15 *. cc The 
5, irruption of thefe nations was followed by the 
» moft dreadful calamities: as the Barbarians 
„ exercifed their indiscriminate cruelty on the 
3) fortunes of the Romans and the Spaniards ; 
*j and ravaged with equal fury .the cities and the 
„ open country. The progrefs of famine re- 
» duced the miferable inhabitants to feed on the 
» flesh of their fellow-creatures; and even the 
53 wild beads, who multiplied, without controul, 
n in the defert, were exafperated, by the tafle 
* of blood, and the impatience of hunger, boldly 
,5 to attack and devour their human prey. Pef- 
5, tilence foon appeared , the infeparable compa- 
3> nion of famine ; a large proportion of the peo- 
53 pie was fwept away; and* the groans of the 
53 dying excited only the envy of their furviving 
yy friends. At length the Barbarians, fatiated 
J, with carnage and rapine, and afflicted by the 
» contagious evils which they themfelves had 
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„ introduced, fixed their permanent feats in the chap. 
,5 depopulated country. The ancient Gallicia , xxxi. 
3, whofe limits included the kingdom of Old 
» Caftille , was divided between the Suevi and 
, f the Vandals ; the Alani were fcattered over the 
„ provinces of Carthagena and Lufitania, from 
3, the Mediterranean to the Atlantic Ocean; and 
,5 the fruitful territory of Boetica was allotted to 
w the Silingi , another branch of the Vandalic 
„ nation. After regulating this partition , the con- 
„ querors contracted with their new fubjects fome 
i) reciprocal engagements of protection and obe- 
„ dience : the lands were again cultivated ; and 
„ the towns and villages were again occupied by 
„ a captive people. The greateft part of the Spa- 
M niards was even difpofed to prefer this new 
,3 condition of poverty and barbarifm , to the 
„ feverc oppreflions of the Roman government: 
„ yet there were many who ftill afTerted their 
„ native freedom; and who refufed, more efpe- 
„ cially in the mountains of Gallicia , to fubmit 
to the Barbarian yoke M7 . " 

The important prefent of the heads of Jovinus Adotphtts, 
and Sebaftian , had approved the friendship of o" t *° ftlli 
Adolphus, and reftored Gaul to the obedience of marches 
his brother Honorius. Peace was incompatible * A nt ° sp**"* 
with the fituation and temper of the king of the ' *' 
Goths. He readily accepted the propofal of turn- 
ing his victorious arms again ft. the Barbarians of ' 
Spain: the troops of Conftantius intercepted his 
communication with the fea-ports of Gaul, and 
gently prefled his march towards the Pyrenees 
Vol. V. T 



Digitized by Google 



290 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

pHAP. he paflcd the mountains, and' furprifed, in the 
xxxl name 0 f the emperor, the city of Barcelona. The 
fondnefs of Adolphus for his Roman bt ide, was 
not abated by time or pofTeflion ; and the birth 
of a fon, furnamed, from his illuflrious grandfire, 
Theodofius, appeared to fix him for ever in the 
intereft of the republic. The lofs of that infant, 
whofe remains were depofued in a filver coffin 
in one of the churches near Barcelona, afflicted 
his parents ; but the grief of the Gothic king was 
fufpended by the labours of the field; and the 
courfe of his victories was foon interrupted by 
domcftic treafon. He had imprudently received 
into his fervice one of the followers of Sarus; a 
Barbarian of a daring fpirit, but of a diminutive 
ftature; whofe fecret defire of revenging the death 
of his beloved patron , was continually irritated 
His death* by the farcafms of his infolent mafler. Adolphus 

Aoguft 4M was ^ffi^ted m tne palace of Barcelona; the 
laws of the fucceffion were violated by a tumul- 
tuous faction ,s * ; and a ftranger to the royal 
race, Singeric, the brother of Sarus himfelf , was 
feated on the Gothic throne. The firft act of 
lis reign was the inhuman murder of the fix 
children of Adolphus , the iflue of a former 
marriage, whom he tore, without pity, from 
the feeble arms of a venerable bishop lt \ The 
unfortunate Placidia , inftead of the refpectful 
companion, which she might have excited in the 
mod favage breafls , was treated with cruel and 
wanton infult. The daughter of the emperor 
Theodofius , confounded among a crowd of 
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vulgar captives, was compelled to march on foot chap* 
above twelve miles , before the horfe of a Bar- XXXI « 
barian , the aflaflin of an husband whom Placidia 
loved and lamented " x . 

But Placidia foon obtained the pleafure of re- The Goths 
venge; and the view of her ignominious fuffer- co " q r ^ r org 
ings might roufe an indignant people againft the Spain, 
tyrant, who was aflaflinated on the feventh day of 
his ufurpation. After the death of Singeric, the free 
choice of the nation beftowed the Gothic fceptre 
on Walliaj whofe warlike and ambitious temper 
appeared, in the beginning of his reign, extremely 
hoftile to the republic. He marched , in arms , 
from Barcelona to the shores of the Atlantic* 
Ocean , which the ancients revered and dreaded 
as the boundary of the world. But when he 
reached the Southern promontory of Spain 1(1 , 
and, from the rock now covered by the fortrefa 
of Gibraltar, contemplated the neighbouring and 
fertile coaft of Africa, Wallia refumed the defigns 
of conqueft , which had been interrupted by the 
death of Alaric. The winds and waves again 
difappointed the enterprise of the Goths; and 
the minds of a fuperftitious people were deeply 
affected by the repeated difafters of ftorms and 
shipwrecks. In this difpofition , the fucceffor of 
Adolphus no longer refufed to liften to a Roman 
ambafTador, whofe propofals were enforced by 
the real , or fuppofed , approach of a numerous 
army, under the conduct of the brave Conftan- 
tius. A folemn treaty was ftipulated and obferved : 
Placidia was honourably reftored to her brother * 

T 9 
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chap, fix hundred thou fa nd meafures of wheat were 
XXXI « delivered to the hungry Goths 2 "; and Wallia 
engaged to draw his fword in the fervice of the 
empire. A bloody war was inftantly excited 
among the Barbarians of Spain; and the con- 
tending princes are faid to have addreffed their 
letters, their ambaffadors , and their hoftages, to 
the throne of the W cftern emperor , exhorting 
him to remain a tranquil fpectator of their contefl; 
the events of which mufl be favourable to the 
Romans, by the mufual slaughter of their common 
enemies "\ The Spanish war was obftinately 
fupported, during three campaigns, with defper- 
ate valour , and various fuccefs ; and the martial 
atchievements of Wallia diffufed through the 
empire the fuperior renown of the Gothic hero. 
He exterminated the Silingi, who had irretriev- 
ably ruined the elegant plenty of the province 
of Boetica. He slew , in battle , the king of the 
Alani ; and the remains of thofe Scythian wander- 
ers , who efcaped from the field , inftead of 
chufing a new leader, humbly fought a refuge 
under the ftandard of the Vandals, with whom 
they were ever afterwards confounded. The 
Vandals themfelves, and the Suevi, yielded to 
the efforts of the invincible Goths. The promif- 
cuous multitude of Barbarians, whofe retreat had 
been intercepted, were driven into the mountains 
of Gallicia ; where they ftill continued , in a 
'narrow compafs, and on a barren foil, to exercife 
their domeftic and implacable hoftilities. In the 
pride of victory , Wallia was faithful to his 
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engagements: he reflored his Spanish conquefts chap. 
to the obedience of Honorius ; and the tyranny xxxi. 
of the Imperial officers foon reduced an opprefled 
people to regret the time of their Barbarian fer- 
vitude. While the event of the war was fttll 
doubtful , the firft advantages obtained by the 
arms of WalJia , had encouraged the court of 
Ravenna to decree the honours of a triumph to 
their feeble fovereign. He entered Rome like the 
ancient conquerors of nations; and if the monu- 
ments of fervile corruption had not long fince met 
with the fate which they deferved, we should 
probably find that a crowd of poets, and orators, 
of magiftrates, and bishops, applauded the fortune, 
the wifdom, and the invincible courage, of the 
emperor Honorius x ' f . 

Such a triumph might have been juftly claimed ™hmenT 
by the ally of Rome, if Wallia, before he repaired in Aquitain, 
the Pyrenees, had extirpated the feeds 'of the A- 0 -* 1 *- 
Spanish war. His victorious Goths, forty-three 
years after they had pafled the Danube , were 
eftablished, according to the faith of treaties, in 
the pofleflion of the fecond Aquitain ; a maritime 
province between the Garonne and the Loire, 
under the civil and ecclefiartical jurifdiction of 
Bourdeaux. That metropolis, advantageously fi- 
tuated for the trade of the ocean , was built in a 
regular and elegant form ; and its numerous inha- 
bitants were diftinguished among the Gauls by 
their wealth, their learning, and the politenefs of 
their manners. The adjacent province, which has 
been fondly compared to the garden of Eden , is 
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chap. blefTed with a fruitful foil, and a temperate 
climate; the face of the country difpltyed the 
arts and the rewards of induftry; and the Goths, 
after their martial toils, luxuriously exhaufted the 
rich vineyards of Aquitain , ". The Gothic limits 
were enlarged , by the additional gift of fome 
neighbouring diocefes ; and the fucceifors of Ala- 
ric fixed their royal refidence at Thouloufc, which 
included five populous quarters, or cities, within 
# the fpacious circuit of its walls. About the fame 
The Bur- time, in the lafl: years of the reign of Honorius, 
gund.ans. the Goths, the Burgundians, and the Franks, 
obtained a permanent feat and dominion in the 
provinces of Gaul. The liberal grant of the 
ufurpcr Jovinus to his Burgundian allies , was 
confirmed by the lawful emperor: the lands of 
the Firft, or Upper, Germany, were ceded to 
thofe formidable Barbarians ; and they gradually 
occupied , either by conqueft or treaty , the two 
provinces which ftill retain , with the titles of 
Duchy and of County , the national appellation of 
Burgundy 1 ' 7 . The Franks, the valiant and faithful 
allies of the Roman republic, were foon tempted 
to imitate the invaders , whom they had fo 
bravely refilled. Treves, the capital of Gaul, was 
pillaged by their lawlefs bands; and the humble 
colony, which they fo long maintained in the 
diflrict of Toxandria , in Brabant , infenfibly 
multiplied along the banks of the Meufe and 
Scheld , till their independent power filled the 
whole extent of the Second, or Lower Germany. 
Thefe facts may be fufficiently juftified by hiftoric 
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evidence: but' the foundation of the French mo- 
narchy by Pharamond , the conquefts, the laws, 
and even the exiftence, of that hero, Live been 
juftly arraigned by the impartial feverity of modern 
criticifm lt \ 

The ruin of the opulent provinces of Gaul may 
be dated fom the eftabiuhment of thefe Barbarians, 
whofe alliance was dangerous and oppreffive, and 
who were capriciously impelled, by intereft or 
paffjon , to violate the public peace. A heavy 
and partial ran fom was impofed on the furviving 
provincials , who had efcaped the calamities of 
war; the faircft and moft fertile lands were af- 
figned to the rapacious ftrangers , for the ufe of 
their families, their slaves, and their cattle; and 
the trembling natives relinquished with a figh the 
•inheritance of their fathers. Yet thefe domeftic 
misfortunes, which are feldom the lot of a van- 
quished people , had been felt and inflicted by 
the Romans themfelves, not only in the infolence 
of foreign conqueft, but in the madnefs of civil 
difcord. The Triumvirs profcribed eighteen of 
the moft flourishing colonies of Italy; and diftri- 
buted their lands and houfes to the veterans who 
revenged the death of C?efar , and opprefled the 
liberty of their country. Two poets, of unequal 
fame, have deplored, in fimilar circumftances , 
the lofs of their patrimony; but the legionaries of 
Auguftus appear to have furpafled, in violence 
and injuftice, the Barbarians, who invaded Gaul, 
under the reign of Honorius. It was not without 
the utmoft difficulty that Virgil efcaped from the 
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chap, fword of the Centurion, who had ufurped his 
xxxr. £ arm j n t ^ e neighbourhood of Mantua 199 \ but 
-Paulinus of Bourdeaux received a fum of money 
from his Gothic purchafcr , -which he accepted 
with pleafurc and furprife ; and , though it was 
much inferior to the real value of his eftate , 
this act of rapine was difguifed by fome colours 
of moderation and equity The odious name 
of conquerors , was foftened into the mild and 
friendly appellation of the guefts of the Romans; 
and the Barbarians of Gaul, more efpecially the 
Goths, repeatedly declared, that they were bound 
to the people by the ties of hofpitality, and to 
the emperor by the duty of allegiance and military 
fervice. The title of Honorius and his fucceffors, 
their laws , and their civil magiftrates , were ftill 
refpected in the provinces of Gaul, of which they 
had refigned the pofleffion to the Barbarian allies; 
and the kings , who exercifed a fupreme and 
independent authority over their native fubjects, 
ambitiously folicited the more honourable rank of 
mafter-generals of the Imperial armies ,7 \ Such 
was the involuntary reverence which the Roman 
name ftill imprefTed on the minds of thofe war- 
riours, who had borne away in triumph the fpoils 
of the Capitol. 

Revolt of Whilft Italy was ravaged by the Goths, and 
Britain and a f ucce ffj on c f feeble tyrants oppreffed the provin- 

A. D.409! ces beyond the Alps, the British island feparated 
itfelf from the body of the Roman empire. The 
regular forces which guarded that remote province, 
had been gradually withdrawn; and Britain was 
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abandoned , without defence , to the Saxon pirates, chap. 
and the favages of Ireland and Caledonia. The XXXI * 
Britons , reduced to this extremity , no longer 
relied on the tardy and doubtful aid of a declining 
monarchy. They affembled in arms , repelled 
the invaders, and rejoiced in the important dif- 
covery of their own ftrength I7 \ Afflicted by 
fimilar calamities , and actuated by the fame 
fpirit , the Armorican provinces ( a name "which 
comprehended the maritime countries of Gaul 
between the Seine and the Loire 17 ' ) refolved to. 
imitate the example of the neighbouring island. 
They expelled the Roman magiftrates , who 
acted under the authority of the ufurper Con- 
ftantine; and a free government was eftablished 
among a people who had fo long been fubject to 
the arbitrary will of a mafter. The independence 
of Britain and Armorica was foon confirmed by 
Honorius himfelf , the lawful emperor of the Weft; 
and the letters, by which he committed to the 
new ftates the care of their own fafety, might 
be interpreted as an abfolute and perpetual 
abdication of the exercife and rights of fovereignty. 
This interpretation was , in fome meafure , 
juftified by the event. After the ufurpers of 
Gaul had fucceffively fallen, the maritime pro- 
vinces were reftored to the empire. Yet their 
obedience was imperfect and precarious : the 
vain , inconftant , rebellious difpofition of the 
people , was incompatible either with freedom 
or fervitude ,7 *; and Armorica, though it could 
not long maintain the form of a republic™, 
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chap, was agitated by frequent and deftructive revolts. 
XXXI * Britain was inecoverably loft t7t . But as the em- 
perors wifely acquiefced in the independence of 
a remote province , the feparation was not em- 
bittered by ihe reproach of tyranny or rebellion ; 
and the claims of allegiance and protection were 
fucceeded by the mutual and voluntary offices of 
national friendship 17r . 
state of This revolution diffolved the artificial fabric 

Bri A ix °* c ' v '* anc * m ^' tarv government; and the inde- 
+ 09 — 44j. pendent country , during a period of forty years, 
till the defcent of the Saxons , was ruled by the 
authority of the clergy , the nobles , and the mu- 
nicipal towns ,r *. I. Zofimus , who alone has pre- 
ferved the memory of this fingular tranfaction, very 
accurately obferves, that the letters of Honorius 
were addrefled to the cities of Britain 179 . Under 
the protection of the Romans, ninety -two confi- 
derable towns had arifen in the feveral parts of 
that great province; and, among thefe, thirty- 
three cities were diftinguished above the reft by 
their fuperior privileges and importance ,l0 . Each 
of thefe cities, as in all the other provinces of the 
empire , formed a legal corporation , for the pur- 
pose of regulating their domeflic policy ; and the 
powers of municipal government were diftributed 
among annual magiftrates , a felect fenate , and 
the affcmbly of the people, according to the ori- 
ginal model of the Roman conftitution ,,x . The 
management of a common revenue, the exercife 
of civil and criminal jurifdiction , and the habits 
of public counfel and command , were inherent 
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to thefe petty republics; and when they afferted chap; 
their independence, the youth of the city, and of XX5a 
the adjacent diftricts , would naturally range them- 
felves under the ftandard of the magiftrate. But * 
the defire of obtaining the advantages, and of 
efcaping the burthens , of political fociety , is a 
perpetual and inexhauftible fource of difcord; 
nor can it- reafonably be prefumed , that the re* 
Iteration of British freedom was exempt from tu- 
mult and faction. The pre - eminence of birth 
and fortune mud have been frequently violated 
by bold and popular citizens; and the haughty 
nobles , who complained that they were become 
the fubjects of their own fervants I,s , would fome- 
times regret the reign of an arbitrary monarch. 
II. The jurifdiction of each city over the adjacent 
country , was fupported by the patrimonial in- 
fluence of the principal fenators ; and the fmaller 
towns , the villages , and the proprietors of land , 
confulted their own fafety by adhering to the 
shelter of thefe rifing republics. The fphere of 
their attraction was proportioned to the refpective 
degrees of their wealth and populoufnefs; but the 
hereditary lords of ample pofleflions , who were 
not opprefTed by the neighbourhood of any 
powerful city, afpired to the rank of indepen- 
dent princes , and boldly exercifed the rights 
of peace and war. The gardens and villas , 
which exhibited fome faint imitation of Ita- 
lian elegance , would foon be converted into 
ftrong caftles, the refuge, in time of danger, of 
the adjacent country 1,1 : the produce of the land 
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chap, was applied to purchafe arms and horfes ; to 
xxxi. maintain a military force of slaves, of peafants, 
and of licentious followers ; and the chieftain 
' might affume , within his own domain , the powers 
of a civil magiftrate. Several of thefe British 
chiefs might be the genuine pofterity of ancient 
kings ; and many more would be tempted to 
adopt this honourable genealogy , and to vin- 
dicate their hereditary claims , which had been 
fufpended by the ufurpation of the Cxfars "\ 
Their fituation , and their hopes, would difpofc 
them to affect the drefs , the language , and the 
cuftoms of their anceftors. If the princes of 
Britain relapfed into barbarifm , while the cities 
ftudiously preferved the laws and manners of 
Rome, the whole island muft have been gra- 
dually divided by the diftinction of two national 
parties ; again broken into a thoufand fubdivifions 
of war and faction , by the various provocations 
of intereft and refentment. The public ftrength, 
inllead of being united againfl: a foreign enemy , 
wis confumed in obfeure and inteftine quarrels ; 
and the perfonal merit which had placed a fuc- 
cef>ful leader at the h-ad of his equals, might 
enable him to fubdue the freedom of fome neigh- 
bouring cities ; and to claim a rank among the 
tyrants 1,5 , who infefted Britain after the diflb- 
lution of the Roman government. HI. The 
British church might be compofed of thirty or 
forty bishops lt * , with an adequate proportion of 
the inferior clergy ; and the want of riches (for 
they feem to have been poor 1,7 ) would compel 
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them to deferve the public efteero, by a decent Chap. 
and exemplary bthaviour. The intereft , as well xxxi. 
as the temper of the clergy , was favourable to 
the peace and union of their diftracted country-, 
thofe falutary leflbns might be frequently incul- 
cated in their popular difcourfes ; and the epif- 
copal fynods were the only councils that could 
pretend to the weight and authority of a national 
affembly. In fuch councils , where the princes 
and magiftrates fat promifcuously with the bishops, 
the important affairs of the Rate , as well as of 
the church, might be freely debated; differences 
reconciled , alliances formed , contributions im- 
pofed, wiferefolutions often cone erted , andfome- 
• times executed; and there is reafon to believe, 
that, in moments of extreme danger, zPendragon 9 
or Dictator, was elected by the general confent 
of the Britons. Thefe pa floral cares, fo worthy 
of the epifcopal character , were interrupted , how- 
ever, by zeal and fuperftition ; and the British 
clergy inceffantly laboured to eradicate the Pela- 
gian herefy , which they abhorred , as the peculiar 
difgrace of their native country x, \ 

It is fomewhat remarkable, or rather it is ex- AfTembiy 
tremely natural, that the revolt of Britain and of the ft- 
Armorica should have introduced an appearance vinces 0 f 
of liberty into the obedient provinces of Gaul. Gau, » 
In a folemn edict 199 , filled with the flrongeft 
aflurances of that paternal affection which princes 
fo often exprefs, and fo feldom feel, the emperor 
Honorius promulgated his intention of convening 
an annual affembly of the feven provinces: a name 
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chap, peculiarly appropriated to Aquitain , and the 
xxxi. ancient Nar bonne fe , which had long fince 
exchanged their Celtic rudenefs for the ufeful 
and elegant arts of Italy "\ Aries the feat 
of government and commerce , was appointed 
for the place of the aflembly ; which regularly 
continued twenty -eight days , from the fifteenth 
of Auguft to the thirteenth of September , of 
every year. It confided of the Praetorian prefect 
of the Gauls ; of feven provincial governors , one 
confular and fix prefidents ; of the magiftrates , 
and perhaps the bishops , of about fixty cities ; 
and of a competent , though indefinite , number 
of the mod honourable and opulent pojfejjors of 
land , who might juftly be confidered as the re- • 
preventatives of their country. They were im- 
powered to interpret and communicate the laws 
of their fovereign ; to expofe the grievances and 
wishes of their condiments ; to moderate the 
exceflive or unequal weight of taxes ; and to 
deliberate on every fubject of local of national 
importance , that could tend to the reftoration of 
the peace and profperity of the feven provinces. 
If fuch an inflitution , which gave the people an 
intereft in their own government , had been uni- 
verfally eftablished by Trajan or the Antonines, 
the feeds of public wifdom and virtue might 
have been cherished and propagated in the em- 
pire of Rome. The privileges of the fubject 
would have fecured the throne of the monarch ; 
the abufes of an arbitrary adminiftration might 
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iiave been prevented , in fome degree , or correct- 
ed, by the interpofition of thefe representative 
afTemblics ; and the country would have been 
defended again ft a foreign enemy , by the arms of 
natives and freemen. Under the mild and gene- 
rous influence of liberty , the Roman empire 
might have remained invincible and immortal ; 
or if its exceffive magnitude , and the inftability 
of human affairs , had oppofed fuch perpetual 
continuance, its vital and conftituent members 
might have Separately preferved their vigour and 
independence. But in the decline of. the empire, 
when every principle of health and life had been 
ohaufted, the tardy application of this partial 
remedy was incapable of producing any important 
or falutary effects. The emperor Honorius ex- 
prefles his furprife , that he muft compel the 
reluctant provinces to accept a privilege which 
they should ardently have folicited. A fine of 
three, or even five, pounds of gold, was impofed 
on the abfent representatives ; who feem to have 
declined this imaginary gift of a free confutation, 
as the laft and mod cruel infult of their op- 
preffors. 



CHAP. 

XXXI. 
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Arcadius Emperor of the Eafi. — AdmMJiration and 

Difgrace of Eutropius. — Revolt of Gainas . Per- 

fecution of St. John Qhryfoftom. — Theodqfius II. 
Emperor of the Eafi. — His Sifter Pulcheria. — 
His Wife Eudoxia. — The Perfian war , and Divi- 
Jion of Armenia. 

CHAP. T HE divifion of the Roman world between 
xxxii. tne f ons 0 f Theodofius , marks the final eftablish- 
Jirtrf'tht ment of the empire of the Eaft, which, from 
Eaft ' the reign of Arcadius to the taking of Conftan- 
S9 t— 1' 4 «. unople by the Turks, fubfifted one thoufand 
Reign of an d fifty - eight years , in a ftate of premature 
A 7 d D. S ' and perpetual decay. The fovereign of that 
*95— 408. empire aftumed , and obftinately retained , the 
vain , and at length fictitious , title of Emperor 
of the Romans , and the hereditary appellations 
of Cjesar and Augustus continued to declare, 
that he was the legitimate fucceffor of the firft of 
men , who had reigned over the firft of nations. 
The palace of Conftantinople rivalled , and per- 
haps excelled, the magnificence of Perfia; and 
the 9 eloquent fermons of St. Chryfoftom 1 cele- 
brate , while they condemn , the pompous luxury 
of the reign of Arcadius. 44 The emperor , " fays 
he, 44 wears on his head either a diadem , or a 
crown of gold, decorated with precious ftones 
n of ineftimable value. Thefc ornaments, and 
]\ his purple garments, are referved for his facred 

perfon 
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perfon alone; and his robes of filk are era* CttAi*. 
broidered with the figures of golden dragons. xxxn * 
„ His throne is of mafly gold. Whenever he 
„ appears in public , he is furrounded by his 
„ courtiers , his guards , and his attendants. 
„ Their f pears, their shields, their cuirafles , the 
„ bridles and trappings of their horfes , have 
„ either the fubftance ; or the appearance , of 
„ gold ; and the large fplendid bofs in the , 
midft of their shield , is encircled with fmaller 
bofles, which reprefent the shape of the human* 
eye. The two mules that draw the chariot of 
„ the monarch, are perfectly white, and shining 
„ all over with gold. The chariot itfelf, of pure 
and folid gold , attracts the admiration of the 
„ fpectators , who contemplate the purple cur* 
tains, the fnowy carpet, the fize of the pre* 
cious ftones , and the refplendent plates of 
gold, that glitter as they are agitated by the 
motion of the carriage. The Imperjal pictures 
are white , on a blue ground ; the emperor 
appears feated on his throne, with his arms, 
his horfes, and his guards befide him; and his 
„ vanquished enemies in chains at his feet. " 
The fucceflbrs of Conftantine eftablished their 
perpetual refidence in the royal city , which he 
had erected on the verge of Europe and AGa. 
Inacceffible to the menaces of their enemies , and i 
perhaps to the complaints of their people, they 
received, with each wind, the tributary produc* 
tions of every climate ; while the impregnable" 
ftrength of their capital continued for ages to > 
Vol. V. V 



Digitized by Google 



3 o6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. 

xxxjr. 



Aduiini- 
ftration 
and cha- 
racter of 
Eutropius, 

A. D. 
S95 — 399. 



defy the hoftile attempts of the Barbarians. Their 
dominions were bounded by the Hadriatic and 
the Tigris; and the whole interval of twenty- 
five days navigation , which feparated the extreme 
cold of Scythia from the torrid zone of ^Ethiopia % 
was comprehended within the limits of the em- 
pire of the Eaft. The populous countries of that 
empire were the feat of art and learning, of lux- 
ury and wealth ; and the inhabitants , who had 
aflumed the language and manners of Greeks , 
filled themfelves, with fome appearance of truth » 
the rood enlightened and civilifed portion of the 
human fpecies. The form of government was a 
pure and fimple monarchy ; the name of the 
Roman republic, which fo long preferved a 
faint tradition of freedom , was confined to the 
Latin provinces ; and the princes of Conftan- 
tinople meafured their greatnefs by the fervile 
obedience of their people. They were ignorant 
how much this paffive difpofition enervates and 
degrades every faculty of the mind. The fub- 
jects, who had refigned their will to the abfolute 
commands of a mailer, were equally incapable of 
guarding their lives and fortunes againft the 
aflaults of the Barbarians , or of defending their 
reafon from the terrors of fuperftition. 

The firfl: events of the reign of Arcadius and 
Honorius are fo intimately connected , that the 
rebellion of the Goihs, and the fall of Rufinus, 
have already claimed a place in the hiftory of the 
Weft. It has already been obferved, that Eutro- 
pius 1 , one of the principal eunuchs of the palace 
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of Conftantinople , fuccceded the haughty minifter chai*. 
whofe ruin he had accomplished , and whofe 
vices he foon imitated. Every order of the ftate 
bowed to the new favourite ; and their tame 
and obfequious fubmiffion encouraged him to 
infult the laws , and , what is ftili more difficult 
and dangerous, the manners of his country. Un- 
der the weakeft of the prcdecefTors of Arcadius, 
the reign of the eunuchs had been fecret , and 
almoft invifible. They infinuated themfelves into 
the confidence of the prince ; but their oftenfible 
functions were confined to the menial fervice 
of the wardrobe and Imperial bed-chamber. They 
might direct, in a whifper , the public counfels, 
and blaft , by their malicious fuggeftionss the 
fame and fortunes of. the mo ft illuftrious citizens; 
but they never prefumed to (land forward in 
the front of empire 4 , or to profane the public 
honours of the ftate. Eutropius was the firft of 
his artificial fex, who dared to aflume the cha- 
racter of a Roman magiftrate and general *. 
Sometimes, in the prefence of the blushing fenate, 
he afcended the tribunal , to proqounce judg- 
ment , or to repeat elaborate harangues ; and 
fometimes appeared on horfeback , at the head 
of his troops, in the drefs and armour of a hero. 
The difregard of cuftom and decency always 
betrays a weak and ill-regulated mind ; nor does \ 
Eutropius feem to have compenfated for the folly 
of the defign, by any fuperior merit or ability in 
the execution. His former habits of life had §at 
introduced him to the ftudy of the laws , or the 

V 2 
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chap, exercifes of the field; his awkward and unfuc- 
xxxii. cc f s f u i attempts provoked the fecret contempt of 
the fpectators; the Goths exprefled their wi«h , 
that fuch a general might always command the 
armies of Rome ; and the name of the minifter 
was branded with ridicule, more pernicious per- 
haps than hatred, to a public character. The 
. fubjects of Arcadius were exafperated by the 
recollection , that this deformed and decrcpid 
eunuch ' , who fo perverfely mimicked the actions 
of a man , was born in the moll abject condition 
of fervitude ; that , before he entered the Im- 
perial palace , he had been fucceflively fold , and 
purchafed , by an hundred matters , who had ex- 
iaufted his youthful ftrength in every mean and 
infamous office , and at length difraifled him , in 
his old age , to freedom and poverty 7 . While 
thefe difgracefui ftories were circulated , and per- 
haps exaggerated, in private conversations , the 
vanity of the favourite was flattered with the 
moll extraordinary honours. In the fenate , in 
the capital , in the provinces , the ftatues of Eu- 
tropius were, erected , in brafs or marble , deco- 
rated with the fymbols of his civil and military 
virtues , and inferibed with the pompous title of 
the third founder of Conftantinople. He was 
promoted to the rank of patrician , which began 
to fignify, in a popular, and even legal accepta- 
tion , the father of the emperor ; and the laft 
year of the fourth century was polluted by the 
confulihip of an eunuch, and a slave. This ftrange 
and inexpiable prodigy ' awakened , however , the 
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prejudices of the Romans. The effeminate con- chap. 
ful was rejected by the Weft, as an indelible ftain 
to the annals of the republic ; and , without in- 
voking 'the shades of Brutus and Camillus , the 
colleague of Eutropius , a learned and refpectable 
raagiftrate * , fufficientJy reprefented the different 
r^axims of the two administrations. 

The bold and vigorous mind of Rufinus feems Hi, re- 
to have been actuated by a more fanguinary and «*«tya»* 
revengeful fpirit; but the avarice of the eunuch 1D,uftlce ' 
was not lefs infatiate than that of the prefect xo . 
As long as he defpoiled the oppreffors , who had 
enriched themfelves with the plunder of the pea- . 
pie , Eutropius might gratify his covetous dif- 
pofition without much envy or injuftice : but the 
progrefs of his rapine foon invaded the wealth 
which had been acquired by lawful inheritance, 
or laudable induftry. The ufual methods of ex- 
tortion were practifed and improved ; and Clau- 
dian has sketched a lively and original picture of 
the public auction of the ftate. " The impotence 

of the eunuch" (fays that agreeable fatirift) 
„ has ferved only to ftimulate his avarice : the 

fame hand which, in his fervile condition, 
„ was exercifed in petty thefts , to unlock the 

coffers of his m after , now grafps the riches of 
„ the world ; and this infamous broker of the 
„ empire appreciates and divides the Roman 
„ provinces , |rom Mount H?emus to the Tigris. 

One man, at the expence of his villa, is made 

proconful of Afia; a fecond purchafes Syria 

with his wife's jewels ; and a third laments , 

v 3 
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chap. „ that he has exchanged his paternal eftate for 
1 xxxu. m t h c government of Bithynia. In the anti- 
„ chamber of Eutropius , a large tablet is expofed 
„ to public view, which marks the refpective 
„ prices of the provinces. The different value 
ofPontus, of Galatia, ofLydia, is accurately 
distinguished. Lycia may be obtained for jjp 
„ many thoufand pieces of gold ; but the opulence 
„ of Phrygia will require a more confiderable fum. 
„ The eunuch wishes to obliterate , by the general 
difgrace, his perfonal ignominy; and as he has 
. been fold himfelf, he is defirous of felling the 
reft of mankind. In the eager contention , the 
balance, which contains the fate and fortunes 
„ of the province , often trembles on the beam ; 
9i and till one of the fcales is inclined, by a fu- 
perior weight , the mind of the impartial judge 
remains in anxious fufpenfe M . Such" (con- 
tinues the indignant poet) " are the fruits of 
„ Roman valour , of the defeat of Antiochus , 
„ and of the triumph of Pompey. " This venal 
proftitution of public honours fecured the impu- 
nity of future crimes; but the riches, which Eu- 
tropius derived from conflfcation , were already 
ftained with injuftice ; fince it was decent to ac- 
cufe , and to condemn , the proprietors of the 
wealth which he was impatient to confifcate. 
Some noble blood was shed by the hand of the 
executioner; and the moft inhofpitable extremi- 
ties of the empire were filled with innocent and 
illuftrious exiles. Among the generals and con- 
fuls of the Eaft, Abundantius 11 had reafon to 
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dread rhc firft effects of the refentment of Eutro- chap. 
pius. He had been euilty of the unpardonable XXXIL 

r . r . *5 J , r , Ruin of 

crime or introducing that abject slave to the pa- Aoundan, 
lace of Conftantinople : and fome degree of praife *"»• 
muft be allowed to a powerful and ungrateful 
favourite , who was fatisfied with the difgrace of 
his benefactor. Abundantius was (tripped of his 
ample fortunes by an Imperial refcript, and ba- 
nished to Pityus , on the Euxine , the lad frontier 
of the Roman world ; where he fubfifted by the 
precarious mercy of the Barbarians, till he could 
obtain , after the fall of Eutropius, a milder exile 
at Sidon in Phoenicia. The dedruction of Tima- of Tim*. 
fius u required a more ferious and regular mode fiui ' 
of attack. That great officer, the mafter-general 
of the armies of Theodofius , had fignalifed his 
valour by a decifive victory , which he obtained 
over the Goths of Theflaly ; but he was too 
prone , after the example of his fovereign , to 
enjoy the luxury of peace, and to abandon his 
confidence to wicked and defigning flatterers. 
Timafius had defpifed the public clamour, by 
promoting .an infamous dependent to the com- 
mand of a cohort ; and he deferved to feel the 
ingratitude of Bargus , who was fecretly inftigat- 
ed by the favourite to accufe his patron of a trea- 
fonable confpiracy. The general was arraigned 
before the tribunal of Arcadius himfelf ; and the 
principal eunuch ftood by the fide of the throne, 
to fuggeft the queftions and anfwers of his fove- 
reign. But as this form of trial might be deemed 
partial and arbitrary , the farther enquiry into 

V 4 
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Ohap. the crimes of Timafms was delegated to Satur- 
XXXU, ninus and Procopius ; the former of confular 
rank , the latter ftill refpected as the father-in-law 
of the emperor Valens. The appearances of a 
fair and legal proceeding were maintained by the 
blunt honefty of Procopius ; and he yielded with 
reluctance to the obfequious dexterity of his col- 
league , who pronounced a fentence of condemna- 
tion againft the unfortunate Timafius. His im- 
menfe riches were confifcated, in the name of the 
emperor , and for the benefit of the favourite ; 
and he was doomed to perpetual exile at Oafis , a 
folitary fpot in the midft of the fandy deferts of 
Libya x \ Secluded from all human converfe , 
the mafter-general of the Roman armies was loft 
for ever to the world ; but the circum fiances of 
his fate have been related in a various and con- 
tradictory manner. It is infinuated , that Futro- 
pius difpatched a private order for his fecret 
execution It was reported, that, in attempt- 
ing to efcape from Oafis , he perished in the de- 
fert , of thirft and hunger ; and that his dead body 
was found on the fands of Libya x *. It has been 
afferted , with more confidence , that his fon Sya- 
grius , after fuccefsfully eluding the purfuit of 
the agents and emiflaries of tjie court, collected 
a band of African robbers ; that he refcued Ti- 
mafius from the place of his exile ; and that 
both the father and the fon disappeared from the 
knowledge of mankind t7 . But the ungrateful 
Bargus , inftead of being fuffered to poflfefs the 
reward of guilt, was foon afterwards circumvented 
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and deftroyed , by the more powerful villany chap. 
of the minifter himfeJf; who retained fenfe and xx* 11 * 
fpirit enough to abhor the inilrument of his own 
crimes. 

The public hatred, and the defpair of indi- a cruel and 
viduals , continually threatened , or feemed to 0 f ueafon 
threaten, the pcrfonal fafety of Eutropius , as a d. 397. 
well as of the numerous adherents , who were Sept * * 
attached to his fortune , and had been promoted 
by his venal favour. For their mutual defence , 
he contrived" the fafeguard of a law , which vio- 
lated every principle of humanity and juftice **• 
I. It is enacted, in the name,, and by the autho- 
rity, of Arcadius, that all thofe who shall confpire, 
either with fubj|cts, or with ftrangers againft 
the lives of any of the perfons whom the emperor 
confiders as the members of his own body, shall 
be punished with death and confifcation. This 
fpecies of fictitious and metaphorical treafon is 
extended to protect , not only the iltuflrious offi- 
cers of the Rate and army , who are admitted into 
the facred confiftory , but likewife the principal 
doraeftics of the palace , the fenators of Conftan- 
tinople, the military commanders, and the civil 
roagiftrates of the provinces : a vague and inde- 
finite lift, which, under the fucceflbrs of Con- 
ftantine, included an obfcure and numerous train 
of fubordinate minifters. II. This extreme feverity 
might perhaps be juftified , had it been only 
directed to fecure the reprefentatives of the fover- 
eign from any actual violence in the execution 
of their office. But the whole body of Imperial 
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chap, dependents claimed a privilege , or rather impu* 
xxxii. nity, which fcrecned them, in the loofeft moments 
of their lives, from the hafty, perhaps the juftifi- 
able, refentment of their fellow-citizens: and, by 
a ftrange perverfion of the laws, the fame degree 
of guilt and punishment was applied to a private 
quarrel, and to a deliberate confpiracy againft the 
emperor and the empire. The edict of Arcadius 
molt, pofitively and moil abfurdly declares, that 
in fuch cafes of treafon, thoughts and actions ought 
to be punished with equal feverity; that the 
knowledge of a mifchievous intention, unlefs it 
be inftantly revealed, becomes equally criminal 
with the intention itfelf and that thofe rash 
men , who shall prefume to fo^it the pardon of 
traitors, shall themfelves be branded with public 
and perpetual infamy. III. " With regard to the 
33 fons of the traitors," (continues the emperor } 
35 although they ought to share the punishment, 
3, fince they will probably imitate the guilt, of 
33 their parents ; yet , by the fpecial effect of our 
„ Imperial lenity, we grant them their lives : but, 
33 at the fame time , we declare them incapable 
„ of inheriting, either on the fathers or on the 
33 mothers fide, or of receiving any gift or legacy, 
from the teftament either of kinfmen or of 
„ ftrangers. Stigmatifed with hereditary infamy, 
9 3 excluded from the hopes of honours or fortune, 
33 let them endure the pangs of poverty and 
contempt, till they shall confider life as a 
„ calamity, and death as a comfort and relief. " 
In fuch words, fo well adapted to infult the 
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feelings of mankind , did the emperor , or rather chap. 
his favourite eunuch , applaud the moderation xxxil 
of a law , which transferred the fame unjuft and 
inhuman penalties to the children of all thofe who 
had feconded , or who had not difclofed , thefe 
fictitious confpiracies. Some of the nobleft regula- 
tions of Roman jurifprudence have been fuffered 
to expire-; but this edict, a convenient and 
forcible engine of minifterial tyranny , was care- 
fully inferted in the Codes of Theodofius and 
Juftinian ; and the fame maxims have been re- 
vived in modern ages, to protect the electors of 
Germany, and the cardinals of the church of 
Rome *\ 

Yet thefe fanguinary laws, which fpread terror Rebellion 
among a difarmed and difpirited people , were of gf, d TnW " 
too weak a texture to reftrain the bold enterprife a. d. 399. 
of Tribigild 11 the Oftrogoth. The colony of that 
warlike nation , which had been planted by 
Theodofius in one of the moft fertile diftricts of 
Phrygia **, impatiently compared the slow returns 
of laborious husbandry, with the fuceefsful rapine 
and liberal rewards of Alaric ; and their leader 
refented, as a perfonal affront, his own ungra- 
cious reception in the palace of Conftantinople. 
A foft and wealthy province, in the heart of the 
empire, was aftonished by the found of war; and 
the faithful vaflal, who had been difregarded or 
opprefled , was again refpected , as foon as he 
refumed the hoftile character of a Barbarian. The 
vineyards and fruitful fields, between the rapid 
Marfyas and the winding Meander 43 , were 



Digitized by 



3i6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



chap, confumed with fire; the decayed walls of the 
xxxii. cities crumbled into duft, at the firft flrcke of an 
enemy; the trembling inhabitants efcaped from 
a bloody maflacre to the shores of the Hellefpont; 
and a confiderable part of Afia Minor was defo- 
lated by the rebellion of Tribigild. His rapid 
progrefs was checked by the refiftance of the 
peafants of Pamphylia; and the Oftrogoths, at- 
tacked in a narrow pafs , between the city of 
Selgse **, a deep moraft, and the craggy clifts of 
Mount Taurus, were defeated with the lofs of 
their braveft troops. But the fpirit of their chief 
was not daunted by misfortune ; and his army- 
was continually recruited by fwarms of Barbarians 
and outlaws , who were defirous of exercifing the 
profeffion of robbery, under the more honourable 
names of war and conqueft. The rumours of the 
fucccfs of Tribigild might for fome time be 
fupprefTed by fear, or difguifed by flattery; yet 
they gradually alarmed both the court and the 
capital. Every misfortune was exaggerated in 
dark and doubtful hints; and the future dcCigns 
of the rebels became the fubject of anxious con- 
jecture. Whenever Tribigild advanced into the 
inland country , the Romans were inclined to 
fuppofe that he meditated the pafTage of Mount 
Taurus , and the invafion of Syria. If he de- 
scended towards the fea , they imputed , and 
perhaps fuggefted , to the Gothic chief, the more 
dangerous project of arming a fleet in the har- 
bours of Ionia, and of extending his depredations 
along the maritime coaft, from the mouth of the 
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Nile to the port of Conftantinople. The approach chap. 
of danger, and the obftinacy of Tribigild , who XXXIL 
refufed all terms of accomodation , compelled 
Eutropius to fummon a council of war *\ After 
claiming for himfelf the privilege of a veteran 
foldier , the eunuch entrufted the guard of Thrace 
and the Hellefpont to Gainas the Goth ; and the 
command of the Afiatic army to his favourite 
Leo ; two generals , who differently , but effec- 
tually, promoted the caufe of the rebels. Leo**, 
who, from the bulk of his body, and the dulnefs 
of his mind , was furnamed the Ajax of the Eaft , 
had deferted his original trade of a woolcomber, 
to exercife, with much Jefs skill aud fuccefs, the 
military profeffion , and his uncertain operations 
were capriciously framed and executed , with an 
ignorance of real difficulties , and a timorous 
neglect of every favourable opportunity. The 
rashnefs of the Oftrogoths had drawn them into a 
disadvantageous pofition between the rivers Melas 
and Eurymedon , where they were almoft befieged 
by the peafants of Pamphylia ; but the arrival of 
an Imperial army , inftead of completing their 
deftruction , afforded the means of fafety and 
victory. Tribigild furprifed the unguarded camp 
of the Romans, in the darknefs of the night; 
feduced the faith of the greater part of the 
Barbarian auxiliaries , and diflipated , without 
much effort , the troops , which had been corrupt- 
ed by the relaxation of difcipline , and the 
luxury of the capital. The difcontent of Gainas, 
who had fo boldly contrived and executed the 



Digitized by Google 



3 i8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



chap, death of Rufinus, was irritated by the fortune of 
xxxii. fas unworthy fucceflbr ; he accufed his own 
dishonourable patience under the fervile reign of 
an eunuch ; and the ambitious Goth was con- 
victed , at leaft in the public opinion , of fecretly 
fomenting the revolt of Tribigild , with whom 
he was connected by a domeftic , as well as 
by a national , alliance 27 . When Gainas pafied 
the Hellefpont, to unite under his ftandard the 
remains of the Afiatic troops , he skilfully adapted 
his motions to the wishes of the Oftrogoths ; 
abandoning , by his retreat , the country which 
they defired to invade; or facilitating, by his 
approach , the defertion of the Barbarian auxi- 
liaries. To the Imperial court he repeatedly 
magnified the valour, the genius, the inexhaufl- 
ible refources of Tribieild : confeffed his own 
inability to profecute the war; and extorted the 
permiffion of negociating with his invincible ad- 
versary. The conditions of peace were dictated 
by the haughty rebel ; and the peremptory de- 
mand of the head of Eutropius , revealed the 
author and the defign of this hoftile confpiracy. 
Fail of The bold fatirift, who has indulged his difcon- 
Eutropius. tent by the partial and paflionate cenfure of the 
Chriftian emperors , violates the dignity , rather 
than the truth, of hiftory, by comparing the fon 
of Theodofius to one of thofe harmlefs and fi tri- 
ple animals, who fcarcely feel that they are the 
property of their shepherd. Two paffions , how- 
ever , fear and conjugal affection, awakened ^the 
languid foul of Arcadius : he was terrified by the 
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threats of a victorious Barbarian; and he yielded chap. 
to the tender eloquence of his wife Eudoxia , who, xxxil 
with a flood of artificial tears , prefenting her 
infant children to their father , implored his juf- 
tice for fome real or imaginary infult , which .she 
imputed to the audacious eunuch *\ The em- 
peror's hand was directed to fign the condemna- 
tion of Eutropius; the magic fpell, which during 
four years had bound the prince and the people , 
was inftantly diffolved ; and the acclamations, 
that fo lately hailed the merit and fortune of the 
favourite, were converted into the clamours of 
the foldiers and people , who reproached hrs 
crimes , and prefled his immediate execution. 
In this hour of diftrefs and defpair , his only 
refuge was in the fanctuary of the church, whofe 
privileges he had wifely, or profanely , attempted 
to circumfcribe; and the mod eloquent of the 
faints, John Chryfoftom , enjoyed the triumph of 
protecting a proftrate minifter , whofe choice had 
raifed him to the ecclefiaftical throne of Con- 
ftantinople. The archbishop, afcending the pul- 
pit of the cathedral , that he might be diftinctly 
feen and heard by ah innumerable crowd of either 
fex and of every age , pronounced a feafonable 
and pathetic difcourfe on the forgivenefs of in- 
juries , and the inflability of human greatnefs. 
The agonies of the pale and affrighted wretch , 
who lay groveling under the table of the alfar, 
exhibited a folemn and inftructive fpectacle; and 
the orator, who was afterwards accufed of in- 
fulting the misfortunes of Eutropius , laboured to 
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chap, excite the contempt, that he might afluage the 
xxxii. £ ur y, ^ Q f t ] ie p e0 pi e 19 # The powers of humanity , 

of fuperftition , and of eloquence prevailed. The 
emprefs Eudoxia was reftrained , by her own pre- 
judices, or by thofe of her fubjects, from violat- 
ing the fanctuary of the church; and Eutropius 
was tempted to capitulate, by the milder arts of 
perfuafion , and by an oath , that his life should 
be fpared ,0 . Carelefs of the dignify of their 
fovereign, the new minifters of the palace- imme- 
diately published an edict, to declare, that his 
late favourite had. difgraced the names of conful 
and patrician , to abolish his ftatues , to confif- 
cate his wealth, and to inflict a perpetual exile in 
the island of Cyprus A defpicable and de- 
crepid eunuch could no longer alarm the fears of 
his enemies ; nor was he capable of enjoying 
what yet remained , the comforts of peace , of 
folitude, and of a happy climate. But their im- 
placable revenge ftill envied him the laft moments 
of a miferable life , and Eutropius had no fooner 
touched the shores of Cyprus, than he was haftily 
recalled. The vain hope of eluding , by a change 
' of place , the obligation of an oath , engaged the 
emprefs to transfer the fcene of his trial and 
execution , from Conftantinople to the adjacent 
fuburb of Chalcedon. The conful Aurelian pro- 
nounced the fentence; and the motives of that 
fentence expofe the jurifprudcnce of a defpotic 
government. The crimes which Eutropius had 
committed again ft: the people , might have jufti- 
fied his death ; but he was found guilty of 

harnefling 
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ami fall of 
Gaina , 
A. D. 400* 



hamcifing to his chariot the facred animals, who, chap* 
from their breed , or colour, were referved for XXXI1 - 
the ufe of the emperor alone 

While this domeftic revolution was tranfacted, conrpfracy 
Gainas ,J openly revolted from his allegiance; 
united his forces , at Thyatira in Lydia , with 
thofe of Tribigild ; and ft.il 1 maintained his fu- 
perior afcendant over the rebellious leader of the 
Oftrogoths. Tlie confederate armies advanced , 
without refiftance , to the Streights of the Hellef* 
pont, and the Bofphorus ; and Arcadius was in- 
flructed to prevent the lofs of his Afiatic domi- 
nions , by refigning his authority and his perfort 
to the faith of the Barbarians. The church of 
the holy martyr Euphemia , fituate on a lofty 
eminence near Chalcedon '* , was chofen for the 
place of the interview. Gainas bowed , with re- 
verence , at the feet of the emperor , whilft he 
required the facrifice of Aurelian and Saturninus, 
two minifters of confular rank ; and their naked 
necks were expofed, by the haughty rebel, to the 
edge of the fword , till he condefcended to grant 
them a precarious and difgraceful refpite. The 
Goths, according to the terms of the agreement, 
were immediately tranfported from Ada into 
Europe; and their victorious chief, who accepted 
the title of mafter-general of the Roman armies , 
< Xpon filled Constantinople with his troops, and 
diftributed among his dependents , the honours 
and rewards of the empire. In his early youth , 
Gainas had paffed the Danube as a fuppliant , and 
a fugitive : his elevation had been the work of 
Vol. V. X 
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chap, valour and fortune ; and his indifcrcet , or perfi- 
Xxxu. dj 0u s conduct, was the caufe of his rapid down- 
fal. Notwithstanding the vigorous oppofition of 
the archbishop , he importunately claimed , for 
his Arian fectaries , the pofleflion of a peculiar 
church ; and the pride of the catholics was of- 
fended by the public toleration of herefy '\ Every 
quarter of Conftantinople was filled with tumult 
and diforder ; and the Barbarians gazed with 
fuch ardour on the rich shops of the jewellers, 
and the tables of the bankers , which were co- 
vered with gold and filver , that it was judged 
prudent to remove thofe dangerous temptations 
from their fight. They refented the injurious 
precaution ; and fome alarming attempts were 
made, during the night , to attack and deftroy 
with tire the Imperial palace In this ftate of 
mutual and fufpicious hoftility, the guards , and 
the people of Conftantinople , shut the gates, 
and rofe in arms to prevent, or to punish, the 
confpiracy of the Goths. During the abfence of 
Gainas, his troops were furprifed and opprefled; 
feven thoufand Barbarians perished in this bloody 
maflacre. In the fury of the purfuit , the catho- 
lics uncovered the roof, and continued to throw 
down flaming logs of wood , till they over- 
whelmed their adverfaries, who had retreated to 
the church or conventicle of the Arians. Gainas 
was either innocent of the defign, or too confident 
of his fuccefs : he was aftonished by the intelli- 
gence , that the flower of his army had been in- 
gloriously deflroyed ; that he himfclf was declared 
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a public enemy; and that his countryman, Fra- chap. 
vitta , a brave and loyal confederate , had aflumed XXXI *t 
the management of the war by fea and land. The 
enterprifes of the rebel , againft the cities of 
Thrace , were encountered by a firm and well- 
ordered defence : his hungry foldiers were foon 
reduced to the grafs that grew on the margin of 
the fortifications ; and Gainas , who vainly re- 
gretted the wealth and luxury of Afia, embraced 
a defperate refolution of forcing the paflage of 
the Hellefpont. He wasdeftitute of veflels; but 
the woods of the Cherfonefus afforded- materials 
for rafts, and his intrepid Barbarians did not re- 
fufe to truft themfelves to the waves. But Fra- Dcc a ^ 
vitta attentively watched the progrefs of their 
undertaking. As foon as they had gained the 
middle of the ftream , the Roman gallies t7 , im- 
pelled by the full force, of oars , of the current, 
and of a favourable wind , rushed forwards in 
compact order , and with irrefiftible weight ; and 
4 the Hellefpont was covered with the fragments of 
the Gothic shipwreck. After the deftruction of 
his hopes , and the lofs of many thoufands of his 
braveft foldiers, Gainas, who could no longer 
afpire to govern , or to fubdue , the Romans , de- 
termined to refume the independence of a favage 
life. A light and Active body of barbarian horfe , 
difengaged from their infantry and baggage, 
might perform , in eight or ten days , a march of 
three hundred miles from the Hellefpont to the 
Danube l$ ; the garrifons of that important fron- 
tier had been gradually annihilated ; the river, 
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chap, i n the month of December , would be deeply 
xxxii. f rozen; an( j tne unbounded profpect of Scythia 
■was open to the ambition of Gaina«. This de- 
fign was fecretly communicated to the national 
troops , who devoted themfelves to the fortunes 
of their leader ; and before the fignal of depar- 
ture was given , a great number of provincial 
auxiliaries , whom he fufpected of an attachment 
to their native country , were perfidiously maf- 
facred. The Goths advanced , by rapid marches, 
through the plains of Thrace , and they were 
foon delivered from the fear of a purfuit , by the 
vanity of Fravitta, who, inftead of extinguishing 
the war, haftened to enjoy the popular a pplaufe, 
and to aflume the peaceful honours of the con- 
fulship. But a formidable ally appeared in arms 
to vindicate the majefty of the empire , and to 
guard the peace and liberty of Scythia J# . The 
fuperior forces of Uldin , king of the Huns , op- 
pofed the progrefs of Gainas ; an hoftile and 
ruined country prohibited his retreat ; he dif- 
dained to capitulate ; and after repeatedly at- 
tempting to cut his way through the ranks of the 
enemy , he was slain, with his defperate followers, 

A.i). 401, m the field of battle. Eleven days after the 
naval victory of the Hellefpont, the head of Gai- 
nas , the ineftimable gift of the conqueror , was 
received at Conftantinople with the mod liberal 
expreflions of gratitude ; and the public deliver- 
ance was celebrated by feftivals and illumina- 
tions. The triumphs of Arcadius became the 
fubject of epic poems 40 ; and the monarch , no 
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longer oppreffed by any hoftile terrors, refigned 
lvmfelf to the mild and abfolute dominion of his 
•wife, the fair and artful Eudoxia; who has ful- 
lied her fame by the perfecution of St. John 
Chryfoftom. 

After ihe death of the indolent Nectarius, the 
fucceffor of Gregory Nazianzen, the church of 
Conftantinople was diftracted by the ambition of 
rival candidates , who were not ashamed to folicit, 
with gold or flattery, the fuffrage of the people, 
or of the favourite. On this occafion , Eutropius 
feems to have deviated from his ordinary maxims; 
and his uncorrupted judgment was determined 
only by the fuperior merit of a ftranger. In a 
late journey into the Eaft , he had admired the 
fermons of John , a native and presbyter of An- 
tioch, whpfe name has been diftinguished by the 
epithet of Chryfoftom \ or the Golden Mouth*'. 
A private order was difpatched to the governor 
of Syria ; and as the people might be unwilling 
to refign their favourite preacher, he was tranf- 
ported , with fpee"d and fecrecy , in a poft-chariot, 
from Antioch to Conftantinople. The unani- 
mous and unfolicited confent of the court , the 
clergy, and the people, ratified the choice of the 
minifter; and , both as a faint and as an orator, 
the new archbishop furpafled the fanguine ex- 
pectations of the public. Born of a noble and 
opulent family , in the capital of Syria , Chryfo- 
ftom had been educated , by the care of a tender 
mother , under the tuition of the moft skilful 
matters. He fludied the art of rhetoric in the 
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chap, fchool of Libanius; and that celebrated fophift, 
xxxu. w | lQ f Qon difcovered the talents of his difciple, 
ingenuously confeffed, that John would have de- 
fended to fucceed him , had he not been ftolen 
away by the Chriftians. His piety foon difpofed 
him to receive the facrament of baptifm; to re- 
nounce the lucrative and honourable profeffion 
of the Jaw; and to bury himfelf in the adjacent 
delert , where hefubdued the lufts of the fle.sh by 
an atiftere pennance of fix years. His infirmities 
compelled him to return to »he fociety of man- 
kind; and the authority of Meletius devoted his 
talents to the fervice of the church : but in the 
midft of his family , and afterwards on the archie- 
pifcopal throne , Chryfoftom ftill perfevered in 
the practice of the monaftic virtues. The ample 
revenues , which his predeceflbrs had confumed 
in pomp and luxury, he diligently applied to the 
eftablishment of hofpitals; and the multitudes, 
who were fupported by his charity , preferred the 
eloquent and edifying difcourfes of their arch- 
bishop, to the amufements of the theatre, or the 
circus. The monuments of that eloquence , 
which was admired near twenty years at Antioch 
and Conftantinople , have been carefully pre- 
served ; and the polfeflion of near one thoufand 
ftrmons, or homilies, has authorifed the critics 4 * 
of fucceeding times to appreciate the genuine 
merit of Chryfoftom. They unanimously attri- 
bute to the Chriftian orator , the free command 
of an elegant and copious language ; the judg- 
ment to conceal the advantages which he derived 
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from the knowledge of rhetoric and philofophy ; chap. 
an inexhauftible fund of metaphors and fimili- xxxu * 
tudes , of ideas and images , to vary and illuftrate 
the mod familiar topics ; the happy art of en- 
gaging the paffions in the fervice of virtue ; and 
of expofing the folly, as well as the turpitude, of 
vice, almoft with the truth and fpirit of a dra- 
matic reprefentation. 

The paftoral labours of the archbishop of Con- J^^™* 
ftantinople provoked, and gradually united againft and <u. 
him, two forts of enemies; the afpiring clergy, fec ^*' D 
who envied his fuccefs , and the obftinate finners, 398—401. 
who were offended by his reproofs. When Chry- 
foftom thundered, from the pulpit of St. Sophia, 
againft the degeneracy of the Chriftians , his 
shafts were fpent among the crowd , without 
wounding, or even marking, the character of any 
individual. When he declaimed againft the pe- 
culiar vices of the rich , poverty might obtain a 
tranfient confolation from his invectives : but the * 
guilty were ftill sheltered by their numbers ; and 
the reproach itfelf was dignified by fome ideas of 
fuperiority , and enjoyment. But as the pyramid 
rofe towards the fummit, it infenfibly diminished 
to a point; and the magiftrates , the minifters, 
the favourite eunuchs , the ladies of the court 41 , 
the emprefs Eudoxia herfelf , had a much larger 
share of guilt, to divide among a fmaller propor- 
tion of criminals. The perfonal applications of 
the audience were anticipated , or confirmed , by 
the teftimony of their own confcience ; and the 
intrepid preacher affumcd the dangerous right of 
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chap, expofmg both the offence, and* the offender, to 
the public abhorrence. The fecret refentment of 
th.- court encouraged the difcontent of the clergy- 
arid monks of Conftantinople , who were too has- 
tily reformed by the fervent zeal of their arch- 
bishop He had condemned , from the pulpit, 
the domeftic females of the clergy of Conftanti- 
nople , who , under the name of fervants , or fillers, 
afforded a perpetual occafion either of fin, or of 
fcandal. The filent and folitary afcetics , who 
had fecluded ihemfelves from the world , were 
intitled to the \yarmeft approbation of Chryfo> 
ftom ; but he defpifed and ftigmatifed , as the 
dif^race of their holy profeffion , the crowd of 
degenerate monks, who, from fome unworthy 
motives of pleafure or profit , fo frequently in- 
fefted the ftreets of the capital. To the voice of 
perfuafion, the archbi>hop was obliged to add the 
terrors of authority ; and his ardour , in the ex- 
ercife of ecclefiaftical jurifdiction , was not al- 
ways exempt from paflion ; nor was it always 
guided by prudence. Chryfoftom was naturally 
v of a choleric difpofnion 4 \ Although he ftrug- 
gled, according to the precepts of the gofpel to 
love hi^ private enemies , he indulged himfelf in 
the privilege of hating the enemies of God, and 
of the church : and his fentiments were fometimes 
delivered with too much energy of countenance 
and exprelTion. He ftill maintained, ftom fome 
confiderations of health , or abftinence, his for- 
mer habits of taking his repafts alone; and this 
inhofpitable cuftom 4t , which his enemies imputed 
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to pride, contributed, at lea ft , to nourish the chap. 
infirmity of a morofe and unfocial humour. Se- XXX11 * 
parated from that familiar intercourse , which fa- 
cilitates the knowledge and the difpatch of bu- 
finefs , he repofed an unfufpecting confidence in 
his deacon Serapion ; and feldom applied his fpe- 
culative knowledge of human nature to the par- 
ticular characters , either of his dependents , or of 
his equals. Confcious of the purity of his inten- 
tions , and perhaps of the fuperiority of his ge- 
nius, the archbishop of Conftantinople extended 
the jurifdiction of the Imperial city , that he might 
enlarge the fphere of his paftoral labours ; and 
the conduct which the profane imputed to an am- 
bitious motive, appeared to Chryfoftom himfeif 
in the light of a facred and indifpenfable duty. 
In his vifitation through the Afiatic provinces, 
he depofed thirteen bishops of Lydia and Phry- 
gia ; and indifcreetly declared, that a deep cor- 
ruption of fimony and licentioufnefs had infected 
the whole epifcopal order **. If thofe bishops 
were innocent, fuch a rash and unjuft condemn- 
ation muft excite a well-grounded difcontent. 
If they were guilty, the numerous aflbciates of 
their guilt would foon difcover, that their own 
fafety depended on the ruin of the archbishop; 
whom they fludied to reprefent as the tyrant of 
the Eaftern church. 

This ecclefiaftical confpiracy was managed by c-hryfo- 
Theophilus * 7 , archbishop of Alexandria, an ac- perftcuted 
tive and ambitious prelate, who difplayed the by the em- 
fruits of rapine in monuments of oftentation. Joxu, E "" 
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chap. His national dislike to the rifing greatnefs of a 

aTi> X o clt Y * wn ' cn degraded nina from the fecond , to 
the third, rank, in the Chriftian world, was ex- 
afperated by fome perfonal difputes with Chry- 
foflom himfelf 4 \ By the private invitation of 
the emprefs , Theophilus landed at Conftantino- 
ple , with a (lout body of Egyptian mariners , to 
encounter the populace ; and a train of depend- 
ent bishops, to fecure, by their voices, the ma- 
jority of a fynod. The fynod *' was convened ia 
the fuh'irb of Chalcedon , furnamed the Oak , 
where Rufinus had erected a ftately church and 
monafteryi and iheir proceedings were continued 
during fourteen days, or feffions. A bishop and 
a deacon accufed the archbishop of Conftantino- 
ple , but the frivolous or improbable nature of 
the forty -feven articles which they prefented 
againft him , may juftJy be confidered as a fair 
and unexceptionable panegyric. Four fucceffive 
fummons were fignified to Chryfoftom; but he 
ftill refufed to truft either his perfon , or his re- 
putation , in the hands of his implacable enemies , 
who prudently declining the examination of any 
particular charges , condemned his contumacious 
difobedience , and haftily pronounced a fentence 
of depofition. The fynod of the Oak immediately 
addrefled the emperor to ratify and execute their 
judgment , and charitably infinuated , that the 
penalties of treafon might be inflicted on the au- 
dacious preacher , who had reviled , under the 
name of Jezabel , the emprefs Eudoxia herfelf. 
The archbishop was rudely arretted , and conducted 
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through the city , by one of the Imperial meflengers, chap. 
who landed him , after a short navigation , near xxxu * 
the entrance of the Euxine ; from whence , before 
the expiration of two days, he was gloriously 
recalled. 

The firft aftonishment of his faithful people Popular 
had been mute and paflive : they fuddenly rofe co™ftantii 
with unanimous and irrefiftible fury. Theophilus nopie. 
efcaped ; but the promifcuous crowd of monks 
and Egyptian mariners was slaughtered without 
pity in the ftreets of Conftantinople 5 \ A fea- 
fonable earthquake juflified the interpofition of 
heaven ; the torrent of fedition rolled forwards to 
the gates of the palace ; and the emprefs , agitated 
by fear, or remorfe, threw hcrfelf at the feet of 
A rcadius , and confefled , that the public fafety 
could be purchafed only by the reftoration of 
Chryfoftom. The Bofphorus was covered with 
innumerable veflels ; the shores of Europe and 
Afia were profufely illuminated ; and the accla- 
mations of a victorious people accompanied, from 
the port to the cathedral , the triumph of the 
archbishop j who, too eafily, confented to refume 
the exercife of his functions , before his fentence 
had been legally reverfed by the authority of an 
ecclefiaftical fynod. Ignorant , or carelefs , of 
the impending danger, Chryfoftom indulged his 
zeal , or perhaps his refentment ; declaimed with 
peculiar afperity againft female vices; and con- 
demned the profane honours which were adreffed , 
almoft in the precincts of St. Sophia , to the ftatue 
of the emprefs. His imprudence tempted his 
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enemies to inflame the haughty fpirit of Eudoxia, 
by reporting, or peihaps inventing, the famous 
exordium of a fermon , " Herodias is again fu- 
„ rious; Herodias again dances; she once more 
requires the head of John : " an infolent allu- 
lion , which , as a woman and a fovereign , it 
was impollible for her to forgive ft . The short 
interval of a perfidious truce was employed to 
concert more effectual meafures for the difgrace 
and ruin of the archbishop. A numerous coun- 
cil of the Eaftern prelates , who were guided from 
a diftance by the advice of Theophilus , confirmed 
the validity, without examining the juftice, of 
the former fentence ; and a detachment of Bar- 
barian troops was introduced into the city , to 
fupprefs the emotions of the people. On the 
vigil of Eafter, the folemn adminiflration ofbap- 
tifm wis rudely interrupted by the foldiers , who 
alarmed the modefly of the naked catechumens, 
and violated , by their prefence , the awful myf- 
teries of the Chriftian worship. Arfacius occu- 
pied the church of St. Sophia , and the archiepif- 
copal throne. The catholics retreated to the 
baths of Conftantine , and afterwards to the fields : 
where they were flill purfued and infulted by the 
guards , the bishops , and the magiftrates. The 
fatal day of the fecond and final exile of Chry- 
foftom was marked by the conflagration of the 
catheoVal , of the fenate houfe, and of the adja- 
cent buildings; and this calamity was imputed, 
without proof, but not wiihout probability, to 
the defpair of a perfecuted faction *\ 
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Cicero might claim fomc merit, if his volun- chap. 
tary banishment preferved the peace of the re- xxxii. 
public but the fubmiflion of Chryfoftom was chryfo- 
the indifpen fable duty of a Chriftian and a fub- ftom 
ject. lnftead of l>flening to his humble prayer, 
that he might be permitted to refide at Cyzicus, 
or Nicomedia, the inflexible emprefs afTigned for 
his exile the remote and defolate town of Cucufus, 
among the ridges of Mount Taurus, in the Lefler 
Armenia. A fecret hope was entertained, that 
the archbishop might perish in a difficult and 
dangerous march of feventy days in the heat of 
fummer , through the provinces of Afia Minor* 
where he was continually threatened by the hof- 
tile attacks of the Ifaurians , and the more im- 
placable fury of the monks. Yet Chiyfoftom 
arrived in fafety at the place of his confinement; 
and the three years , which he fpent at Cucufus , 
and the neighbouring town of Arabiffus , were 
the laft and mod glorious of his life. His cha- 
racter was confecrated by abfence and perfec- 
tion ; the faults of his adminiftration were no 
longer remembered ; but every tongue repeated 
the praifes of his genius and virtue : and the re- 
fpectful attention of the Chriftian world was 
fixed on a defert fpot among the mountains of 
Taurus. From that folitude , the archbishop, 
whofe active mind was invigorated by misfor- 
tunes , maintained a ftrict and frequent corre- 
fpondence '* with the moft diftant province's; ex- 
horted the feparate congregation of his faithful 
adherents to perfevere in their allegiance; urged 
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CHAP. 
XXXII. 



His death, 
A. D. 407, 
Sept. 14. 



His relics 
trail (port- 
ed to Con- 
fiantinople, 
A. D. 438, 
Jan. 27>. 



the deftruction of the temples of Phoenicia , and 
the extirpation of herefy in the isle of Cyprus ; 
extended his paftoral care to the miffions of Perfia 
and Scythia ; negotiated , by his ambaffadors , 
with the Roman pontiff, and the emperor Hono- 
rius ; and boldly appealed , from a partial fynod , 
to the fupreme tribunal of a free and general 
council. The mind of the illuftrious exile was 
ftill independent ; but his captive body was ex- 
pofed to the revenge of the oppreflbrs , who con- 
tinued to abufe the name and authority of Arca- 
dius % \ An order was difpatched for the inftant 
removal of Chryfoftom to the extreme defert of 
Pityus; and his guards fo faithfully obeyed their 
cruel inftructions , that, before he reached the 
fea-coaft of the Euxine , he expired at Comana , 
in Pontus , in the fixtieth year of his age. The 
fucceeding generation acknowledged his inno- 
cence and merit. The archbishops of the Eaft , 
who might blush , that their predeceffors had been 
the enemies of Chryfoftom , were gradually dif- 
pofed , by the firmnefs of the Roman pontiff, to 
reftore the honours of that venerable name 
At the pious folicitation of the clergy and people 
of Conftantinople , his relics , thirty years after 
his death , were tranfported from their obfeure 
fepulchre to the royal city ,r . The emperor 
Theodofius advanced to receive them as far as 
Chalcedon ; and , falling proftrate on the coffin , 
implored, in the name of his guilty parents, 
Arcadius and Eudoxia, the forgivenefs of the 
injured faint 
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Yet a reafonable doubt may be entertained , chap. 
whether any ftain of hereditary guilt could be xxxn 
derived from Arcadius to his fucceffor. Eudoxia The death 
was a young and beautiful woman , who indulged ° Aim rca " 
her paflions, and defpifed her husband : Count a. d! 408. 
John enjoyed , at leaft , the familiar confidence May ! * 
of the emprefs ; and the public named him as 
the real father of Theodofius the younger ,f . The 
birth of a fon was accepted , however , by the 
pious husband , as an event the moft fortunate 
and honourable to himfelf , to his family, and to 
the eaftern world : and the royal infant , by an 
unprecedented favour, was inverted with the titles 
of Cacfar and Auguftus. In lefs than four years 
afterwards , Eudoxia , in the bloom of youth , 
was deftroyed by the cqnfequences of a mi fear- 
riage ; and this untimely death confounded the 
prophecy of a holy bishop who, amidft the 
univerfal joy , had ventured to foretel , that she 
should bthold the long and aufpicious reign of 
her glorious fon. The catholics applauded the 
juftice of heaven , which avenged the perfecution 
of St. Chryfoftom ; and perhaps the emperor was 
the only perfon who fincerely bewailed the lofs 
of the haughty and rapacious fiudoxia. Such a 
domeftic misfortune afflicted him more deeply 
than the public calamities of the Eaft " ; the li- 
centious excurfions , from Pontus to Paleftinc , 
of the Ifaurian robbers, whofe impunity accufed 
the weaknefs of the government ; and the earth- 
quakes, 'the conflagrations, the famine, and the 
flights of locufts *\ which the popular difcontenH 
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CHAP. 
XXXII. 



His fup- 
pofed teC- 
t anient. 



was equally difpofcd to attribute to the incapa- 
city of the monarch. At length , in the thirty- 
firft year of his age, after a reign (if we may 
abufe that word) of thirteen years, three months, 
and fifteen days, Arcadius expired in the palace 
of Conflantinople. It is impoflible to delineate 
his character; fince, in a period very copiously 
furnished with hiftorical materials, it has not 
been poffible to remark one action that properly 
belongs to the fon of the great Theodofius. 

The hiftoiian Procopius tl has indeed illumi- 
nated the mind of the dying emperor with a ray 
of human prudence , or celeftial wifdom. Arca- 
dius confidered, with anxious forefight, the help- 
lefs condition of his fon Theodofius, who was no 
more than feven years of age , the dangerous fac- 
tions of a minority, and the afpiring fpirit of Jezde- 
gerd, the Perfian monarch. Inflead of tempting 
the allegiance of an ambitious fubject , by the 
participation of fupreme power, he boldly ap- 
pealed to the magnanimity of a king; and placed, 
by a folemn teftament, the fecptre of the Eaft in 
the hands of Jezdegerd himfelf. The royal guar- 
dian accepted* and difcharged this honourable 
truft with unexampled fidelity ; and the infancy 
of Theodofius was protected by the arms and 
councils of Perfia. Such is the lingular narrative 
of Procopius; and his veracity is not difputed by 
Agathias M , while he prefumes to diftent from 
his judgment , and to arraign the wifdom of a 
Chriftian emperor, who, fo rashly, though fo 
fortunately, committed his fon and his dominions 

to 
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to the unknown faith of a ftranger, a rival, and cha?. 
a heathen. At the diftance of one hundred and xxxiu 
fifty years, this political queftion might be de- 
bated in the court of Juftinian ; but a prudent 
hiflorian will refufe to examine the propriety, till 
he has afcertained the truth , of the teftament of 
Arcadius. As it ftands without a parallel in the 
hiftory of the world, we may juflly require, that 
it should be attefted by the pofitive and unani- 
mous evidence of contemporaries. The ftrange 
novelty of the event, which excites our diftruft, 
muft have attracted their notice; and their uni- 
verfal filence annihilates the vain tradition of the 
fucceeding age. ; 

The maxims of Roman jurifprudence , if they 
could fairly be transferred from private property 
to public dominion, would have adjudged to the mius, 
emperor Honorius the guardianship of his nephew, , , 40 £_^ 
till he had attained, at leaft, the fourteenth year 
of his age. But the weaknefs of Honorius , and 
the calamities of his reign , disqualified him from 
profecuting this natural claim ; and fuch was the 
abfolute feparation of the two monarchies , both , 
in intereft and affection , that Conftantinople would 
have obeyed, with lefs reluctance, the orders of 
the Perfian , than thofe of the Italian , court. 
Under a prince, whofe weaknefs is difguifed by 
the external figns of manhood and difcretion , the 
moft worthlefs favourites may fecretly difpute the 
empire of the palace ; and dictate to fubmiffive 
provinces , the commands of a matter , whom they 
direct and defpife. But the minifters of a child , 
Vol. V. Y 
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chap, who is incapable of arming them with the fanc- 
xxxit. tion of the royal name, muft acquire and execcife 
an independent authority. The great officers of 
the ftate and army, who had been appointed be- 
fore the death of Arcadius, formed an arifto- 
cracy , which might have infpired them with the 
idea of a free republic; and the government of 
the eaftern empire was fortunately aflumed by the 
prxfect Anthemius " , who obtained, by his fu- 
perior abilities , a lading afcendant over the minds 
of his equals. The fafety of the young emperor 
proved the merit and integrity of Anthemius; 
and his prudent firmnefs fuftained the force and 
reputation of an infant reign. Uldin , with a 
formidable hod of Barbarians , was encamped in 
the heart of Thrace : he proudly rejected all terms 
of accommodation; and , pointing to the rifing 
fun , declared to the Roman ambafladors , that 
the courfe of that planet should alone terminate 
the conquefts of the Huns. But the defertion of 
his confederates , who were privately convinced 
of the juftice and liberality of the Imperial mi- 
nifters, obliged Uldin to repafs the Danube : the 
tribe of the Scyrri , which compofed his rear- 
guard, was al mo ft extirpated; and many thou- 
sand captives were difper fed , to cultivate, with 
fervile labour, the fields of Afia lnthemidft 
of the public triumph , Conftantinople was pro- 
tected by a ftrong inclofure of new and more 
extenfive walls; the fame vigilant care was ap- 
plied to reftore the fortifications of the Illyrian 
cities : and a plan was judiciously conceived, 
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which , in die fpacf of feven years , would have ctt ap„ 
fecured the command of the Danube , by efta* xxxn. 
blishing on that river a perpetual fleet of two 
hundred and fifty armed veflels *\ 

But the Romans had f Q long been accuftomed har!lcfw 
to the authority of a monarch , that the firft , a<|mi- 
even among the females , of the Imperial family, of puiche. 
who difplayed any courage or capacity, was per- A ' D 
mitted to afcend the vacant throne of Theodo- 
fius. His filter Pulcheria " , who was only two 
years older than himfelf, received, at the age of 
fixteen, the title of Auguj\a\ and though her fa- 
vour might be fometimes clouded by caprice or 
intrigue , she continued to govern the Eaflern 
empire near forty years; during the long mino- 
rity of her brother , and after his death , in her 
own name, and in the name of Marcian, her no- 
minal husband. From a motive , either of pru* 
dence, or religion, she embraced a life of celi- 
bacy; and notwithstanding fome afperfions on 
the chaftity of Pulcheria 99 , this refolution , which 
she communicated to her fitters Arcadia and 
Marina, was celebrated by the Chriftian world, 
as the fublime efFort of heroic piety. In the pre* 
fence of the clergy and people , the three daugh- 
ters of Arcadius 79 dedicated their virginity to 
God ; and the obligation of their folemn vow 
was inferibed on a tablet of gold and gems ; which 
they publicly offered in the great church of Con- 
ftantinople. Their palace was converted into a 
monaftery ; and all males ; except the guides of 
their confeience , the faints who had forgotten 
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the diftinction of fexes , w*re fcrupulously ex- 
cluded .from the holy threshold. Pulcheria , her 
two fillers, and a chofen train of favourite dam- 
fels, formed a religious community : they re- 
nounced the vanity of drefs; interrupted, by fre- 
quent fafts, their fimple and frugal diet; allotted 
a portion of their time to works of embroidery ; 
and devoted feveral hours of the day and night 
to the exercifes of prayer and pfalmody. The 
piety of a Chriftian virgin was adorned by the 
zeal and liberality of an emprefs; Ecclefiaftical 
liiftory defcribes the fplendid churches , which 
were built at the expence of Pulcheria , in all the 
provinces of the Eaft; her charitable foundations 
for the benefit of ftrangers and the poor ; the 
ample donations which she afligned for the per- 
petual maintenance of monaftic focieties ; and 
the active feverity with which she laboured to 
fupprefs the oppofite herefies of Neftorius and 
Eutyches. Such virtues were fuppofed to deferve 
the peculiar favour of the Deity; and the relics 
of martyrs , as well as the knowledge of future 
events , were communicated in vifions and reve- 
lations to the Imperial faint 71 . Yet the devotion 
of Pulcheria never diverted her indefatigable at- 
tention from temporal affairs; and she alone, 
among all the descendants 'of the great Theodo* 
fius, appears to have inherited any share of his 
manly fpirit and abilities. The elegant and fa- 
miliar ufe which she had acquired , both of the 
Greek and Latin languages, was readily applied 
to the various occafions of fpeaking , or writing , 
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on public bufinefs : her deliberations were ma- chap 
turely weighed; her actions were prompt and de- xxxn. 
cifive; and, while she moved without noife or 
often tat ion the wheel of government , she dif. 
creetly attributed to the genius of the emperor , 
the long tranquillity of his reign. In the laft 
years of his peaceful life , Europe was indeed af- 
flicted by the arms of Attila : but the more ex- 
tcnfivc provinces of Afia ftill continued to enjoy 
a profound and permanent repofe. Theodofius 
the younger was never reduced to the difgraceful 
neceffity of encountering and punishing a rebel- 
lious fubject : and fince we cannot applaud the 
vigour , fome praife may be due to the mildnefs, 
and profperity , of the adminiftration of Pul- 
cheria. 

The Roman world was deeply interefled in the andc^-* 
education of its mafter. A regular courfe of "cterof 
ftudy and exercife was judiciously inftituted; of f„* 0 t .,e" 
the military exercifes of riding , and shooting yuuog«r v 
with the bow ; of the liberal fludies of grammar, 
rhetoric, and philofophy : the mod skilful mafters 
of the Eaft ambitiously folicited the attention of 
their royal pupil and feveral noble youths were 
introduced into the palace, to animate his dili- 
gence by the emulation of friendship. Pulcheria 
alone discharged the important task of inflructing 
her brother in the arts of government; but her 
precepts may countenance fome fufpicion of the 
extent of her capacity, or of the purity of her in- 
tentions. She taught him to maintain a graVc 
and majeftic deportment i to walk, to hold his 
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chap, robes, to feat himfelf on his throne ; in a manner 
Kx^Jk worthy of a great prince; to abftain from laugh- 
ter; to liften with condefcenfion ; to return fuit- 
able anfwers ; to aflume, by turns, a ferious or 
a placid countenance; in a word, to reprefent 
with grace and dignity the external figure of a 
Roman emperor. But Theodofius 71 was never 
excited to fupport the weight and glory of an il- 
luftrious name ; and , inftead of afpiring to imi- 
tate his anceftors , he degenerated ( if we may 
prefume to meafure the degrees of incapacity) 
below the weaknefs of his father and his uncle. 
Arcadius and Honorius had been a flitted by the 
guardian care of a parent , whofe IclTons were en- 
forced by his authority, and example. But the 
unfortunate prince, who is born in the purple, 
mud remain a ftranger to the voice of truth ; 
and the fon of Arcadius was condemned to pals 
his perpetual infancy , encompafled only by a fer- 
vile train of women and eunuchs. The ample 
leifure , which he acquired by neglecting the ef- 
fential duties of his high office, was filled by idle 
amufements, and unprofitable ftudies. Hunting 
was the only active purfuit that could tempt him 
beyond the limits of the palace ; but he rooft 
affiduously laboured , fometimes by the light of a 
midnight lamp , in the mechanic occupations of 
painting and carving ; and the elegance with 
which he transcribed religious books , entitled 
the Roman emperor to the fingular epithet of 
CSlligraph.cs , or a fair writer. Separated from 
the world by an impenetrable veil, Theodofius 
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trufted the perfons whom he loved; he loved chap. 
thofe who were accuftomed to amufe and flatter xx* 11 * 
his indolence; and as he never perufed the pa- 
pers that were prefented for the royal fignature, 
the acts of injuftice the mod repugnant to his * 
character , were frequently perpetrated in his 
name. The emperor himfelf was chafte, tem- 
perate , liberal, and merciful 5 but thefe qua* 
lities which can only deferve the name of vir- 
tues , when they are fupported by courage , and 
regulated by difcretion , were feldom beneficial , 
and they fometimes proved mifchievous, to man- 
kind. His mind , enervated by a royal educa* 
tion , was opprefled, and degraded, by abject 
fuperftition: hefafted , he fung plalms, he blindly 
accepted the miracles and doctrines with which 
his faith was continually nourished! Theodo- 
fius devoutly worshipped the dead and living 
faints of the Catholic church ; and he once re- 
fufed to eat , till an infplent monk , who had cad 
an excommunication on his fovereign , conde- 
fcended to heal the fpiritual wound which he had 
inflicted 7 '. 

The ftory of a fair and virtuous maiden, ex- 
alted from a private condition to the Imperial gj**^*' 
throne, might be deemed an incredible romance, prefsEu- 
if fuch a romance had not 'been verified in the ™\ } 
marriage of Theodofius. . The celebrated Athe- 424 — 
nais 74 was educated by her father Leontius in the 
religion and fciences of the Greeks ; and fo ad- 
vantageous was the opinion which the Athenian 
philofopher entertained of his contemporaries, 

Y 4 
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Chap, that he divided his patrimony between his two 
xxxu. £ ons ( bequeathing to his daughter a fmali legacy 
of one hundred pieces of gold , in the lively con- 
fidence that her beauty and merit would be a 
fufBcient portion. The jealoufy and avarice of 
her brothers foon compelled Athenais to feek a 
refuge at Conftantinople ; and , with forae hopes, 
either of juftice , or favour, to throw herfelf at 
the feet of Pulcheria. That fagacious princefs 
liftened to her eloquent complaint ; and fecretly 
deftined the daughter of the philofopher Leontius 
for the future wife of the emperor of the Eaft , 
who had now attained the twentieth year of his 
age. She eafily excited the curiofity of her bro- 
ther , by an interefling picture of the charms of 
Athenais; large eyes, a well-proportioned nofe, 
a fair complexion , golden locks , a slender perfon, 
a graceful demeanour , an understanding improv- 
ed by ftudy , and a virtue tried by diftrefs. 
Theodofius , concealed behind a curtain in the 
apartment of his filler , was permitted to behold 
the Athenian virgin : the modeft youth imme- 
diately declared his pure and honourable love ; 
and the royal nuptials were celebrated amidft the 
acclamations of the capital and the provinces. 
Athenais , who was eafily perfuaded to renounce 
the errors of Paganifm , received at her baptifm 
the Chriftian name of Eudocia ; but the cautious 
Pulcheria withheld the title of Augufta , till the 
wife of Theodofius had approved her fruitful nefs 
by the birth of a daughter , who efpoufed , fifteen 
years afterwards the emperor of the Weft. The 
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brothers of Eudocia obeyed , with fome anxiety , chap. 
her Imperial fummons ; but, as she could eafily XXXII. 
forgive their fortunate unkindnefs, she indulged 
the tendernefs, or perhaps the vanity, of a filler, 
by promoting them to the rank of confuls and 
prefects. In the luxury of the palace, she ftill 
cultivated thofe ingenious arts , which had con- 
tributed to her greatnefs; and wifely dedicated 
her talents to the honour of religion, and of her 
husband. Eudocia compofed a poetical para- 
phrase of the firft eight books of the Old Tefta- 
ment, and of the prophecies of Daniel and Za- 
chariah; a cento of the verfes of Homer, applied 
to the life and miracles of Chrifl, the legend 
of St. Cyprian , and a panegyric on the Perfiari 
victories of Theodofius : and her writings , which 
were applauded by a fervile and fuperftitious age, 
have not been difdained by the candour of im- 
partial criticifm 7S . The fondnefs of the emperor 
was not abated by time and pofleffion ; and Eu- 
docia , after the marriage of her daughter , was 
permitted to difcharge her grateful vows by a fo- 
lemn pilgrknage to Jerufalem. Her oftentatious 
progrefs through the Eaft may feem inconfiftent 
with the fpirit of Chriftian humility: she pro- 
nounced , fr** — a throne of gold and gems , a(n 
eloquent oration to the fenate of Antioch , declar-* 
ed her royal intention of enlarging the walls of 
the city, bfcftowed a donative of two hundred 
pounds of gold to reftore the public baths , and 
accepted the ftatues , which were decreed by the 
gratitude of Antioch* In the Holy Land , her 
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chap, alms and pious foundations exceeded the muni- 
xxxu. fi cence 0 f lne great Helena ; and though the 
public treafure might be impoverished by this 
exceflive liberality, she enjoyed the confeioug 
fatisfaction of returning to Conftantinopie with 
the chains of St. Peter , the right arm of St. Ste- 
phen , and an undoubted picture of the Virgin , 
painted by St. Luke 76 . But this pilgrimage was 
the fatal term of the glories of Eudocia. Satiat- 
ed with empty pomp , and unmindful , perhaps , 
of her obligations to Pulcheria , she ambitiously 
afpired to the government of the Eaftern empire : 
the palace was diftractcd by female difcord ; but 
the victory was at laft decided , by the fuperior 
afcendant of the filler of Theodofius. The exe- 
cution of Paulinus , matter of the offices , and 
the difgrace of Cyrus , Praetorian pracfect of the 
Eaft , convinced the public , that the favour of 
Eudocia was inefficient to protect her moft faith- 
ful friends; and the uucommon beauty of Pauli- 
nus encouraged the fecret rumour, that his guilt 
was that of a fuccefsful lover 77 . As foon as the 
emprefs perceived that the affection of Theodo- 
fius was irretrievably loft, she requefted the per- 
miffion of retiring to the diftant folitude of Jeru- 
falem. She obtained her rcqueft ; but the jea- 
♦loufy of Theodofius , or the vindictive fpirit of 
Pulcheria, purfued her in her Jaft retreat; and 
Saturninus , count of the domeftics , was directed 
to punish with death two ecciefiaftics , her moft 
favoured fervants. Eudocia inftantly revenged 
them by the aifaftination of the count : the furious 
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pafljons , which she indulged on this fufpicious chap. 
occafion , feemed to juftify the feverity of Theo- xxxu. 
dofius, and the emprefs, ignominiously ftript of 
the honours of her rank 7 * , was difgraced , per- 
haps unjuftly, in the eyes of the world. The 
remainder of the life of Eudocia , about fixteen 
years , was fpent in exile and devotion ; and the 
approach of age, the death of Theodofius, the 
misfortunes of her only daughter , who was led a 
captive from Rome to Carthage , and the fociety 
of the Holy Monks of Paieftine , infenfibly con- 
firmed the religious temper of her mind. After 
a full experience of the viciffitudes of human 
life the daughter of the philofopher Leontius 
expired, at Jerufalem , in the fixty-feventh year 
of her age ; protefting with her dying breath , 
that she had never tranfgrefled the bounds of 
innocence and friendship 79 . 

The gentle mind of Theodofius was never in- ThePer- 
flamed by the ambition of conqueft, or military ^d™**. 
renown ; and the slight alarm of a Perfian war 
fcarcely interrupted the tranquillity of the Eaft. 
The motives of this war were juft and honourable. 
In the laft year of the reign of Jezdegerd; the 
fuppolcd guardian of Theodofius, a bishop , who 
afpired to the crown of martyrdom , deflroyed one 
of the fire -temples of Sufa **. His zeal and ob- 
ftinacy were revenged on his brethren : the Magi 
excited a cruel perfecution ; and the intolerant 
zeal of Jezdegerd was imitated by his fon Vara- 
ranes , or Bahram , who foon afterwards afcended 
the throne. Some Chriftian fugitives , who 
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chap, cfcaped to the Roman frontier, were fternly de- 
xxxu. nianded, and generously refufed ; and the refufal , 
aggravated by commercial difputes , foon kindled 
a war between the rival monarchies. The moun- 
tains of Armenia , and the plains of Mefopotamia , 
were filled with hoftile armies ; but the operations 
of two fucceffive campaigns were not productive 
of any decifive or memorable events. Some en- 
gagements were fought fome towns were befieg- 
ed, with various and doubtful fuccefs ; and if the 
Romans failed in their attempt to recover the 
long loft pofTeflion of NiQbis , the Perfians were 
repulfed from the walls of a Mefopotamian city, 
by the valour of a martial bishop , who pointed* 
his thundering engine in the name of St. Thomas 
the Apoftle. Yet the fplendid victories, which 
the incredible fpeed of the meflenger Palladius 
• repeatedly announced to the palace of Conftan- 
tinople, were celebrated with feflivals and pane- 
gyrics. From thefe panegyrics the ,r hiftorians 
of the age might borrow their extraordinary, and, 
perhaps , fabulous , tales ; of the proud challenge 
of a Perfian hero, who was entangled by the net, 
and difpatched by the fword , of Areobindus the 
Goth; of the ten thoufand Immortals , who were 
slain in the attack of the Roman camp; and of 
the hundred thoufand Arabs , or Saracens , who 
were impelled by a panic terror to throw them- 
felves headlong into the Euphrates. Such events 
may be disbelieved , or difregarded ; but the 
chanty of a bishop, Acacius of Amida, whofe 
name might have dignified the faintly calendar, 
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shall not be loft in oblivion.. Boldly declaring, 
that vafes of gold and filver are ufelefs to a God 
who neither eats nor drinks, the generous prelate 
fold the plate of the church of Amida; employ, 
ed the price in the redemption of feven thoufand 
Perfian captives ; fupplied their wants with affec- 
tionate liberality ; and difmifTed them to their 
native country, to inform the king of the true 
fpirit of the religion which he perfecuted. The 
practice of benevolence in the midft of war muft 
always tend to affuage the animofity of contend- 
ing nations; and I wish to perfuade myfelf, that 
Acacius contributed to the reftoration of peace. 
In the conference which was held on the limits of 
the two empires , the Roman ambafladors degrad- 
ed the perfonal character of their fovereign , by a 
vain attempt to magnify the extent of his power; 
when they feriously advifed the Eerfians to pre- 
vent, by a timely accommodation , the wrath of 
a monarch , who was yet ignorant of this diftant 
war. A truce of one hundred years was folemnly 
ratified ; and , although the revolutions of Ar- 
menia might threaten the public tranquillity , the 
eflential conditions of this treaty were refpected 
near fourfcore years by the fucceffors of Conftan- 
tine and Artaxerxes. 

Since the Roman and Parthian ftandards firft 
encountered on the banks of the Euohrates, the 
kingdom of Armenia 11 was alternately oppreffed 
by its formidable protectors ; and , in the courfe 
of this Hiftory, feveral events , which inclined the 
balance of peace and war , have been already 
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chap, related. A difgraceful treaty had refigned Arme- 
xxxil. nia to the ambition of Sapor ; and the fcale of 
Perfia appeared to preponderate. But the royal 
race of Arfaces impatiently fubmitted to the houfe 
of SafTan; the turbulent nobles aflerted, or be- 
trayed, their hereditary independence; and the 
nation was ftill attached to the Chrifiian princes of 
Conftantinople. In the beginning of the fifth 
century , Armenia was divided by the progrefs of 
war and faction " ; and the unnatural divifion 
precipitated the downfal of that ancient monarchy. 
Chofroes , the Perfian vaflal , reigned • over the 
Eaftern and mod extenfive portion of the coun- 
try; while the Weftern province acknowledged 
the jurifdiction of Arfaces, and the fupremacy of 
the emperor Arcadius. After the death of Arfaces, 
the Romans fupprefted the regal government, 
and impofed on their allies the condition of 
fubjects. The military command was delegated 
to the count of the Armenian frontier; the city 
of Theodofiopolis "* was built and fortified in a 
ftrong fituation, on a fertile and lofty ground, 
near the fources of the Euphrates ; and the depend- 
ent territories were ruled by five fa traps , whofe 
dignity was marked by a peculiar habit of gold 
and purple. The lefs fortunate nobles , who 
lamented the lofs of their king, and envied the 
honours of their equals , were provoked to nego- 
ciate their f> eace and pardon at the Perfian court ; 
and returning, with their followers, to the palace 
of Artaxata, acknowledged Chofroes for their 
lawful fovereign. About thirty years afterwards. 
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Artafires, the nephew and fucceflbr of Chofroes, chap. 
fell under the difpleafure of the haughty and ca- xxxn - 
pricious nobles of Armenia ; and they unani- 
mously defired a Perfian governor in the room of 
an unworthy king. Theanfwer of the archbishop 
Ifaac , whofe fanction they earneftly folicited, is 
expreflive of the character of a fuperftitious peo- 
ple. He deplored the manifeft; and inexcufable 
vices of Artafires; and declared, that he should 
not hefitate to accufe him before the tribunal of 
a Chriftian emperor, who would punish, without 
deftroying, the finner. " Our king, " continued 
Ifaac , w is too much addicted to licentious plea- 
» fures , but he has been purified in the holy 
,> waters of baptifm. He is a lover of women , 
5, but he does not adore the fire or the elements. 
„ He may deferve the reproach of lewdnefs, but 
„ he is an undoubted Catholic ; and his faith 
53 is pure , though his manners are flagitious. 
33 I will never confent to abandon my sheep to 
33 tbe rage of devouring wolves ; and you would 
,3 foon repent your rash exchange of the infirmi- 
„ ties of a believer , for the fpecious virtues of 
33 an heathen ,J . " Exafperated by the firmnefe 
of Ifaac, the factious nobles accufed both 'the 
king and the archbishop as the fecret adherents 
of the emperor; and abfurdly rejoiced in the 
fentence of condemnation , which , after a partial 
hearing, was folemnly pronounced by Bah ram 
himfelf. The defcendants of Arfaces were de- 
graded from the royal dignity 94 , which they had 
polTefTed above five hundred and fixty years 17 ; 
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chap- and the dominions of the unfortunate Artafires, 
xxxh. un d cr the new and fignificant appellation of Perf. 
armcnia , were reduced into the form of a pro- 
vince. This ufurpation excited the jealoufy of 
the Roman government ; but the rifing difputes 
were foon terminated by an amicable, though 
unequal , partition of the ancient kingdom of 
Armenia ; and a territorial acquifition , which 
Auguftus might have defpifed , reflected fome 
luftre on the declining empire of the younger 
Theodofius. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 



1 Valentinian was lcfs attentive to the religion of his Ton; fince he 
entrufted the education of Gratian to Aufonius, a profefTed I'agan 
(M6m. de PAcademie des Infcriptions , torn. xv. p 12s — 138.). The 
poetical fame of Aufonius condemns the tafte of hi? age. 

5 Aufonius was fucceflivdy promoted to the Praetorian prefecture of 
Italy (A. D. 377 , and of Gaul A. D. 378 , and was at length in- 
verted with the confulship (A. D. 379.) He exprefted his grJtitude in 

a fervile and infipid piece of flattery ( »ctio Gratiarum, p. 699 736.), 

which has furvived more worthy production*. 

} Di(pntare de principali judicio nnn oportet. Sacnlegti enim inftar 
eftdubitare, an is dignus fit, qoem elegerit imperator. Codex Juftinian. 
1. ix. tit. xxix. leg. 3. This convenient law was revived and pro- 
mulgated , after the death of Gratian , by the feeble court of Milan. 

4 Ambrofe compofed, for his inftruction, a theological treatife on 
the faith of the Trinity: and Tillemont (Hilt, des Empereurs, torn. v. 
p. is8. 169.) afcribes to the archbishop the merit of Gratian's into- 
lerant laws. 

' Qui divinse legis fanctitatem, nefctendo ornithine, aut negltgendo 
violant, et offendunt, facrilegium committunt. ""Codex Juftinian 1. ix. 
tit. xxix. leg. 1. Theodofius indeed may claim his share, in the merit 
,of this comprehenfive law. 

^ * Ammianus (xxxi. ro.) and the younger Victor acknowledge the 
virtues of Gratian ; and accufe , or rather lament, his degenerate tafte. 
The odious parallel of Commodus is faved by " licet incruentus;" and 
perhaps Philoftorgius (1. x. c. 10. and Godefroy, p. 412.) had guarded, 
with fome fimilar referve , the companion of Nero. 

7 Zofimus (l.iv. p. 247.) and the younger Victor afcribe the revolu- 
tion to the favour of the Alani, and the difcontent of the Roman 
troops. Dum exercitum negligeret, et paucos ex Alanis, quos ingenti 
auru ad fe trauftulerat, anccferrec men ac Romano miliri. 
Vol. V. Z 
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* Britannia fertilis provincia tyrannorum, is a memorable expreffion, 
ufed by Jerom in the Pelagian controverfy, and variously, tortured in 
the difputes of our national antiquaries. The revolutions of the lad 
age appeared to judify the image of the fublime Bofluet, ** cette isle , 
plus orapcufe que les mers qui l'tnvironnent. " 

9 Zofimus fays of the British foldiers ; tw «AAwv ewravTwv irXtw 

10 Helena the daughter of Eudda. Her chapel may dill be fcen at 
Caer* fegont, now Caernarvon (Carte's Hift. of England, vol. i. 
p. 168 from Rowland's Mona Autiqua). The prudent reader may not 
perhaps be fatisfied with Tuch Welch evidence. 

11 Cambden (vol. i. introduct. p. ci.) appoints him governor of 
Britain; and the father of our antiquities is followed, as ufual, by his 
blind progeny. Facatus and Zofimus had taken fome pains to prevent 
this error, or fable ; and I shall protect myfelf by their decifive tefti- 
monies. Regali habitQ txulem fuum , illi exules orbis induerunt (in 
Panegyr. Vet. xii. 23.), and the Greek hiftorian , ftill lefs equivocally, 
atTcr (Maximus w, xpx*v svnfxcv irvx* Tfstfvtav (I. iv. p. ^48.). 

11 Sulpicius Severus, Dialog, ii. 7. Orofios, 1 vii. c. 34 p. SS6. 
They both acknowledge (Sulpicius had been his fubject) his innocence 
and merit. It is lingular enough, that Maximus should be lefs favourably 
treated by Zofimus , the partial adverfary of his rival. 

11 Archbishop Usher (Antiquitat. Britan. Ecclef. p 107, 108.) has 
diligently collected the legends of tb,e island, and the continent. The 
whole emigration confided of 30,000 foldiers, and 100,000 plebeians, 
who fettled in Bretagne. Their defiined brides, St Urfula with 11,000 
noble, and 60,00*7 plebeian, virgins, miftook their way; landed at 
Cologne, and were all mod cruelly murdered by the Huns. But the 
plebeian fifters have been defrauded of their equal - honours; and, what 
is ftill harder, John Trithemius prefumes to mention the children, of 
thefc British virgins, 

M Zofimus (1 iv. p. 24s, 249.) has traufported the death of Gratian 
from Lugdunum in Gaul (Lyons) to Singidunum in Mcefia. Some 
hints may be extracted from the Chronicles; fome lies may be detected 
in Sozomen (I. vii. c. 13.) and Socrates (1. v. c. 11.). Ambrofe is 
our mod authentic evidence (torn. i. Enarrat. in Pfalm Ixi. p. 961. 
torn. ii. epift. xxiv. p. 883 , etc. and d« Obitu Valentinian. Confolat. , 
N°. 2S. p. 1182.). 

15 Pacatus (xii. 28.) celebrates his fidelity; while his treachery is 
marked in Profiler's Chronicle, as the caufe of the ruin of Gratian. 
Ambrofe, who has occafion to exculpate bimfelf, only condemns the 
death of Vallio , a faithful fcrvant of Gratian ( torn. ii. epift. xxiv. 
p. 891- edit. Benedict.). 

16 He protefted, nullum ex adverfariis nifi in acie occubuifie. Sulp. 
Severds in Vit. B. Martin, c. 22* The orator of Theodofius bellows 
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reluctant, and therefore weighty, praife on his clemency. Si cui ill e , 
pro ceteris fceleribus fuis , minus erudclis fuiffe videtur (Panegyr. 
Vet. xii. 28. ). 

17 Ambrofe mentions the laws of Gratian, quas non abrogavit hoftis 
(torn ii. epift. xvii. p. 837. )• 

*• Zofimus, 1 iv. p. 251,2*2. We may difclaim his odious fufpicions; 
but we cannot reject the treaty of peace, which the friends of Theodoiius 
have abfolutely forgotten, or slightly mentioned. 

19 Their oracle, the archbishop of Milan, afljgns to his pupil Gratian 
an high and resectable place in heaven (torn. ii. de Obit. Val. Confol. 
p. II93 ). 

10 For the baptifm of Theodofius, fee Sozomen (1. vii. c. 4.), 
Socrates (I. v. c. 6.), and Tillemont ( Hift. des Empereurs , torn. v. 

p. 72S. . 

21 Afcolius , or Acholius, was honoured by the friendship, and the 
praifes, of Ambrofe; who ftyles him, murus fidei atque fanctitatis 
(torn. ii. epift. xv. p. 820.;; and afterwards celebrates bis fpeed and 
diligence in running to Conftantinople, Italy, etc. (epift. xvi. p. 822.) 
a virtue wfrch does not appertain either to a wall , or a bishop. 

14 Codex Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. i. leg. 2. with Godefroy's Commentary, 
torn. vi. p # s — 9. Such an edict deferved the warmed praifes of 
Baronlus , auream fanctionem, edictum pium et falutare. — Sic itur 
ad aftra. 

aJ Sozomen , I. vii. c. 6. Theodoret, 1. v. c. 16. Tillemont is 
difpleafed (Mem. EccfeT. torn. vi. p. 627, 628.) with the terms of 
*' ruftic bishop, " *' ebfcure city." Yet I mull take leave to think, 
that both Amphilochius and Iconium were objects of inconfiderable 
magnitude in the Roman empire. 

"* 14 Sozomen, 1. vii c. 5. Socrates, 1. v. c 7. Marcellin. in Chron. 
The account of forty years muft be dated from the election or intrufion 
ofEufebius; who wifely exchanged the bishopric of Nicomedia for the 
throne of Conftantinople. 

21 See Jortin's Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory , vol. iv. p. 7T. The 
thirty* third Oration of Gregory Nazianzcn affords indeed fome fimilar 
ideas, even Tome ftill more ridiculous; but I have not yet found the 
words of this remarkable paffage ; which I allege on the faith of 9 
correct and liberal (cholar. 

See the thirty -fecond Oration of Gregory Nazianzen, and the 
account of his own life, which he has compofed in i8cxj iambics Tec 
every phyfician is prone to exaggerate the inveterate nature of the difeafe 
which he has cured. 

17 I confefc myfelf deeply indebted to the two lives of Gregory 
Nazianzen. compofed, with very different views, by Tillemont (Mem.- 
Eeclef. torn. ix. p. 30s— --S60, 692 — 73-0> and Le Clerc (Bibliot&lque 
Univerfelle , torn, xviii. p. 1 — 128.). 

*' Unleft Gregory Nazianzen miftook thirty years in his own age; he 
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was born, as well as his friend Bafil, about the year 3*9- The pre- 
pofterous chronology of Suidas has been graciously received; becaufe 
it removes the fcandal of Gregory's father, a Taint likewife, begetting 
children, after he became a bishop (Tillemont, Mem. EccleT. torn. ix. 
p. 69; — 697 ). 

39 Gregory's Poem on his own Life contains fome beautiful lines 
(torn. ii. p. which burft from the heart, and fpeak the pangs of 
injured and loft friendship : 

*c»o< xo<vo* Xcywv 1 

Owfiyo; rs nut wvesw fac, > 

Av$xi Qipxvi rx% TrxXxixg fton&xc. 
In the Midfummer Night's Dream , Helena addreffes the lame pathetic 
complaint to her friend Hermia: 

Is all the counfel that we two have shared, 

The filler's vows , etc. 
Shakefpeare had never read the poems of Gregory Nazianzen : he was 
ignorant of the Gretk language; but his mother-tongue, the language 
or Nature , is the fame in Cappadocia and in Britain. 

JO This unfavourable portrait of Safima is drawn by Gregory Na- 
zianzen (torn ii. de Vita fua, p. 7, 8.). Its precife fituation , forty- 
nine miles from Archilais, and thirty-two from Tyana, is fixed in the 
Itinerary of Antoninus (p. 144. edit. Weffeling. ). 

i 1 The name of Nazianzus has been immortalifed by Gregory; but 
his native town, under the Greek or Roman title of Diocaefarea (Tille- 
mont, M£m. EccleT. torn. ix. p. 692.), is mentioned by Pliny (vi. 3->» 
Ptolemy, and Hierqcles Cltinerar. Weffeling, p. 709.)- It appears to 
have been fituate on the edge of Ifauria. 

J* See Ducange, Conftant. Chriftiana, 1. iv. p. 141, U~ The 
tax tvvotfus of Sozomen (1. vii. c. 50 is interpreted to mean the Virgin 
Mary. 

n Tillemont (M<m. EccleT. torn. ix. p. 43*, etc.) diligently collect*, 
enlarges, and explains, the oratorical and poetical hints of Gregory 
himfelf. 

*♦ He pronounced an oration (torn. i. Orat. xxiii. p. 429 ) in his 
praife ; but after their quarrel , the name of Maximus was changed 
into that of Heron (fee Jerom, torn. i. in Catalog. Script. EccleC 
p. J">i. ). I touch slightly on thefe obfcure and perfonal fquabbles. 

Under the modeft emblem of a dream, Gregory (torn. ii. carmen 
ix. p. 78.) defcribe* his own fuccefs with fome human complacency. 
Yet it should feem , from his / familiar converfation with his auditor St. 
Jerom (torn. i. Epift. ad Nepotian. p. 14.), that the preacher underftood 
the true value of popular applaufe. 

J' Lachrymae auditorum laudes tux fint, is the lively and judicious 
advice of St- Jerom. 
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,T Socrates (1. v. c. 7.) and Sozomen (vii. c. {. ) relate the evan- 
gelical words and actions of Damophihis without a word of approbation. 
He confidered, fays Socrates, that it is diffitult to refifi the powerful; 
but it was eaty , and would have been profitable, to fubmit. 

,8 See Gregory Nazianzen, torn. ii. de Vita fua, p. 21, 22. For 
the fake of pofterity, the bishop of Conftantinople records a ftupen- 
dous prodigy. In the month of November , it was a cloudy morning; 
but the fun broke forth, when the procefiion entered the church. 

J9 Of the three ecclefiaftical hiftorians, Theodoret alone (1. v. c. 2.) 
has mentioned this important commiflion of Sapor, which Tillemont 
(Hift des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 728.) judiciously removes, from the 
reign ofGratian, to that of Thcodofius. 

40 I do not reckon Philoftorgius , though he mentions (1. ix. c. 19.) 
the expulfion of Damophilus. The Eunomian biftorian has been care- 
fully (trained through an orthodox fieve. 

41 Le Clerc has given a curious extract (Eibliothlque Univerfelle, 
torn, xviii. p. 91 — 10s. ) of the theological fermons which Gregory 
Nazianzen pronounced at Conftantinople againft the Arians, Eunomians 
Macedonians, etc. He tells the Macedonians, who dtified the Father 
and the Son, without the Holy Ghoft, that they might as well be 
ftiled Tritheifls, as Dithcifls. Gregory himfclf was almrft a Tritheift; 
and his monarchy of heaven refembles a well-regulated ariftocracy. 

43 The Firft general council of Conftantinople now triumphs in 
the Vatican: but the popes had long hefitated, and their hefitation 
perplexes, and almoft ftaggers, the humble Tillemont, (M6m. EccleT. 
torn. xi. p. 499, <oo.). 

4J Before the death of Meletius, fix or eight of his moft popular 
ecclefiaftics , among whom was Flavian , had abjured, for the fake of 
peace, the bishopric of Antioch (Sozoincn, 1. vii. c. 3. 11. Socrates, 
1. v. c. S.). Tillemont thinks it his duty to disbelieve the ftory ; but 
he owns that there are many circumftanccs in the life of Flavian, 
which feem inconfiftent with the praifes of Chryioftom, and the character 
of a faint ' M6m. EccleT. torn. x. p. S4T.). 

44 Confult Gregory Nazianzen, de Vita fua, torn. ii. p. 2*—— 28. 
His general and particular opinion of the clergy and their afl'emMies, 
may be feen in verfe and profe ( tom.i. orat. i. p. 33* epift. lv. p. si 4. torn, 
ii. carmen x. p. St.). Such pa flag es are faintly marked by Tillemont. 
and fairly produced by Le Clerc. 

4 * See Gregory, torn. ii. de Vita fua, p. 28 — 31. The fourteenth, 
twenty - feventh , and thirty- fecond orations were pronounced in the 
feveral (lages of this bufinefs. The peroration of the laft (torn. i. 
p. s*8. ), in which he takes a folemn leave of men and angels, the 
city and the emperor, the Eaft and the Weft, etc. is pathetic, and 
almoft fublitne. 

46 The whimfical ordination of Nectarius is attcfted by So/omen 
(1. vii. c. 8.) ; but Tillemont obferves (iM£ 11. EctlcT. torn. ix. p. 7190, 

Z 3 
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Apres tout, ce narr* de Sozomene eft fi honteux pour tous ceux qu'il 
y mile, et fur- tout pour Theodofe , qu'il vaut mieux travailler a le 
detruire, qu'a le foutenir *, an admirable canon of criticidn! 

47 I can only be underftood to mean , that fuch was his natural 
temper; when it was not hardened, or inflamed, by religious zeal. 
From his retirement , he exhorts Nectarius to profecute the heretics 
of Conftantinople 

4 * See the Theodofian Code, I. xvi. tit. v. leg. 6 — 23., with Go- 
defroy's commentary on each law, and his general fummary, or Para- 
tition % torn. vi. p. 104 — no, 

49 They always kept their Eafter, like the Jewish Paffover, 00 the 
fourteenth day of the fir ft moon after the vernal equinox ; and thus 
pertinaciously oppofed the Roman church and Nicene fynod , which 
had fixed Eafter. to a Sunday. Bingham's Antiquities, 1. xx. c. f. 
vol. ii. p. 309. fol. edit. 

*• Sozomen , 1. vii. c. 12. 

51 See the facred Hiftory of Snlpicitis Severus (1. ii. p. 437 — 451. 
edit. Lugd. Bat. 1647.), a correct and original writer. Dr. Lardner 

(Credibility, etc. part ii. vol. ix. p. z<sf> 3SO. ) has laboured this 

article, with pure learning, good finfe, and moderation. Tillemont 
(M6m. Eccle'f. torn viii. p. 491 — <*2r. ) has raked together all the dirt 
of the fathers : an ufeful feaveng^r! t 

51 Severus Sulpicius mentions the arch-heretic with efteem and pity. 
Faelix profecto , fi non pravo ftudio corrupiflet optimum ingenium, 
• prorfus multa in eo animi et corporis bona cerneres (Hift. Sacra, I. ii. 
p. 439. ). Even Jerom ( torn. i. in Script. Ecclef. p. 302.) fpeaks with 
temper of Prifcillian and Latronian. 

sl The bishopric (in Old Cafttie ) is now worth 20,000 ducats a year 
(Bufching's Geography, vol. ii. p. 308.), and is therefore much lefs 
likely to produce the author of a new herefy. 

$ * Exprobabatur mulieri viduae nimia reMgio, et diligentius culta 
divinitas (Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 29 ). Such was the idea of a 
humane, though ignorant, polythetft. 

** One of them was fent in Syliinam infulam quae ultra Britanniam 
eft. What muft have been the ancient condition of the rocks of 
Scilly ( Cambden's Britannia, vol. ii. p. 1519 )? 

s * The fcandalous calumnies of Auguftin, Pope Leo, etc. which 
Tillemont fwallows like a child, and Lardner refutes like a man, may 
fugged forrte candid fufpicions in favour of the older Gnoftics. 

J7 Ambrof. torn, ii epift. xxiv. p. 891. 

'* In tile Sacred Hiftory and the Life of St. Martin, Snlplcius 
Severus ufes fome caution ; but be declares himfelf more freely in the 
Dialogues iii. m. ). Martin was reproved however, by his own 
confidence , and by an angel ; nor could he afterwards perform miracles 
With fo much eafe. 

5 » The Catholic presbyter CSulp. Sever, 1. ii. p. 448. ) , and the pagan 
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Orator (Pacat. in Panegyr. Vcr. xii. 29.), reprobate, with equal 
indignation, the character and conduct of Ithacius. 

40 The life of St. Martin , and the Dialogues concerning his miracles, 
contain facts adapted to the grofleft barbarifm , in a ftyle not unworthy 
of the Auguftan age. So natural is the alliance between good tafte 
and good fenfe, that I am always aftoni&htd by this contrail. 

*' The short and funerficial life of St. Ambrofe, by his deacon 
Paulinos (Appendix ad edit. Benedict, p. i. — xv ), has the merit of 
original evidence. Tillcmont (Mem. EcdeT. torn. x. p. 78 — 306.), 
and the Benedictine editors (xxxi — Ixiii.), have laboured with their 
ufual diligence. 

61 Ambrofe himfolf (torn. ii. epift. xxiv. p. 888 — 891.) gives the 1 
emperor a vrry fpirited account of his own embafly. 

" His own reprefentation of his principles and conduct (torn. ii. 

.epift. xx. xxi. xxii. p. S9* 880 ) is one of the curious monuments 

of etclefiaftical antiquity. It contains two letters to his fifter Mar- 
cellina, with a petition to Valentinian, and the fermon de B 'a \filicis 
non iradendis. 

'* Retz had a fimilar meflage from the queen, to rcqucft that he 
would appeafe the tumult of Paris. It was no longer in his power, etc. 
A quoi j'ajoutai tout ce que vous pouvez vous imagiuer de refpect , de 
douleur, de regret, et de foumifiion , etc. (Mimoires, torn. i. p. 140.) 
Certainly I do not compare eitner the caufes, or the men; yet the 
coadjutor himfelf had fome idea (p. 84 ) of imitating St. Ambrofe. 

" Sozomen alone (1. vii. c. 13.) throws this luminous fact into a 
dark and perplexed narrative. 

'* Kxcubabat pia plebs in ecclefia mori parata cum cpifcopo fuo . .. 
Nos adhuc frifiidi excitabamiir tarnen civitate attonita atqoe turbata. 
Aueuftin. Conteflion. 1. ix. c. 7. 

47 Tillemont, Mem. EccleT. torn. if. p. 78. 49 . Many churches in 
Italy, Gaul, etc. were dedicated to the re unknown martyrs, of whom 
St. Gervafe feems to have been more fortunate than his companion. 

Invenimu*. mirae magnitudrnis viros duos, ut prHca artas ferebat. 
Tom. ii. epift. xxii. p. 87S- The fize of thefe skeletons was fortunately, 
orskiirully, fuited to the popular prejudice of the gradual decreafe of 
the human ftature: which has prevailed in every age iince the time of 
Homer. 

Grandiaque effoflis mirabitur ofla fepulthris. 

49 Ambrof. torn. ii. epift. xxii. p. ^7S- Auguftin. Confef. 1. ix. c. 7. 
de Civitat. Dei, I. xxii. c. 8. Paulin. in Vita St. ArnbroC c. 14. in 
Append. Benedict, p. 4« The blind man's name was Severus; he tomhed 
the holy garment, recovered his fight, and devoted the reft of his life 
(at leaft twenty -five years) to the fervice ol the church. I should 
recommend this miracle to our divines , if it did not prove the worship 
of relics , as well as the Ni» ene creed. 

Paulin. in Vit. St. Ambrof. c. in Append. Benedict, p. S. 

Z 4 
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71 Tillemont, M6m. EccleT torn. x. p. 190. 7*0. He partially allows 
the mediation of Theodoflus ; and capriciously rejects that ofMaxinius, 
though it is attefted by Profper, Sozomen, and Theodoret. 

71 The modeft cenfure of Sulpicius (Dialog, iii. 15.) inflicts a 
much deeper wound than the feeble declamation of Pacatus (xii. 
2f, 16.). 

71 Efto tutior adverfus hominem, paris involucro tegentem, was the 
wife caution of Ambrofe (torn. ii. p. 891. )» after his return from his 
Second embafly. 

74 Baronius (A. D. 3K7. N°. 63.) applies to this feafon of public diftrefs 
fome of the penitential fermons of the archbishop. 

75 The flight of Valentiuian, and the love of Theodoflus for his lifter, 
are related by Zofimus (I. iv. p. 263 ♦ £64.). Tillemont produces 
fome weak and ambiguous evidence to antedate the fecond marriage 
of Theodoflus (Hid. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 740. ), and confequently 
to refute ces contes deZofime, qui ferojent trop* contraires a la pilta* 
de Tbeodofe. 

7t See Godefroy's Chronology of the Laws, Cod. Theodof. torn. i. 
p. exix. 

77 fiefides the hints which may be gathered from chronicles and 
eccleflaftical hiftory, Zofimus (1. iv. p. 2S9 — 267. .* Orofius (1. vii. 
c. 3*.), and Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 30— 47). » fupply the 
loofe and fcanty materials of this civil war. Ambrofe ( torn. ii. epift. 
xl. p. 9S2, 9*30 darkly alludes to the well know n events of a magazine 
furprifed, an action at Petovio, a Sicilian, perhaps a naval, victory, 
etc. Aufonius p. 2*6. edit. Toll.; applauds the peculiar merit, and 
good fortune, of Aquilcia. 

74 Q,u am promptum laudare ptincipem , tarn tutum filuifle de principe 
(Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 2.;. Latinus Pftcatus Orepanius , a native 
of Gaul, pronounced this oration at Rome (A. D. 388.). He was 
afterwards proconful of Africa; and his friend Aufonius praifes him as 
a poet, fecond only to Virgil. See Tillemont, Hift, des Empereurs, 
torn. v. p. 303. 

79 See the fair portrait of Theodoflus, by the younger Victor; the 
firokes are diftinct. and the colours are mixed. The praife of Pacatus 
is too vague : and Claudian always feems afraid of exalting the father 
above the fon. 

•° Ambrof. torn. ii. epift. -xl. p. 95*. Pacatus, from the want of 
ckjll, or of courage , omits this glorious cirpumftance. 
91 Pacat in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 20. 

11 Zofimus, I. iv. p. 2-1, 272. His partial evidence is marked by 
an air of candour and truth. He obfervis thefe viciffitudes of sloth, 
and activity, not as a vice, but as a Angularity, in the character of 
Tueodofius. 

s; This choleric temper is acknowledged, and excufed, by Victor. 
Sed habes (lays Ambrofe , in decent and manly language, to his 
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fovcreign) naturx impetum, quem fi quis lenire velit, cito veries ad 
mifericordiam : fi quis ftimutet, in magis exfufcitas, ut eum revocare 
vix puflls (torn. ii. epift. li. p. 9980- Theodofius (Claud, in iv. Conf. 
Hon. 266, etc. ) exhorts his fon to moderate his anger. 

84 The Chriftians and Pagans agreed in believing, that the fedition 
of Antioch was excited by the dxmons. A gipantic woman (fays 
Sozomen, I. vii. c. 23 ) paraded the ftreets with a fcourge in her 
hand. An old man ffays Libanius, Orat. xii. p. 396.) transformed 
himfelf into a youth, then a boy, etc. 

** Zofimus, in bis short and ditingenuous account (I. iv. p. 2^8, 
2S9- , is certainly miftaken in fending Libanius himfelf to Conilantinople. 
His own orations fix him at Antioch. 

85 Libanius (Orat. i. p. 4. edit Venet.) declares, that, under fuch 
a reign, the fear of a maflTarre was groundlefs and abfurd, efpecially 
in the emperor's abfence; for his prefence. according to the eloquent 
slave, might have given a fanction to the mod bloody acts. 

97 Laodicea, on the fea-coaft, lixty-five nvles from Antioch (fee 
Noris Epoch. Syro-Maced. Dffert. iii. p. ^30.). The Antiochians 
were offended, that the dependent city of Seleucia should prefume to 
intercede for them. 

** As the days of the tumult depend on the moveahle fcftival of 
Eafter, they can only be determined by the previous determination of 
the year. The year 387 has been preferred , after a laborious inquiry, 
by Tillemont (Hift. des Emp. torn. v. p. 741 — 744-) and Montfaucon. 
(Chryloftom, torn. xiii. p. 10s — no.). 

89 Ctuyfoftom oppofes their courage-, which was not attended with 
much risk, to the cowardly flight of the Cynics. 

90 The fedition of Antioch is represented in a lively, and almoft 
dramatic, manner, by two orators, who had their refpective shares" 
of intercft and merit. See Libanius ( Orat. xiv , xv. p. 389 — 420. 
edit. Morel. Orat. i. p. I — 14. Venet. I7S4- )» and the twenty orations 
of St. John Chryfoftora, deStatuis (torn, ii. p. I — 225. edit. Montfaucon.). 
I do not pretend to much perfonal acquaintance with Chryfoftom; but 
Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 263 — 283.) and Hermant 
(Vie de St. Chryfoftome , torn. i. p. 137. — 224 ) had read him with 
pious curiofity, and diligence. 

91 The original evidence of Ambrofe (torn. ii. epift. li. p. 998.). 
Auguftin < de Civitat. Dei, v. 26.), and Paulinus (in Vit. Ambrof. 
c. 24.) is delivered in vague exprefllons of horror and pity. It is 
illuftrated by the fubfequent and unequal tefti monies of Sozomen 
(I. vii. c. 25.), Theodoret (1. v. c. 17.), Theophanes (Chronograph, 
p. 62.), Cedrenus (p. 317.), and Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xiii. p. 34-). 
Zofimus alone y the partial enemy of Theodofius, moft unaccountably 
pnflts over in filence the worft of his actions. 

91 See the whole tranfaction in Ambt'jfe (torn. ii. epift. xl, xli. 
f. 946— 9S6-) and his biographer Paulinus ( c. 23. )► Bayle and 
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Barbcyrac ( Monies des Pe*res, c. xvii. p. 32* , etc.) have juftly con- 
demned the archbishop. 

91 His fermon is a ftrange allegory of Jeremiah's rod, of an almond- 
tree, of the woman who washed and anointed the feet of Clnift. But 
the peroration is direct and per[bnal. 

*♦ Hodie, Epifcope, de me propofuifti. AmbroTe modeftly confcfTed 
it: but he fternly reprimanded Timafius, general of the horfe and foot, 
who had prefumed to fay, that the monks of Callinicum defcrved 
punishment. 

9 * Yet, five years afterwards, when Theodofius was abfent from his 
fpiritual guide, he tolerated the Jews, and condemned the deftrtiction 
of their fynagogue. Cod. Theodof 1. xvi. tit. viii. leg. 9. with Godefroy's 
Commentary, torn, vi. p. 22*. 

96 Ambrof. torn. ii. epift. li. p. 997 — 1001. His Epiftle is a mtferable 
rhapfody on a noble fubject. Ambrofe could act better than he could 
-write. His competitions are deftitute of tafte, or genius; without the 
fpirit of Tertullian , the copious elegance of Lactantius , the lively wit 
of Jerom, or the grave energy of Auguftin. 

97 According to the discipline of Sr. Bafil Canon lvi. ), the vo- 
luntary homicide was four years a mourner; five an hearer; feven in 
a proftrate ftate; and four in a ftanding pofture. I have the Original 
(Beveridge, Pandect, torn. ii. p. 47 — Hi.) and a translation 'Char- 
don, Hift. des Sacremens, torn. iv. p. 219 — 277.) of the Canonical 
Epiftles of St. Bafil. 

93 The pennance of Theodofius is authenticated by Ambrofe (torn, 
vi. d:> Obit. Theodof. c. 34. P- 1207. \ Auguftin. ( de Civitat. Dei, v. 
26.), and Paulinus (in Vit. Ambrof. c. t\.). Socrates is ignorant; 
Sozomcn (1. vii. c. 2?.) concife; and the copious narrative of Theo- 1 
dorct v I. y. c 18.) mull be ufed with precaution. 

99 Codex Theodof. 1. ix. tit xl. leg. 13. The date and c ire urn- 
ftances of this law are perplexed with difficulties; but I feel myfelf 
inclined to favour the honeft efforts oFTillemont (Hift. des Emp. torn, 
v. p 721.) and Pagi (Critica, torn. i. p. 578.). 

109 Un prince qui aime la religion, et qui la craint, eft un lion 
qui cede a la main qui le flatte , ou a la voix qui l'appaife. Efprit des 
Loix, 1. xxiv. c. 2. 

101 T*ro nipt tv; tvipyzroct notfaxw eoohv woet, is the niggard 
praife of Zofimus himfelf (1. iv. p. 367.). Auguftin fays, with fome 

happiners of expreffion , Valentinianum mifericordiflima veneration* 

reftituit. 

xo3 Sozomen, 1. vii. c. 14. His chronology is very irregular. 

X0J See Ambrofe (torn ii. de Obit. Valentinian. c. 15, etc. p. H7S, 
c. 36, etc. p. 1 184- ). When the young emperor gave an entertainment, 
he fafted himfelf; he refufed to fee an handforae actrefs, etc. Since 
he ordered his wild beads to be killed, it is ungenerous in Philoftor, 
gius (I, xi. c. 1.) to reproach him with the love of that amufement. 
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,0 * Zofimus (1. iv. p. 27s. ) praifes the enemy of Theodofius. But 
he is detefted by Socrates (I. v. c. 2S. ) and Orofius (I. vii. c. 3S. ). 

10 * Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c 9- p. in the fecond volume of the 
Hiftorians of France has preferved a curious fragment of Sulpicius 
Alexander, an hiftorian far more valuable than hirafelf. 

106 Godefroy : Diflertat. ad Philoftorg. p. 429 — 454-) has dili- 
gently collected all the circumftances of the death of Valentinian II. 
The variations* and the ignorance, of contemporary writers, prove 
that it was fecret. 

107 De Obitu Valentinian. torn ii. p. 1173 — i'96. He is forced 
to fpeak a difcreet and obfcure language : yet he is much bolder than 
any layman , or perhaps any other ecclefiaftic , would have dared 
to be* 

108 See c. *f. p. 1 188. c. 7*. p. 1 193. Don Chardon (Hift. des 
Sacrcmens , torn. i. p. SC> ) , who owns that St. Ambrofe moil ftre- 
nuously maintains the indifpcnfable nectflity of baptifin, labours to re- 
concile the contradiction. 

109 Quern fibi Germanus famulum delegerat exul,. 

is the contemptuous expreffion of Claudian (iv. Conf. Hon. 74.). 
JEngenius profefled Chriftianity; but his fecret attachment to Paganifm 
(Sozomen, 1. vii. c. 22. Philoftorg. 1. xi. c. 2 ) is probable in a gram- 
marian, and would fecure the friendship of Zofimus (1. iv. p. 276, 
277 )• 

1,0 Zofimus CI. iv. p. 278.) mentions this embafly; but he is di- 
verted by another ftory from relating the event, 

111 Ewstx$x%sv « tutu yxfjurn Yct/^x toc (IxviXux tov othxQot 
tiKiOvfousv^. Zofim. 1. iv. p. 277. He afterwards fays (p. 28O. ), that 
Galla died in childbed; and intimates, that the affliction of her 
husband was extreme, but short. 

113 Lycopolis is the modern Siut, or Ofiot, a town of Said, about 
the fize of St. Deny*, which drives a profitable trade with the king- 
dom of Sennaar; and has a very convenient fountain, *' cujus potft 
„ figna virginitatis eripiuntur. " See d'Anville , Defcription de 
l'Egypte, p. I81 Abulfeda, Defcript. iEgyp. p. 4. and the curious 
Annotations, p. 2?. 9^. of his editor Michaelit. 

112 The life of John of Lycopolis is defcribed by his two friends, 
Rufinus (1. ii. c. 1. p. 449.) and Palladius (Hift. Laufiac c. 43. 
p. 738.), in Rofweyde's great Collection of the Vitae Patrum. Tille- 
mont (M*m. Ecclef. torn. x. p. 718. 720.) has fettled the Chrono- 
logy. 

1,4 Sozomen, 1. vii. c. 22. Claudian (in Eutrpp. 1. i. 312.) men. 
tions the eunuch's journey: but be mod contemptuously derides the 
Egyptian dreams, and the oracles of the Nile. 

tt$ Zofimus, l. iv. p. 280. Socrates, 1. vii. to. Alaric himfelf 
(de Bell. Getico, 5:4 ) dwells with more complacency on hi* early 
exploits againft the Romans. 
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.... Tot Auguftus Hebro qui telle fugavi. 
Yet his vanity could fcarcely have proved this plurality of flying em- 
perors. 

II * Claudian (in iv ConC Honor. 77, etc.) contrails the military 
plans of the two ufurpcrs. 

.... Novitas audere priorem y 
Suadcbat i cautumque tin bant exempla fequentem. 
Hie nova moliri praeceps : hie quxrere tutus 
Providus. Hie fofisj collectis viribus tile. 
Hie vatfus excurrens , hie intra clauftra reductus 
Diflimiles ; fed morte pares. .... 
,X7 The Frigidus; a fmall, though memorable, dream in the 
country of Goretz, now called the Vipao, falls into the Sontius, or Li- 
fonzo, above Aquileia, fome miles from the Hadriatic. See d'Anville's 
Ancient and Modern Maps, and the Italia Antiqua of Cluverius 
(torn. i. p. IS8-). 

Iia Claudian's wit is intolerable: the fnow was dyed red; the cold 
river fmoaked ; and the channel mull have been choaked with carcafles, 
if the current had not been fwelled with blood. 

ll » Theodoret affirms, that St. John, and St. Philip, appeared to 
the waking, or sleeping, emperor, on borfeback, etc. This is the firft 
inftance of apoftolic chivatry, which afterwards became fo popular in 
Spain , and in the Cru fades. 

110 Te propter, gelidis Aquilo de monte procellis 
Ohruit adverfas acies; revolutaque tela 
Vertit in auctores, et turbine repulit haflas. 

0 nimium dilecte Deo, cui fundit ab antris 

JEolus armatas hyemes; cui militat JEther, 

Et conjurati veniunt ad claffica venti. 
Thefe famous lines of Claudi an un iii Conf. Honor. 93 » etc. A. D. 
,39«.) are alleged by his contemporaries, Auguftiu and Orofius; who 
fupprefs the Pagan deity of .JEolus; and add fome circumftances 
from the information of eye-witnefTes. Within four months after the 
victory , it was compared by Ambrofe to the miraculous victories of 
Mofes and Joshua. 

III "The events of this civil war are gathered from Ambrofe Uom. 
ii. epift. Ixii. p. 1022. ), Paulinus (in Vit. Ambrof. c. 26 — 34-), Au- 
guflin (de Civitat. Dei, v. 26 ), Orofius (1. vit. c. 3S.), Sozomen (1. 
vii. c. 24.), Theodoret (1. v. c. 24.), Zofimus (I. iv. p. 2S1, 2:42.), 
Claudian (in iii Conf. Hon. 63 — 105. in iv Conf. Hon. 7c — 117O, and 
the Chronicles published by Scaliger. 

111 This difeafe, 'afcribed by Socrates (1. v. c. 26.) to the fatigue* 
of war, is represented by Philollorgius (1. xi. c. a.) as the effect of 
sloth and intemperance: for which Photius calls him an impudent liar 
(Godcfroy, Diflert. p. 438.). 

1,1 Zofimus fuppofes , that the boy Honortus accompanied his 
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father (1. iv. p. 280.). Yet the, qtianto flagrahant poctora voto, is all 
that flattery would allow to a contemporary poet; who clearly defcribes 
the emperor's refufal, and the journey of Honorius, after the victory 
(Claudian in iii. ConC 78 — 12*.). 
*** Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 244. 

111 Vegetius, de Re Militari, 1. i. c. 10. The feries of calamities, 
which he marks, compel ns to believe, that the Hero, to whom he 
dedicates his book, is the laft and moft inglorious of the Valentinians. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

1 St. Ambrofe (torn. ii. de Obit. Theodof. p. 1208.) exprefsly praifes 
and recommends the zeal of Jofiah in the deftruction of idolatry. The- 
language of Julius Firmhus Maternus on the fame fubject (de Errore 
Profan. Relig. p. 467, edit. Gronov.) is piously inhuman. Nec filio 
jubet (the Mofaic Law) parci, nec fratri, et per amatarn conjugem 
gladium vindicem ducit, etc. 

* Bayle torn. it. p. 406, in his Commentaire Philofophique) juftifies, 
and limits, thefe intolerant laws by the temporal reign of Jehovah over 
the Jews. The attempt is laudable. 

1 See the outlines of the Roman hierarchy in Cicero (de Legibus, ii. 
7, 8 ), Livy (i. 20.), Dionyflus Harlicarnaflenfis (1. ii. p. 119 — 129. 
edit. Hudfon), Beaufort (Republfljue Romaine, torn. i. p. 1 — 90), 
and Moyle (vol. i. p. ic — ss.). The laft is the work of an English 
Whig, as well as of a Roman antiquary. 

4 Thefe myftic, and perhaps imaginary, fymbols have given birth 
to various fables and conjectures. It feems probable, that the Palla- 
dium was a fmall ftatue (three cubits and "a half high; of Minerva, 
with a lance and diftaff; that it was ufually inclofed in a fcria* or 
barrel} and that a fimilar barrel was placed by its fide, to difconcert 
curiofity, or facrilege. See Mezeriac (Comment, fur les Epitres d'Ovide, 
torn. i. p. 60 — C6.) % and Lipfius (torn. iii. p. 610. de Vtfta, etc. 
c. 10.). 

5 Cicero, frankly (ad Atticum , 1. ii. epift. or indirectly (ad 
Familiar. I. xv. epift. 4.. , confeffes, that the Augurate is the fupreme 
object of his wishes. Pliny is proud to tread in the footfteps of Cicero 
(iv. epift. 8.), and the chain of tradition might be continued from 
hiftory, and marbles. 

* Zofimus , 1. iv. p. 249 , 250. I have fupprefled the foolish pun 
about Pontifcx and Maximus. 

7 This ftatue was tranfported from Tarentum to Rome, placed in 
the Curia Julia by CaeCar, and decorated by Auguftus with the fpoils 
of Egypt. 

» Prudentius ( 1. ii. in initio ) has 1 drawn a very awkward portrait 
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of Victory: but Hie curious reader will obtain more fatisfaction from 
Montfancon's Antiquities (torn. i. p. 34L). 

• Ste Suetonius (in Auguft. c. JS. » and the Exordium of Pliny** 
Panegyric. 

10 Thefe facts are mutually allowed by the two advocates, Symmachus 
and Ambrofe. 

11 The Notitia Urbis , more recent than Conftantine, does not find 
one Chriftian church worthy to be named among the edifices of the city 
Ambrofe (torn. ii. .epift. xvii. p. 82s.) deplores the public fcandals of 
Rome, which continually offended the eyes, the ears, and the noftrils 
of the faithful. 

11 Ambrofe repeatedly affirms, in contradiction to common fenfe 
(Moyle's Works, vol. ii. p. 1 47-), that the Chriftians had a majority 
in the fenate. 

11 The firfl (A. D. 332.) to Gratian, who refufed them audience. 
The ftcond rA. D. 384.) to Valentinian, when the field was difputed 
by Symmachus and Ambrofe. The third (A. D. 388.) to Theodofius; 
and the fourth (A. D. 391. ) to Valentinian. Lardner ( Heathen Tefti- 
monies, vol. iv. p. 372 — 399.) fairly reprefents the whole tran faction. 

14 Symmachus, who was inverted with all the civil and facerdotal 
honours, reprefented the emperor under the two characters of Pontiftx 
Maximus , and Princtps SenatHs. See the prond infcription at the 
head of his works. 

M As if any one, fays Prudentius (in Symmach. i. 639. , should 
dig in the mud with an inftrument of gold and ivory. Even faints, 
and polemic faints, treat this adverfary with refpect and civility. 

16 See the fifty- fourth cpiftle of the tenth book of Symmachus. Tn 
the form and difpofition of his ten books of epiftles , he imitated the 
younger Pliny; whofe rich and florid ftyle he was fuppofed , by his 
friends, to equal or excel (Macrob. Saturnal. I. v. c. I.). But the 
luxuriancy of Symmachus confifts of barren leaves, without fruits , and 
even without flowers. Few facts, and few fentiments , can be extracted 
from his verbofe correfpondcnce. 

17 See Ambrose (torn. ii. epift. xvii, xviii. p. — 833.). The 
former , of thefe epiftles is a short cautio.n; the latter is a formal reply 
to the petition or libel of Symmachus. The fame ideas are more 
copiously expreffed in the poetry, if it may deferve that name, of 
Prudentius; who compofed his two books again ft Symmachus (A. D. 
404.) while that fenator was ilill alive. It is whimfical enough, that 
Mootefquieu (Confederations, etc. c. xix. torn. iii. p. 487.) should 
overlook the two profeffed antagonists of Symmachus ; and amufe 
himfelf with defcantinjg on the more remote and indirect eonfutations 
of Orofius, St. Auguftin, and Salvian. 

za See Prudentius (in Symmach. 1. i. etc.). The Chriftian 
agrees with the Pagan Zofimus (1. iv. p. 283*), in placing this vifit 
of Theodofius after the fecond civiJ war , gemini bis victor sxde 
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Tyranni (1. i. 410.). But the time and circumftances are better fuited 
to his firft triumph. 

19 P. udentius, after proving that the fenfe of the fenate is declared 
by a legal majority, proceeds to fay '609, etc.), 

Adfpice qiiam pleno fubfellia noftra Senatu 
Decernant tnfame Jovis pulvinar, et omne 
Idolium longe purgata ab urbe fugandum. 
Qua vocat egregii fmtentia Principis , illuc 
Libera, *cum pcdibus, turn corde , freqnentia tranfit. 
Zoftmus afcrihes to the confcript fathers an heathenish courage, which 
few of them are found to pofTefs. 

ao Jerom fpecifies the pontiff Albinus, who was furrounded with 
fuch a believing family of children and grand, children, as would have 
been fufheientto convert even Jupiter himfelf; an extraordinary profelyte! 
(torn i ad Lactam, p. 54. > 
ai Exfultare Patres videas, pulcherrima mundi 

Lumina; conciliumque fenOm geilire Catonum 
Candidiore toga niveum pietatis amictum 
Sumere; et exuvias deponere pontificals, 
The fancy of |>rudentius is warmed and elevated by victory. 

a * Prudentius, after he has defcrtbed the conversion of the fenate 
and people, asks, with fome truth and confidence, 

Et dubitamus adhuc Romam, tibi, Chrifte, dicatam. 
In leges tranfifle tuas ? 

Jerom exults in the defolation of the capitol , and the other 
temples of Rome (torn. i. p. 54 torn. ii. p. 9*.;. 

a4 Libanius Orat. pro Templis, p. 10. Genev. i63«« published by 
Janies Godefroy , and now extremely fcarce ) accufes Valentinian and 
Valens of prohibiting fatrifues. Some partial order may have been 
iflued by the Eaftern emperor : but the idea ^of any general law is 
contradicted by the filence of the Code, and the evidence of ecclefiaftical 
hiftory. 

*' See his laws in the Theodofian Code, 1. xvi tit. x. leg. 7 — 11. 

*' Homer's facrificcs are not accompanied with any inquifition of 
entrails (fee Feithtus , Antiquitat. Homer. 1. i. c. 10. 16.). The 
Tufcans, who produced the firft Harufpices, fubdued both the Greeks 
and the Romans 'Cicero de Divinatione, ii. 230- 

37 Zofimus, 1. iv. -p. 245. 249. Theodoret, 1. v. 0. 21. Idatius in 
Chron. Profpcr. Aquitan. 1. iii. c. 38. apud Baronium , Annal. Ecclef. 
A. D. 389. N°. 52. Libanius fpro Ttmplis, p. iO.> labours 'to prove, 
that the commands of Theodofius were not direct and pofitive. 

*• Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. x. leg. 8. 18. There is room to believe, 
that this temple of Edefl'a, which Theodofius wished to fave for civil 
ufes, was foon afterwards a heap of ruins (Libanius pro Templis, p. 
26, 27. and Godefroy's notes, p. 59.) 

i9 See this curious oration of Libanius pro Templis , pronounced , 
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or rather compofed , about the year 3SO. I have confnlted, with 
advantage, Dr Lardner's verfion and remarks 'Heathen Ttfl i monies , 
vol iv. p. I3S — i';;.). 

,w Sfe the life of Martin, by Sulpicius Severus. t 9 — 14 The faint 
once miftook (as Dnn Quixote mi^ht have done an nanalefs funeral 
for an idolatrous prottfllon, and in.prud; ntly committed a miracle. 

* x Compare Sozomen (1 vii. c n with Theodoret 1 v. c. 21.). 
Between them, they relate the crufaile and death of Marcellus. 

>s Libamus pro Templij, p. 10 — >3 He rails at thefe black -zarbed 
men, the Chriftian Monks, who eat more than elephants. Poor elephants! 
they are temperate animals. 

,} Profper. Aquitan. 1. iii. c. 33 apud Barouium; Annal. Ecclef. 
A. D. 389. N° , etc The temple had been shut fome time, and 
the acceft to it was overgrown with brambles. 

*♦ Donatus, Roma Antiqua et Nova, 1. iv. c. 4. p. 4*g. This confe- 
cration was performed by pope Boniface IV. 1 am ignorant of the 
favourable circumftances which had preferved the Pantheon above two 
hundred years after the reign of Theodofius. 

J * Sophronius compofed a recent and feparate hi (lory (Jerom, in 
Script. Ecclef. torn. i. p. 3o3>X, which has furnished materials to 
Socrates 1. v. c. ifi.), Theodoret (1. v. c. 22.), and Rufinus (I. ii. 
c. 22.). Yet the lad, who had been at Alexandria, before, and after, 
the event, may deferve the credit of an original witnefs. 

J « Gerard Voffius (Opera, torn. v. p. 80. et de Idolatria, 1. i. c. 29.) 
ftrives to fupportthe ftrange notion of the Fathers; that the patriarch 
Jofeph was adored in Egypt, as the bull Apis; and the god Serapis. 

i7 Origo dei nondum noftris celebrata. iEgyptiorum anriftices Jic 
memorant, etc. Tacit. Hid. iv. 83. The Greeks, who had travelled 
into Egypt, were alike ignorant of this new deity. 

" Alacrobius, Saturnal. 1. 1. c. 7. Such a living fact decifively 
proves his foreign extraction. 

J * At Rome, His and Serapis were united in the fame temple. The 
precedency which the queen affumed, may feem to betray her unequal 
alliance with the ftranger of Pontus. But the fuperiority of the female 
fex was eftablished in Egypt as a civil and religious inftitution (Diodor. 
Sicul. torn. i. 1. i. p. 31. edit. Wefleling ), and the fame order is 
obferve'd in Plutarchs Treatife of Ifis and Ojir'u ; whom he identifies 
with Serapis. 

40 Ammianus (xxii. 1*. ). The Expofitio totius Mundi (p. g. ia 
Hudfon's Geograph. Minor, torn, iii.;, and Rufinus '1. ii. c. 22.)* 
celebrate the Serapeum, as one of the wonders of the world. 

41 See M6moires de l'Acad. des Infcriptions, torn. ix. p. 397 — 
416. The old library of the Ptolemies was totally cenfumed in 
Czfar's Alexandrian war. Marc Antony gave the whole collection of 
Pergamus (200,000 volumes) to Cleopatra, as the foundation of the 
new library of Alexandria. 

« Libanius 
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♦* Libanius (pro Templis p. 21.) indifcreetly provokes his Chriftiaa 
mailers by this intuiting remark. 

41 We niay chufe between the date of Marcellinus (A. D. 339.) or 
that of Profper (A. D. 39*. >• Tillemont ( Hift. ties Emp. torn. v. 
p. 3IO. 756.) prefers the former, and Pagi the latter. 

44 Tillemont , Me"m. EccleT. torn. xi. p. 441 — soo. The ambiguous 
fituation of Theophilus, a faint, as the friend or Jerom ; a dtvil , as 
the enemy of Chryfoftom; produce a fort of impartiality; yet, upon 
the whole, the balance is juftly inclined againft him. 

+' Lardner (Heathen Teftimonies , vol. iv. p. 411.) has alleged m 
beautiful paflace from Suidas, or rather from Damafcius, which shews 
the devout and virtuous Olympius, not in the light ofawarriour, but 
of a prophet. 

44 Nos vidimus armaria librorum, quibns direptls, exinanita ea a 1 
noftris hominibus, noftris temporibus memorant. Orofius, 1. vi. c. 15. 
p. 421. edit. Havercamp. Though a bigot, and a controverfial writer, 
Orofins feems to blush. 

47 Eunapius, in the lives of Antoninus and JEdefius, execrates the 
facrilegious rapine of Theophilus. Tillemont (M*m. EccleT. torn. xiii. 
p. 4S3. ) quotes an epiftle of Ifidore of Pelufium , wjbich reproaches the 
primate with the idolatrous worship of gold, the auri facra fames. ^ 

4 * Rufinus names the pried of Saturn, who, in the character of the 
god, familiarly converfed with many pious ladies of quality; till he 
betrayed himrelf, in a moment of tranfport, when he could not difguife 
the tone of his voice. The authentic and impartial narrative of JEfchines 
(fee Bayle, Dictionnaire critique, SCAMANDRE), and the adven- 
ture of.Mundus (Jofeph. Antiquitat. Judaic. 1. xviii. c. 3. p. 877. 
edit. Havercamp.), may prove that fuch amorous frauds have been 
practifed with fuccefs. 

4 » See the images of Serapis*, in Montfaucon (torn. ii. p. 297. ): 
but the defcription of Macrobius (Saturnal. 1. i. c. 20.) is much more 
picturefqne and fatisfactory. 

*• Sed fortes tremtiere mamis, motique verenda 
Majeftare loci , ii robora facra ferirent 
In fua credebant redituras membra fecures. 
(Lucan. rii. 429.) ** Is it true (laid Auguftus to a veteran of Italy, 
„ at whofe houfe he flipped), that the man, who gave the firft blow 
„ to the golden ft a cue at Anaitis, was inftantly deprived of his eyes , 
„ and of his life?" " I was that man (replied the clear- fighted ve- 
„ teran ) , and you now fup on one of the legs of the goddefs. " Plin. 
Hift. Natur. xxxiii. 24.). 

11 The Hiftory of the Reformation affords frequent examples of the 
fudden change from fupcrftition to contempt. 

s*lSozomen, 1 vii. c. 20. I have fupplied the meafure. The fame 
ftandard, of the inundation, and consequently of the cubit, has 
uniformly fubfifted fince the time of Herodotus. See Freiet, in the 
Vol. V. A a 

1 
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Mem. de PAcademie des Infcriptions, torn. xvi. p. 344— 3S3- Greaves's 
Mifcellaneous Works, vol. i. p. 233- The Egyptian cnbit is about 
twenty- two inchec of the English meafure. 

Libanius (pro templis, p. 15, 16, 17.) pleads their canfe with 
gentle and infinuating rhetoric. From the earlieft age, fuch feafts 
had enlivened the country ; and thofe of Bacchus ( Georgic ii. 380.) 
had produced the theatre of Athens. See Godefroy, ad loc. Liban. 
and Codex Tbeodof. torn. vi. p. 284. 

** Honorius tolerated thefe ruftic feftivals (A. D. 399,). " Abfque 

ullo facrificio, atque ulla fuperftitione damnabili. " But nine years 
afterwards he found it neceflfary to reiterate and enforce the feme 
provifu (Codex Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. x. leg. 17. 19.). 

»* Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. x. leg. 12. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclef. 
» Hiftory, vol. iv. p. U4.) cenfures , with becoming afperity, the ftyle 
and ftntiments of this intolerant law. 

" Such a charge should not be lightly made; but it may furely be 
juftified by the authority of St. Auguftin, who thus addrefles the Donatifts. 
44 Quis noftrum , quis veftrum non laudat leges ab Imperatoribus 
„ datas adverts facrificia Paganorum? Et certe longe ibi poena feverior 
„ conftituta eft; illius quippe impietatis capirale fupplicium eft. " Epift* 
xciii. N°. 10. quoffd by Le Clerc (Biblioth^que choifie, torn. viii. 
p. 277. ), who adds fome judicious reflections on the intolerance of the 
victorious Chriftians. 

* 7 Orofius, 1. vii. c. 28. p. S37- Auguftin (Enarrat. in Pfalm 
apud Lardner, Heathen Teftimonies , vol. iv. p. 4S8.) infults their 
cowardice. '* Quis eorum comprebenfus eft in facrificio (cum his le- 
„ gibus ifta prohiberentur ) et non negavit?" 

*• Libanius (pro Templis, p. 17, 18.) mentions, without cenfure, 
the occafional conformity, and as it were theatrical play, of thefe 
hypocrites. 

« Libanius concludes his apology (p. 32.), by declaring to the 
emperor, that unlefc he exprelsly warrants the deftruction of the 
temples, tv$i t*? tuv eeyffcv hairorocg , x«< om/toic, xeei t&j vojkw 
ftonfarovToc; , tne proprietors will defend themfelves and the laws. 

«° Paulinus, in Vit. Ambrof. c. 26. Auguftin de Civitat. Dei, 1. v. 
c. 26. Theodoret, 1. v. c. 24. 

« x Libanius fuggefts the form of a perfecuting edict, which Theo- 
dofius might enact (pro Templis, p. 32.); a rash joke, and a dan- 
gerous experiment. Some princes would have taken his advice. 
* 2 Denique pro meritis terreftribus xque rependens 
Munera, facricolis fuinmos impertit honores. 

m m m • * • 

Jpfe magiftratum tibi confulis, ipfe tribunal 
Contulit. 

Prudent, in Symmach. i. 617, etc: 
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" Libanius (pro Templis, p. 32.) is proud that Theodofius should 
thus diftinguish a man, who even in his prefenu would fwear by Jupiter. 
Yet this prefence feems to be no more than a figure of rhetoric. 

Zofimus, wh<» ftyles himftlf Count and Ex • advocate of the 
Treafury, reviles, with partial and indecent bigotry, the Chriftian 
princes, and even the father of his fovereign. His work muft have 
been privately circulated, fince it efcaped the invectives of the eccle- 
fiaftical hiftorians prior to Evagrias ( 1. iii. c. 40 — 42. ) , who lived 
towards the end of the fixth century. 

" Yet the Pagans of Africa complained, that the times would not 
allow them to anfwer with freedom the City of God ; nor does St. 
Augtiftin (v. 26.) deny the charge. 

" The Moors of Spain , who fecretly preferved the Mahometan 
religion, above a century , under the tyranny of the Inquifition, pot 
feffed the Koran , with the peculiar ufe of the Arabic tongue. See the 
curious and honeft (lory of their expulfion in Geddes (Mifcellanies, 
vol. i. p. 1 — 198 ). 

67 Paganos qui fuperfunt, quanquam jam nullos effe credamus t eto. 
Cod. TheodoC I. xvi. tit. x. leg. 22. A. D. 423. The younger Theodofius 
was afterwards fatisfied , that his judgment had been fomewhat 
premature. 

See Eunapius, in the life of the fophift iEdefius ; in that of 
Euftathius he foretels the ruin of Paganifm, xxt ?t yuu fah; , xxi otuhg 
ckctgs TvouvvriTU rot yy; X«AA<$"«# 

69 Caius (apud Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. I. ii. c* 2?.), a Roman presbyter, 
who lived in the time of Zephyrinus (A. D. 202 — 219.), is an early 
witnefs of this fuperftitious practice. 

70 Cbryfoftom. Quod Chriftus fit Deus. Tom. i. nov. edit. N°. 9. 
I am indebted for this quotation to Benedict the XIV th's paftoral 
letter on the jubilee of the year 17*0. See the curious and entertaining 
letters of M. Chais, torn. iii. 

71 Male facit ergo Romanus epifcopus? qui, fnper mortuorum homi- 
num, Petri et Pauli* fecundum nos, ofla veneranda . < . . offerc 
Domino facrificia, et tumulos eorum Chrifti arbitratur altaria. Jerom, 
torn. ii. adverf. Vigilant, p. 15 3* 

71 Jerom (torn. ii. p. 122.) bears witnefs to thefe translations, which 
are neglected by the ecclefiaftical hiftorians. The pafiion of St. Andrew 
at Patr*, is defcribed in an epiftle from the clergy of Achaia, which 
Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 60. N°. 34-) wishes to believe, and 
Tillcmont is forced to reject. St. Andrew was adopted as the fpiritual 
founder of Conftantinople (Me*m« Ecclef. torn. i. p. 317 — 323. 588 — 
594- ). 

71 Jerom. (torn. ii. p. 122.) pompously defcribes the translation of 
Samuel , which is noticed in all the chronicles of the times. 

74 The presbyter Vigilantius the proteftant of his age, firmly, 
though ineffectually* withftood the fuperfUtion of monks, relics, faint*. 
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fafts, etc. for which Jerom compares him to the Hydra, Cerberus, the 
Centaurs, etc. and confiders him only as the organ of the daemon (torn . 
ii. p. 120— 126.). Whoever will perufe the controverfy of Sr. Jerom 
and Vigilantius , and St. Auguftin's account of the miracles of St. 
Stephen, may fpeedily gain fome idea of the fpirit of the Fathers. 

7 * M. de Beaufobre 'Hift. du Manicheifme, torn. ii. p. 648.) has 
applied a worldly fenfe to the pious observation of the clergy of 
Smyrna, who carefully preferved the relics of St Polycarp the martyr. 

7t Martin of Tours (See his Life, c. 8. by Sulpicius Severus) extorted 
this confefliou from the mouth of the dead man. The error is allowed 
to be natural; the difcovery is fuppofed to be miraculous. Which of 
the two was likely to happen moft frequently ? 

77 Lucian computed in Greek his original narrative, which has been 
translated by Avitus, and published by Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. 
A. D. 415. N w . 7 — 16.). The Benedictine editors of St. Auguftin have 
given (at the end of the Work de Civitate Dei) two feveral copies, 
with many various readings. It is the character of falfehood to be 
loofe and incontinent. The moft incredible parts of the legend are 
fmoothed and foftened by Tillemont (M<m. EccleT. torn. ii. p. 9, etc.). 

7V A phial of St. Stephen's blood was annually liquefied at Naples, 
till he was fuperfeded by St. Januarius ( Ruinaru Hift. Perfecut. Vandal, 
p. S29.). 

7 » Anguftin compofed the two- and - twenty books de Civitate Dei in 
the fpace of thirteen years , A. D. 413 — 426 (Tillemont, M*m. EccleT 
torn. xiv. p. 608, etc.). His learning is too often borrowed, and his 
arguments are too often his own; but the whole work claims the merit 
of a magnificent defign , vigorously, and not unskilfully, executed. 

•° See Auguftin. de Civitat. Dei, L xxii. c. 22. and the Appendix, 
which contains two books of St. Stephen's miracles, by Evodius, bishop 
of Uzalis. Freculphus (apud Bafnage, Hift. des Juifs, torn. viii. 
p. 249. ) has preferved a Gallic or Spanish proverb , ** Whoever pre- 
„ tends to have read all the miracles of St. Stephen, he lies. 1 ' 

ai Burnet (de Statu. Mortuorum, p. 56 — 84.) collects the opinions 
of the Fathers , as far as they aflert the sleep , or repofe , of human 
fouls till the day of judgment. He afterwards expofes (p. 91. etc.) 
the inconveniencies which mud arife, if they* poftelfrd a more active 
and fenfible exiftence. 

•* Vigilantius placed the fouls of the prophets and martyrs, either in 
the bofom of Abraham (in loco refrigerii), or elfe under the altar of 
God. Kec pofle fuis tumulis et ubi voluerunt adeffe prefentes. But 
Jerom (torn. ii. p. 122.) fternly refutes this blafphemy. Tu Deo leges 
pones? Tu apoftolis vincula injicies, ut ufque ad diem judicii teneantur 
cuftodia, nec fint cum Domino fuo; de quibus fcriptum eft, Sequuntur 
Agnum quocunque vadit. Si Agnus ubiqoe, ergo , et hi , qui cum Agno 
funt, ubique efle credendi funt. Et cum diabolus et daemoaes toto 
vagentur in orbe, etc. 
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** Fleury, Difcours Fur PHift. Ecclefiaftique, Hi. p. 80. 

• 4 At Minorca, the relics of St. Stephen converted, in eight days, 
540 Jews; with the help, indeed, of fome wholefome feverities, fuch 
as burning the fynagogue, driving the obftinate infidels to ftarve among 
the rocks, etc. See the original letter of Severus bishop of Minorca 
(ad calcem St. Auguftin. de Civ. Dei), and the judicious remarks of 
Bafoage torn. viii. p. 24s — 2^1.). 

95 Mr. Hume (Eflays, vol. ii. p. 434.) obferves, like a philofopher, 
the natural flux and reflux of polytheifm and theifm. 

•* D'Aubignc* See his own Mimoires, p. i<i6 — 160J frankly offered, 
with the confent of the Huguenot minifters , to allow the firtt 400 years 
as the rule of faith. The cardinal du Perron haggled for forty years 
more, which were indifcreetly given. Yet neither party would hav*e 
found their account in this foolish bargain. 

97 The worship practifed and inculcated by Tertullian , Lactan- 
tius, Arnobius, etc. is fo extremely pure and fpintual, that their de- 
clamations againft the Pagan, fometimes glance againft the Jewish, 
ceremonies. 

*• Fauftus the Manichxan accufes the Catholics of idolatry. Vertiti? 
idola in martyres . . . quos votis fimilibus colitis. M. de Beaufobre 
(Hift. critique du Manichejfme , torn. ii. p. 629 — 700.), a Proteftant, 
but a philofopher, has represented, with candour and learning, the 
introduction of Chriflian idolatry in the fourth and fifth centuries, 

" The referablance of fuperftition, which could not he imitated, 
might be traced from Japan to Mexico. Warburton has feized this idea, 
which he diftorts, by rendering it too general and abfolute (Divine 
Legation, vol. iv. p. 126, etc.) 

90 The imitatiou of Paganifm is the fubject of Dr. Mittleton's agreeable 
letter from Rome. Warburtoa's animadverlions obliged him to connect 
(vol. iii. p. 120 — 132.) the hiftory of the two religious; and to prove 
the antiquity of the Chriftian copy. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

- 

1 Alecto , envious of the public felicity , convenes an infernal 
fynod. Megjera recommends her pupil Rufinus, and excites him to 
deeds of mifchief, etc. But there is as much difference between. Clau- 
dian's fury and that of Virgil, as between the characters of Turnus 
and Rufinus. 

1 It is evident (Tillemont, Hift. des Emp. torn. v. p. 770. ), 
though de Marca is ashamed of his countryman , that Rufinus was 
born at Elufa, the metropolis of Novempopulania, now a fmall vil- 
lage of Gafcony {d'Auville, Notice de rAncienue Gaule, p. 289.). 

- 
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» Philoftorgius , 1. xi. c. 3. with Godcfroy's Differ t. p. 440. 

A pafTage of Snidas is expreffive of his profound diffiraulation j 

$ Zofimus , 1. iv. p. 272, *73. 

* Zofimus, who defcribes the fall of Tatian and his fon* (1. iv. 
p. 273, 274.), aflerts their innocence: and even his teltimony may 
outweigh the charges of their enemies (Cod. Theodof. torn. iv. p. 4 t, 9.), 
who accufc them of oppreffing the Curia. The connection of Tatian 
with the Arians, while he wis praefect of Egypt (A. D. 373. )t inclines 
Tillemont to believe that he was guilty of every crime (Hift. des Emp. 
torn v. p. 3<5o. Al*m. EccleX torn. vi. p. S89.) 
». Juvenum rorantia colla 

Ante patrnm vultus ftricta cecidere fecuri. 

Ibat grandxvus nato moriente fuperftes 

Poft trabeas exful. 

In Rufin. i. 248. 

The facts of Zofimus explain the allufions of Claudian :) but his claffie 
interpreters were ignorant of the fourth century. The fatal cord, I 
found, with the help of Tillemont, in a fermon of St. Afterius of 
Amafea. 

8 This odious law is recited, and repealed, by Arcadius, (A. D. 
396. ), in the Theoa'ofian Code, 1. ix. tit. xxxviii. leg. 9. The fenfe as 
it is explained by Claudian (in Rufin. i. 234.) and Godefrqy (torn. iii. 
p. 27 9. ) , is perfectly clear. 

Exfcindere cives 

Funditus; et nomen gf litis delere laborat. 
The fcruples of Pagi and Tillemont can arife only from their zeal for 
the glory of Theodofius. 

9 Ammonius . . . Rufinum propriis manibus fufcepit facro fonte 
mundatum. Sec Rofweyde's Vita: Patrum , p. 947. Sozomen (1. viii. 
c. 17.) mentions the church and monaflery ; and Tillemont (M6m. 
Ecclef. torn. ix. p. S93. ) records this fynod, in which St. Gregory of 
NyfTa performed a confpicuous part. 

10 Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix , 1 xii. c. 12.) praifes one of the 
. laws of Theodofius, add re fled to the prefect Rufinus (I. ix. tit. iv. leg. 

unic), to difcourage the profecution of treafonable, or facrilegious , 
words. A tyrannical ftatute always proves the cxiftence of tyranny { 
but a laudable- edict may only contain the fpeciotis profeffions , or 
ineffectual wishes, of the prince, or his minifters. This, I am afraid, 
is a jutt, though mortifying, canon of criticifm. 

11 fluctibus auri 

Expleri ille calor nequit 

Congeftae cumulantur opes ; orbifque rap in as 
Accipit una domus -— 
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This character (Claudian. in Rufin. i. ifli — 220.) is confirmed by 
Jeront , a difinterefted witnefs (dedecus infatiabilis avaritis, torn. i. 
ad Heliodor. p. 26.)* by Zofimus (1. v. p. 286.) t a »d by Suidas, who 
copied the hiftory of Eunaptus. 
" Cactera fegnis; 

Ad facinus velox ; penitus regione remotas 

Impiger ire vias. 

This allufion of Claudian (in Rufin. i. 241.) is again explained by the 
circumftantial narrative of Zofimus (1. v. p. 288, 2S9. \ 

11 Zoiimus (1. iv. p. 243.) praifes the valour, prudence, and in- 
tegrity, of fiauto the Frank. See Tillemont, ( #ift. des Empereurs, 
torn. v. p. 771. 

. 14 Arfcnius efcaped from the palace of Conftantinople , and pa (Ted 
fifty* five years in rigid pen nance in the monatteries of Egypt. See 
Tillemont, Mini. EccleT. torn. xiv. p. 676 — -702.; and Fleury, Hift. 
EccleT. torn. v. p. 1 , etc.: but the latter, for want of authentic ma- 
terials, has given too much credit to the legend of Metaphrases. 

,J This ftory (Zofimus, 1. v. p. 290.) proves that the hymeneal 
rites of antiquity were {till practifed, without idolatry, by the Chriftians 
of the Eaft; and the bride was forcibly conducted from the houfe of 
her parents to that of her husband. Our form of marriage requires, 
with lefs delicacy, the exprefs and public confent of a virgin. 

16 Zofimus (v. p. 290.), Orofius (1. vii. c. 37-), and the Chronicle 
of Marccllinus. Claudian (in Rufin. ii. 7 — too.) paints, in lively 
colours, the diflrefs and guilt of the prefect. 

17 Stilicho, directly or indirectly, is the perpetual theme of Claudian. 
The youth, and private life of the hero, are vaguely cxprefTed in the 
poem on his firft confulship , 35 — 140. 

,g Vandalornm, imbellis, avarae , perfidx , et dolofae, gentis, genere • 
editus. Orofius, 1. vii. c. 38. Jerom (torn. i. ad Gerontiam , p. 93.) 
calls him a Semi - Barbarian. 

*• Claudian, in an imperfect poem, has drawn a fair, perhaps a 
flattering , portrait of Serena. That favourite niece of Theodofius 
was born, as well as her fitter Thermantia, in Spain; from whence, 
in their earlicft youth, they were honourably conducted to the palace 
of Conftantinople. 

~° Some doubt may be entertained , whether this adoption war 
legal, or only metaphorical (See Ducange, Fam. Eyzant. p. 75.) 
An old infeription gives Stilicho the Angular title of Pro. genet Divi 
Theodofii. 

41 Claudian (Laus Serenx, 190. 193.) exprefles, in poetic language, 
the *' dilcctus equnrum, " and the " gemino mox idem culmine duxit 
„ agmina. " The infeription adds, " count of the domeftics," an 
important command , which Stilicho, in the height of his grandeur, 
might prudently retain. 

ai The beautiful lines of Claudian (in i Conf. Stilic'h. ii. 113.) 

A a 4 
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difplay his genius: but the integrity of Stilicbo (in the military admi- 
niftration) is much more firmly eftablished by the unwilling evidence 
»f Zofimus ' I. v. p. 34*. 

>i Si bcllica moles 

Ingrueret, quamvis annis et jure minori,* 
Cedere grandsevos equitum peditumque magifiros 
Aufpiccres, ■ 

Claudian , Laus Seren. p. 196, etc. 

A modern general wqnld deem their fubmifiion, either heroic patriotic, 
or abject fervility. 

* 4 Compare the poem on the firft conflilsbip Ci. 9* — in.) with the 
Laus Stren* r 227 — a37. where it unfortunately breaks off.). Wc 
may perceive the deep inveterate malice of Rufinus. 

45 Quern fratribus ipfe 

Difcedens, clyp umque defenforemque dediftt. 
Yet the nomination (iv Conf. Hon. 432.)* was private 'iii Conf. Hon.' 
142.) cunctos difcedere . . . jubet; and may therefore be fufpected. 
Zofimus, and Suidas, apply to Stilicho, and Rufinus, the fame equal 
title of ET;r;oiT04 , guardians, or procurators. 

s# The Roman law diftinguishes two forts of minority , which expired 
at the age of fourteen, and of twenty « five. The one was fubject to 
the tutor , or guardian, of the perfon ; the other to the curator, or 
truftce , of the eftate (Heineccius, Antiquitat. Rom. ad Juhfprudent. 
pertinent. 1. i. tit. xxii, xxiii. p. 218 — 232.). But thefe legal ideas were 
never accurately transferred into the conftitution of an elective monarchy. 

57 Sec Claudian (i Conf. Stilich. i. 188. — 242.); but he muft allow 
more than fifteen days for the journey and return , between Milan and 
Leyden. 

>• I. Conf. Stilicb. ii. 88 — 94. Xot only the robes , and diadems 
of the deceafed emperor, but even the helmets, fword. hilts, belts* 
cuiraflcs, etc. were enriched with pearls, emeralds, and diamonds. 

*• Tantoque remoto 

Principe, mutatis orbis non fenfit habenas. 
This high commendation (is Conf. Stil. i. 149.) may be juflificd by 
the fears of the dying emperor (de Bell. Gildon. 292 — 30L); and 
the peace and good order which were enjoyed after his death (i ConC 
Stil. i. MO — 168.). 

*° Stilicho's march > and the death of Rufinus, are defcribed by 
Claudian (in Rufin. I. ii. 101 — 4*3- ), Zofimus (I. v. p. 29*5, 297.). 
Sozomen (1. viii. c. I.), Socrates (vi. c. I.), l'hiloftorgius (1. xi, c. 3. 
with Godefroy, p. 44D. and the Chronicle of Marcellinus. 

JI The direction of Rufinus, which Claudian performs with the 
favage coolnefs of an anatomilt (in Rufin. ii. 40s — 4H.), is likewife 
IpeciBed by Zofimus and Jerom (torn. i. p. 26.). 

,l The Pagan Zofimus mentions their fanctuary and pilgrimage. The 
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fitter of Rufinns, Sylvania. who patted her life at Jerufalem, is famous 

in monaftic hiftory. I. The ttudious virgin had diligently, and even 

repeatedly, perufe*d the commentators on the Bible, Origen , Gregory, 

Bafil, etc. to the amount of five millions of lines, 2. At the age of > 

threefcore, she could bond, that she had never washed her hands, 

face, or any part of her whole body; except the tips of her fingers, 

to receive the communion. See the Vitae Patrum, p. 779. 977^ 

" Sec the beautiful exordium of his invective agatnft Rufinus, which 
is curiously difcufled by the fceptic Bayle, Dictionnaire critique, 
RUFIN. Not. E. 

*♦ See the Theodofian Code, 1. ix. tit. xlii. leg. 14, IS. The new 
minifters attempted, with inconliftent avarice, to feize the fpoils of 
their predeceflbr, and to provide for their own future fecurity. 

15 See Claudian (i Conf. Stilich. 1. i. 275. =92. 296. I. ii. 83-), and 
Zofimus, I. v. p. 302. 

" Claudian turns the conlhlship of the eunuch Eutropius into a 
national reflection (1. ii. I34-). 

— — Plaudentem cerne fenatum 
Et Byzantinos proceres, Graiofgue Quirites: 
0 patribus plebes , 0 digni confule patres. 

It is curious to obferve the firft fymptoms of jealoufy and fchifm , be- 
tween old and new Rome, between the Greeks and Latins. 

37 Claudian may have exaggerated the vices of Gildo; but his 
Moorish extraction, his notorious actions, and the complaints of St. 
Auguftin , may jufHfy the poet's invectives. Baronius ( Annal. Ecclef. 
A. D. 398. N°. 3S — 56.) has treated the African rebellion with skill 
and learning. 

* 8 Inftat tcrribilis vivis , morientibus haeres, 
Virginibus raptor, thalamis obfecenus adulter. 
Nulla qnies : oritur prxda ceflante libido, 
Pivitibufque dies, et nox metuenda mantis. 

• Mauris clariflima quxque 

Faftidita datur. 

Baronius condemns , ftill more feverely , the licentioufners of Gildo ; 
as his wife, his daughter, and his fitter, were examples of perfect 
chaftity. The adulteries of the African foldiers are checked by one of 
the Imperial laws. 

39 Inque tuam fortem numerofas tra nihil it urbes. 

Claudian ( de Bel). Gildonico, 230— —324.) has touched, with political 
delicacy, the intrigues of the Byzantine court, which are likewife 
mentioned by Zofimus (1. v. p. 302.}. 

40 Symmachus (1. iv. epift. 4.) expreffes the judicial forms of the 
fenate; and Claudian (i Conf. Stilich. 1. i. 325, etc.) fceras to feel 
the fpirit of a Roman. 

+ l Claudian finely difplays thefe complaints of Symmachus, in a 
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fpeech of the goddefs of Rome, before the throne of Jupiter (de Bell. 
Gildon. 28 — 128.). 

41 See Claudian (in Eutrop. 1. i. 401, etc. i Conf. Stil. 1. i. 3o«, etc. 
ii Conf. Stilich. 91, etc.). 

41 He was of a mature age; fince he had formerly (A. D. 373.) 
ferved againft his brother Firmus (Ammian. xxix. s. \ Claudian, 
who underftood the court of Milan, dwells on the injuries, rather than 
the merits, of Mafcezel (de Bell. Gild. 389 — 414.). The Moorish 
war was not worthy of Honorius, or Stilicho, etc. 

44 Claudian, Bell. Gild 41s — 423. The change of discipline 
allowed him to life indifferently the names of Legio, Cohort, Manipulus. 
See the Nothia Imperii, S. 3 J . 40. 

45 Orofius (1. vii. c. 36. p. 56s.) qualifies this account with an 
exprelfion of doubt (ut aiunt); and it fcarcely coincides with the 
Swcenui % °^ Zofimus (1. v. p. 303.). Yet Claudian, after fome 
declamation about Cadmus's foldiers, frankly owns, that Stilicho fent 
a fmall army; left the rebel should fly, tie titneare times (i Conf. Stilich. 
1. i. 314 . etc.). 

4 * Claud. Kutil. Numatian. Itinerar. i. 439 — 448. He afterwards 
(US — S26. ) mentions a religious madman on the isle of Gorgona. 
For fuch profane remarks, Rutilius , and his accomplices, are ftyled, 
by his commentator, Barthius, rabioii canes diaboli. Tillemont (M£m. 
Ecclef. torn. xii. p. 471.) more calmly obferves, that the unbelieving 
poet praifes where he tneans to cenfure. 

47 Orofius, 1. vii. c. 36. p. S64. Auguftin commends two of tbefe 
favage faints of the isle of Goats (epift. Ixxxi. apud Tillemont, M6m. 
EccleT. torn. xiii. p. 317. and Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 398. 
N°. si.). 

4 * Here the firft book of the Gildonic war is terminated. The reft 
of Claudian's poem has been loft; and we are ignorant how, or where, 
the army made good their landing in Africa. 

4 * Orofius muft be refponttble for the account. The prefumption of 
Gildo and his various train of Barbarians is celebrated by Claudian 
(i ConC Stil. 1. i. 34S — 3*S.). 

*° St. Atnbrofe, whtJ had been dead about a year, revealed, in a 
vifion , the time and place of the victory. Mafcezel afterwards related 
his dream to Paulinus , the original biographer of the faint, from 
whom it might eafily pafs to Orofius. 

51 Zofimus (1. v. p. 303.) fuppofes an obftinate combat; but the 
narrative of Orofius appears to conceal a real fact, under the difguife 
of a miracle. 

52 Tabraca lay between the two Hippos ( Cellarius , torn. ii. p. ii. 
p. 112.; d'Anville, torn. iii. p. 84.). Orofius has diftinctly named 
the field of battle, but our ignorance cannot define the precife fituation. 

55 The death of Gildo is expreifed by Claudian (i Conf. Stil. 1. 357.), 
and his beft interpreters, Zofimus and Orofius. 
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*♦ Claudian (ii Conf*. Stilich. 99 — 119.) defcribes their trial (tremuit 
quos Africa nuper, cernunt roftra reos), and applauds the reftoration 
of the ancient conftitution. It is here that he introduces the famous 
fen ten ce, fo familiar to the friends of defpotifm : 

Nunquam libertas gratior exftat 

Quam fub rege pio. 

But the freedom, which depends on soyal piety, fcarcely deferves that 
appellation. 

5 * See the Theodofian Code,!, ix. tit. xxxix. leg. 3. tit. xl. leg. 19. 
" Stilicho, who claimed an equal share in all the victories of 
Theodofius and his fon , particularly afferts , that Africa was re- 
covered by the wifdom of his counfels ( fee an Infctiption produced 
by Baronius. ). 

57 I have foftened the narrative of Zofimus, which, in its crude 
{implicity, is almoft incredible (1. v. p. 303.). Orofius damns the 
victorious general (p. 538.), for violating the right of fanctuary. 

51 Claudian, as the poet laureat, compofed a ferious and elaborate 
epithalamium of 340 lines; befides fome gay Fefcennines which were 
fung, in a more licentious tone, on the wedding. night. 

— Calet obvius ire 

Jam princeps , tardumque cupit difcedere folem. 
Nobilis haud aliter fonipes. 

(de Nuptiis Honor, et Marix, 287.) and more freely in the Fefcen- 
aines (112 — 126,). 

. Dices, O quotics , hoc mihi dulcius 
Quam flavos dtcies vineere Sarmatas 
....... 

Turn victor madido profilias toro 
Nocturni referens vulnera prcelii. 

See Zofimus, 1. v. p. 333. 

et Procopius de Bell. Gothico, 1. i. c. 2. I have borrowed the 
general practice of Honorius , without adopting the fingular, and, 
indeed, improbable tale, which is related by the Greek hiftorian. 

** The leffons of Theodofius, or rather Claudian (iv Conf. Honor. 
214 — 418.), might compofe a fine inftitution for the future prince of 
a great and free nation. It was far above Houorius, and his degenerate 
subjects. 

CHAP. XXX. 

1 The revolt of the Goths, and the blockade of Conftantinople, 
are diftinctly mentioned by Claudian (in Rufin. 1. ii. 7 — IOOJ, 
Zofimus (1. v. p. 292.), and Jornandes (de Rebus Geticis, c. 29.). 
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* Alii per terga ferocis 

Danubii foltdata ruunt; expertaque reniis 

Frangunt ftagna rotis. 
Claudian and Ovid often amufe their fancy by interchanging the 
metaphors and properties of liquid water, and folid ice. Much falfe 
wit has been expended in this eafy excrcife. 

* Jerom , torn. i. p. z6. He endeavours to comfort his friend He- 
liodorus, bishop of Altinum, for tbe loft of his nephew Nepotian , by 
a curious recapitulation of all the public and private misfortunes of 
the times. See Tillemont, M6m. EccleT. torn. xii. p. 200, etc. 

4 Ba/tha, or bold: origo miriBca, fays Jornandes (c. 29.'. This 
ilhiftrious race long continued to flourish in France, in the Gothic 
province of .Septimania, or Languedoc; under the corrupted appellation 
of Baux: and a branch of that family afterwards fettled in the gdomkin 
of Naples (Grotiusin Prolegom. ad Hift. Gothic, p. The lords of 
Baux, near Aries , and of feventy.nine fubordinate places, were indepen- 
dent of the counts of Provence (Longuerue, Defcription de la France » 
torn. i. p. 3^7- 

* Zoftinus CI. v. p. 293 — 29S) is our beft guide for the conqueft of 
Greece : but the hints and allufion of Claudian are fo many rays of 
hiftoric light. 

6 Compare Herodotus '1. vii. c. 176.) and Livy (xxxvi. K.). The 
narrow entrance of Greece was probably enlarged by each fucceffive 
ravisher. 

7 He parted, fays Eunapius (in Vit. Philofoph. p. 93- edit. Commelin, 
IS960, through the ftreights, Six r<vv tart/Xp* (of Thermopylae) irxf^sv , 

Q)T7T2'M $IX 50t$W , XXI ItrTTOX^TU SSiSlH Tf SJCWV. 

8 In obedience to Jerom, and Claudian (in Rufin. 1. ii. 191.), I have 
mixed fome darker colours in the mild representation of Zofimus, who 
wished to foften the calamities of Athens. 

Nec fera Cecropias traxiffent vincula matres. 
SyncGus (Epift. clvi. p. 27a. edit. Petav ) ohferves, that Athens, whofe 
fufferings he imputes to the proconful's avarice , was at that time lefs 
femous for her fchools of philofophy than for her trade of honey. 

9 Vallata mari Scironia rupes, 

Et duo continuo connectens arquora muro 
Ifthmos ■ — 

Claudian de Bell. Getico, 188. 
The Scironian rocks arc defcribed by Paufenias (I. i. c. 44. p. 107. edit- 
Kuhn) and our modern travellers, Wheeler (p. 436. > and Chandler 
(p. 29a.). Hadrian made the road pafTable for two carriages. 

10 Claudian (in Rufin. 1. ii. 185. and de Bello Getico, 6 t 1, etc.) vaguely, 
though forcibly , delineates the fcene of rapine and deftruction. 

11 Tftj /axkxq's Axvxoi xoa T£TfXKt$ 9 etc. Thefe .generous lines 
of Homer (OdylT. 1. v. 306.) were tranferibed by one of the captiv 
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youths of Corinth : and the tears of Mummtus may prove that the rude 
conqueror, though he M'as ignorant of the value of an original picture, 
pofl'eflfed the pureft fource of good tafte, a benevolent heart (Plutarch, 
Sympoflac. 1. ix. torn. ii. p. 737. edit. Weche). ). 

" Homer perpetually defcribes the exemplary patience of thefe female 
captives, who gave their charms, and even their hearts, to the murderers 
of their fathers , brothers, etc. Such a pafTion (of Eriphile for Achilles) 
is touched with admirable delicacy by Racine. 

XJ Plutarch (in Pyrrho, torn. ii. p. 471. edit. Brian) gives the ge- 
nuine anfwer in the Laconic dialect. Pyrrfins attacked Sparta with 
2{,ooo foot, aooo horfe, and 24 elephants, and the defence of that 
open town is a fine comment on the laws of Lycurgus, even in the laft 
ftage of decay. 

14 Such, perhaps, as Homer (Iliad, xx. 164.) has fo nobly painted him. 

M Eunapius (in Vit. Philofoph. p. 90 — 93.) intimates, that a troop 
of Monks betrayed Greece , and followed the Gothic camp. 

" For Stilicho's Greek war, compare the honeft narrative of Zofimus 
(1. v. p. c9<* 296.), with the curious circumftantial flattery of Claudian 
(i Conf". Stilich. 1. i. 172 — t86. iv Conf. Hon. 459 — 4870. As the 
event was not glorious , it is artfully thrown into the shade. 

17 The troops who marched through Elis delivered up their arms. 
This fecurity emiched the Eleans, who were lovers of a rural life. 
Riches begat pride; they difdained their privilege, and they fuffored. 
Polybius advifes them to retire once more within their magic circle. 
See a learned and judicious difrourfe on the Olympic games, which 
Mr. Weft has prefixed to his translation of Pindar. 

18 Claudian (in iv. Conf. Hon. 480.) alludes to the fact, without 
naming the tiver: perhaps the Alpheus ( i. Conf. Stil. 1. i. 185.). 

Et Alpheus Geticis auguftus acervis 

Tard»or ad Siculos etiamnum permit amores. 
Yet I should prefer the Peneus, a shallow ftream in a wide and deep 
bed, which runs through Elis, and falls into the fea below Cylenne. 
It had been joined with the Alpheus, to cleanfe the Angean fiable 
(Ceilarius, torn. i. p. 760. Chandler's Travels, p. 286.). 

19 Strabo, 1. viii. p. 51 7. Plin. Hift. Natur. iv. 3. Wheeler, p. 308, 
Chandler, p. 275. They meafured, from different points, the diftance 
between the two lands. ■» 

30 SyneGus patted three years ( A. D. 397—403.) at Conftantinople, 
as deputy from Cyrene to the emperor Arcadius. He prefented hint 
with a crown of gold, and pronounced before him the inftmctive oration, 
de Regno (p. 1 — 32- edit. Petav. Paris 1612.). The ,Phi)ofopher 
was made bishop of Ptolemais , A. D. 410, snd died about 430. Set 
Tillemont, M<m. EccleT. torn. xii. p. 49?- 554- 683—*35. 

21 Synefius de Regno, p. 21— -2<?. 

a* qui foedera rumpit 

Ditatur: quifervat, eget: vaftator Achivx 
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Gentis, et Epirura nuper populatus inultaru 

Praefidet Illyrico: jam, quos obfedit, amicos 

Ingreditur muros; illis refponfa daturus 

Quorum conjugibus potitur, natofque peremit. 
Claudian in Eutrop. 1. ii. 2I-. Marie applauds his own policy (de Bel?. 
Getic. S33 — 543 ). in the ufe which he had made of this Illyrian 
jurifdiction. 

11 Jornandes, c. 29. p. 65 1. The Gothic hiftorian adds, with unufual 
fpirit, Cum fuis deliberans fuafit fuo labore quaerere regna, quam alienis 
per otium fubjacere, 
34 Difcors odiifque anceps civilibus Orbis 
Non fua vis tutata diu , dum foedera fallax 
Ludit, et alternx perjuria venditat aula:. 

Claudian de Bell. Get. 
** Alpibus Italix niptis penetrabis ad Urbcm. 
This authentic prediction was announced by Alaric , or at lead by 
Claudian (de Bell. Gctico, ^47. ), feven years before the event. But as 
it was not accomplished within the term which has been rashly fixed, 
the interpreters efcaped through an ambiguous meaning. 

Our beft materials are 97o verfes of Claudian * in the poem on 
the Getic war, and the beginning of that which celebrates the fixth 
confulship of Honurius. Zofimus is totally filent; and we are reduced 
to fuch fcraps, or rather crumbs, as we can pick from Orofius and 
the Chronicles. 

47 Notwithftanding the grots errors of Jornandes , who confounds the 
Italian wars of Alaric (c. 29.), his date of the confulship of Stilicho and 
Aurejian (A. D. 400.) is firm and refpectable, It is certain, from 
Claudian (Tillemont Hift. des Emp. torn. v. p. 804.) * that the battle of 
Follentia was fought A. D. 40;; but we cannot eafily fill the interval. 

2 * Tantum Roman* nrbis judicium fugis, ut magis obfidioncm 
barbaricam, quam pacata urbis judicium velis fuftinere. Jerom. torn. ii. 
p. 239. Rufinus underftood his own danger: the ptace/ul city was 
inflamed by the beldam Marcella, and the reft of Jerom's faction. 

29 Jovinian, the enemy of fails and of celibacy, who was perfecnted 
and infulted by the furious Jerom (Jortin's Remarks, vol. iv. p. 104, 
etc.). See the original edict of banishment in the Theodofian Code, 1. 
xvi. tit. v. leg. 43. 

30 This epigram (de Sene Veronenfi qui fuburbium nufquam egreflus 
eft), is one of the earlieft and moft pleafing competitions of Claudian. 
Cowley's imitation (Hurd's edition, vol. ii. p. 241.) has fome natural 
and happy ftrokes: but it is much inferior to the original portrait, 
which is evidently drawn from the life. 

JI Ingentem meminit parvo qui germine quercum 
iEqusvumque «idet confenuiiTe nemus. 

A neighbouring wood born with bimfelf he fees, 
And loves his old contemporary trees. 
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In this paflTage, Cowley is perhaps fuperior to his original; and the 
English poet / who was a good botanift, has concealed the oaks , under 
a more general exprefHon. 

I 1 Claudian de Bell. Get. 199 — 266. He may feem prolix : but fear 
and fuperftition occupied as large a fpace in the minds of the Italians. 

33 From the paflages of Paulinas, which Baronhis has produced 
(Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 403, N°. si.), it is manifeft, that the general 
alarm had pervaded all Italy, as far as Nola in Campania, where that 
famous penitent had fixed his abode. 

34 Solus crat Stilicho, etc. is the exclufive commendation which 
Claudian beftows (de Bell. Get 267*)* without condefcending to except 
the emperor. How inflgnificant mult Honorius have appeared in his 
own court! 

3$ The face of the country, and the hardinefc of Stilicho, are finely 
defcribed ( de Bell. Get. 340 — 363.). 

i6 Venit et extremis legio prxtenta Britannis 
Quae Scoto dat frena truci. 

De bell. Get. 416. 
Yet the mod rapid march from Edinburgh, or Newcaftle, to Milan, 
mnft have required a longer fpace of time than Claudian leems wil- 
ling to allow for the duration of the Gothic war. 

37 Every traveller rauft recollect the face of Lombardy (fee Fon- 
tenelle, torn. v. p. 279.), which is often tormented by the capricious 
and irregular abundance of waters. The Auftrian*, before Genoa, 
were encamped in the dry bed of the Polccvera. *' Ne farebbe " (fays 
Muratori) " mai pafTato per mente a que' buoni Alemanni , che quel 
,, picciolo torrente potefie , per cofi dire in un inftante cangiarO in 

un terribil gigante. " (Annali d'ltalia , torn. xvi. p. 443* Milan, 
17S3, 8vo. edit.) 

3 s Claudian does not clearly anfwer our qneftfon , Where was Hono- 
rius himfelf? Yet the flight is marked by the purfuit: and my idea of 
the Gothic war is juftified by the Italian critics, Sigonius (torn. i. P. 
ii. p. 369. de Imp. Occident. I. x.) and Muratori (Annali d'ltalia, 
torn. iv. p. 4*.). 

39 One of the roads may be traced in the Itineraries (p. 98. 288. 294. 
with "Weflfeling's notes). Afta lay fome miles on the right hand. 

40 Afta, or Afti, a Roman colony, is now the capital of a pleafant 
county, which, in the fixteenth century, devolved to the Dukes of 
Savoy (Leandro Alberti Defcrizzione d'ltalia, p. 382.). 

41 Nec me timor impulit ullus. He might hold this proud language 
the next year at Rome, five hundred miles from the fcene of danger 
( vi Conf. Hon. 449.). 

41 Hanc ego vel victor regno , vel morte tenebo 

Victus, humum 

The fpeeches(de Bell. Get. 479 — S49.) of the Gothic Ncftor, and 
Achilles, are ftrong, characterise , adapted to the circumftances ; and 
poffibly not left genuine than thofe of Livy. 
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«» Orofius (1. vii. c. 37-) is shocked at the impiety of the Romans, 
who attacked, on Eafter Sunday, fuch pious Chriftians. Yet, at the 
fame time, public prayers were offered at the shrine of St Thomas of 
Edefla, for the defrruction of the Arian robber. See Tillemont (Hid. 
des Emp. torn. v. p. S29. ), who quotes an homily, which has been 
erroneously afcribed to St. Chryfoftom. 

The vefliges of Pollentia are twenty-five miles to the fouth eaft of 
Turin. Urbs , in the fame neighbourhood, was a royal chace of the 
kings of Lombardy, and a fmall river, which excufed the prediction, 
*' penetrabis ad urbem. *' Cluver. Ital. Antiq. torn. i. p. S3 — 85.) 

45 Orofius wishes, in doubtful words, to infinuate the defeat of the 
Romans. ** Pugnantes vrcimus, victores victi fumus. " Profper (in 
Chron.) makes it an equal and bloody battle; but the Gothic writers, 
Cafliodorius (in Chron.) and Jornandes (de Reb. Get* c. 29-) claim a 
decifive victory. 

4 * Demens Aufonidum gemmata monilia matrum, 
Romanafque alta famulas cervice petebat. 

De Bell. Get. 627. 

47 Claudian (de Bell. Get. {So — 647.) and Prodentius (in Symmach. 
1. ii. 694 — 719.) celebrate, without ambiguity, the Roman victory of 
Pollentia They are poetical and party writers; yet fome credit is 
due to the moft fufpicious witneffes , who are checked by the recent 
notoriety of facts. 

48 Claudian's peroration is flrong and elegant; but the identity of the 
Cimbric and Gothic fields, mull be underftood (like Virgil's Philippi, 
Georgic i. 490. ) according to the loofe geography of a poet. Vercellae 
and Pollentia are fixty miles from each other; aud the latitude is (till 
greater, if the Cimbri were defeated in the wide and barren plain of 
Verona (Maffei, Verona IUuftrata, P. i. p. 54 — 62.). 

49 Claudian and Prudentius mud be ftrictly examined , to reduce the 
figures, and extort the hiftotic ienfe of thofe poets. 

50 Et gravant en airain fes friles avantages 
De mes etats conquis enchainer les images. 

The practice of expofing in triumph the images of kings and pro- 
vinces, was familiar to the Romans. The bull of Mithridates him- 
felf was twelve feet high, of malty gold (Freinshem. Supplement. 
Livian. ciii. 47.). 

51 The Getic war and the fixth confulship of Honorius, obfeurely 
connect the events of Alaric's retreat and lofles. 

** Taceo de Alarico...facpe victo, faepe conclufo, femperque dimiflb. 
OroGus, 1. vii. c. 37- p. 567. Claudian (vi Conf. Hon. 320.) drops the 
curtain with a fine image. 

%i The remainder of Claudian's poem on the fixth confulship of Hono- 
rius, dtferibes the journey , the triumph, and the games (330 — 660.). 

" See 
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'* See the infcription in Mafcou's Hiftory of the Ancient Germans, 
viii. 12. The words are pofitive and indifcreet , Getarum nationem in 
omne aevum domitam , etc. 

,s On the curious, though horrid, fubject of the gladiators, confult 
the two books of the Saturnalia of Lipfius, who, as' an antiquarian t 
is inclined to excufe the practice of antiquity (torn. iii. p. 483 — *45«). 

%i Cod. Theodof. 1. xv. tit. xii. leg. 1. The Commentary of 
Godefroy affords large materials ( torn. v. p. 396. ) for the hiftory of 
gladiators. 

* 7 See the peroration of Prudentius (in Symmach. 1. ii. 1 121 — * 
1130, who had doubtlefs read the eloquent invective of Lactantius 
(Divin. Inftitut. 1. vi. c. 20.). The Chriftisn apologifts have not fpared 
thefe bloody , games , which were introduced in the religious feMvala 
of Paganifm. 

s " Theodoret, 1. v. c. 25. I wish to believe the ftory of St. Tele* 
soachus. Yet no church has been dedicated, no altar has been erected, 
to the only monk who died a martyr in the caufe of humanity. 

f * Crudele gladiatorum fpectaculum et inhuman urn nonnullis videri 
folct; et haud fcio an ita fit, ut nunc fit. Cicero Tufculan. ii. 17. 
He faintly cenfures the abufe , and warmly defends the ufc, of thefe 
fports ; oculis nulla poterat efTe fortior contra dolortm et mortem 
difciplina. Seneca (epift. vii.) shews the feelings of a man. 

*° This account of Ravenna is drawn from Strabo (1. V. p. 327.)# 
Pliny (iii. 20), Stephen of Byzantium (fub voce P«/3cwa* p. 6st. 
edit. Berket), Claudian (in vi Conf. Honor. 494 ♦ etc,)* Sidonius 
Apollinaris (1. i. epift. v. 8.), Jornandes (de Reb. Get. c. 29.}, Pro* 
copius ( de Bell. Gothic. 1. i. c. i. p. 309, edit. Louvre), and Cluve* 
rius (Ital. Antiq. torn* i. p. 301 — 307.). Yet I ftill want a local 
antiquarian , and a good topographical map. 

41 Martial (epigram iii. S6, 57.) plays on the trick of the knave, 
who had fold him wine inftead of water ; but he feriously declares t 
that a ciftern, at Ravenna, is more valuable than a vineyard. Sido- 
nius complains that the town is deftitute of fountains and aqueducts; 
and ranks the want of fresh water among the local evils > fuch as the 
troaking of frogs, the ftinging of gnats, etc. 

'* The fable of Theodore and Honoria, which Dryden has fo ad* 
mirably tranfplanted from Bocaccio ( Giornata iii. novell. viii.) was 
acted in the wood of Chiajfi , a corrupt word from Clajjis t the naval 
ftation, which, with the intermediate road or fuburb , the Via Ca/aris , 
conftituted the triple city of Ravenna. 

41 From the year 404, the dates of the Theodofian Code become 
fedentary at Conftantinople and Ravenna. See Godefroy's Chronology 
4>f the Laws, torn. i. p. cxlviii. etc. 

* 4 See M. de Guigues, Hill, des Huns, torn. 1. p. 179-— IS9. torn. ii. 
p. 29S. 334 — 338. 

<s Procopius (de Bell. VandaJ. I. i. c. iii. p. 182.) has obferved an 
Vol. V. R b 
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emigration from the Palus Mxotis to the north of Germany, which he 
afcribes to famine. But his views of ancient hiftory are ftrangely darkened 
by ignorance and error. 

Zofimus (1. v. p. 131.) «fes the general defcription of, the nations 
beyond the Danube and the Rhine. Their fituation, and consequently 
iheir names, are manifeftly shewn , even in the various epithets which 
each ancient writer may have cafually added. 

t7 The name of Rhadagaft was that of a local deity of the Obotrites 
(in Mecklenburgh). A hero might naturally a flume the appellation of 
his tutelar godj but it is not probable that the Barbarians should 
worship an unfucceisful hero. See Alafcou , Hid. of the Germans, 
viii. 14. 

*• Olympiodorus (apud Photium , p. 180. ) ufes the Greek word, 
OTTTiM-x'iiy which does not convey any precife idea. I fufpect that 
Cbey were the princes and nobles , with their faithful companions ; 
the knights with their 'fquires, as they would have been ftyled fome 
centuries afterwards. 
'* Tacit, de Moribus Germanorum , c. 37- 

Cujus agendi # 

Spectator vel caufa fui. 

Claudian, vi Conf. Hon. 439- 

is the modeft language of Honoriits, in fpeaking of the Gothie war, 
which he had feen fomewhat nearer. 

71 Zofimus (1. v. p. 31t.) tranfports the war, and the victory of 
Stilicho, beyond the Danube. A itrange error, which is awkwardly 
and imperfectly cured, by reading Atvsv for Icfov (Tillemont, Kid. 
des Emp. torn. v. p. S07. )• In good policy, we mull ufe the fervice of 
Zofimus, without efteeming or milting htm. 

71 Codex Theodof. 1. vii. tit. xiii. leg. 16. The date of this law 
(A. D. 406, May IS.) fatisfies me, as it had done Godefroy 'torn. ii. 
p. 3S7), of the true year of the invafion of Radagaifus. Tillemont, 
Tagi , and Muratori , prefer the preceding year; but they are bound, 
by certain obligations of civility and refpect , to Sr. Paulinus of Nola. 

7i Soon after Rome had been taken by the Gauls, thefenate, on 
a fudden emergency, armed ten legions, 3000 horfe, and 42,000 foot; ; 
a force which the city could not have fent forth under Auguflus (Livy, 
vii. as.). This declaration may puzzle an antiquary, but it is clearly 
explained by Montefquteu. 

7* Machiavel has explained, at lead as a philofopher , the origin of 
Florence, which infenfibly defcended, for the benefit of trade, from the 
rock of Faefulx to the banks of the Arno (Iftoria Fiorentin, torn i. 
1. ii. p. 3^. Londra, 1747 ). The Triumvirs fent a colony to Flo- 
rence, which, under Tiberius (Tacit. Annal. i. 79.), deferved the, 
reputation and name of a flourishing city. See Cluver. Ital. Antiq. 
torn. i. p. S07, etc. 
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7f Yet the Jupiter of Radagaifus, who worshipped Thor and Woden, 
Was very different from the Olympic or Capitoline Jove. The accom- 
modating temper of Polytheifm might unite thofe various and remote 
deities ; but the genuine Romans abhorred the human facrifkes of 
Gaul and Germany. 

7t Paulinus (in Vit. Amhrof. c. <c.) relates this ftory, which he 
received from the mouth of Panfophia herfelf, a religious matron of 
Florence. Yet the archbishop foon ceafed to take an active part- in the 
buftnefs of the world, and never became a popular faint. 

77 Auguftin de Civitat. Dei, v< 23. Orofius, 1. vii. c. 37» p. 567 — 
*7i. The two friends wrote in Africa, ten or twelve years after the 
Victory ; and their authority is implicitly followed by I fid ore of Seville 
, <in Chron. p. 713. edit. Grot. \ How many ititerefling facts might 
Orofius have inrerted in the vacant fpace which is devoted to pious 
nonfenfe! 

79 Franguntur montes , planumque per ardua Caefar 

Ducit opus : pandit foflas , turritaque fummis 

Difponit caftella jugis, magnoque recefsu 

Amplexus fines; faltus nemorofaque tefqua 

Et divas , vaftaque feras indagine claudit. 
Yet the Gmplicity of truth (Caefar, de Bell. Civ. iit. 44. 1 is far greater 
than the amplifications of Lucan (Pharfal. 1. vi. 29 63.). 

79 The rhetorical expreflions of Orofius, "In arido et afpero montis 
»t jugo; " *' in unum ac parvum verticem," are not very fuitahle to 
the encampment of a great army. But Fsefuls, only three miles from 
Florence, might afford fpace for the head- quarters of Radagaifus, and. 
would be comprehended within the circuit of the Roman lines. 

■• See Zofxmus, 1. v. p. 33 1. and the chronicles of Profper and 
.Marcellinus. 

ai Olympiodorus (apud Photium , p. ISO. ) ufes an expreflion 
iTTfOTHTUt^UTO , which would denote a ftrict and friendly alliance, 
and render Stilicho ftill more criminal. The paulifper detentus, dtinde 
iuterfectus, of OroDus, is fufficiently odious. 

8: Orofius, piously inhuman, facrificcs the king and people, Agag and 
the Amalekites, without a fymptom of compalfion. The bloody actor 
is lefs deteftable than the cool unfeeling hiftorian. 

■* And Claudian's muTe, was she asleep? had she been ill paid? 
Methinks the feventh confulship ofHonorius (A. D. 407.) would have 
furnished the fubject of a noble poem. Before it was difcovered that the 
ftate could no longer be faved , Stilicho (after Romulus, Camillus , 
and Marius) might have been worthily i'urnamcd the fourth founder of 
Rome. 

A luminous paflage of Profper's Chronicle, " In trcs partes, pet 
divcrfos principes , divifus excrcitus reduces the miracle of Florence* 
and connects the hiftory of Italy , Gaul, and Germany. 

■ 
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" Orofius and Jcrom pofitively charge him with inftignting the i*- 
vafion. •* Excitat* a Stilichone gentes," etc. They mult mean indirectly. 
He fayed Italy at the expence of.Gaul. 

The Count de Buat is fatisfied, that the Germans who invaded 
Gaul were the two • thirds that yet remained of the army of Radagaifus. 
See the Hilloire Anctenne des Pcuples de lEurope (torn. vii. p. 87 — ill. 
Paris, 1772. ]; an elaborate work, which I had not the advantage of 
perilling till the year 1777. As ear?y as 1771. I find the fame idea 
exprtfled in a rough draught of the prefent Hiftory. I have fince 
obferved a fnnilar intimation in Mafcou C vii i 1*. >, Such agreement, 
without mutual communication , may add fome weight to our cvmntoi 
fentiment. 

• 7 — Provincia mifTns 

Expellet cirius fafces, quam Francia reges 
Quos dederis. 

Claudian (1 Conf. Stil. 1. i. 23s, etc.) is clear and fatisfactory. Theft 
kings of France are unknown to Gregory of Tours ; but the author of 
the Gffta Francorum mentions both Sunno and Marcomir, and names 
the latter as the father of Pharamond (in torn. ii. p. S4v). He fcems 
to write from good materials 4 which he did not underftand. 

,s See Zofimus (Kvi. p. 373- ), Orofius (1. vii. c. 40. p. 57<5. ), and 
the Chronicles. Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. 9. p. in the fecond 
volume of the Hiftorians of France) has preferved a valuable fragment ' 
of Renatns Profuturus Frigeridus, whofe three names denote a Cbriftian, 
a Koman fubject, and a Semi* barbarian. 

89 Claudian (1 Conf Stil. 1. i. 221. etc. 1. ii. i8<5 ) defcribes the 
peace and profperity of the Gallic frontier. The Abb* Dubos (HiP.» 
critique, etc torn. i. p. 174 ) would read Alba (a namelefs rivulet 
of the Ardennes ) inftead of A/bis; and expatiates on the danger of the 
Gallic cattle grazing beyond the Elbe. Foolish enough! In poetical 
geography, the Elbe, and the Hercyniati , fignify any river, or nny 
wood, in Germany. Claudian is not prepared for the ftrict examina- 
tion of our antiquaries. 

,0 Geminafque viator 

Cum videat ripas, quae fit Romana requirat. 

» r Jerom, torn. i. p. 93- See in the ift vol. of the Hiftorians of 
France, p. 777 - 7S2. the proper extracts from the Carmen de Provi- 
dentia Divina, and Salvian. The anonymous poet was himfelf a captive, 
with his bishop and fellow - citizens. 

91 The Pelagian doctrine, which was firft agitated A. D. 40*, was 
condemned , in the fpace of ten years, at Rome and Carthage. St. Au- 
guftin fought and conquered^: but the Greek church was favourable to 
his adverfaries; and ' what is lingular enough the people did not take 
any part in a difpute which they could not underftand. 



Digitized by Google 



THIRTIETH CHAPTER. 3#9 



•» See the Me*moires de Guillaume du Bellay , !. vi. In French 4 
the original reproof is left obvious, and more pointed, from the 
double fenfe of the word journee, which alike fignifies , a day's travel , 
or a battle. 

9 * Claudian (i Conf. Stil. 1. ii. 2500. It is fuppofed, that the 
Scots of Ireland invaded, by fea, the whole weftern coaft of Britain: 
and fome slight credit may be given even to Nennius and the Irish tra- 
ditions Carte's Hift. of England s vol. i. p. 109. Whitaker's Genuine 
Hiftory of the Britons, p. 199. . The fixty-lix lives of St. Patrick, 
which were extant in the ninth century, muft have contained as 
many thoufand lies; yet we may believe, that, in one of thcfe Irish 
inroad;, the future apottle was led away captive (Usher, Antiquit 
Ecclef Britann. p. 431. and Tillemont. Mem. EccleT torn. xvi. p. 4S6- 
782, ete. >. 

9S The British ufurpers are taken from Zofimus (1. vi. p. 371 — 37?.\ 
Orofius (1. vii. c. 40. p. 577- ), Olympiodorus (apud Photium, 

p. 180, 18T.), the ecclefiaftical hiftorians, and the Chronicles. The 
Latins are ignorant of Marcus. 

•* Cum in Conftantino inconftantiam . . . cxecrarentnr fSidonius 
Apollinaris, 1. v. epift. 9. p. 139* edit, fecund. Sirmond.). Yet Sido- 
nius might be tempted, by fo fair a pun , to ftigmatife a- prince, who 
had difgraced his grandfather. 

97 Bagaud* is the name which Zofimus applies to them; perhaps 
they deferved a lefs odious character (fee Dubos , Hift critique, torn. i. 
p. 203. and this Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 100.). We shall hear of them 
again. 

Verinianuf, Didymus , Theodofius, and Tagodius, who, in modern 
courts, would be ftyled princes of the blood, were not diftinguished 
by any rank or privileges above the reft of their fellow-fubjects. 

Thefe HonorUni, or Honoriaci , conftfted of two bands of Scots, or 
Attacotti , two of Moors, two of Marcomanni, the Victorcs, the 
Afcarii, and the Gallicani (Notitia Imperii, feet, xxxviti. edit. Lab.). 
Thoy were part of the fixty-five Auxilia Palatina , and are properly 
ftyled, sv th uvh* tx%u$ , by Zofimus (1. vi. p. 374-.). 

,0 * Comitatur euntem 

Pallor, et atra fames; et faucia lividus ora 
Luctus; et infemi ftridentes agmine morbT. 

Claudian in vi Conf. Hon. 321, etc. 

101 Thefe dark tranfactions are inveftigatcd by the Count de Buak 
f Hift. des Peuplcs de P Europe, torn. vii. c. Hi — viii. p. 69 — 206. ) f 
whole laborious accuracy may fometimes fatigue a fuperficial reader. 

102 See Zofimus, I. v. p. 334, 33?. He interrupts his fcanty narra- 
tive, to. relate the fable of JEmona, and of the ship Argo; which 
was drawn over land from that place to the Hadriatic. Sozomen 
(L viii. c ss. L is. c. 4.) and Socrates (L vii. c. 10.) caft a pale 
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and doubtful light; and Orofius (1. vii. c. 38. p. 571.) is abominably 
partial. 

I0) Zofimus, 1. v. p. 33S, 339* He repeats the words ofLampadius, 
as they were fpoke in Latin, ** non eft ifta pax, fed pactio fervitutis, " 
and then translates them into Greek for the benefit of his readers. 

He came from the coaft of the Euxine, and exercifed a fp leu did 
office , Xa*wrf(X£ oi fftitTUXf tv rzi% fixrfouoic a?.*ttevoj. His actions 
juftify his character, which Zofimus,(I. v. p 340 ) expofes with vifible 
fatisfaction. Auguftin revered the piety of Olympitis , whom he ftyles 
a true fon of the church (Raronius, Annul. Ecclef. A. 1). 40S. N°. 19. 
etc. Tillemont, Mc"m. EccleT. torn. xiii. p. 4«7* 468.). But thefe 
praifes, which the African faint fo unworthily bellows, might proceed, 
«s well from ignorance , as from adulatiou. 

IO * Zofimus, 1. v. p. 338, 339. Sozomcn , 1. ix. c. 4. Stilicho 
offered to undertake the journey to Conftantinople, that he might divert 
Honorius from the vain attempt. The Eaftern empire would not have 
obeyed, and could not have been conquered. 

105 Zofimus 1. v. p. 33^ — 34*.} has copiously, though not clearly, 
related the difgrace and death pf Stilicho. Olympiodorus (apud Phot, 
p. I77-), Orofius (1. vii. c. 3?. p. ^71, $72.), Sozomen CI. ix. c. 4.), 
and Philoftorgius (k xi. c. 3. 1. xii. c. 2.), afford fupplemental 
hints. S. 

I0 * Zofimus » 1. v. p. 333. The marriage of a Chriftian with two 
filters, fcandalifes Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs , torn. v. p. *S7- )» 
who expects, in vain, that pope Innocent I. should have done fome- 
thing in the way, either of cenfure, or of difpenfation. 

107 Two of his friends are honourably mentioned (Zofimus, 1. v. 
p. 346.): Peter, .chief of the fchool of notaries, and the great cham* 
berlain Oeutrrius. Stilicho had fe cured the bed - chamber; and it is 
furprifing, that, under a feeble prince, the bed* chamber was not 
able to fecure him. 

,0 « Orofius (1. vii. c. 38. p. *7i, *72. ) feems to copy the falfe 
and furious manifeftos , which were difperfed through the provinces by 
the new adminiflration. 

I0 * See the Theodofian Code, 1. vii. tit. xvi. leg. t. 1. ix. tit. xlii. 
leg. 22. Stilicho is branded with the name of prado publicus, who 
employed his wealth , ad cmnem ditandam , inquictandamque Barbariem. 

110 Auguftin himfelf is fatisfied with the effectual laws, which 
Stilicho had enacted 8gainft heretics and idolaters ; and which are ftill 
extant in the Code? He only applies to Olympius for their confirmation 
(Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. 0. 40S. N°. 19.). 

1,1 Zofimus, 1. ^. p. 3si. We may obferve the bad tafte of the age, 
in dreffing their flatties with fucli awkward finery. 

ltz See Rutilius Numatianus CItinerar. 1. ii. 4T — 60.) to whom 
religious enthnfiafm has dictated fome elegant and forcible lines. 
Stilicho likewife ftripped the gold plates from the doors of the Capitol, 



Digitized by Google 



THIRTIETH CHAPTER. 39* 



and read a prophetic fentence, which was engraven under them (Zo« 
fimus, 1. v. p. 352.)- Thefe are foolish {lories : yet the charge of# 
impiety adds weight and credit to the praife, which Zofimus reluctantly 
beftows , on his virtues. 

112 At the nuptials of Orpheus (a modeft comparifon!) all the parti 
of animated nature contributed their various gifts; and the gods them- 
A Ives enriched their favourite. Claudian had neither flocks , nor herds, 
nor vines, or olives. His wealthy bride was hcirefs to them all. But 
he carried to Africa, a recommendatory letter from Serena, his Juno, 
and was made happy (Epift. ii. ad Serenam). 

114 Claudian feels the honour like a man who deferved it (in prxfat. 
Bell. Get. . The original inscription, on marble, was found at Rome, 
in the fifteenth century, in the houfe of Pomponius Laetus. The ftatue 
of a poet, far fuperior to Claudian, should have been erected, during 
his life- time, by the men of letters, his countrymen, and content. ' 
poraries* It was a noble deflgn! 

* l * See Fpigram xxx. 

Mallius, indulget fomno noctefque diefque: 

Infomnis Pherius facra, profana, rapir. 
Omnibus, hoc, liaise gentes, expofcite votis 

Mallius ut vigilct, dormiat ut Fharius. 

Hadrian was a Pharian (of Alexandria). See his public life in Godefrov, 
Cod. Theodof. torn. vi. p. 3«4- Mallius did not always sleep. He 
compofed fome elegant dialogues on the Greek fyftems of natural philo- 
sophy (Claud, in Mall. Theodor. Conf. 6i — 112.). 

xt * See Claudian's firft Epiftle. Yet, in fome places, an air of irony 
and indignation betrays his fecret reluctance. 

117 National vanity has made him a Florentine, or a Spaniard. But 
the firft epiftle of Claudian proves him a native of Alexandria (Fabri- 
cius, Bibliot. Latin, torn. iii. p. 191 — 202. edit. Erneft.). 

"* His firft Latin vcrfes were compofed during the confulship of 
Probinus, A. D. 39S. 

Romanos bibimus primum, te confute, fontes, 
Et Latiae ceffit Graia Thalia tog*. 
Befides fome Greek Epigrams , which are ftill extant, the Latin poet 
had compofed in Greek, the Antiquities of Tarfns, Anazarbus, Berytus, 
Nice, etc. It is more eafy to fupply the loft of good poetry, than of 
authentic hiftory. 

119 Strada ( Prolufion v, vi.) allows him to contend with the five 
heroic poets, Lucretius, Virgil, Ovid, Lucan, and Statius. His patron 
is the accomplished courtier Balthazar Caftiglionef His admirers are 
numerous and paffionate. Yet the rigid critics reproach exotic weeds, 
or flowers , which fpring too luxuriantly in his Latian foil. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

' The feries of events , from the death of Stilicho , to the arrival of 
Alaric before Rome, can only be found in Zofitnus, 1. v. p. 347 — 350. 

* The expreffion ofZofimus is ftrongand lively, xx~x(t$ovr,<rtv t/mircwxi 
rcic iroX£M'«<? ctpwroc; , fufficient to excite the contempt of the enemy. 

1 i?os qui catholics: fectx flint inimici, intra palatium militare prohi- 
bemus. Nullus nobis fit aliqtia ratione conjunctus, qui a nobis fide et 
religione difcordat. Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. v. leg. 42. and Godefroy's 
Commentary, torn. vi. p. 164. This law was applied in the utmoft 
latitude, and rigorously executed. Zofimus, 1. v. p. 364. 

* Addifon (fee his Works, vol. ii. p. 54- edit. Baskerville) has given 
a very picturefque defcription of the road through the Apennine. The 
Goths were not at leifure to obftrve the beauties of the profpect; but 
they were pleafed to find that the Saxa Intercifa, a narrow paftage 
which VefpaGan bad cut through the rock (Cluver. Italia. Antiq. torn. L 
p. 618.), was totally neglected, 

* Hinc albi Clitumni grcges, et maxima Taurus 
Victima; fspe tuo perfufi flumine facro 
Romanos ad templa Deum duxere Triumpho*. 

Befides Virgil, moft of the latin poets, Propertius, Lucan , Silius 
Italicus, Claudian, etc. whofe paifages may be found in Clvverius and 
Addifon, have celebrated the triumphal victims of the Clitumnus. 

* Some ideas of the march of Alaric are borrdwed from the journey of 
Honorius over the fame ground. (See Claudian in vi Conf. Hon. 494 — 
522.) The meafured diftance between Ravenna and Rome, was 254 
Roman miles. Itinerar. Weffeling. p. T2S 

7 The march and retreat of Haunibal are defcribed by Livy.l. xxvi. c. 7, 
8,9, 10, 11.; and the reader is made a fpectator of the interefting fcene. 

* ThtTc comparifons were ufed by Cyneas, the counfellor of Pyrrhus, 
after his return from his embafTy, in which he had diligently fludied the 
difcipline and manners of Rome. See Plutarch in Pyrrho, torn. ii. p. 4*9. 

* In the three cenfus which were made of the Roman people, about the 
time of the fecond Punic war, the numbers ftand as follows 1 fee Livy , 
Epitom. 1. xx. Hi ft. 1. xxvii 36. xxix. 37-), 270,213, 137,108, 214,000. 
The fall of the fecond, and the rife of the third, appears fo enormous, 
that fever al critics, notwithftanding the unanimity of the MSS. have 
fufpected fome corruption of the text of Livy. (See Drakenborch ad xxvii. 
36 and Beaufort, Republique Romaine, ton), i. p. 32s.) Tbey did not 
confider that the fecond cenfus was taken only at Rome, and that the 
numbers were diminished, not only by the death, but likewife by the 
abfence, of many foldiers. In the third cenfus, Livy exprefsly affirms, that 
the legions were muftered by the care of particular commifTaries. From 
the numbers on the lift, we muft always deduct one twelfth above three- 
fcore, incapable of bearing arms. See Population de la France, p. 72. ' 
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*• Livy confiden thefe two incidents as the effects only -of chance 
and courage. I fufpect that they were both managed by the admirable 
policy oi the fen ate. 

11 See Jerom, torn. i. p. T69, 170. ad Euftochium; he bellows on 
Paula the fplendid titles of Gracchorum ftirps, foboles Scipionum, Paulr 
hxres, cujus vocabulum trahit, Martise Papyriae Matris Africani vera 
et germana prcpago. This particular defcription fuppofcs a more fblid 
title than thefurnameof Julius, which Toxotius shared with a thoufand 
families of the Wcftern provinces. See the Index of Tacitus , of 
Grater's Inscriptions , etc. 

11 Tacitus (Annal. iii. 5*.) affirms* that, between the battle of 
Actium and the reign of Vefpafian, the fenate was gradually filled 
with new families , from the Municipia and colonies of Italy. 

M Nec quifquam Procerum tentet (licet xtc vetufto 
Floreat, et claro cingatur Roma fenatu) 
Se jactare parem ; fed prima fede relictl 
Auchtniis , de jure licet certare fecundo. 

Claud, in Prnb. et Olybrii Co AT. 18. 

Such a compliment paid to the obfeure name of the Auchenii has amazed 
the critics; but they all agree, that whatever may be the true reading, 
the fenfe of Claudian can be applied only to the Anician family. 

14 The earlieft date in the annals of Pighius, is that of M. Anicitts 
Callus. Trib. PI. A. U. C. S06. Another tribune , Q. Anicius, A. U C. 
508. is diflinguished by the epithet of Prxneftinus. Livy (xlv. 43.) 
places the Anicii below the great families of Rome. 

11 Livy, xliv. 30. 3*. xlv. 3. 26. 43- He fairly appreciates the merit 
of Anicius, and juflly obferves, that his fame was clouded by the fu- 
perior luftre of the Macedonian, which preceded the Illyrian, triumph. 

*' The dates of the three confulships are, A. U. C. S93, SIS, 96": 
the two laft under the reigns of Nero and Caracalla. The fecoud of 
thefe confuls diftinguished himfelf only by his infamous flattery (Tacit, 
Annal. xv. 74-): but even the evidence of crimes, if they bear the 
ftamp of greatnefs and antiquity, is admitted, without reluctance, to 
j>rove the genealogy of a noble houfe. 

17 In the fixth century, the nobility of the Anician name is men* 
tinned (Cafliodor. Variar. 1. x. Ep. 10, 12.) with fingular refpect by 
the minifter of a Gothic kiug of Italy. 

*• Fixus in omnes 

Cognatos procedit honos ; quemcumque requiras 

Hao de flirpe virum , certum ell de Confule nafci. 

Per fafce$ numerantur Avi, femperque renata. 

Nobilitate virent, et prolem fata fequuntur. 
(Claudian in Prob. et Olyb. Confulat. ia, etc.). The Annii, whole 
name feems to have merged in the Anician, mark the Fafti with many 
confulships, from the time of Vefpafian to the fourth century. 
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»• The title of firft Chriftian fenator may be juftified by the authority 
of Prudentius (in Symmach. i. 5530* and the dislike of the Pagans' 
to the Anician family. See Tillemont, Ilift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. 
p. 183. v. p. 44. Baron. Annal. A. D. 312. N°. 78. A. D. 322. 
N«. 2. . 

30 Probus .... claritudine generis et potentia et op^m magnitttdine, 
cognitus Orbi Romano, per quern univerfum poene patrimon : a fparfa 
poffedit, jufte an fee us non judicioli eft noftri. Ammian. Marcellinw 
xxvii. 11. His children and widow erected for him a magnificent 
tomb in the Vatican , which was demolished in the time of pope 
Nicolas V. to make room for the new church of St. Peter. Baronius, 
who laments the ruin of this Chriftian monument, has diligently pre- 
ferved the inferiptions and baffo - relievos. See Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 39V* 
N°. 5 — 17. 

31 Two Perfian Satraps travelled to Milan and Rome, to hear St. 
Ambrofe, and to fee Probus. iPaulin. in Vit. Ambrof. ) Claudian 
(in Conf. Prob. et Olybr. 30 — 60.) feems at a lofs, how to esprefs 
the glory of Probus. 

31 See the poem which Claudian addreffed to the two noble youths. 
1J Secundums, the Manichaean, ap. Baron. Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 390. 
K°. 34. 

34 See Nardini, Roma Antica, p. 89. 498. 500. 

tJ Quid loquar inclufas inter laquearia fylvas; 
Vernula qua vario carmine ludit avis. 

Claud. Rutil Nnmatian Itinerar. ver. in. 

The poet lived at the time of the Gothic invafion. A moderate palace 
would have covered Cincinnati's farm of four acres ( Val. Max. iv.4.). 
In laxitatem ruris excurrunt, fays Seneca, Epift. 114. See a judicious 
note of Mr. Hume, Efla^s, vol. i. p. 562. laft 8vo edition. 

i( This curious account of Rome, in the reign of Honorius, is 
Found in a fragment of the hiftorian Olympiodorus , ap. Photium , 
p. 197. 

37 The fons of Alypius, of Symmachus, and of Maximus, fpent, 
during their refpective prxtorships, twelve, or twenty, or forty, ««- 
unarics 1 or , hundred weight of gold). See Olympiodor. ap. Phot, 
p. 197. This popular eftimation allows fome latitude ; but it is dif- 
ficult to explain a law in the Theodofian Code (I. vi. leg. 5.)» which 
fixes the expence of the firft praetor at 2S,ooo, of the fecond at 2o,OOD, 
and of ihe third at 15,000 folles. The name of follis (fee M£m. de 
PAcademie des Inferiptions , torn, xxviii. p. 727- ) was equally ap- 
plied to a purfe of 125 pieces of filver, and to a fmall copper coin of 
the value of ,/ jf part of that purfe. In the former fenfe, the 25,coo 
folles would be equal to 150,000 1. in the latter to five or fix pounds 
llerliug. The one appears extravagant , the other is ridiculous. 
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There muft have exifted fome third, anil middle, value , which is here 
underftood; but ambiguity is an inexcufable fault in the language of 
laws. 

iS Nicopolis ... in Actiaco littore fita pofTeffionis veftr* nunc 
pars vel maxima eft. Jerom. in prsefat. Comment, ad Epiftol. ad 
Titum , torn. ix. p. 243. M. deTillemont fuppofes, ilrangely enough, 
that it was part of Agamemnon's inheritance. M6ra. EccIeT. torn. xii. 
p. 8s. 

*• Seneca, Epift. lxxxix. His language is of the declamatory kind: 
but declamation could fcarcelv exaggerate the avarice and luxury of 
the Romans. The philofopher himfelf deferved fome share of the 
reproach; if it be true, that his rigorous exaction of Quadringcnties, 
above three hundred thoufand pounds, which he had lent at high intereft, 
provoked a rebellion in Britain. (Dion Caffius, 1. Ixii. p. 1003.) 
According to the conjecture of Gale (Antoninus's Itinerary in Britain, 
p. 92.), the fame Fauftinus poflefled an eftate near Bury, in Suffolk, 
and another in the kingdom of Naples. 

JO Volutins, a wealthy fenator (Tacit. Annal. iii. 3oO, always 
preferred tenants born on the cftatc. Columella, who received this 
maxim from him, argues very judiciously on the fubject. De Re 
Ruftica, 1. i. c. 7. p- 408. edit. Gefner. Leipfig, 173*. 

JI Valefius Cad Ammian. xiv. 6.) has proved, from Chryfoftom and 
Auguftin, that the fenators were not allowed to lend money at ufiiry. 
Yet it appears from the Theodofian Code ffee Godcfroy ad 1. ii. tit. 
xxxiii. torn. i. p. 230 — :89. ), that they were permitted to take fix per 
cent, or one half of the legal intereft; and, what is more lingular, 
this permifllon was granted to the young fenators. 

)z Plin. Hift. Natur. xxxiii. SO. He ftates the filver at onjy 4380 
pounds, which is increafed by Livy fxxx. 4*. to 100,0*3: the former 
feems too little for an opulent city, the latter too much for any private 
fide - board. 

31 The learned Arbuthnot (Tables of Ancient Coins, etc. p. T53.)has 
obferved with humour, and I believe with truth, that Aiiguftus had 
neither glafs to his windows, nor a shirt to his back. Under the lower 
empire, the ufe of linen and glafs became fomcwhat more common. 

J4 It is incumbent on me to explain the liberties which I have 
taken with the text of Ammianus. 1. I have melted down into one 
piece, the fixth chapter of the fourteenth, and the fourth of the 
twenty - eighth , book. 2. I have given order and connection to the 
confufed mafs of materials. 3. I have foftened fome extravagant 
hyperboles, and pared away fome fuperfluities of the original. 4. I 
have developed fome obfervations which were infinuated, rather than 
exprefled. With thefe allowances , my verfion will be found , not 
literal indeed, but faithful and exact. 

' * Claudian, who* feems to have read the hiftory of Ammianus, fpeakf 
of this great revolution in a much lefs courtly ftyle : 
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Poftquam jura fcrnx in fe comma nia Caefar 
Tranftulit; et lapfi mores; defuetaque prifcis 
Artibus , iu gremium pads fervile recefli. 

Dc Bell. Gildomco, 4f. 

" The minute diligence of antiquarians has not been able to ve- 
rify thefe extraordinary names. I am- of opinion that they were in- 
vented by the hiftorian himfelf , who was afraid of any peribnal (a tiro 
or application. It is certain, however, that the Ample denomination* 
of the Romans were gradually lengthened to the number of four, five, 
or even feven, pompous furnames; as for inftance, Marcus Mxciua 
Mxmmius Furius Balburius Cscilianus Placidus. See Noris Cenotaph. 
Pifan. Differ*, iv. p. 438. 

17 The carruca t or coaches of the Romans* were often of folid 
filver, curiously carved and engraved; and the trappings of the mules, 
or.horfes, were emboffed with gold. This magnificence continued 
from the reign of Nero to that of Honorius; and the Appian way was 
covered with the fplendid equipages of the nobles, who came out to 
meet St. Melania, when she returned to Rome, fix years before the 
Gothic liege (Seneca, epiftol. Ixxxvii. Plin. Hill. Natur. xxxiii. 49» 
Paulin. Nolan, a pud Baron. Aqnal. Ecclef. A. D. 397. N w . S.). Ye* 
pomp is well exchanged for convenience ; and a plain modern coach • 
that is hung upon fprings, is much preferable to the filver or gold 
<artt of antiquity, which rolled on the axle-tree, and wese expofed* 
for the mod part , to the inclemency of the weather. 

'* In a homily of Afterius, bishop of Amafia, M. de Valois has 
difcovered (ad Ammian. xiv. 6.) that this was a new fashion; that 
bears, wolves, lions, and tygers, woods, hunting - matches, etc. 
were rlpreftnted in embroidery; and that the more pious coxcombs 
fubflituted the figure or legend of Come favourite faint. 

" See Pliny's Epiftles, i. 6. Three large wild boars were allured and 
taken in the toils, without interrupting the It u dies of the philofophie 
fportfman. 

*° The change from the inaufpicious word Avcrnus , which ftand* 
in the text, is immaterial. The two lakes, Avernus and Lucrinus , 
communicated with each other, and were fashioned by the ftupendous 
moles of A grip pa into the Jul«an port, which opened, through a nar- 
row entrance, itito thtr gulph of Puteoli. Virgil, who relided on the 
fpot, ffas defended Georgtc. iu 161.) this work at the moment of 
its execution; and his commentators, efpecially Catrou , have de- 
rived much light from Strabo, Suetonius, and Dion. Earthquakes 
and volcanos have changed the face of the country, and turned the 
Lucrine lake, fince the year 1*38, into the Monte Nuovo. See Camillo 
Pellegrino Difcorfi della Campania Felice, p. 239- -44 ► etc. Antonii 
Sanfehcii Campania, p. IJ. 88. 
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4X The regna Cumana et Puteolana; loca caeteroqui valde expe- 
tenda, interpellantium autem multitudine poene fugienda. Cicero ad 
Attic, xvi. 17. 

41 The proverbial expreflion of Cimmerian darknefs was originally 
borrowed from the defcription of Homer (in the eleventh book of the 
Odyffey), which he applies to a remote and fabulous country on the 
shores of the ocean. See Erafmi Adagia, in his works, torn. ii. 
p. the Leyilen edition. 

45 We may learn from Seneca, epift. exxiti. three curious cirenm- 
ftances relative to the journies of the Romans, i. They were pre* 
ceded by a troop of Numidian light-horfe, who announced, by a 
cloud of duft, the approach of a great man. 2. Their baggage - mules 
tranfported not only the precious vafes, but even the fragile veiTeU 
of chryftal and murra, which laft is almoft proved, by the learned 
French translator of Seneca (torn. iii. p. 402 — 422.) to mean the' 
porcelain of China and Japan. 3. The beautiful faces of the young 
slaves were covered with a medicated cruft, or ointment, which fecured 
them againft the effects of the fun and froft. 

44 Diftributio folemnium fportularum. The fportultt , or fportelU , 
were fmall baskets, fuppofed to contain a quantity of hot provifions, 
of the value of 100 quadrantes, or twelve -pence halfpenny , which 
were ranged in order in the hall, and oftehtatiouslv diftributed to the 
hungry or fervile crowd, who waited at the door. This indelicate 
, cuftom is very frequently mentioned in the epigrams of Martial, and 
the fatires of Juvenal. See likewife Suetonius, in Claud, c. 21. in 
Neron. c. 16. in Domitian. c. 4* 7. Tbefe baskets of proviGons 
were afterwards converted into large pieces of gold and filver coin, or 
plate, which were mutually given and accepted even by the perfons of 
the higheft rank (fee Symmach. epift. iv. SS. ix. 124. and Mifcell. p. 
2^6.), on folemn occafions, of confulship, marriages, etc. 

4J The want of an English name obliges me to refer to the com. 
mon genus of fquirrels, the Latin glis , the French loir; a little ani- 
mal who inhabits the woods, and remains torpid in cold weather 
(See Plin. Hi ft. Natur. viii. 82. Buffon , Hift. Naturelle, torn. viii. 
p. 158. Pennant's Synopfts of Quadrupeds, p. 289.). The art of 
rearing and fattening great numbers of glircs was practifed iri Roman 
Villas, as a profitable article of rural (economy (Varro. de Re Ruf- 
tica, iii- 15.). The execflive demand of them for luxurious tables, 
was increafed by the foolish prohibitions of the Cenfors; and it is 
reported, that they are ftill efteemed in modern Rome, and are fre- 
quently fent as prefents by the Colonna princes ( See Brotier , the 
laft editor of Pliny, torn. ii. p. 4S8. apud Barbou, 17: 9- ). 

44 This game, which might be translated by the more familiar names 
of trictrac , or backgammon , was a favourite amuiTment of the graveft 
Romans; and old Mucius Stsevola, the lawyer, had the reputation of 
a very skilful player. It was called ludus duodceim fcriytorum from th* 
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twelve fcripta, or lines, which equally divided the alveolus , or table. 
On thefe, rhe two armies, the white and the black, each confifting 
of fifteen men, or calculi, were regularly p4aced, and alternately moved, 
according to the laws of the game; and the chances of the tcjfera, or 
dice. Dr. Hyde, who diligently traces the hiftory and varieties of rhe 
ntrdilutiium (a name of Perfic etymology; from Ireland to Japan, 
pours forth, on this trifling fubject, a copious torrent of claflic and 
Oriental learning. See Syntagma Diflcrtat. torn. ii. p. 217 — 4C<- 

47 Marins Maximus, homo omnium vcrbofiflimus , qui, et myt- 
Jhiftoricis fe voluminibns implicavit. Vopifcus , in Hill. Auguft. p. 
2142. He wrote the lives of the Emperors, from Trajan to Alexander 
Severus. See Gerard. Vofilus de Hiftoricis Latin. 1. ii. c. 3. in his 
works , vol. iv. p. S7. 

* 8 This fatire is probably exaggerated The Saturnalia of Macrobius. 
and the Epiftles of Jerom, afford fatisfactory proofs, that Chriftian 
theology, and claflic literature, were ftudiously cultivated by feveral 
Romans, of both fexes , and of the higheft rank. 

48 Macrobius, the friend of thefe Roman nobles, confidered the ftars 
as the caufe, or at lcaft the figns, of future events ( de Somn. Scipion. 
1. i. c. 19. p. *8- ). 

49 The hiftories of Livy (fee particularly vi. 3<I. ) are full of the extor- 
tions of the rich, and the fufferings of the poor debtors. The melancholy 
{lory of a brave old foldier (Dionyf. Hal. 1. vi. c. 26. p. 347. edit. 
Hudfon, and Livy, ii. 23.) mud have been frequently repeated in thofe 
primitive times, which have been fo undefervedly praifed. 

s ° Non efle in civitate duo millia hominum qui rem haberent. Cicero. 
Offic. ii. 21. and Comment. Paul. Manut. in edit. Grxv. This vague 
computation was made A. U. C. 649. in a fpeech of the tribune 
Philippus; and it was his object, as well as that of the Gracchi (fee 
Piutanih), to deplore, and perhaps to exaggerate, the mifery of the 
common people. 

11 See the third Satire (60 — I2f.) of Juvenal, who indignantly 
complains, 

. — Quamvis quota portio fiecis Achsei ! 
Jampridem Syrus in Tiberim defluxit Orontes ; 
Et linguam et mores , etc. 

Seneca, when he propofes to comfort his mother (Confolat. ad Helv. 
c. 6.) by the reflection, that a great part of mankind were in a flare 
of exile, reminds her how few of the inhabitants of Rome were born 
in the city. 

** Almoft all that is faid of the bread, bacon, oil, wine, etc. 
may be found in the fourteenth book of the Theodofian Code ; which 
exprefsly treats of the police of the great cities. See particularly the 
titles iii. iv. xv. xvi. xvii. xxiv. The collateral teftimonics are 
produced in Godefroy's Commentary, and it is needlef* to tranferibe 
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them. According to a law of Theodofius , which appreciates in money 
the military allowance, a piece of gold (eleven shillings) was equivalent 
to eighty pounds of Bacon, or to eighty pounds of oil, or to twelve 
modii (or pecks) of fait (Cod. Theod. 1. viii. tit. iv. leg. 17.). This 
equation, compared with another, of feventy pounds of bacon for an 
amphora (Cod. Theod. 1. xiv. tit. iv. leg. 4.), fixes the price of wine 
at about fixteen pence the gallon. 

51 The anonymous author of the Oefcription of the World (p. 14. 
in torn. Hi. Geograph. Minor. Hudfon) obferves of Lucania, in his 
barbarous Latin, Regio, obtima, et ipfa omnibus habundans, et lar. 
dum multum foras emittit. Propter quod eft in montibus, cujus aefcam 
animalium variam , etc. 

»♦ See Novell, ad calcem Cod. Theod. D. Valent. 1. i. tit. xv. This 
law was published at Rome, June the 29th, A. D. 4*2* 

" Sueron. in Auguft. c. 41. The utmoft debauch of the emperor 
himfelf, in his favourite wine of Rhaetia, never exceeded a fextanus 
(an English pint). Id. c. 77. Torrentius ad Loc. and Arbuthnot's 
Tables, p. 86". 

** His defign was to plant vineyards along the feacoaft of Hetru- 
ria ( Vopifcus, in Hift. Auguft. p. 21*.); the dreary, unwholelorae, 
uncultivated Maremme of modern Tufcany. 

* 7 Olympiodor. apud Phot. p. 197. 

f » Seneca (epiftol. lxxxvi.) compares the Baths of Scipio Africanus, 
at his villa of Liternum, with the magnificence (which was continually 
jncreafing) of the public baths of Rome* long before the ftately 
Thermae of Antoninus and Diocletian were erected. The quadrant paid 
for admiffion was the quarter of the as> about one eighth of an English 
penny. 

19 Ammianus (1. xiv. c. 6. and 1. xxviii. c. 4 ), after defcribing 
the luxury and pride of the nobles of Rome, expofes , with equal 
indignation, the vices and follies of the common people. 

*° Juvenal. Satir. xi. 191, etc. The exprelfions of the hiftorian 
Ammianus are not lets ftrong and animated than thofe of the fatirift; 
and both the one and the other painted from the life. The numbers 
which the great Circus was capable of receiving, are taken from the 
original Notiti* of the city. The differences between them prove that 
they did not tranferibe each other; but the fum may appear incredible, 
though the country on thefe occafions flocked to the city. 

" Sometimes indeed they compofed original pieces. 

— Veftigia Graeca 
Aufi deferere et celebrart domeftica facta. 

Horat. Epiftol. ad Pifones, 28*. and the learned, though perplexed, 
note of Oacier , who might have allowed the name of tragedies to the 
Brutut and the Dtciiu of Pacuvius , or to the Cato of Maternus. The 
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Octavia, alert bed to one of the Seuecas, ftill remains a my unfavour- 
able fpecimen of Roman tragedy. 

** In the time of Quintilian and Pliny, tragic poet was reduced 
to the imperfect method of hiring a great room , and reading his play 
to the company, whom he invited for that purpole (See Dialog, de 
Oratonbus, c 9. 1 1, and Plin. Epiftol. vii. 17 ). 

«» Sec the Dialogue of Lucian, intitled, De Saltatione, torn. ii. 
p. «<h — 317. edit. Reitz. The pantomimes obtained the honourable 
name of y-jfisrs^st) and it was required, that they should be con- 
verfant with altnoft every art and fcience. Burette (in the Mlraoires 
de I'Academie des Infcriptions , torn. i. p. 127, etc.) has given a 
short hiftory of the art of pantomimes. 

*♦ Ammianus,' 1. xiv. c. 6. He complains, with decent indignation 
that the ftrcvts of Rome were filled with crowds of females, who might 
have given children to the ftate , but whofe only occupation was to 
curl and drefs their hair, and jactari volubilibus gyris, dum exprimunt 
innumera fimulacra, quae finxere fabulz theatrales. 

45 Lipfius (torn. iii. p. 423. de Magnitud. Roruanl , 1. Hi. c. 3.) 
and Ifaac Voffius (Obfervat. Var. p. 26 — 34.) have indulged ftrange 
dreams of four, or eight, Or fourteen millions in Rome. Mr. Hume 
(Eflays, vol. i. p. 450 — with admirable good feufe and fcepticifm, 
betrays lbme fecret dilpolition to extenuate the populoufhefs of ancient 
times. 

" Olympiodor. ap. Phot. p. 197. See Fabricius. Bibl Gr*c. torn, 
ix. p. 400. 

67 In ea autem majeftate urbis, et civinm in fin it a freouentia in- 
numerable* habitationes opus fuit explicare. Ergo cum recipere non 
poflet area plana tantam multitudinem in tube, ad auxilium altitudinis 
sedificiorum res ipfa coegit devenire. Vitruv. ii. 8. This pafiage, which 
I owe to Vofllus, is clear, ftrong, and comprehenfive. 

'* The fuccefllve teftimonies of Pliny , Ariftides, Claudian, Rutilius, 
etc. prove the infutficiency of thefe reftrictive edicts. See Lipfius, q> 
Magnitud. Romana, 1. iii. c. 4- 

— Tabulata tibi jam tertia fumant 
Tu nereis ; nam (i gradibus trepidatur ab imis 
Ultimus ardebit, quern tegula fola tuetur 
A pluvia. 

Juvenal. Satlr. iii. 199. 

** Read the whole third fa tire, but particularly 166. 223, etc. The 
defcription of a crowded infuU, or lodging-houfe, in Petronius (c. 9S. 
97. ), perfectly tallies with the complaints of Juvenal; and we learn 
from legal authority, that, in the time of Auguftus (Heineccius, 
Hift. Juris Roman, c iv. p. iSi.j, the ordinary rent of the feveral 
cxnacula , or apartments of an infula % annually produced forty thou*' 
fand fefterces, between three and four hundred pounds fterling (Pandect. 

1. xix. 
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1. xix. tit. ii..N*. 3o.)» a fum which proves at once the large extent, 
and high value, of thofe common buildings. 

70 Ths fum total is compofed of 1780 domus % or great houfes, of 
46,602 infultty or plebeian habitations (See Nardini, Roma Antica, 
1. iii. p. 88.); and thefe numbers are afcertained by the agreement of 
the texts of the different Notiti*. Nardini, 1. viii. p. 498. 500. 

71 See ^hat accurate writer M. de Meflance, Recherches fur la Po- 
pulation, p. 17s — 187. From probable, or certain grounds, he affign* 
to Paris 23,565 houfes, 71,114 families, and 576,630 inhabitants. 

72 This computation is not very different from that which M. Brotier, 
the laft editor of Tacitus (torn. ii. p. 380.), has affumed from limilar 
principles; though he feems to aim at a degree of precillon , which it 
is neither poffibie nor important to obtain. 

71 For the events of the firft fiege of Rome, which are often confounded 
with thofe of the fecond and third, fee Zofimus, 1. v. p. 35c — 354. 
Sozomen, 1. ix. c. 6. Olympiodorus, ap. Phot. p. 180. Pliiloftorgius, 
• 1. xii. c. 3- and Godefroy, Differtat. p. 467 — 475. 

74 The mother of Lxta was named PiflTumena. Her father, family, 
and country are unknown. Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. p. 59. 

71 Ad nefandos cibos erupit efurientium rabies, et fua invicem membra 
laniarunt, dum mater non parcit lacienti infantise; et recipit utero, 
quern paullo ante effiiderat. Jerom ad Principiam , torn. i. p. 121. The 
fame horrid circumftance is likewife told of the fieges of Jerufalem 
and Paris. For the latter, compare the tenth book of the Henriade, 
and the Journal de Henri IV< torn. i. p. 47 — -83 i and obferve that a 
plain narrative of facts is much more pathetic, than the mod laboured 
defcriptions of epic poetry. 

7 * Zofimus (1. v. p. 35s, 3*6.) fpeaks of thefe ceremonies, like a 
Greek unacquainted with the national fuperftition of Rome and Tuf- 
cany. I fufpect, that they confided of two parts , the fecret, and the 
public; the former were probably an imitation of the arts and fpells, 
by which Numa had drawn down Jupiter and his thunder on Mount 
Aventinc. 

Quid agant laqueis, qux carmina dicant 

Quaque trahant fuperis fedibus arte Jovem 
Scire nefas homini. 

The anci/ia, or shields of Mars, the pignora Imperii , which were ear- 
ned in folemn proceflion on the calends of March, derived their origin 
from this myfterious event (Ovid. Faft. iii. 259 — 39*?.). It was probably 
defigned to revive this ancient feftival, which had been fuppreffed by 
Theodofius. In that cafe, we recover a chronological date (March the 
lit, A. D. 409.) which has not hitherto been obferved. 

77 Sozomen (1. ix. c. 6.) iofinuates, that the experiment was 
actually , though unfucceftfully made; but he does not mention the 
name of Innocent: and Tillemont (Mim. EcclcT torn. x. p. *4f.) if 
Vol. V. C • 
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determined not to believe , that a pope could be guilty of fueb impious 

condefcenfion. 

" Pepper was a favourite ingredient pf the moll expend ve Ro- 
man cookery, and the beft fort commonly Told for fifteen denarii, or 
ten shillings, the pound. See Pliny, Hift. Natur. xii 14. It was 
brought from India; and the fame country, the coaft of Malabar, 
ftill affords the greateft plenty : but the improvement of trade and 
navigation has multiplied the quantity; and reduced the price. See 
Hiftoire Politique et Philofophique, etc. torn. i. p. 4*7. 

" This Gothic chieftain is called by Jornandes and Isidore, 
Athaulpkus 1 by Zofimus and Orofius, Ataulpkus, and by Olympiodorus, 
Adaoulpluu. I have ufed the celebrated name of Adolphus , which 
feems to be authorifed by the practice of the Swedes, the fons or 
brothers of the ancient Goths. 

•• The treaty between Alaric and the Romans, etc. is taken from 
Zofimus, 1. v. p. 3*4. 35 S. 3*8, 359. 36a, 363- The additional cir- 
cumftances are too few and trifling to require any other quotation. 

91 Zofimus, 1. v. p. 3*7, 368, 369. 

91 Zofimus, 1. v. p. 360, 3«i ♦ 36*. The bishop, by remaining at 
Ravenna, efcaped the impending calamities of the city, Orofius, L. 
vii. c. 39. p. S73- 

For the adventures of Olympius, and his fuccefTors in the mi- 
niftry, fee Zofimus, 1. v. p. 363. 36*, 366. and Olympiodor. ap. Phot, 
p. t8o, 181. 

Zofimus , (1. v. p. 364. ) relates this circumstance with vifible 
complacency, and celebrates the character of Gennerid as the laft 
glory of expiring paganism. Very different were the fen dm en ts of 
the council of Carthage, who deputed four bisheps to the court of 
Ravenna, to complain of the law, which had been juft enacted, that 
all converGous to Chriftianity should be free and voluntary. Set 
Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 409. N*. 12. A. D. 4to. N° 47, 48. 

** Zofimus, 1. v. p. 367, 368, 369. This cuftom of fwearing by the 
head, or life , or fafety, or genius , of the fovereign , was of the higheft 
antiquity, both in Egypt (Genefis alii, i*.) and Scythia. It was fooa 
transferred, by flattery, to the Csfars; and Tertullian complains* 
that it was the only oath which the Romans of his time affected to 
reverence. See an elegant DisTertation of the Abbe" Maffieu on the 
Oaths of the Ancients, in the Mem. de P Academic des Inscriptions, 
torn. i. p. 208, 209. 

•* Zofimus, 1. v. p. 368, 369. I have fattened the expreffions of 
Alaric, who expatiates, in too florid a manner, on the hiftory of Rome. 

97 See Sueton. in Claud, c. 20. Dion Cafilus, 1. lx. p. 949. edit, 
Reimar. and the lively defcription of Juvenal, Satir. xii. 7*, etc. In 
the fixteenth century, when the remains of this Auguftan port were 
ftill vifible, the antiquarians sketched the plan (fee d'Anville, MCm. 
de r Academic des Inscriptions, torn. xxx. p. 198.), and declared, with 
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enthufiafm, that all the monarch} of Europe would he unable to 
execute fo great a work (Bergier, Hilt des grands Chemim de» 
Romains, torn. ii. p. 3?6<)> 

" The Oftia Tybcrina (fee Cluver. Italia Antiq. 1. Hi. p. 870 — 879.)* 
in the plural number, the two mouths of the Tyber, Were feparated by 
the Holy Island, an equilateral triangle, whofe fides were each of them 
computed at about two miles. The colony of Oftia was founded 
immediately beyond the left, or foutbern, and the Port immediately 
beyond the right, or northern, branch of the river; and the diftance 
between their remains meafures fomething more than two miles on 
Cingolani's map. In the time of Strabo, the (and and mud depofited 
by the Tyber, had choked the harbour of Oftia ; the progreft of the fame 
caufe has added much to the fize of the Holy Island, and gradually left 
both Oftia and the Port at a confiderable diftance from the shore. The 
dry channels (fiumi morti), and the large eftuaries (ftagno di Ponente* 
di Levantc) , mark the changes of the river, and the efforts of the fea. 
Confult, for the prefent ftate of this dreary and de folate tract, the 
excellent map of the ecclefiaftical ftate by the mathematician} of Benedict 
XIV.; an actual furvey of the Agro tiomano, in fix sheets, by Cingolani, 
which contains 113,819 rubbU (about <7o,oOo acres); and the large 
topographical map of Ameti, in eight sheets. 

" As early as the third, (Lardner's Credibility of the Golpel, 
part ii. vol. hi. p. 89—9*.) or at leaft the fourth , century (Carol, 
a Sancto Paulo, Notit. Ecclef. p. 47. )» the Port of Rome was an 
cpifcopal city, which was demolished, as it should feem , in the 
ninth century, by pope Gregory IV. during the iriciirfions of the 
Arabs. It is now reduced to an inn, a church, and the houfe, or 
palace, of the bishop, who ranks as one of fix cardinal-bishops of 
the, Roman church. See Efchinard, Defcrizione di Roma et dell* 
Agro Romano, p. 328. 

0 90 For the elevation of Attalus, confult Zofimus, 1. vi. p. 377— 
380. Sozomen, 1. ix. c. 8, 9. Olympiodor. ap. Phot p. 180, 181. 
Philoftorg. 1. xii. c. 3. and Godefroy , Diflertat. p. 470< 

»* We may admit the evidence of Sozomen for the Arian baptiflft, 
and that of Philoft6rgius for the Pagan education , Of Attalus. The 
vifible joy of Zoiimus, and tbe difcontent which he imputes to the 
Anician family, are very unfavourable to the Chriftianity of the new 
emperor. 

** He carried his inlblenee fo far, as to declare* that he should mutilate 
Honorius before he fent him into exile. But this aflertion of Zofimus is 
deftroyed by the more impartial teftimony 'of Olympiodorus , who 
attributes the ungenerous propofal (which was abfolutely rejected by 
Attalus) to the bafeneO, and perhaps the treachery, of Jovius. 

" Procop. de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 2. 

•♦ See the caufe and circumftances of the fall of Attalus in Zo(*» 
mils, I. vi. p. 380— *J83- Sozomen, 1. ix. c. 8. Philoftorg. 1. xii. 
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c. The two acts of indemnity in the Theodofian Code, 1. ix. tit. 
xxxviii. leg- ii, 12. which were published the izth of February , and 
the Sth of Auguft, A. D. 410, evidently relate to this ufurper. 

•* In hoc, Alaricus , imperatore, facto, infecto , refecto, ac de- 
fecto. . . . Minium riftr, et ludum fpectavit imperii. Orofius, 1. vii. 
c. 42. p. S8a. 

9tf Zofimus, I. vi. p. 384. Sozomen, 1. ix. c. 9. Philoftorgius , 
1. xii. c. 3. In this place the text of Zofimus is mutilated, and we have 
loft the remainder of his fixth and laft book, which ended with the 
fack of Rome. Credulous and partial as he is, we muft take our leave 
of that hiftorian with fome regret. 

97 AcU ft Alaricus, trcpidam Romam obfidct, turbat, irrumpir. Orofius, 
J. vii. c. 39- p. S73. He difpatches this great event in feven words; 
but he employs whole paees in celebrating the devotion of the Goths. 
I have extracted from an improbable ftory of Procopus, the circumftances 
which had an air of probability. Procop. de Bell. Vandal, i. c. 2. He 
fuppofes, that the city was furprifed while the fenators slept in the 
afternoon; but Jcrom , with more authority and more reafon, affirms, 
that it was in the night, nocte Moab capta eft; notte cecidit murus 
ejus, torn. i. p. i£i. ad rrincipiam. 

p « Orofius (1. vii. c. 39- p. S73 — *76- ) applauds the piety of the 
Chriftian Goths, without feeming to perceive that the .greateft part 
of them were Arian heretics. Jornandes (c 30. p. and Ilidore 

of Sville (Chron. p. 714- edit. Grot.), who were both attached to 
the Gothic caufe, have repeated and embellished thefe edifying tales. 
According to Ifidore, Alaric himfelf was heard to fay, that he waged 
war with the Romans, and not with the Apoftles. Such Mas the fTyle 
of the feventh century; two hundred years before, the fame and merit 
had been afcribed, not to the apoftles, but to Chrift. • 

99 See Auguftin, de Civitat. Dei, I. i. c. 1 — 6. He particularly 
appeals to the examples of Troy , Syracufe, and Tarcntum. W 

,B0 Jcrom (torn, i p. 121. ad Principiam) has applied to the fack 
of Rome all the ftrong etcprefiions of Virgil: 

Quit cladem illius noctis, a»uis funera fando, 
Explicet, etc. 

Procopius <\. i. c. 2.) pofitively affirms, that great numbers were slain 
by the Goths. Auguftin ( de Civ. Dei, 1. i. c. 12, 13.) offers Chriftian 
comfort for the death of thofe, whofe bodies (mu/ta evpora) had remained 
(in tanti ftragc) unburied. Baronius, from the different writings of 
the Fatlnrs, has thrown fome light on the fack of Rome. Ann a I. 
Ecclef A. D. #10 N°. 16 — ; 44. 

101 Sozomen, 1. ix. c. 10. Auguftin (de Civitat. Dei, 1. i. c. 17.) 
intimates, that fome virgins or matrons actually killed themfelves 
to efcape violation; and though he admires their fpirit, he is obliged, 
by his theology, to condemn their rash preXuroption. Perhaps 
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the good bishop of Hippo was too eafy in the belief, as well as too 
rigid in the cenfure, of this act of female heroifm. The twenty maidens 
(if they ever exifted ) , who threw themfelves into the Elbe, when 
Magdeburgh was taken by ftorm , have been multiplied to the number 
of twelve hundred. See Harte's Iiift'cry of Guttavus Adoiphus vol. i. 
p. 30S. 

* 10 * See Auguftin, de Civitat. Dei, 1. i. c. 16. 18. He treats the 
fubject with remarkable accuracy; and after admitting that there 
cannot be any crime, where there is. no confeht, he adds, Sed quia 
non folum quod ad dolorem, verum etiani qiiod ad libidinem, pertinet, 
in corpore alieno pcrpctrari poteft; quicquid tale factum fucrit, etfi 
retentam con (tan ti Hi mo animo pudicitiam non excutit, piulorem tamcu 
incutit, nc credatur factum cum mentis eciam voluntate , quod fitri 
forraiTe fine carnis aiiqua voluptate non potuit. In c. 18. he makes 
fome curious diflinctions between moral and phyfical virginity, 

I0> Marcella, a Roman lady, equally refpectable for her rank, her 
age, and her piety* was thrown on the ground , and cruelly beaten 
and whipped, ciefam fufcbus flagellifque, etc. Jerom, torn. i. p. izi. 
ad Principiam. See Augultin, de Civ. Dei, 1. i. c. 10. The modern 
Sacco di Roma , p. 208. gives an idea of the various methods of 
torturing pri Toners for gold. r 

104 The hiftoiiau Salluft, who ufefully practifed the vices which he 
has io eloquently cenfured, employed the plunder of Numidia to adorn 
his palace and gardens on the Quirinal hill. The fpot where the houfe 
flood, is now marked by the church of St f Snfanna, feparated only 
by a ftreet from the baths of Diocletian , and not far diftant from the 
Salarian gate. See Nardini, Roma Antica, p. 19*, 193. and the 
great Plan of Modern Rome, by Nolli. 

10 * The expreifions of Procopius are diftinct and moderate (deBell. 
Vandal. 1. i. c. 2.). The Chronicle of Marcellinus fpeaks too ftrongly, 
partem urbis Romx cremavit ; and the words of Philoftorgius (tv 

tpstmw h rv; votecc; xstums 1 1. xii. c. 3.) convey a falfe and exagge- 
rated idea. Bargxus has compofed a particular difi'ertation (fee torn. iv. 
Antiquit. Rom. Graev. ) to prove that the edifices of Rome were not 
fubverted by the Goths and Vandals. 

Ic * Oroiius, 1. ii. c. 19. p. 14"?. He fpeaks as if he difapproved 
ell ftatues ; vel Deum vel hominem mentiuntnr. Thty confiltwl of 
the kings of Alba and Rome from iEneas, the Romans, illuftrioiis , 
cither in arms or arts, and the deified Csefars. The exprefllon which 
he ufes of Forum is fomewhat ambiguous , fince there exifted five prin- 
cipal Fora ; but as they were all contiguous and adjacent, in the 
plain which is furrounded by the Capitoline, the Quirinal, the 
Efquiline, and the I'alatine hills, they might fairly be confidered as 
one. See the Roma Antiqua of Donatus, p. 162 — 201. and the Roma 
Antica ofNardini, p. 112 — 173. The former is more ufeful for the 
ancient defcriptions, the latter for the actual topography, 
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Orofius (1. ii. c. 19. p. 142,) compares the cruelty oF the Gauls 
and the clemency of the Goths. Ibi vix quemquam inventum fenato- 
rcffl, qui vel abfens evaferit, hie vix quemquam requiri, qui. forte ut 
latens perierit. But there is an air of rhetoric , and perhaps of falfehood, 
in this antithefis; and Socrates (I. vii. c. 10.) affirms, perhaps by aa 
oppofae exaggeration, that many fenators were put to death with 
various and exquifite tortures. 

sea Multi . f . Chrifttani in captivitatem ducti funt. Auguftin* de Civ. 
pei , 1. i. c. 14 i and the Chriftians experienced no peculiar hardships. 

,0 » See Heineccius, Antiquitat. Juris Roman, torn. i. p. 96. 

Appendix Cod. Theodof. xvi. in Sirmond. Opera, torn. i. p. 73?. 
This edict was published the nth of December, A. D. 408. and is 
snore reafonable than properly belonged to the minifters of Honorius. 

1,1 Eminus Igilii fylvofa cacumina miror ; 

Quern fraudare nefas laudis honore fuse 
Haec proprios nuper tutata eft inftila faltus ; 

Sive loci ingenio , feu Domini genio. 
Gurgite cum modico victricibus obftitit armis. 

Tanquam longinquo diiTociata mari. 
H*c multos lacera fufcepit ab urbe fugatos. 

Hie feffis poGto certa timore falus. 
Plurima terreno populaverat xquora bcllo, 

Contra naturam claiTe timendus eques 
Vnum, mira fides, vario difcrimine portum! 

Tarn prope Romanis , tarn procul efle Getis. 

Rutilius, in Itinerar. I. i. 3*f. 

The island is how called Giglio. See Clover. Ital. Antiq. 1. ii. 
p. S03. 

"* As the adventures of Proba and her family are oonnected with 
the life of St. Auguftin , they are diligently illuftrated by Tillemont. 
M6m. EccleT. torn. xiii. p. 620 f— ,6%s. Some time after their arrival 
in Africa, Demetrias took the veil, and marie a vow of virginity; an 
event which was confidered as of the bigheft importance to Rome and 
to the world. All the Saint* wrote congratulatory letters to her; that 
of Jerom is ftill extant (torn. i. p. 62 — 73. ad Demetriad. de fervanda 
Virginitat. ) , and contains a mixture of abfurd reafoning, fpirited decla* 
mation , and curious facts , fome of which relate to the fiege and lack 
of Rome. 

1,1 See the pathetic complaint of Jerom (torn, v. p. 400.), in his 
preface to the fecond book of his Commentaries on the prophet 
Ezekiel. 

Orofius, though with fome theological partiality , Rates this 
eomparifon, 1. ii. c. 19. p* 142. 1. vii. c. 39. p. 57?. But, in the 
hiftory of the taking of Rome by the Gauls, every thing is uncertain. 
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and perhaps fabulous. See Beaufort fur rincertitude, etc. de PRiftoire 
Romaine, p. 356; and Melot, in the Me*m. de l'Acadlmie des Infcript. 
torn. xv. p. i — 21. 

11 ' The reader who wishes to inform himfelf of the circutnfUnces 
of this famous event, may perufe an admirable narrative in Dr. Ro- 
bertfon's Hiftory of Charles V. vol. ii. p. 28S ; or confult the Annali 
d'ltalia of the learned Muratori, torn. xiv. p. 230 — 244. ocuvo edition. 
If he is defirous of examining the originals , he may have reconrfe to 
the eighteenth book of the great, but unfinished, hiftory of Guicciardini. 
But the account which mod truly deferves the name of authentic and 
original, is a little book, intitled, 11 S*cco di Roma, compofed, 
within left than a month after the aflault of the city, by the brother of 
the hiftorian Guicciardini, who appears to have bee.n an able magiftrate, . 
and a difpaffionate writer. 

11 ♦ The furious fpirit of Luther, the effect of temper and enthufiafm, 
has been forcibly attacked (BofTuet, Hi ft. des Variations des Eglifes 
Froteftantes, livre i. p. 20 — 3d.), and feebly defended (Seckendorf, 
Comment, de Lutheranifino , efpecially 1. i. N°. 78. p. 12Q. and 1. iii# 
iaa. p. s<6.). 

117 Marcellinus, in Chron. Orofius (1. vii. c. 39. p. 575.) afferts, 
that he left Rome on the third day ; but this difference is eafily recon- 
ciled by the fucceflive motions of great bodies of troops. 

Socrates (J* vii. c. 10.) pretends x without any colour of truth , 
or reafon, that Alaric fled on the report, that the armies of the 
Eaftern empire were in full march to attack him. 

zt * Aufonius de Claris Urbibus, p. 233. edit Toll. The luxury of 
Capua had formerly furpafTed that of Sybaris itfelf. See Athenaeus 
Deipnofophift. 1. xii. p. 528. edit. Cafaubon. 

110 Forty- eight years before the foundation of Rome (about 800 
before the Chriftian aera), the Tufcans built Capua and Nola, at the 
diftance of twenty, three miles from each other: but the latter of the 
two cities never emerged from a ftate of mediocrity. 

ISX Tillemont (Mlm. EccleT torn. xiv. p. 1 1—146. ) has com* 
piled, with his ufual diligence, all that relates to the life and. writings 
of Pauliuus , whofe retreat is celebrated by his own pen, and by (he 
pratfes of St. Ambrofe, St Jerom, St. Auguftin, $ulpicius Severus, 
etc. his Chriftian friends and contemporaries. 

,M See the affectionate letters of Aufonius (epift. xix xxv. p. 650 

—698. edit. Toll.), to his colleague, his friend, and his difciple 
Faulinus. The religion of Aufonius is ftill a problem (fee Mlm. de 
l'Academie des Infcriptions, torn. xv. p. 123 — 138.) I believe that 
it was fuch in his own time, and, confequently, that in his heart he 
was a Pagan. 

11 J The humble Paulinus once prefumed to fay, that he believed 
St. Fslix did love him; at leaft, as a mafter loves his little dog. 
**♦ See Jornandes, de Reb. Get. c. 30. p. 653. Fwloftorgius t 
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1. xit. c. 3- Auguftin, de Civ. Dei, 1. i, c. io. Baronius, Annal. EccleC 
Ay D. 410. N°. 45 , 46. 

11 * The plat anus , or plane-tree, was a favourite of the ancients, 
by whom it was propagated, for the fake of shade , from the Eaft to 
Gaul. Pliny, Hift. Nat nr. xii. 3,4,5- He mentions feveral of an 
enormous fize; one in the Imperial villa at Velitrje, which Caligula 
called bis neit, as the branches were capable of holding a large table, 
the proper attendants , and the emperor htmfelf, whom Pliny quaintly 
ftyles pars umbra i an expreffion which might, with equal real'on, be 
applied to Alaric. 

**' The proftrate South to the deftroyer yields 
Her boafted titks , and her golden fklds: 
With grim delight the brood of winter view 
A brighter day, and skies of azure hue; 
Scent the new fragrance of the opening rofe. 
And quaff the pendent vintage as it grows. 

See Gray's Poems, published by Mr. Mafon , p. 197. Inftead of com- 
piling tables of chronology and natural hiftoiy, why did not Mr. Gray 
apply the powers of his genius to finish the phiiclbphic poem, of which 
he has It it fuch an exquifite fpecimen ? 

,i7 For the perfect description of the Strcights of Meffina, ScyUa, 
Charybdis, etc. fee Cluverius C Ital. Antiq. 1. iv. p. 1293.. and Sicilia 

Antiq. 1. i. p. 60 76.), who had diligently fttulied the ancients, and 

furveyed with a curious eye the actual face of the country. 

**• Jornandes, de Reb. Get. c. 30. p. 6S4- 

139 Orofius, '1. vii. c. 43. P- s84, <85. He was fent by St. Auguftin, 
in the year 41s, from Africa to Paleftine, to vifit St. Jerom, and to 
confult with him on the fubject of the Pelagian controverfy. 

i;o Jornandes fuppofes , without much probability, that Adolphus 
vihted and plundered Rome a fecoml time (more locuftarum erafit). 
Yet he agrees with Orofius in l'uppofing, that a treaty of peace was 
concluded between the Gothic prince and Honorius. See OroC 1. vii. 
c. 43- p 5*4, Jornandes, de Reb. Gcticis, c. 31. p. 6S4, 6S5. 

131 The retreat of the G<»ths from Italy, and their firft tranfactions 
in Gaul, are dark and doubtful. I have derived much afliftance fiom 
Mafcou (Hift. of the ancient Germans, I. viii. c 29. 35, 36, 370, who 
has illuftrated, and connected, the broken chronicles and fragments 
of the times. 

1)2 See an account of Placidia in Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 72.; 
and Tillemont, Hift. des Bmpereurs, torn. v. p. 260. 386 , etc. torn. vi. 
p. 240 

Zofim. 1. v. p. 350. 

XJ+ Zofim. 1. vi. p. 383. Orofius (\. vii. c. 40. p. 576.), and the 
Chronicles of Marcellinus aud Idatius, fetm to fuppofe, that the Goths 
did not carry away Placidia till after the laft fiege of Rome. 
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,sf See the pictures of Adolphus and Placidia, and the account of 
their marriage in Jornandes, de Keb. Geticis , c. 3». p. 65*. 
"With regard to the place where the nuptials were ftipulated , or con- 
fummated, or celebrated, »he MSS. of Jornandes vary between two 
neighbouring cities, Forli and Imola (Forum Livii and Forum Cornelii). 
It is fair and eafy to reconcile the Gothic hiftorian with Olympiodorus 
(fee Mal'cou, 1. viii. c. 46.): but Tillcmont grows peevish, and fwears, 
that it is not worth while to try to conciliate Jornandes with any good 
authors. 

,Jtf The Vifigoths (the fubjects of Adolphus) reft rained, by fubfe* 
quent laws, the prodigality of conjugal love. It was illegal for a 
husband to make any jiift or fettlcment for the benefit of his wife during 
the firft year of tht-ir marriage; and his liberality could not at any 
time exceed the tenth part of his property. The Lombards were 
fomewhat moie indulgent: they allowed the morgingcap immediately 
after the wedding- night; and thi< famous gift, the reward of virginity » 
might equal the fourth part of the husband's fubftance. Some cautious 
maidens, indeed, were wife enough to flip tilate beforehand a prefent, 
which they were too fure of not deferving. Sec Montefquieu, Efprit 
des Loix, 1. xix. c. 2<J. Muratori, delle Antichita Italiane, torn. i. 
DifTertation. xx. p. 243. 

,i7 We owe the curious detail of this nuptial feaft to the hiftorian 
Olympiodorus, ap. Pbotium , p. iSs, 1 83. 

118 See in the great collection of the hiftorians of France by Dom. 
Bouquet, torn. ii. Greg. Turonenf. 1. iii. c. 10. p. 191. Gefta Regum 
Francorum, c. 23. p. The anonymous writer , with an ignorance 
worthy of his times, fuppofes that thefe inflruments of Chriftian worship 
had belonged to the temple of Solomon. If he has auy meaning , it muft 
be, that they were found in the fack of Rome. 

119 Confnlt the following original teftimonics in the Hiftorians of 
France, torn. ii. Fredegarii Scholaftici Chron. c. 73- P 441- Fredegar. 
Fragment, iii. p. 463- Gefta Rigis Dagobcrt. c. 29. p. SS7- The 
acceflion of Sifenand to the throne <& Spain happened A. D. 63 1. The 
*.~o,ooo pieces of gold were appropriated by Dagobert to the foundation 
of the church of St. Denys. 

,4 ° The prefident Goguct ( Origine des Loix, etc. torn. ii. p. 239.) 
is of opinion, that the ftupendous pieces of emerald, the ftatues and 
columns, which antiquity has placed in Egypt, at Gades, at Conftan- 
tinople, were in reality artificial compofitions of coloured glafs. The 
famous emerald dish, which is shewn at Genua, is fuppofed to counte- 
nance the fufpicion. 

141 Elmacin. Hift. Saracenica , 1. i. p. 85- Roderic. Tolet. Hift. Arab, 
c. 9. C^rdonne, Hift. de l'Afrique et de TEfpagne fous les Arabes, 
torn. i. p. 83. It was called the Table of Solomon, according to the 
cuftom of the Orientals, who afcribe to that prince every ancient work 
of knowledge or magnificence. 
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t4t His three laws are infer ted in the Theodofian Code, 1. xl. tit* 
xxviii. leg. 7. L. xiii. tit xi. leg. 12. L. xv. tit. xiv. leg.' 14. The 
expreffions of the laft are very remarkable; fince they contain not only 
a pardon, but an apology. 

X4} Olympiodorus ap. Phot. p. 188. Thiloftorgius (1. xii. c. 5. ) 
obferves, that when Honorius made his triomphal entry, he encouraged 
the Romans, with his hand and voice (%e<f* xom yXwrra ), to rebuild 
their city; and the Chronicle of Profper commends Heraclian, qui in 
Romans urbis reparationem ftrenuum exhibuerat minifterium. 

144 The date of the voyage of Claudius Rutilius Numatianus, it 
clogged with fome difficulties; but Scaliger has deduced from aftro- 
nomical characters , that he left Rome the 24th of September , and 
embarked at Porto the 9th of October, A. D. 416. See Tillemont, 
Hi ft. des Erapereurs , torn. v. p. 820* In this poetical Itinerary , 
Rutilius (1. i. 115, etc.) addrefles Rome in a high ftrain of congra* 
tulation : 

Erige crinates lauros , ieninmque facrati 
Verticis in virides Roma recinge comas, etc 

14 * Orofius compofed his hiftory in Africa, only two years after the 
event; yet his authority feems to be overbalanced by the improbability 
of the fact. The Chronicle of MaroelHnus gives Heraclian 700 ships , 
and 3000 men; the latter of thefe numbers is ridiculously corrupt; 
but the former would pleafe me very much. 

X4 ' The Chronicle of Idatius affirms, without the lead appearance of 
truth, that he advanced as far as Otriculum, in Umbria, where he 
was overthrown in a great battle, with the lofs of fifty thoufand men. 

147 See Cod. Theod. 1. xv. tit. xiv. leg. 13. The legal acts performed 
in his name, even the manumiffion of slaves, were declared invalid, 
till they had been formally repeated. 

I have difdained to mention a very foolish , and probably a falfe 
report (Procop. de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. a.), that Honorius was alarmed 
by the lofs of Rome, till he uJderftood that it was not a favourite 
chicken of that name , but only the capital of the world , which had 
been loft. Yet even this ftory is fome evidence of the public opinion. 

144 The materials for the lives of all thefe tyrants are taken from fix 
contemporary hiftorians, two Latins, and four Greeks: Orofius, 1. vii. 
c. 42. p. 581, 582, 583.; Renatus Profuturus Frigeridus, apud Gregor. 
Turon. 1. ii. c. 9. in the hiftorians of France, torn. ii. p. 165, 
Zofimus , 1. vi. p. 370, 37i* Olympiodorus , apud Phot. p. 180, 
i8f. 184, 185. Sozomen, 1. ix. c 12, 13, 14, M. ; and Philoftorgtns, 
1. xii. c. 5, 6., with Godefroy's Diflertations , p. 477 — 481.; befides 
the four Chronicles of Profper Tyro , Profper of Aquitain , Idatius , and 
Marcellinus. 

**• The praifes which Sozomen has bellowed *>n this act of de- 
fpair, appear ftrange and ftandaloua in the mouth of an ecdefiaftieal 
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hiftorian. He obferves (p. 379.)* that the wife of Gerontius was a 
Chriftian; and that her death was worthy of her religion, and of 
immortal fame. 

* il E<&? o|«v rvfotm&e, is the exprefflon of Olympiodorus , which 
he ftems to have borrowed from jEolut* a tragedy of Euripides, of 
which' fome fragments only are now extant (Euripid. Barnes, torn. ii. 
p. 443. ver. 38.)* This allulion may prove, that the ancient tragic 
poets were (till familiar to the Greeks of the fifth century. 

lt% Sidonius Apollinaris (1. v. epift. 9. p. 139. and Not. Sirmond. 
p. 58.), after ftigmatifing the inconfiancy of Conftantine , the facility 
of Jovinus, the ptrfidy of Gerontius, continues to obferve, that all 
the vices of thefertyrants were united in the perfon of Dardanus. Tet 
the prsefect fupported a refpectable character in the world, and even 
in the church; held a devout correfpondence with St. Auguftin and 
St. Jerora; and was complimented by the latter (torn. Hi. p. 66.) with 
the epithets of Chriftianorum Nobiliffime, and Nobilium Chriftianifiime. 

111 The exprefflon may be underilood aim oft literally; Olympiodorus 
fays, /ueXi? cocxm; t^yfr t TM, Soxxo; (or vocxos ) may fignify a fack, 
or a looie garment ; and this method of entangling and catching an 
enemy, Iaciniis contortis, was much practiced by the Huns (Ammian. 
xxxi. 1.). II fut pris vif avec des filets, is the translation of Tille- 
mont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 608. 

*** Without recurring to the more ancient writers, I shall quote three 
refpectable teftimonies which belong to the fourth and feventh centuries ; 
the Expofitio totius Mundi. (p. 16. in the third volume of Hudfon's Minor 
Geographers), Aufonius tde Claris Urbibus, p. 242. edit. Toll.), and Ifidore 
of Seville (Prxfat. ad Chron. ap. Grotium, Hift. Goth. p. 707.). Many par- 
ticulars relative to the fertility and trade of Spain, may be found in Non* 
nius, Hifpania Illuftrata, and in Huet, Hift. du Commerce des Ancient, 
c. 40. p. 228 — 234. 

z " The date is accurately fixed in the Fafti, and the Chronicle of 
Idatius. Orofius (1. vii. c. 40. p. 578.) imputes the lofs of Spain to the 
treachery of the Honorians ; while $ozomen d. jx. c. 12.) accufes only 
their negligence. 

1,4 Idatius wishes to apply the prophecies of Daniel to thefe national 
calamities; and is therefore obliged to accommodate the circumftances 
of the event to the terms of the prediction. 

157 Mariana de Rebus Hifpanicis , 1. v. c. I. torn. i. p. 148. Hag. 
Comit. 1733. He had read, in Orofius (I. vii. c. 41. P> 579-), that 
the Barbarians had turned their fwords into plough-shares ; and that 
many of the Provincials preferred, inter Barbaras ran per em libertatem 
quam inter Romanos tributariam folicitudinem fuftinere. 

"* This mixture of force and perfuafion may be fairly inferred front 
comparing Orofius and Jornandes, the Roman and the Gothic hiftorian. 

According to the fyftera of Jornandes (c. 33- p. 659.), the true 
hereditary right to the. Gothic fceptre was vetted in the Amsli; but 
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thote princes, who were the vaflTals of the Huns, commanded the tribes 
of the Oftrogoths in fome diftant parts of Germany or Scythia. 

The murder is related by Olympiodorus ; but the number of the 
children is taken from an epitaph of fufpected authority. 

1,1 The death of Adolphus was celebrated at Conftantinople with 
illuminations and Circeulian games. (See Chron. Alexandrin. ) It 
may feem doubtful, whether the Greeks were actuated, on this occafiun* 
by their hatred of the Barbarians, or of the Latins. 
lti Qudd TarteJJIaci* avus hujus Vallia terris 

Vandalicas turmas, et juncti Martis Alanos 

Stravit, ct occiduam texere cadavcra Calpen. 

Sidon. Apollinar. in Panjegyr. Anthem. 363. 
p. 300. edit- Sirmond. 
rtt This fupply was very acceptable: the Goths were intuited by 
the Vandals of Spain with the epithet of Truli, becaufe, in their extreme 
diftrefs, they had given a piece of gold for a trula y or about half a 
pound of flour. Olympiod. apud Phot. p. i89> 

,M Orofius inferts a copy of thefe pretended letters. Tu cum 
omnibus pacem habe , omniumque obfides accipc ; nos nobis confli- 
gimus , nobis perimut , tibi vincimus ; immortalis vero qu*ftus erat 
Keipubliex tuae, fi utrique pereamus. The idea is juft; but I cannot 
perfuade myfelf that it was entertained, or exprefled, by the Barbarians. 

lfi Romam triumphans ingreditur, is the formal expreffion of 
Profper's Chronicle. The facts which relate to the death of Adolphus, 
and the exploits of Wallia , are related from Olympiodorus (apud 

Phot. p. 188.), Orofius (I. vii. c. 43- p. S87. ), Jornandts (de 

Rebus Geticis , c. 31, 3*), and the Chronicles of Jdatius and Ifldore. 

l6 * Aufonius (de Claris Urbibus, p. 257 — 262.) celebrates Bourdeaux 
with the partial affection of a native. See in Salvian de Gubern. Dei, 
p. 228. Paris, 1608.; a florid defcription of the provinces of Aquitain. 
and Novempopulania. 

lt7 Orofius (I. vii. c. 32. p. SSO) commends the mildnefs and modefty 
of thefe Burgundians , who treated their fubjects of Gaul as their 
Chriftian brethren. Mafcou has illuftrated the origin of their kingdom 
in the four firft annotations at the end of his laborious Hiftory of the 
Ancient Germans, vol. ii. p. sss — S7*> of the English translation. 

169 See Mafcou, I. viii. c. 43, 44, 45. Except in a short and 
fufpicious line of the Chronicle of Profpcr (in torn. i. p. 638.), the 
name of Pharainond is never mentioned before the feventh century. 
The author of the Gefta Francorum 'in torn. ii. p. 543 ) fuggtfts, 
probably enough, that the choice of Pharamond , or at leaft of a king, 
was recommended to the Franks by his father Marcomir, who was an 
exile in Tufcany. 

"* O Lycida , vivi pervenimus :^advena noflri 

(Quod nunquam veriti litmus ) ut pofleflbr agelli 
Diccret: Hsc mea funt; vetcres migrate coloni. 
Nunc victi triftcs , etc. 
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See the whole of the 9th eclogue, with the ufeful Commentary of 
Senilis. Fifteen miles of the Mantuan territory were alligiied to the 
veterans, with a reservation , in favour of the inhabitants, of three 
miles round the city. Even in this favour they were cheated by 
Alfenus Varus, a famous lawyer, and one of the commiffioners , who 
meafured eight hundred paces of water and morafs. 

170 See the remarkable paflUge of the Eucharifticon of Paulinus, 
57S. aputl Rlafcou, 1. viii. c. 42. 

171 This important truth is eftablished by the accuracy of Tillemont 
(Hill, des Emp. torn. v. p. 641.), and by the ingenuity of the Abbl 
Dubos (Hift. de l'Etabliflement de la Monarchic Franqoife dans les 
Caules, torn. i. p. 2S9- 1 - 

172 Zofimus (1. vi. p. 376. 383.) relates in a few words the revolt 
of Britain and Armorica. Our antiquarians , even the great Cambden 
himfelf, have been betrayed into many grofi errors, by their imperfect 
knowledge of the hiftory of the continent. 

17 * The limits of Armorica are defined by two national geographers, 
Meflicurs de Valois and d'Anville, in their Notitias of Ancient Gaul. 
The word had been ufed in a more extenfive , and was afterwards 
contracted to a much narrower, fignification. 

Z7+ Gens inter geminos notiffima clauditur amnes, 
Annoricana prius veteri cognomine dicta. 
Torva, ferox, ventofa, procax, incauta, rebellis ; 
Inconftans, difparque fibi novitatis amore; 
Prodiga verborum , fed non et prodiga facti. 
Erricus, Monach. in Vit. St. Germani, I. v. apud ValeC Notit. Gal- 
liarum, p. 43. Valefius alleges feveral teftimonies to confirm this 
character; to which I shall add the evidence of the presbyter Conftan- 
tine (A. V). 4BS. ' , who, in the life of St. Germain, calls the Armo- 
rican rebels, mobilem et indifciplinatum populum. See the Hiftorians 
of France, torn. i. p. 643. 

17 * I thought it neceflary to enter my proteft againft this part of 
the fyftem of the Abbe* Dubos, which Montefquieu has fo vigorously 
oppofed. See Efprit des Loix , 1. xxx. c. 24. 

174 Bferavvietv /*£> to/ P&JjUK/si srv x<rw<rcw0a« vxen fX 0V > are the words 
of Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 2. p. 181. Louvre edition) in 
a very important paffage, which has been too much neglected. Even 
Bede (Hift. Gent. Anglican. 1. i, c. .12. p. ^o. edit. Smith) acknowledges 
that the Romans finally left Britain in the reign of Honorius. Yet our 
modern hiftorians and antiquaries extend the term of their dominion; 
and there are fome who allow only the interval of a few months 
between their departure and the arrival of the Saxons. 

177 Rede has nut forgot the occafional aid of the legions againft the 
Scots and Picts; and more authentic proof will hereafter be produced, 
that the independent Britons raifed 12,000 men for the fervice of the 
emperor Antheniius, in Gaul. 
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V7t I owe it to myfelf, and to hiftoric troth, to declare, that fome 
tircumfiances io this paragraph are founded only on conjecture and 
analogy. The ftubbornnefs of our language has fometimes forced me to 
deviate from the conditional into the indicative mood. 

179 T\p%T(t% n» B?(Txwtx we\Jif. ZoGmus, 1. vi. p. 3*3. 

Two cities of Britain were municipia, nine colonics, ten Latii 
jure donata t twelve fiipendiaria of eminent note. This detail is taken 
from Richard of Cirencefter, de Situ Britannia, p. 36. ; and though it 
may not feem probable, that he wrote from the MSS. of a Roman general, 
he shews a genuine knowledge of antiquity, very extraordinary for a 
monk of the fourteenth century. 

"* See Maffei Verona Illuftrata, part i. 1. v. p. 83— 106. 

*** Leges rcftituit, libertatemque reducit, 
Et fervos famuli* non finit effe fuis. 

Itinerar. Rutil. 1. I. II*. 

1,1 An infeription (apud Sirmond, Not. ad Sidon. Apollinar. p. 590 
defcribes a cattle, cum muris et portis, tuition] omnium, erected by 
Dardanus on his own eftate , near Sifteron » in the fecond Narbonnefe , 
and named by him Theopolis. 

IM The eflablishraent of their power wonld have been eafy indeed, 
if we could adopt the impracticable fcheme of a lively and learned 
antiquarian ; who fuppofes , that the British monarchs of the feveral 
tribes continued to reign, though with fubordinate jurifdiction, from 
the time of Claudius to that of Honorius. See Whitaker's Hiftory of 
Manchefter, vol. i. p. 247 — 257. , 

19 * AAA xvsc Tvgxwoic. oc7T uvtv tfisvt* Procopius , de Bell. 
Vandal. 1. i. c. 2. p. 181. Britannia fertilis provincia tyrannorum, was 
the expreffion of Jerom, in the year 41S (torn. ii. p. W. ad Ctefi* 
phont. ). By the pilgrims , who reforted every year to the Holy 
Land , the monk of Bethlem received the earlieft and moft accurate 
intelligence. 

1%t See Bingham's Ecclef. Antiquities, vol. i. 1. ix. c. 6. p. 394. 

1,7 It is reported of three British bishops who afGfted at the council 
of Rimini, A. O. 3S9« tam pauperes fuiOe ut nihil baberent. Sulpicius 
Scverus, Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 4ao. Some of their brethren, however, 
were in better circum fiances. * 

*•• Confult Usher , de Antiq. Ecclef. Britannic, c. 8 — ia. 

See the correct text of this edict, as published by Sirmond (Not. 
ad Sidon. Apollin. p. 147.). Hincmar, of Rheims, who afCgns a place 
to the bishops , had probably feen (in the ninth century) a more perfect 
copy. Dubos, Hift. critique de la Monarchic Francoife, torn, i, p. 241 
— 

X9 ° It is evident from the Notitia , that the feven provinces were the 
Vienoenfis , the maritime Alps , the firft k and fecond Narbonnefe , 




THIRTY-SECOND CHAPTER. 4*5 

Novempopolania, and the firft and fecond Aqoitain. In the room of 
the firft Aquitain , the Abbe* Dubos, on the authority of Hincmar, delirei 
to introduce the firft Lugduaenfis , or Lyonnefe. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

1 Father Montfaucon, who, by the command of his Benedictine 
fuperiors', was compelled (fee Longueruana, torn. i. p. ao{.) to 
execute the laborious edition of St. Chryfoftom , in thirteen volumes 
in folio (Paris, 1738.), amufed himfelf with extracting from that 
immenfe collection of morals, fome curious antiquities, which illuftrate 
the manners of the Theodofian age (See Chryfoftom. Opera, torn. xiii. 
p. 192 — 196. ) t and his French Differtation, in the Mfmoires de l'Acad. 
des Infcriptions, torn. xiii. p. 474 — 490. 

1 According to the loofe reckoning, that a ship could {ail, with a 
fair wind, 1000 ftadia, or 12* miles, in the revolution of a day and 
night ; Diodorus Siculus computes ten days from the Palus Moeotis to 
Rhodes, and four days from Rhodes to Alexandria. The navigation 
of the Nile, from Alexandria to Syene, under the tropic of Cancer, 
required, as it was again ft the ftream, ten days more. Diodor. Sicul. 
torn. i. 1. iii. p. 200, edit. Wefleling. He might, without much im- 
propriety , meafure the extreme heat from the verge of the torrid 
zone; but he fpeaks of the Mceotis in the 47th degree of northern 
latitude, as if it lay within the polar circle. 

* Barthius, who adored his author with the blind fuperftition of a 
commentator, gives the preference to the two books which Claudian 
compofed again ft Eutropius, above all his other productions (Baillet, 
Jugetnens des Savans, torn. iv. p. 227.). They are indeed a very 
elegant and fpirited fatire; and would be more valuable in an hifto* 
tical light, if the invective were left vague, and more temperate. 

* After lamenting the progrefs of the eunuchs in the Roman palace, 
and defining their proper functions, Claudian adds, 

• A fronte recedant 

Imperii. 

In Eutrop. i. 422, 

Yet it does not appear that the ennuch had aflumed any of the efficient 
offices of the empire ; and he is filled only Trtepofitus facri cubiculi, 
in the edict of his banishment. See Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit. xl. 
leg. 17. 

* Jamque oblita fui, nec fobria divitiis mens 
In miferas leges hominnmque negotia ludit : 
Judicat eunuchus 

Arraa ctiam violart parat. . . . 
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Claudfan (}. 229 — 270.). with that mixture of indignation and hu- 
mour, which always pleafes in a fatiric poet, defcribes the infolent 
folly of the eunuch, the difgrace of the empire, and the joy of the 
Goths. 

Gaudet, cum viderit hoftis, 

Et fentit jam deefle viros. 

* The port's lively defcription of his deformity (i. 110 -—12s.) is 
confirmed by the authentic teftimony of Chryfoftom (torn. iii. p. 384. 
edit. Montfaucon); who obfcrvcs, that when the paint was washed 
away, the face of Eutropius appeared more ugly, and wrinkled than 
that of an old woman. Claudian remarks (i. 469.)* and the remark 
mult have been , founded on experience, that there was fcarcely any 
interval between the youth and the decrepid age of an eunuch. 

7 Eutropius appears to have been a native of Armenia or Aflyria. 
His three fervices, which Claudian more particularly defcribes, were 
thefe: 1. He fpent many years as the catamite of Ptolemy, a groom 
or foldier of the Imperial {tables. 2. Ptolemy gave him to the old general 
Arintheus , for whom he very sk'lfully exercifed the profeflion of a 
pimp. 3. He was given, on her marriage, to the daughter of Arintheus; 
and the future conful was employed to comb her hair , to prefent 
the filver ewer, to wash, and to fan his miftrefs in hot weather. 
See I. i. 31 — "37. 

• Claudian -1 i. in Eutrop. 1 — 22.), after enumerating the various 
prodigies of monftrous births , {peaking animals , showers of blood 
or ftones , double funs , etc. adds, with fome exaggeration, 

■ 

Omnia ceflerunt eunucho confute monftra. 
The firft book concludes with a noble fpeech of the goddefs of Rome 
to her favourite Honorius, deprecating the new ignominy to which she 
was expofed. 

» Fl. Mallius Theodorus, whofe civil honours, and philofophical 
works, have been celebrated by Claudian in a very elegant panegyric. 

10 Ms0v*v h r<)* tu> rthttTCfij drunk with riches, is the forcible tx- 
preflion of Zofimus (1. v. p. 301.); and the avarice of Eutropius is 
'equally execrated in the Lexicon of Suidas , and the Chronicle of 
Marcellinus. Chryfoftom had often admonished the favourite, of the 
vanity and danger of immoderate wealth, torn. iii. p. 3S1. 

xx certantum fepe duorum 

Diverfum fufpendit onus : cum pondere Judex 
Vergit, et in geminas nutat provincia lances. 
Claudian (i. 192 — 209.) fo curiously diftinguishes the circum- 
ftances of the fale , that they all feem to allude to particular anecdotes. 

Ia Claudian ( i. t S4 — 170.) mentions the guilt and exile of Abun- 
dantius, nor could *e fail to quote the example of the artift, who 
made the firft trial of the brazen bull, which he prefented to Phalaris. 

.See 
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S«e Zofimus, 1. v. p. 302. Jerom* torn. 2. p, 21s. The difference of 
place is eafily reconciled; but the -decifive authority of Afterius of 
A mafia (Orat. iv. p. 76. apud Tillemont, Hid. des Empereurs, torn, 
v. P» 43 V) muft turn the fcale in favour of Pityus. 

11 Suidas (moll probably from the hiftory of Eunapius) has given 
a very unfavourable picture of Timafius. The account of his accufer, 
the judges, trial, eta. is perfectly agreeable to the practice of ancient 
and modern courts. (See Zofimus, 1. v. p. 298, 299, 300.) I am 
almoft tempted to quote the romance of a great mailer (Fielding's 
Works, vol. iv. p. 49, etc. 8vo edit.), which may be confidered as 
the hiftory of human nature. 

14 The great Oafis was one of the fpots in the fands of Libya, watered 
with fprings, and capable of producing wheat, barley, and palm-trees. 
It was about three days journey from north to fouth, about half a day 
in breadth, and at the diftance of about five days march to the weft of 
Abydus, on the Nile. See d'Anville, Defcription de I'Egypte, 186 , 
*87, 18$. The barren defert which encompafles Oafis (Zofimus, I. v. 
p. 300.) has fuggefted the Idea of comparative fertility, and even the 
epithet of the happy island ( Herodot. iii. 260. 

" The line of Claudian, in Eutrop. 1. i. 180. 
Marmaricus Claris violatur csdibus Hammon, 

evidently alludes to his perfuafion of the death of Timafius. 

** Sozomen, 1. viii. c. 7. He fpeaks from report, nvoj i7tvfafx&. 

17 Zofimus, I. v. p. 300. Yet he feems to fufpect that this rumour 
was fpread by the friends of Eutropius. 

z * See the Theodofian Code, 1. ix. tit. 14* ad legem Corneliam de 
Sicariis, leg. 3. and the Code of Juftinian, 1. ix. tit. viii. ad legem 
Juliam de Majeftate, leg. The alteration of the title, from murder 
to treafon, was an improvement of the fubtle Tribonian. Godefroy, in 
a formal difiertation , which he has infertcd in his Commentary ^ 
illuftrates this law of Arcadius, and explains all the difficult paflages 
which had been perverted by the jurifconfults of the darker ages. Set 
torn. iii. p. 88 — Hi. 

" Bartolus undetftands a fimple and naked confeioufnefs , with, 
out any fign of approbation or concurrence. For this opinion , fays 
Baldus, he is now roafting in hell. For my own part, continues 
the difcreet Heineccius (Element. Jur. Civil. 1. iv. p. 411.), I muft 
approve the theory of Bartolus; but in practice I should incline to 
the fentiment of Baldus. Yet Bartolus was gravely quoted by the 
lawyers of Cardinal Richelieu; and Eutropius was indirectly guilty of 
the murder of the virtuous de Thou. 

30 Godefroy, torn. iii. p. 89. It is, however, fufpected, that this 
law , fo repugnant to the maxims of Germanic freedom , has beeir 
furreptitiously added to the golden bull. 

Vol. V. D d 
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31 A copious and circumftantial narrative which he might have referved 
for more important events) is beftowed by Zofimus (1. v. p. 304 — 312.) 
on the revolt of Tribigild and Gainas. See likewife Socrates, 1. vi. c. 
6. and Sozomen, 1. viii. c. 4. The fecond book of Claudian againft 
Eutropius, is a fine, though imperfect, piece of hiftory. 

« Claudian (in Eutrop. 1. ii. 237 — 250.) very accurately obferves, 
that the ancient name and nation of the Phrygians extended very far 
on every fide, till their limits were contracted by the colonies of the 
Bithynians of Thrace, of the Greeks, and at lad of the Gauls. His 
defcription (ii. 2*7— 72: ) of the fertility of Phrygia, aad of the four 
rivers that produce gold, is juft and picturefque. 

** Xcnophon. Anabafis, 1. i. p. 11, ia. edit Hufhinfon. Strabo, 1. 
xii. p. 86*. edit. Amflel. Q. Curt. 1. iii. c. I. Claudian compares 
the junction of the Marfyas and Mxander to that of the Saone and tbe 
Rhone; with this difference, however, that the fmaller of the Phrygian 
rivers is not accelerated , but retarded , by the larger. 

*♦ Selgx, a colony of the Lacedaemonians, had formerly num. 
bered twenty thoufand citizens; but in the age of Zofimus it was 
reduced to a <sroXi%v>i , or fmall town. See Cellarius , Geograph. 
Antiq. torn. ii. p. 117. 

* J The council of Eutropius, in Claudian, may be compared to 
that of Oomitian in the fourth fa tire of Juvenal. The principal 
members of the former were, juvenes protervi lafcivique fenes; one 
of them had been a cook, a fecond a woolcomber. The language 
of their original profeffiou expofes their aifumed dignity ; and their 
trifling converfation about tragedies, dancers, etc. is made (till more 
ridiculous by the importance of the debate. 

atf Claudian (1. ii. 376 — 46 1.) has branded him with infamy; and 
Zofimus, in more temperate language, confirms his reproaches. L. v. 
p. 30s. 

27 The conspiracy of Gainas and Tribigfld, which is attefted by 
the Greek hiftorian , had not reached the ears of Claudian , who at- 
tributes the revolt of the Oftrogoths to his own martial fnirit, and the 
advice of his wife. 

a " This anecdote, which Philoftorgius alone has preferved (1. xi. 
c. 6. and Gothofred. Diuerut. p. 4^1—4560, is curious and im- 
portant; fince it connects the revolt of the Goths with the fecret 
intrigues of the palace. 

s » See the Homily of Chryfoftom, torn. iii. p. 38I — 386. of which 
the exordium is particularly beautiful. Socrates, 1. vi. c. So- 
zomen, 1. viii. c. 7. Montfaucon (in his Life of Chryfoftom, 
torn. xiii. p. I3S.) too haftily fuppofes that Tribigild was actually 
in Conftantinople; and that he commanded the foldiers who were 
ordered to feize Eutropius. Even Claudian, a Pagan poet (Prtefat. 
ad I. ii. in Eutrop. 27.), has mentioned the flight of the eunuch to 
the fanctuary. 
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Suppliciterque pias humilis proftratus ad aras 
Mitigat iratas voce tremente nurns. 

s ° Chryfoftom , in another homily (torn, iii. p. 38C.)* affects to 
declare, that Eutropius would not have been taken, had he not de» 
ferted the church. Zofimus (1. v. p. 313.), on the contrary, pre- 
tends, that his enemies forced him ( ffap^rofm? etvrov) from the 
Janctuary. Yet the promife is an evidence of fome treaty j and the 
ftrong afiurance of Cla'udian (Pnefat. ad I. ii. '4<SO, 

Sed tameu excmplo non ferjere tuo , 
may be confidered as an evidence of fome promife. 

1X Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit xl. leg. 14. The date of that, law 
(Jan. 17, A. D. 399-) is erroneous and corrupt; fince the fall of 
Eutropius could not happen till the autumn of the fame year. See 
Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 780. 

,4 Zofimus, 1. v. p. 313. Philoftorgius, 1. xi. c. 6. 

" Zofimus (1. v. p. 313—323.), Socrates (1. vi. c. 4.), Sozo. 
men (1. viii. c. 4.) and Theodoret (I. v. c. 3a, 330, reprefent, 
though with fome various circumftances, the coufpiracy, defeat, and 
death of Gainas. 

,4 0<rwe; Evtotjuuxt iulxqtvqw , is the expreflion of Zofimus himfelf 
(1. v. p. 314-), who inadvertently ufes the fashionable language of 
the Chriftians. Evagrius defcribes (I. ii. c. 30 the fituation, archi- 
tecture, relics, and miracles of that celebrated church, in which the 
general council of Chalcedon was afterwards held. 
, ,J The pious reraonftrances of Chryfoftom, which do not appear 
in his own writings, are ftrongly urged by Theodoret; but his in- 
finuation, that they were fuccefsful , is difproved by facts. Tillemont 
(Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. 383.) has difcovered, that the emperor, 
to fatisfy the rapacious demands of Gainas , was obliged to melt the 
plate of the church of the Apoftles. 

16 The ecclefiaftical hiftorians, who fometimes guide, and fome times 
follow, the public opinion, mod confidently affert, that the palace of 
Conftantinople was guarded by legions of angels. 

37 Zofimus (1. v. p. 319 ) mentions thefe gallies by the name of 
liburnians, and obferves, that they were as fwift (without explaining 
the difference between them) as the vefTels with fifty oars; but that 
they were far inferior in fpeed to the (rireous, which had been long 
difufed. Yet he reafonably concludes, from the teftimony of Poly- 
bius, that gallies of a (till larger fize had been conftructed in the 
Punic wars. Since the eftablishment of the Roman empire over the 
Mediterranean , the ufelefs art of building large ships of war had 
probably been neglected, and at length forgotten. 

«• Chishull (Travels, p. 61 — 63. 72 — 76.) proceeded from Gal- 
lipoli, through Hadrianople, to the Danube, in about fifteen days. 
He was in the train of an Engluh ambafTador , whofe baggage confifted 

D d 2 
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of fevcnty.one wagons. That learned traveller has the merit of 
tracing a curious and unfrequented route. 

J * The narrative of Zofimus, who actually leads Gainas beyond 
the Danube, null be corrected by the teftimony of Socrates , and 
Sozomen, that he was killed in Thrace; and by the precife and au- 
thentic dates of the Alexandrian, or I'afchal, Chronicle, p. 3Q7. 
The naval victory of the Htllefpont is. fixed to the month ApelUus, v 
the tenth of the calends of January (December »3}» the head Qf 
Gainas was brought to Conftantinople the third of the nones of Ja- 
nuary (January 3.), in the month Audynxus. 

40 Eufebius Scholafticus acquired much fame by his poem on the ' 
Gothic war, in which he had ferved. Near forty years afterwards, 
Ammonius recited another poem on the fame fubject, in the prefence 
of the emperor Theodofius. See Socrates, 1. vi. c 6. 

41 The fixth book of Socrates, the eighth of Sozomen , apd the 
fifth of Theodore t, afford curious and authentic materials for the 
life of John Chryfoftom. Befides thofe general hiftorians , I have 
taken for my guides the four principal biographers of the faint, 
i. The author of a partial and paffionate Vindication of the Arch- 
bishop of Conftantinople, compofed in the form of a dialogue , and un- 
der the name of his zealous partiznn, Palladium, bishop of Helenopolis 
(Tillemont, Miin. .EccleC torn. xi. p. *oo — 533.;. It is inferred 
among the works of Chryfoftom, torn. xiii. p. 1 — 90. edit. Mont« 
faucun. 2. The moderate Erafmus (torn. iii. epift. MCL p. 1331 — 
1347- edit. Lugd. Bat.). His vivacity and good fenfe were his 
own; his errors, in the uncultivated ftate of ecclefiaftical antiquity «. 
were almoft inevitable. 3. The learned Tillemont ( M6m. Ecclt"- 
ilaftiques, torn. xi. p. 1 — 405. *47 — 626, etc. etc.); who compiles 
the lives of the faints with incredible patience, and religious accu- 
racy. He has minutely fearched the voluminous works of Chryfoftom 
himfe'f. 4. Father Montfaucon; who has perufed thofe works with 
the curious diligence of an editor, difcoveied feveral new homilies, 
and again reviewed and compofed (he life of Chryfoftom (Opera 
Chryfoftom. torn. xiii. p. 91 — 177. )• 

41 As I am almoft a ftranger to the voluminous fermons of Chry- 
foftom , I have given my confidence to the two moft judicious and 
modirate of the ecclefiaftical critics, Erafmus (torn. iii. p. I344- 1 . 
and Dupin (Bibliotheque Ecclefiaftique , torn. iii. p. 38. )> yet the 
good tafte of the former is fometimes viciated by an exceffive love of 
aiui fuiry; and the good fenfe of the latter is always reftrained by 
prudential confiderations. 

« 3 The females of Conftantinople diftinguished themfelves by their 
fii")i,y or their attachment to Chryfoftom. Three noble and opulent 
widows, Marfa, Caftricia, and Eugraphia, were the leaders of the 
pcrfecution (Pallad. Dialog, torn. xiii. p. 14.). It was impofiible 
that they should forgive a preacher, who reproached their affectation 
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to conceal, by the ornaments ofdrefs, their age and >)g1inefs (Palfod. 
p. 27-). Olympias, by equal zeal, difplayed in a more pious caufe, 
has obtained the title of faint. See Tiliemont, Mem. EccleT. torn. xi. 
416 — 440. 

44 Sozomen, and more efpecially Socrates, have defined the real 
character of Chryfoftom with a temperate and impartial freedom , 
very offenfive to his blind admirers. Thofe hiftorians lived ' in the 
next generation, when party violence was abated, and had converfed 
with many perfons intimately acquainted with the virtues and imper- 
fections of the feint. 

4{ Palladius (torn. xiii. p. 40, etc.) very feriously defends the 
archbishop. 1. He never tailed wine. 2. The weaknefs of his fto- 
mach required a peculiar diet. 3. Bufinefs, or ftudy, or devotion, 
often kept him fading till fun-fet. 4. He detefted the noife and le- 
vity of great dinners. 5. He faved the expence for the ufe of the 
poor. 6. He was apprehenfive, in a capital like Couftantinople , of 
the envy and reproach of partial invitations. 

4 * Chryfoftom declares his free opinion ( torn. ix. horn. iii. in Act. 
Apoftol. p. 29.), that the number of bishops, who might be faved » 
bore a very fmall proportion to thofe who would be damned. 

47 See Tiliemont , Mim. EcclCf torn. xi. p. 441 — soo. 

4t I have purpofely omitted the controverfy which arofe among the 
monks of Egypt, concerning Orlgenifin and Anrhropomorphifm : the 
diflimulation and violence of Theophilus; his artful management of 
the fimplicity of Epiphanius; the perfecution and flight of the iong , or 
tall, brothers; the ambiguous fupport which tltey received at Conftan- 
tinople from Chryfoftom , etc etc. 

4 * Photius (p. S3 — 60.) has preferved the original acts of the fynod 
of the Oak ; which deftroy the falfe aflertion , that Cbryfbftom was 
condemned by no more than thirty -fix bishops, of whom twenty -nine 
were Egyptians. Forty -five bishops fubferibed his fentence. See 
Tiliemont, Mem. EccleT. torn. xi. p. 595. 

19 Palladius owns (p. 3?. ), that if the people of Conftantinople 
had found Theophilus, they would certainly have thrown him into 
the fea. Socrates mentions (1. vi. c. 17.) a battle between the mob 
and the failors of Alexandria, in which many wounds were given, 
and Tome lives were loft. The maflacre of the monks is obferved 
only by the Pagan Zofimus (1. v. p. 324.), who acknowledges that 
Chryfoftom had a Angular talent to lead the illiterate multitude , 
7iv yxf 0 enQpaiTTGS otAoyov 9%Xov virotyotyt&ou etoec. 

11 See Socrates, I. vi. c. 18. Sozomen, I. viii. c. 20. Zofimus 1. v. 
p- 324* 3270 mentions, in general terms, his invectives againft Eudoxia. 
The homily, which begins with thofe famous words, is rejected as 
fpurious. Montfaucon , torn. xiii. p. 151* Tiliemont, Mem. EccleT 
torn. xi. p. 602. 
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** We tflight naturally expect fuch a charge from Zofimus (1. v. 
p. 3»7.)» but it is remarkable enough, that it should be confirmed 
by Socrates, I. vi. c. 18. and the Pafcha! Chronicle, p. 307. 

*» He difplays thofe fpecious motives (Poft Reditum, c. 13, 14.) ia 
the language of an orator and a politician. 

*♦ Two hundred and forty two of the epiftlet of Chryfoftom are ftill 
extant C Opera, torn. iii. p. 528 — 736.). They are addreffed to a great 
variety of perfons, and shew a firmnefs of mind, much fuperior to 
that of Cicero in his exile. The fourteenth epiftle contains a curioua 
narrative of the dangers of his journey. 

«« After the exile of Chryfoftom, Theophilus published an enormous 
and horrible volume againft him , in which he perpetually repeats the 
polite exprefltons of hoftein humanitatis, facrilegorum principem, im- 
mundum daemonem; he affirms, that John Chryfoftom bad delivered 
his foul to be adulterated by the devil; and wishes that fome farther 
punishment, adequate (if pofliblej to the magnitude of his crimes, 
may be inflicted on him. St. Jerom, at the requeft of his friend 
Theophilus , translated this edifying performance from Greek into 
latin. See Facundus Hermian. DefenC pro iii Capitul. 1. vi. c. S« 
published by Sirmond. Opera, torn. ii. p. 595, 596, 597* 

*' His name was inferted by his fucceflbr Atticus in the Dyptlcs of 
the church of Conftantinople , A. D. 418. Ten years afterwards he 
was revered as a Cunt. Cyril, who inherited the place, and the 
paffions , of his uncle Theophilus , yielded with much reluctance. 
See Facund. Hermian. 1. iv. c. 1. Tillemont, M<m. BccleT. tora.xiv. 
p. 277 — S83. 

,7 Socrates, 1. vii. c. 45. Theodoret, 1. v. c. 3«. This event 
reconciled the Joannites, who had hitherto refufed to acknowledge 
his fucceflors. During his lifetime, the Joannites were refpected by the 
catholics , as the true and orthodox communion of Conftantinople. 
Their obftinacy gradually drove them to the brink of fchifm. 

5i According to fome accounts (Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 438. 
N°. 9, 10.), the emperor was forced to fend a letter of invitation and 
excufes , before the body of the ceremonious faint could be moved from 
Comana. 

f9 Zofimus, 1. v. p. 315, 'The chaftity of an emprefs should not 
he impeached without producing a witnefs; but it is aftonishing, that 
the witnefs should write and live under a prince, whofe legitimacy he 
dared to attack. We muft fuppofe that his hiftory was a party libel , 
privately read and circulated by the Pagans. Tillemont (Hift-.des 
Empereurs, torn. v. p. 782.) is not averfe to brand the reputation 
of Eudoxia. 

*° Prophyry of Ga^a. His zeal was tranfported by the order which 
he bad obtained for the deftruction of eight Pagan temples of that city. 
See the curious details of his life (Baronius , A. D. 401. *J°. 17— SD 
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originally written In Greek, or perhaps in Syriac, by a monk, one 

of his favourite deacons. 

" Philoftorg. 1. xi. c. 8. and Godefroy, Difiertat p. 4S7- 

** Jerora (torn. vi. p. 73. 76.) defcribes, in lively colours, the regular 
and dcftructive march of the locufts, which fpread a dark cloud, 
between heaven and earth , over the land of Paleftine. Seafonable 
winds fcattered them, partly into the Dead Sea, and partly into the 
Mediterranean. 

0i Procopius , de Bell. Perfic. 1. i. c. 2. p. 8. edit. Louvre. 

'* Agathias, 1. iv. p. 136, 137. Although he confefies the prevalence 
of the tradition , he aflerts , that Procopius was the firft who bad 
committed it to writing. Tillemont fHift. des Empereurs, torn. vi. 
p. S97.) argues very fenfibly on the merits of this fable. His criticifm 
was not warped by any ecclefiaftical authority : both Procopius and 
Agathias are half Pagans* 

09 Socrates, 1. vii. c. 1. Anthemius was the grandfon of Philip , one 
of the minifters of Conftantius , and the grandfather of the emperor 
Anthemius. After his return from the Perfian embaiTy, he was appointed 
conful and Praetorian prxfect of the Eaft, in the year ao<; and held the 
prefecture about ten years. See his honours and praifes in Godefroy, 
Cod. Theod. torn. vi. p. 350. Tillemont, Hift. des Emp. torn. vi. 
p. 1 , etc. 

Sozomen, 1. ix. c. 5. He faw fome Scyrri at work near Mount 
Olympus, in Bithynia, and cherished the vain hope that thofe captives 
were the laft of the nation. 

07 Cod. Theod. 1. vii. tit. xvii. 1. xv. tit. i. leg. 49. 

" Sozomen has filled three chapters with a magnificent panegyric of 
Pulcheria < 1. ix. c. t , 2, 3. and Tillemont (Mlmoires EccleT torn, 
xv. p. 171 — 184O has dedicated a (eparate article to the honour of 
St Pulcheria, virgin, and emprefs. 

Suidas (Excerpta, p. 68. in Script. Byzanr. ) pretends, on the 
credit of the Neftorians, that Pulcheria was exafperated again ft their 
founder, becaufe he cenfured her connection with the beautiful Pauli* 
nus, and her inceft with her brother Theodofius. 

70 See Ducange, Famil. Byzantin. p. 70. Flaccilla, the deleft 
daughter, either died before Arcadius, or, if she lived till the year 
431. (Marcellin. Chron.), fome defect of mind or body ruuft have 
excluded her from the honours of her rank. 

71 She was admonished, by repeated dreams, of the place where 
the relics of the forty martyrs had been buried. The ground had fue-> 
ceffively belonged to the houfe and garden of a woman of Conftan- 
tinople, to a monaftery of Macedonian monks, and to a church of 
St. Thyrfus, erected by Cxfarius, who was conful A. D. 397; and 
the memory of the relics was almoft obliterated. Notwithllandingthe 
charitable wishes of Or. Jertin (Remarks, torn. iv. p. 234 ), it is not 
eafy to aceuit Pulcheria of fome share in the pious fraud; which 
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malt have been tranfacted , when she was more than five - and - thirty 
years of age. 

71 There is a remarkable difference between the two ecclefiaftical 
hiftorians, who in general bear fo clofe a refemblance. Sozomen (1. ix. 
c i.) afcribts to Pnlcberia the government of the empire, and the 
education of her brother; whom he fcarcely condefcends to praife. 
Socrates * though he affectedly difvlaims alt hopes of favour or fame , 
compofes an elaborate panegyric on the emperor, aad cautiously fup- 
preffes the merits of his fitter (1. vii. c. 22. 42.). Philoftorgius (I. xit. 
a 70 exprefles the influence of Pulcheria in gentle and courtly language, 
ra$ BctrtXtxMs mfjuuorus wnpirafuvrt xxt htvQovacet. Suidas (Excerpt, 
p. 53. ) gives a true character of Theodofius ; and I have followed the 
example of Tillemont (torn. vi. p. 2$.), in borrowing fonie ftrokes 
from the modern Greeks. 

71 Theodoret, 1. v. c. 37. The bishop of Cyrrhus, one of the firft 
men of his age for his learning and piety , applauds the obedience of 
Theodofius to the divine laws. 

7 * Socrates- (1. vii. c. 21.) mentions her name (Athenais, the 
daughter of LeontiuS , an Athenian fophift), her baptifm, marriage, 
and poetical genius. The moft ancient account of her hiftory is in John 
Malala (part ii. p. 20, 21. edit. Venet. 1743), and in the Pafchal 
Chronicle f p. 311, 312.). Thofe authors had probably feen original 
pictures of the emprefs Eudocia. The modern Greeks, Zonaras, Cedrenus, 
etc. have difplayed the love, rathef than the talent, of fiction. From 
Nicepborus, indeed, I have ventured to a flume her age. The writer of 
a romance would not have imagined* thnt Athenais was near twenty* 
eight years old when she inflamed the heart of a young emperor. 

7S Socrates, I. vii. c. 21. Photias, p. 413 — 420. The Homeric 
cento is (till extent, and has been repeatedly printed; but the claim 
of Eudocia to that infipid performance is difputed by the critics. See 
Fabricius, Biblioth. Grxc. torn. i. p. 3S7. The Ionia , a miscellaneous, 
dictionary of hiftory and fable, was compiled by another emprefs of the 
name of Eudocia, who lived in the eleventh century; and the work is 
Hill extant in manufcript. 

7 * BaroniuS (Annal. EccleC A. D. 438, 439 ) is copious and florid; 
but he is accufed of placing the lies of different ages on the fame level 
of authenticity; 

77 In this short view of the difgrace of Eudocia, I have imitated 
the caution of Evngrius (I. i. c. 21.), and count Marcellinus (in Chron. 
A. D. 440 and 444.). The two authencic dates alfigned by the latter, 
overturn a great part of the Greek fictions; and the celebrated ftory 
of the apple , etc. is fit only for the Arabian Nights , where fomething 
not very unlike it may be found. 

79 Prifcus (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 69.), a contemporary, and a 
courtier , drily mentions her Pagan and Chriftian names , without 
adding any title of honour or refpect. 
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For the two pilgrimages ofEudocia, and her long refidenee at 
Jerufalem, her devotion, alms, etc. fee Socrates (1. vii. c. 47.) and 
Evagrius (1. i. c. 20, 21, 22.). The Pafchal Chronicle may fometimes 
deferve regard; and, in the domeftic hiftory of Antioch, John Malala 
becomes a writer of good authority. The Abbe* Guenee, in a memoir 
on the fertility of Paleftine, of which I have only feen an extract, 
calculates the gifts of Eudocia at 20,488 pounds of gold, above 800,000 
pounds Sterling. 

so Theodoret, I. v. c. 39. Tillemont , Mem. FccleT. torn. xif. 
p. 3*6 — 364- Aflemanni, Bibliot. Oriental, torn. iii. p. 396. torn. iv. 
p. 61. Theodoret blames the rashnefs of Abdas , but extols the 
conftancy of his martyrdom. Yet I do not clearly underftand the 
cafutftry which prohibits our repairing the damage which we have 
unlawfully committed. 

** Socrates (1. vii. c. 18 . 19 » 20, 21.) is the belt author for the 
Perfian war. We may likewife confult the three Chronicles, the 
Pafchal, and thofe of Marcellinus and Malala. 

sa This account of the ruin and divifion of the kingdom of Armenia 
is taken from' the third book of the Armenian hiftory of Mofes of 
Chorene. Deficient as he is in every qualification of a good hiftorian, 
his local information , his paffions, and his prejudices, are ftrongly 
cxpreffive of a native and contemporary. Procopius (de EdiBciis, 1. iii. 
c. 1. 5.) relates the fame facts in a very different manner; but I have 
extracted the circumftances the moft probable in themfelves, and the 
leaft inconfiftent with Mofes of Chorene. 

* } The weftern Armenians ufed the Greek language and characters 
in their religious offices ; but the ufe of that hoftile tongue was 
prohibited by the Perfians in the eaflera provinces , which were 
obliged to ufe the Syriac, till the invention of the Armenian letters 
by Mefrobes, in the beginning of the fifth century, and the fubfe- 
quent verfion of the Bible into the Armeuian language; an event 
which relaxed the connection af the church and nation with Conftan- 
finople. 

14 Mofes Choren. I. iii. c. p. 309. and p. 3*8. Procopius de 
Edificiis, I. iii. c. «. Theodofiopolis ftands, or rather ftood, about 
thirty - five miles to the eaft of Arzernum , the modern capital of 
Turkish Armenia. See d'Anville , Geographic Ancicnne , torn. ii. 
p. 99, 100. 

11 Mofes Choren. I. iii. c. 63» p. 316". According to the inftiturion 
of St. Gregory the apoftle of Armenia, the archbishop was always of 
the royal family; a circumflance , which, in fome degree, corrected 
the influence of the facerdotal character, and united the mitre with the 
crown. 

" A branch of the royal houfe of A r faces ftill fubfifted, with the 
yank and pofTeffions (as it should feem) of Armenian (atraps. See 
Mofes Choren. 1. iii. c. 6?. p. 321. 

Vol. V. E e 
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97 Valarfhces was Appointed king of Armenia by his brother the , 
Parthian monarch, immediately after the defeat of Antiochus Sidetes 
<Mofes Choren. L ii. c. p. SS- ). one hundred and thirty years 
before Chrifr. Without depending on the various and contradictory 
periods of the reigns of the laft kings, we may be allured, that the 
ruin of the Armenian kingdom happened after the council of Chal- 
cedon, A. D. 43i- (_L Hi. c. 61. p. 312.) ; and under Veramus, or 
Bahram, king of Perfia Q. iii. c. 64. p. 3*7- ) , who reigned from 
A. D. 420 te 440. Sec Aflfemanni , Bibliot. Oriental, tonn iii. 
p. a9«. 



Snd of the Notes to the fifth Volume. 
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